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January 4, 2000

Dear Reader:

This document contains the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Final Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated Resource
Management Plan (Final Plan). The Final Plan (available in late January 2000) provides management guidance for
public lands along the Rio Grande in New Mexico (Taos Field Office) and in Colorado (La Jara Field Office), and also
amends the Taos Resource Management Plan. The plan provides a vision for managing the natural resources in the
carridor from La Sauses, Colorado to Velarde, New Mexico, and is the result of over 5 years of work with
individuals, community groups, the outfitting industry and federal, state and local governments. The Final Plan is a
refingment of the Proposed Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement published in August, 1998.

Copies of the Plan will be available in late January upon request, however, we encourage you to view the document
online at www. nmt. blm.gov or at local public libraries to help conserve our natural resources. To request a copy,
contact either:

1) Taos Field Office, Bureau of Land Management, 226 Cruz Alta Road, Taos, New Mexico 87571 (or call 505-758-
8851);

2) La Jara Field Office, Bureau of Land Management, 15571 County Road T5, La Jara, Colorado 81140 (or call
719-274.897)).

The planning process for the Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated Resource Management Plan is concluded with the
signing of the Record Of Decision approving the Taos Resource Management Plan amendments and the activity-level
management direction outlined in the Final Plan.

Thank you to those who participated in the planning process. There will be many opportunities for public involve.
ment in implementing this plan. Continued public involvement in implementing planned actions will allow us to
effectively manage the public lands and resources in the Rio Grande Corridor.

Sincerely,

i) 2000

Date

V)og CAAY) Dron f— /#2000

CarlosPinto 7 Date
La Jara Field Manager

Ron Huntsinger
Taos Field Manager




RECORD OF DECISION

The purposc of this document is to approve the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) decisions to amend the Taos
Resource Management Plan, as well as decisions to manage the public lands along 94 miles of the Rio Grande and
some 42.7 miles of its tributaries. The plan includes 123,750 acres of public lands within the BLM’s La Jara Field
Office (formerly San Luis Resource Arca) and Taos Field Office in south-central Colorado and north-central New
Mexico.

DECISIONS AND RATIONALE

1) New Mexico State Director - The decision is to approve Taos Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendments
described in the Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan. There were no changes, other than minor clarifications, to thc RMP
amendments described in the Rio Grande Proposed Plan and Final EIS for the Taos Field Office. Protests received on
the Rio Grande Corridor Proposed Plan did not provide any new information or data that would lead us to the
conclusion that there werc errors in the proposed amendments,

2) La Jara Field Manager - The decision is to select and approve the Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan for the La Jara
Ficld Office. No protests were received, and there were no changes to management actions described in the Rio
Grande Proposed Plan and Final EIS;

3) Taos Ficld Manager - The decision is to select and approve the Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan for the Taos Field
Office, with a few modifications or clarifications to the Rio Grande Corridor Proposed Plan as follows that werce bascd
upon informal protest responses received in October, 1998:

BOATING MANAGEMENT

Outfitter percentage cap - There will be no cap on the percentage of available allocation any outfitter could
have. The proposal to limit the percentage of total allocation that any 1 outfitter could obtain on a segment
has been dropped, since no cvidence has been presented that would suggest at what percentage a competi-
tive market would be compromiscd. Consolidation of existing permits will be handled on a case-by-case
basis, following existing permit transfer guidelines.

Firepans - Only boaters planning to have an open firc necd to carry a fircpan to contain the firc. There is
no need to carry a firepan if a fire is not planned.

Thresholds - The prescriptions appended to thresholds (“x™ days for 2 consccutive years) was dcleted for
all river segments. BLM will monitor boating use throughout the season, and work with outfitters, private
boaters, residents, and other recreation users on a recurring basis to determinc whether adjustments
can/should be made to resolve new concerns, or better meet the guidelines established for each segment.

Outfitter Multi-segment Use - Pcrmits issucd to outfitters specify the river segment in which they arc
allowed to conduct business. Four river segments will be allocated (La Junta, Taos Box, Orilla Verde
(through Pilar only) and Racccourse). For trips that originate in one segment and continue into another
segment, launch requirements for both segments must be adhered to (for example, a Taos Box trip
continuing through Pilar must use one of their allocated launches to continue down river). The only
cxception is for authorized La Junta segment outfitters that continue into the Taos Box scgment after 12:00
p.m; use continuing through the Taos Box in this situation will not count toward historical use in the Taos
Box, since this use will generally fall outside the allocated time period.

Ute Mountain segment (launches) - 2 launches per day will be allowed, whether private or outfitted, on a
reserved first-come basis. The total number of people per day can not exceed 16. Only 1 launch can be an



overnight trip. This change recognizes that the majority of trips on this segment have small group sizes
(generally less than 6 people), allowing more flexibility for day and overnight use. The total number of
people in the segment (32 people per day) would not change.

Razorblades and Upper Box (launches) - 1 launch per day will be allowed for an overnight trip. No
additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use
exceeds 32 people per day. This change recognizes that the majority of trips on this scgment have small
group sizes (generally less than 6 people), allowing more flexibility for day and overnight use. The total
number of people in the segment (32 people per day) would not change.

La Junta (private launches) - 1 launch for an overnight trip would be allowed per day, all overnight trips
must be reserved in advance. No additional restrictions would be placed on private boating until
monitoring shows that daily use exceeds 32 people per day. This change recognizes that the majority of
trips on this scgment are day trips and have small group sizes (generally less than 6 people), allowing more
flexibility for day and overnight use. The total number of people in the scgment (32 people per day) would
not change.

La Junta (outfitter launch size) - Outfitted groups would be limited to 2 launches of up to 16 people each
per day, guides included. Of the 2 launches, 1 may be used for an overnight trip, with no more than 16
people (passengers + guides), and must be reserved in advance. Qutfitters can occasionally exceed the
group size on day trips through use of a pool (up to a maximum of 21 person group size, 10 times total per
season, first-come basis). Limiting group sizcs to 16, including guides, helps preserve the wild character of
the Rio Grande between Lobatos and John Dunn Bridges. In this part of the canyon campsites are small in
sizc and number, Restrictions on group size and the number of encounters per day were originally
developed in the 1984 River Management Plan, based upon a primitive Recreation Opportunity Class (ROS).
Commercial and private boating activities mixed with shoreline use by hikers and fishermen all contribute to
the type of expericnce. This subjective process is commonly used for management of designated

wildermness or management for a wilderness-type expericnce. Since group sizes on this segment rarely have
exceeded a total of 16 in the past, this should still provide ample opportunities for the occasional larger
group for day trips.

Taos Box (pool) - Outfitters can occasionally exceed the day-use group size through usc of a pool of 15 (up
to a maximum of 40 passenger group size, on weekdays only, first-come basis for booked trips). The
addition of a pool adds flexibility for outfitters to accommodate occasional larger groups on weekdays.
Privatc boating use has historically been Jow during the weekdays. This pool may be climinated or modified
if monitoring shows a need to reduce congestion.

Taos Box and All Lower Gorge Segments (overlimit fees) - Qutfitters would be allowed to book an extra 4
passengers on the Taos Box and all Lower Gorge river segments. A fee would be imposcd to remove any
profit incentive, and the extra passcngers would not be counted towards an outfitters’ historic use., Not
counting such use into an outfitter’s historic usc data basc further removes any incentive for using this
measure. This overlimit may be eliminated if monitoring demonstrates a need.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (shoulder seasons) - Shoulder seasons will extend from March | to May 14
and August 15 to October 14, Extending the spring shoulder season to include the month of March gives
morc opportunities to the public during school spring vacations. During public meetings it was noted that
the public was willing to accept an extended shoulder scason in exchange for minimal winter use.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (summer season) - Summer season extends from May 15 to August 14, and
the Labor Day weckend. Extending the summer season until August 14 allows outfitters to include a month
(July 16-August 14) that represents 20% of their overall usc. By including Labor Day weekend in this
scason the last busy weekend of the summer provides the public with morc opportunitics without
significant disruptions to residents.



Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (winter season) - Number of passengers would be limited to 50/week from
October 15 - February 28. This restriction gives the residents a season in which very little outfitted use
would occur and provides for the occasional outfitted trip. This should not negatively impact outfitters or
residents as there is virtually no demand for use during this period.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (time of day) - Outfitted trips may pass Orilla Verde Campground only between
9:00 am and 3:00 pm. This adjustment has been made to resolve protests from 3 outfitters who provide trips
to customers not wanting a whitewater float trip. Since they may be launching from Taos Junction Bridge

or Lonc Juniper as late as noon, they need the 3:00 pm cutoff to accommodate these trips.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (launches, summer) - Allowablc outfitted passcnger numbers will be 300 per
day during the summer scason when river flows arc 2000 cfs or less. The Orilla Verde/Pilar and Racecourse
scgments will initially have a combined pool of 50 on weekend days and 100 on weekdays, available on a
first-come basis and only with confirmed reservations, This pool replaces outfitter trading and could be
adjusted in sizc on an annual basis. Each outfitter will be allowed a total of 32 passengers per day with a
maximum of two launches per day per outfitter. Group size will be limited to 32 passengers, except where
augmented by the pool. Augmented launches may not exceed 50 passengers on weekends and 90
passengers on weckdays. Where augmented launches exceed 40 passengers, these launches must be
staggered in 10 minute intervals. When thresholds are exceeded on the Orilla Verde through Pilar scgment
and/or the Racccourse segment, both segments would be allocated together due to the interconnectedness

of the segments, When river flows cxeced 2000 cfs an additional 1 launch per outfitter may be relocated
upstream from Quartzite. This would change the allowable outfitted passenger numbers to increase to 450
per day when river levels exceed 2000 cfs. Changing the number of allowable outfitted passengers floating
through Pilar to 300 when flows arc under 2000 cfs and 450 when flows are above 2000 cfs allows for more
opportunities for outfitters and the outfitted public. Residents were willing to accept more outfitted use
during the summcr season in order to have a winter season with very little outfitted use, a quiet zone and
outfitted use restricted to a 6 hour period daily. The use of a pool will increase the public’s flexibility
through Pilar for occasional convention groups.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (launches, shoulder) - No more than 120 outfitted passengers per day would
be allowed to float through Pilar during the spring and fall shoulder seasons. This additional use provides
additional opportunities for the public while maintaining a relatively low level of use travelling through the
community of Pilar.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (launches, winter) - Between October 15 and February 28/29, 50 outfitted
passengers per weck would be allowed to pass through Pilar. Outfitters would be able to accommodate the
occasional winter trip without significant impacts to the residents, other users or wildlife.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (allocations) - If the prescribed daily limits are exceeded, the corresponding
days (adjusted annually for the day of the week) would be allocated for the following 5 seasons for both the
Orilla Verde/Pilar and Racecourse segments, basing percentages upon that year and the previous 4 year
period. Although it was statcd when this planning effort began that allocations would be based upon 1990-
1994 data, it was determined that the use of more recent data would be appropriate to reflect the current
situation. In addition, some of the river use data reported to BLLM has been found to be in error. Qutfitted
passenger numbers allowed to travel through the Orilla Verde/Pilar segment arc included as a part of the
total numbers allowed in the Racecourse allocation. Since all trips passing through Pilar will share the river
with boaters downstream as well as the takeout at County Line the passenger numbers for these two river
segments are inter-related. If passcnger numbers through Pilar were not part of the Racecourse allocation,
then the Racecourse carrying capacity (described below) would be exceeded on a regular basis.

Racecourse (carrying capacity) - The carrying capacity of the Racccourse is currently assumed to be 1,050
boaters per day, 600 of which are outfitted passengers. When outfitted usc excecds 600 passengers per



day, specific allocations will be made to each outfitter for those days for the following five ycars to cnsure
that the carrying capacity is not exceeded. Carrying capacity is based upon the amount of congestion on
the river and physical spacc available at the launch and takcout arcas. A maximum of 150 boaters per hour
for seven hours results in 1,050 boaters per day. Qutfitted boating is limited to the 7 hour window but
private usc is not. The acceptable level of congestion varies considerably among river uscrs. Based
upon high-use days in the past, 150 boaters per hour allows for a safe level of usc, but this level
approaches congested conditions that are not acceptable to some private boaters and anglers. The Final
Plan acknowledges that varying levels of recreation use and expericnces will be accommodated throughout
the corridor, and the Racecourse is considered to be the segment that can allow the greatest degree of use
with the fewest conflicts. It is possible that more cfficient use of launch points will reduce the perceived
level of crowding. By allocating use when numbers exceed 600 outfitted passcngers per day, problems can
be addressed before they escalate. Qutfitters acknowledged the need to adjust use at Quartzite to
accommodatc increased use from upstrcam launches.

Racecourse (allocations) - See Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (allocations) section above.

Racecourse (pool) - Most commercial launches will be limited to 40 passengers, however occasional larger
groups up to 90 passcngers could be accommodated through the use of the following: a) combined
launches, where an outfitter may use all of his/her daily allocation in one launch on weekdays only, will be
encouraged during the noon launch window; b) using the BLM pool, where BLM would administer a pool
of 50 passenger spaccs on weekend days and 100 on weckdays (combined total for trips through Pilar and
the Racecourse). This pool would be used to enlarge groups or for additional launches. By allowing
outfitters to enlarge launches through the use of combined launches and a pool system, they are given

morc flexibility to book occasional large school groups or conventions.

Racecourse (launch window) - Qutfitted launches would be allowed only from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. This
launch period assumes concentrated commercial use for 7 hours and then leaves the river to other users
such as private boaters, anglers ctc. Some users would be displaced altogether if high usc cxtends into the
late afternoon or evening hours. Since fow private boaters or other river uscrs occupy the river sites during
the 8:30-9:00 am period, impacts from extending the window would remain low.

Racecourse (facilities) - The Pilar North Parking Arca will be re-designed and landscaped with improved
changing and toilct facilities only if the expanded parking area at the Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center can
not accommodate the load.

Bosque (high water trips to Lover’s Lane) - During high water periods when river levels exceed 2000 ofs
between May 15 and August 14, outfitters will be allowed to extend one Racecourse per day trip into the
Bosque segment as far as Lover’s Lane. Group size would correspond to the Racccourse segment group
sizes. Thesc trips would not count toward the Bosque daily limit of 50 passcngers. Approximately 50% of
all Racecourse use during this high water period would use Lover’s Lanc as a takeout, except at river levels
over 4000 cfs. Flows over 4,000 cfs restrict passage at the Pilar Bridge, and as a result, most groups launch
at Quartzite rather than in Orilla Verde, and may take out at Lovers Lane. By specifying the river level of
2000 cfs as the beginning of high water, residents arc assurcd that outfitted trips will not usc this part of the
Bosque until there is a real need. Flows on average (3 weeks per year) do not frequently exceed 2000 cfs.

Bosque (County Line to Embudo Station or Embudo South, main season) - Except for high water use taking
out at Lover’s Lane, outfitted use between County Line and Embudo Station or Embudo South would be

limited to 50 passengers per day between March 1 and October 14. All trips for outfitters authorized to usc

this segment (cxcept for high water trips originating above County Line and ending at Lovers Lanc) would
count toward the daily limit of 50 passengers. The use season of March 1 to October 14 allows outfitters
opportunities to run a limited amount of passengers daily from the school spring break period in March

through the busy summer scason and into the fall foliage time. The 50 passengers per day imit assures

local residents that boating usc will never reach high levels.



Bosque (County Line to Embudo Station or Embudo South, winter) - 50 outfitted passengers per week will
be allowed in the Bosque segment from October 15 to February 28/29. This winter scason provides & 4
month period with very limited outfitted boating, since public demand during this period is extremely low.

VISUAL RESQOURCES

Editorial Clarification - The Proposed Plan identified incorrect Visual Resource Management Class (VRM)
acrcage on page 2-15. The correct acrcage, as properly described on page 2-40 of the Proposed Plan, 1s
4,789 acres for Class I1I and 10,716 acres for Class 111.

Editorial Clarification - The Proposed Plan carried forward the VRM classifications identified in the 1994
Amendment to the Taos Resource Management Plan.  The Final Plan provides further clarification of the
VRM prescriptions for this arca. If acquired, the area on the rim north of the Arroyo Hondo drainage and
bounded by NM-68, the cast rim of the Rio Grande Gorge and private lands to the north will be managed
under VRM Class I guidelines to maintain critical scenic values. All campgrounds and day usc facilitics are
below the rim, and will be managed as VRM Class IIl. The remainder of the recreation arca will be managed
as VRM Class 11

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

The BLM will study the interaction between streamflow and riparian-aquatic habitat. The Taos Field Office
and La Jara Field Office will continuc to work with BLMs National Applied Resource Science Center to
study strecam channel morphology and flows in order to asscss the habitat’s ability to provide for fish and
wildlife resources, consistent with goals of statc wildlife agencies, and determine where in the planning area
these goals can be reasonably achieved;

BLM will take the lead to initiate a water resources group which will be encouraged to mect annually,
composed of the Rio Grande Water Conscrvation District, Colorado Division of Water Resources (Division
3), Colorado Division of Wildlifc, San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, Rio Grande Corridor Advisory
Committee, Rio Grande Restoration, New Mexico Environment Department, Colorado State Health
Department, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlifc Scrvice and U. S. Geological
Survey to explore water quantity and quality issucs in the planning corridor.

PUBLIC ACCESS

Route 132H will remain open if statc lands underlying the route are acquired, since Route 132J) (formerly
132C cast) does not connect with Route 132H as originally depicted on Map 7 of the Rio Grande Corridor
Proposed Plan. Route 132H was proposcd to be closed if state lands were acquired due to erosional
concerns, BLM will work with uscr groups to implement best management practices for this route to
mitigatc crosional concerns. Route 132) will be closcd, for the lack of a destination and watershed
protcction.

Route 132K was re-labeled as a separate segment from Route 132H and will remain open for mining claim
and rccrecational access.

BLM will pursue a right-of-way to provide for public access to the parking area near the conflucnce of the
Rio Grandc and the Rio Embudo. This action clarifies the intent to allow for public use and enjoyment of
this area, while protecting sensitive riparian resourccs from off highway vehicle impacts.



CASUAL USES

The Final Plan does not contain specific prescriptions for commercial hot air balloon activitics. A separate
environmental analysis of the proposals rclated to special recreation use permits for commercial hot air
balloon operations is ongoing. Additional public input will be requested prior to any decisions on these
proposals.

ALTERNATIVES

Four altermative management plans were described and analyzed in the Draft Rio Grande Corridor Plan (Draft Plan).
These alternatives resolved nine planning issues that were identified by BLM and the public. Fach altemative
presented a different management strategy ranging from an emphasis on resource use to a priority for cnvironmental
protection. Under Alternative A, the no action alternative, multiple-use management would have continued in the
same manner as currently exists. Alternative B would have provided an emphasis on sustaining or improving
biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. Alternative C would have given preference to developed recrcation
opportunities and other resource uses. Alternative D, the preferred alternative, was designed to maintain and
enhance ecosystem health while optimizing recrcational opportunities and other resource uses.

Following public and internal BLLM comments on the Draft Plan, several changes were incorporated to formulate the
Proposed Plan/Final EIS. The decision is essentially the Proposed Plan described in the Final EIS, with a few
meodifications that resulted from protests received on the Final EIS.

ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM FURTHER STUDY

In addition to the four alternatives described in the Draft Plan, two additional proposals were considered but
climinated from further analysis:

1) The Colorado Environmental Coalition (CEC) submitted a “Citizens Management Altcrnative for protecting the
biological diversity and ecosystem health on the Rio Grande River Corridor”. Many of the CEC proposals were
included in the scoping results and were considered during the development of the four alternatives. Other
proposals that were considered but eliminated were outside the scope of this planning effort.

2) The Rio Grande Restoration submitted a “Proposed Streamflow Enhancement Amendment” to the Rio Grande
Corridor Plan. The amendment proposed that BLM immediately conduct instream flow studies as a basis for federal
reserved water rights claims, and provide for augmentation from the Closed Basin Project in Colorado of late summer
streamflows on the Rio Grande. The proposal as written would have had detrimental thermal impacts to cold water
specics, and was eliminated. BLM instcad has committed to continue to work with water managers from Colorado
and New Mexico to develop long-term solutions to the complex water management issues, and to work with BLM’s
National Applied Resource Science Center to obtain information on the relationship between strcamflow and riparian
and aquatic habitat.

MITIGATION AND MONITORING

Some decisions in the Final Plan will require additional consideration of affected resources prior to implementation.
All reasonable measures will be taken to ensure that adverse impacts are mitigated in a manner consistent with the
prescriptions in the Final Plan. These prescriptions may be supplemented during environmental analysis for site-
specific actions. Monitoring is discussed is specific resource scctions of the Final Plan.



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public opinion has been thoroughly sought since the inception of this plan in 1994. Public participation efforts were
described in detail on pages 5-4 and 5-5 of the Proposed Plan. A summary of that public involvement process, as
well as the inclusion of an additional opportunity to provide input that is not a normal part of the process, the
informal protest period, follows:

Preparation of a public participation plan;
Federal Register notices of intent and availability;
Numecrous formal and informal meetings with stakcholders, with many of the meetings conducted by
contracted facilitators;
Interaction with citizen work groups in communities near the Rio Grande;
< Planning updates and informational mailings;
Formal public hearings and a total of 177 days (including 2 extensions) to review the Draft Plan/EIS;
Numerous briefings with neighborhood associations and local, county, and state agencies;
A 30-day protest (for RMP-level actions) and informal protest (for Activity-level actions).

A

PROTEST RESOLUTION

Four protests and 32 informal protests were filed during the protest period that ended October 5, 1998, All of the
protests and informal protests were considered in the preparation of this Record of Decision. There were no
changes added to the Final Plan based on the four protests that were forwarded to the Director of the BLM for
resolution. The protests dealt only with RMP-level actions, while the informal protests rclated to activity-level
actions.  Several changes were included in the Final Plan based upon the informal protests. The majority of the
informal protcsts addressed boating management,

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

Throughout the process BI.M has consulted informally and formally with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under
Scction 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended. The BLM prepared a Biological Assessment
(integrated within the FEIS) on the probable affccts of implementation of the actions identiticd in this plan on
threatened and endangered species for review by the USFWS.

Following that review, USFWS issued a biological opinion on BLLM’s Biological Assessment. The Service provided
concurrence with the BLLM determinations of “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” for endangered or
threatened species occurring or potentially occurring within the planning area. This completes the formal Section 7
consultation process.

CONSISTENCY

There arc no known or identified inconsistencies with the plans, programs, and policies of other federal agencies and
of state and local governments, The 60-day Governor’s consistency review period ended September 30, 1998, No
inconsistencies were identified. A concern was identificd by Walter Bradley, Lieutenant Governor of New Mcxico
relating to the economic impact of reducing the number of outfitters providing recreational scrvices. This issue was
resolved upon further clarification to Cecilia Abeyta at a BLM Resource Advisory Committee mecting that any
reduction in the number of outfitters would be through attrition only, and that losses (up to the defined carrying
capacity) would be absorbed by other outfitters.



CONCLUSION

The Record of Decision constitutes the Bureau of Land Management’s final action on approving the Taos Resource
Management Plan amendments and activity-level management direction as contained in the Rio Grande Corridor
Final Plan. Any person adverscly affected by a decision of the BLM in implementing any portion of this Plan may
appeal that action to the Interior Board of Land Appeals pursuant to 43 CFR Part 4, at the time the action is proposed

for implementation.
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Taos Field Office La Jara Field Office
226 Cruz Alta Road 15571 County Road T5
Taos, New Mexico 87571 La Jara, Colorado 81140

January 4, 2000

Dear Reader:

This document is the final version of the Rio Grande Corridor Plan, which provides management guidance for public
lands along the Rio Grande in New Mexico (Taos Field Office) and in Colorado (La Jara Field Office) and amends the
Taos Resource Management Plan. The plan provides a vision for managing the natural resources in the cormdor from
La Sauses, Colorado to Velarde, New Mexico, and is the result of over 5 years of work with individuals, community
groups, the outfitting industry and federal, state and local governments. The enclosed final version of the Rio Grande
Corridor Plan is a refinement of the Proposed Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement published in August, 1998.

The planning process for the Rio Grande Corndor was concluded with the January 4, 2000  signing of the Record
of Decision approving the Taos Resource Management Plan amendments and the activity-level management direction
outlined in the Final Plan.

We appreciate the effort many of you have made to participate in the planning process. There will be many

opportunities for public involvement in implementing this plan. Continued public involvement in implementing
planned actions will allow us to effectively manage the public lands and resources in the Rio Grande Corridor.

Sincerely,

M-mﬁ,,\,

R6n Huntsinger Carlos Pinto
Taos Field Manager La Jara Field Manager
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The Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan describes
strategies for managing the public lands and allocat-
ing resources along 94 miles of the Rio Grande and
some 43 miles of its tributaries (refer to Maps 1 and
2). The document describes amendments 10 the Taos
Resource Management Plan (RMP - 1988, also
amended in 1991 and 1994). The Final Plan and the

Environmental Impact Statement were prepared
according to the requirements of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act and the National
Environmental Policy Act. The Record of Decision
for the Final Plan was signed on January 4, 2000, and
is available from the Taos and l.a Jara Field Offices.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The Rio Grande Corridor planning area includes
public land within the Bureau of Land Management's
(BLM's) La Jara Field Office (formerly San Luis
Resource Area) in south-central Colorado and Taos
Ficld Office (formerly Taos Resource Arca) in north-
central New Mexico. BLM managers in Colorado
and New Mexico recognized the interdependence of
the people, land and natural resources along the
northern portion of the Rio Grande and the
cfficicncies of a single, cooperative, coordinated
resource planning effort. So this document is a little
different than the usual because it includes two very
diffcrent levels of BLM planning. Through this
document the BLM prepared an activity-level
coordinated resource management plan for the public
land within the Rio Grande Corridor, and also
amended the Taos RMP. The San Luis RMP is not
being amendcd.

Planning cfforts for the Rio Grande Corridor formally
began in 1994, hut the Final Plan is the result of

extensive public participation that began many ycars
carlier. Changes in recreation use and public
demand, wildlife habitat, and ccosystem caused
concerns have causcd the BLM to take a
comprchensive look at its management of public land
within the Rio Grande Corridor. Additional factors
contributing to the decision to prepare this plan
included RMP prescriptions for both ficld offices,
new management proposals that would not have been
in conformance with the Taos RMP and Public Law
103-242 (May 4, 1994). This Wild & Scenic River
lepislation added a 12-mile scgment of the Rio
Grande (from the Taos junction Bridge 10 just below
the County Line Recreation Site) to the National
Wild & Scenic River system. The legislation also
mandated a suitability study of a 7.6-mile segment of
the Rio Grande below the County Lince Recreation
Site to the Velarde Diversion Dam for consideration
as a possible addition to the National Wild &Scenic
River System. Studies for these segments were not
included in the Taos RMP.

PLANNING PROCESS

The overall objective of resource management
planning as prescribed by the BLM Planning
Regulations (Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 1600) is to provide a sound basis [or
systematically evaluating and deciding uses of the
public lands. The B1.M develops three types of
plans: RMPs (and RMP Amendments), Activity Plans
(such as coordinated resource management plans),
and Project Plans. This planning process included
both an amcndment to the Taos RMP and an activity-
level plan for the Rio Grande Corridor planning arca.

The process focused on planning issucs, which are
significant problems, concerns, or opportunitics that
strongly affect management direction. Issues were
identificd by the general public, American Indian
tribes, other {ederal agencies, state and local
governments; and BLM stalt and managers. The
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following issues became the focal point of this plan:

Issue 1: In New Mexico only, determine the
suitability of and protective mcasures for the wild and
scenic qualities of the Rio Grande, Rio Embudo, and
12 streams arc legislative and planning mandates.

Issue 2: Protection of riparian areas; conflicts with
recreation, grazing, other resource uses and with the
development of recreational [acilities.

Issuc 3: Soils, vegetation, water quality, and terres-
trial and aquatic habitat are adversely affected by
recreation, grazing, mining, construction, and other
soil-compacting and surface-disturbing activities.

Issuc 4. Historical and archacological resources are
adversely affected by other resource uses.
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Issue 5: Scenic quality is threatened by human
activitics and development.

Issue 6: Recreation is a major and growing use of the
planning area that often conflicts with other public
and private resource uses,

Issuc 7: Providing opportunities for commercial and
personal uses of public land in the planning area
conflicts with protecting natural and scenic resources.

Issue 8: The public requires access Lo and through
public land; however, this access has resulted in
unauthorized use of private land, degradation of
natural resources, and conflicts among users.

Issue 9: Determining proper levels of resource
interpretation and public education regarding
fCSOUICE USC.

DESIRED FUTURE CONDITIONS

In addition to the issues identified above, BLM
worked closely with the public to develop desired
future conditions for the planning area. Following is
a bricf description of how the land and its uses would
likely appear to an observer 15 or more ycars in the
futureC what the desired future condition of the
planning area would be with implementation of the
Final Plan.

Protection and Enhancement of Natural, Historic,
Archaeologic and Scenic Resources

The landscape supports a diverse, healthy, natural
system represented by native communities of
vegetation with no increase in exotic plant species.
Critical and crucial habitats have been maintained
and enhanced. Vegetative modifications and usc
restrictions have improved the health of the land,
including habitat, watershed function, and soil
stability. Approximately 95 percent of the total
riparian arca is in proper {unclioning condition, and
the acrcage of riparian areas has increased. Al-though
increased human presence has influenced vepetative
communitics and wildlife populations, the impacts on
these resources have been mitigated.

Scenic quality continues to be highly valued, cnjoy-
ed by visitors and residents, and has been main-taincd
or enhanced throughout the area. Visual Resource
Management (VRM) classes have been assigned to
protect critical viewsheds. A number of
archacological and historic sites have been identi-

fied, documented, stabilized, and interpreted in
response to increased visitation.

Recreation and Facility Development
A varietly ol high-quality recreational opportunitics
exist. BLM constructed new or remodeled facilitics
to blend in with the natural landscapc at the Lobatos
Bridge, Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde recreation arcas,
and selected Lower Gorge sites. These facilitics arc
now farther from the river/shoreline. In some arcas,
facilities have been eliminatcd to mect resource
needs.

Although access to the Rio Grande is limited in some
areas, visitors continuc to find opportunities for
solitude. Recreational usc is restricted in some
locations and managed to maintain uncrowded
conditions. BL.M actions to control recreational use
and access (¢.g., signing, public information,
enforcement, and allocations) have resulted in
reduced conflict between users, landowners and
native species.

The Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde recreation areas and
sclected parts of the Racecourse Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC) accommodate
intensive lcvels of recreation use; are clean, safe,
attractive, well-maintained; and provide access for
public land users (including thosc with disabilities).
The demand for full-service camping is met by

private industry on privale land.

Opportunities for Commercial and Personal Uses
These uses within the corridor arc compatible with
sustained biodiversity, a healthy ccosystem, and
scenic quality. The BILM provides recrcational
opportunitics and emergency services, protects
natural resources and cultural values, and resolves
user conflicts in partnership with local governments,
state and federal agencies, tribal governments, and
private landowners

Public Access
Public access to the Rio Grande has been limited, but
is provided in other areas where impacts on wildlifc
and riparian vegetation are minimal.

Interpretation and Public Education
The BI.M shares responsibility for stcwardship with
residents, communities, visitors, and providers of
commercial recreation services o benefit public and
private land. The presence of agency stalt on the
ground enhances public salety and customer service.
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From the issues and the desired future condition
statements, a Draft Plan was formulated, presenting
four alternative approaches to managing the public
lands in the Rio Grande Corridor. Following the
conclusion of the comment period on the Draft Plan
in October 1997 and the subsequent analysis of the
comments, a Proposed Plan was released in Scptember
1998, The Proposed Plan included a mixture of the
actions/prescriptions from various alternatives
presented in the draft. The protest period for the
Proposed Plan ended in October 1998 and minor

adjustments were made to develop the Final Plan.
There were no changes to the RMP amendments
outlined in the Proposcd Plan.

The issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD) and
Final Plan completes the planning process. The next
sleps are implementation of the actions, preparation
of individual project plans, and
monitoring/evaluating the results so necessary
adjustments in our implementation can be made to
beuter achieve the desired future condition.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public opinion has been sought frequently sought
since the inception of this plan in 1994. Public
participation efforts arc described in detail on pages
5-4 and 5-5 of the Proposed Plan. A summary of the
public involvement process follows:

C Preparation of a public participation plan;

C Federal Register notices of intent and availability;

¢ Numerous formal and informal meetings with
stakeholders, with many of the mectings conducted
by contracted facilitators;

C Interaction with citizen work groups in
communities ncar the Rio Grande;

C Planning updates and informational mailings;

C Formal public hearings and a total of 177 days
(including 2 exlensions) to review the Drafl
Plan/EIS;

C Numerous briefings with neighborhood
associations and local, county, and stale agencies;
and

C A 30-day protest period (for RMP-lcvel actions)
and informal protest period (for Activity-level
actions). The informal protest period was an
additional opportunity for public input that is not
a normal part of the process.

IMPLEMENTATION

Progress on the Final Plan’s implementation will be
reported annually to the public. Persons adversely
affceted by the implementation of a specific action
may appeal the implementation of that action.

Appeals must bc made to the Interior Board of Land
Appeals (in accordance with 43 CFR 4.400-4.704)
when the action is proposcd for implementation.

LIFE OF THE PLAN

The life of the plan is expected (o be 15 ycars. The
Final Plan attempts to provide for adaptive manage-
ment as additional or unexpected challenges surface
and new information becomes available. The success

of adaptive management will be determined by the
willingness of stakeholders to work together to
resolve conflicts.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AREA

Upper Gorge
The Upper Gorge begins at the La Sauses Cemetery in
Colorado, 22 miles north of the Colorado-New
Mexico state line, and extends for about 47 miles
along the Rio Grande to its confluence with the Rio
Pucblo. In the northern part of the unit, the Rio
Grande flows past cliffs as high as 100 {eet. The San
Luis Hills are the main geographic feature (o the west,
rising up to 900 teet above the platcaus surrounding
the river, To the east are privale lands (not included
within the planning area).

Cight miles north of the state ling, the Lobatos Bridge
marks the beginning of the Rio Grande Gorge. Here
the river cuts into the lava flows charactceristic of the
Taos Plateau. By the time the river reachcs New
Mexico, the gorge is 200 fect wide and about 150 feet
deep. In the Wild Rivers arca, the gorge is nearly 0.5
mile across and 800 feet deep. Conscquently, access
in this scction always has been limited 1o a few foot
trails descending into the gorge and even fewer roads
suitable for vehicles. Limited access and varied
habitat have enabled significant populations of
raptors, waterfowl, and fish to flourish. Boaters often
reler 1o this upper part of the gorge as the "Ute
Mountain Run." Lec Trail marks the last place
boaters get out of the river before reaching more
difficult rapids on the Rio Grande.

The Wild Rivers Recrcation Areca is situated along 7
miles ol the rim of the Rio Grande Gorge and offers
some of the area’s most spectacular views. The area
between Chiflo and Littlc Arsenic is known locally as
the Upper Box. 'This section of the Rio Grande offers
some of the most difficult Class V+ whilewater rapids
in the Southwest. After these rapids the river becomes
more navigable and is referred to as La Junta section
(La Junta is Spanish for meeting and refers (o the
conlluence of the Rio Grande and Red River).
Springs and seeps along this section add to the flow
of the Rio (Girande and help maintain a hcalthy

aquatic ecosystem. Anglers hike into the canyon
seeking some of the best fishing to he found on the
Rio Grande.

At the John Dunn Bridge, La Junta section gives way
to the Taos Box, an 18-mile-long stretch of the Rio
Grande that ends at the Taos Junction Bridge. The
Taos Box is a very popular Class 1II/IV whitewater
run during spring and early summer when runoff
provides adequate flows. Several historical sites and
hot springs lie near the John Dunn Bridge. Wildlife

and riparian valucs diminish as a result of natural
geographic changes, but trophy-sized trout and an
occasional pike are caught in this scction.

Lower Gorge
The Rio Pueblo de Taos, also called the Little Rio
Grande, enters the gorge just above the Taos Junction
Bridge and marks the beginning of the Lower Gorge.
Jn contrast o the Upper Gorge where access by road is
limited to a few crossings, thc Lower Gorge is casily
accessed by state highways along its entire length.
The Lower Gorge is also much wider and more open
than the Upper Gorgce and provides a richer riparian
environment.

The Lower Gorge has three distinct segments - Orilla
Verde, the Racecourse, and the Bosque. Orilla Verde
Recreation Area makes up the first 5 miles of this
unit, where a paved road follows the canyon on the
east side of the river. This side of the river is
privately owned for approximately the first 2 miles
downstream of the Rio Pueblo and Rio Grandc
confluence. The west side is undevcloped cxcept for
the campground at Taos Junction.

The canyon opens up slightly in the Lower Gorge and
is about 700 to 800 feet deep. The gradicnt of the
river decreases significantly in contrast to the Upper
Gorge. Wildlife, particularly birds, are more
abundant in this wider riparian zone, and fishing and
other activities increasc duc to the ease of access.
Just downriver from Orilla Verde is the village of
Pilar, where private land horders both sides of the Rio
Grande for the next mile.

The river turns abruptly southwest as it leaves Pilar
and cnters the Racecourse, a Smile-long reach with
mostly BLM-managed lands bordering the river, NM
68, a major north-south route between Taos and
Espanola, parallels the river south of Pilar. Near the
junction of NM 570 and NM 68 is the Rio Grande
Gorge Visitor Center with facilities for visitors to
Orilla Verde and the Racccourse. About a mile north
of the NM 570/68 intersection is the Pilar North
Parking Arca, uscd primarily by customers of
commercial river outfitters. Three private (racts of
land are located in the Racccourse segment, one of
which has scveral homes.

The river's gradient increascs in the Racccourse
scetion as the result of the less erosive schist and
quartzite that form the walls of the gorge. Numerous
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Class III rapids exist for whitcwater thrill seekers. The
BLM has developed two river aceess and recreation
sites to accommodate the heavy public use of the
Racecourse sectionC Quartzite (near the beginning of
the Racccourse) and County Ling (at the end of the
Racecourse). Between these two sites is the most
heavily boated scction of river in New Mexico, with
boating use approaching 40,000 visitors per season.

The Bosque segment of the Lower Gorge begins at
the County Linc Recreation Site, where the gorge
again opens up and the river passes pastoral sur-
roundings of cottonwoods, {ruit orchards, and private
homes that form the communities of Rinconada and
Embudo. Only a few parcels of public land exist in
the next 6 miles. Boating use on this scction is
significantly less than on the Racecourse section and
mainly consists of canocists and rafters interested in a
lNat-water boating cxpericnce.

The canyon narrows and turns south for the last 2
miles of thc Lower Gorge, where BLM lands pre-
dominate once again. The abandoned Chili Line
Railroad parallels the river on the west bank, The old
train stop at Embudo Station has been converted to a
restaurant/gift shop complex where the few float trips
that continue below the County Line Recreation Site

leave the river. The most signilicant recreational use
in this scction is fishing, The Lower Gorge ends at
the Velardc Diversion Dam.

Copper Hill
The Copper Hill area lics south and east of NM 68
and is named after Copper Hill, onc of the higher
peaks in this area. Scvcral streams that drain this
portion of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains character-
ize the unit, the most significant being the Rio
Embudo. Access in much of the unit is limited by the
steep, denscly wooded terrain, and NM 75 is the main
route.

The Embudo Box is a remote, wild scction of the Rio
Embudo between the NM 75 crossing and the mouth
of the canyon above Cafioncito. This section of river
is difficuit to access and is litlle known cxcept to
local residents and a few avid kayakers, hikers, and
anglers. The canyon possesses outstanding natural,
scenic, and ecological resources.

The Agua Calienle drainage supplics irrigation water
to the village of Pilar. This watershed is covered by
stands of pifion, juniper, ponderosa pine, aspen, and
Douglas fir, and contains notcworlhy riparian habitat.
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Most actions to be implemented in the Rio Grande
Corridor arc described in this section, under onc of the
eight special management areas which cover nearly all
of the planning area.

Resource Management Plans (RMPs) have been
completed for the Colorado and New Mexico por-
tions of the planning area. These broad-based plans
provide general management dircction {or public
lands and arc amended periodically as necessary. The
RMPs outline what uses can occur, list special
restrictions when needed, and present long-term
dircction for specific issues such as transportation
planning, land ownership adjustments, and facility
deveclopment. They also identify areas of public land
that warrant special consideration by BLM duc to
significant resources or opportunitics.

The San Luis RMP, completed in 1991, provides
guidance for the planning arca in Colorado managed
by La Jara Field Office. No changes to this RMP were
made by the Rio Grande Corridor planning effort.
The actlions described for Colorado are designed to
implement the prescriptions contained in the San
Luis RMP for three designated arcas: the San Luis
Hills Area of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACEC), Rio Grande Corridor ACEC, and the
somewhat overlapping Rio Grande Corridor Special
Recreation Management Area. The San Luis RMP
also recommends that BLM consider a joint study
and analysis in Colorado and New Mecxico to deter-
min¢ whether the Rio Grande (41 miles in Colorado
and 57 miles in New Mexico) should be recom-
mended for designation as a National Conservation
Area (no congressional action is pending).

[Re]

The Taos RMP (completed in 1988, amended for oil
and gas leasing in 1991, and for designation of the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area in 1994) provides
guidance for the planning area in New Mexico. In the
Rio Grande Corridor Plan, BLM has made sev-eral
amendments to the Taos RMP concerning spc-cial
management arcus, ACECs and recreation arcas:

C The Riparian/Aquatic Special Management Area
(SMA) designation is rescinded for lands within the
planning arca. These areas and resources will be
protected by other designations or actions.

C The Wild Rivers SMA designation and the
Guadalupe Mountain ACEC designations are
rescinded, and replaced by an expanded Wild
Rivers Recreation Area.

C The Racecourse ACEC designation is rescinded. 1t
is replaced by the 16,351-acre Lower Gorge ACEC,
which also incorporates 629 acres formerly in the
Black Mesa ACEC.

C The 1988 designations (or the Warm Springs SMA,
Agua Calicente and Embudo Canyon ACECs and
Lower Embudo SMA are rescinded. They now arc
included in the newly designated 17,280-acrc
Copper Hill ACEC.

BLM will continue 10 use Supplementary Rules for
managing activities on public land in the Taos Field
Office (Federal Register; May 10, 1996). These rules
gencrally arc revised every five years, with an
opportunity for public input. The next revision is
scheduled for 2000.
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SAN Luis HiLLS ACEC (COLORADO)

The San Luis Hills Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC) covers about 36,380 acres of
publicly owned land which include IFlat Top
Mountain and the San Luis Hills. The San Luis Hills
are known for their wetlands, big-game habitat, and
scenic quality.

ACCESS
Vehicle use in the ACEC is restricted to designated
roads or trails, as shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b (in back
pocket), and described in Table 3-1. An exception is
the semi-primitive, nonmotorized portion (2,000 acres)
on Flat Top Mountain, which is closed to motorized
vehicles.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock grazing will be managed under guidelines
for Allotments 4245A, 4247, 4248, 4249, 4250, 4251,
4252, 4253, 4255, and 5256 (see Map 7 in the back
pocket and Table 3-4).

MINERALS
Continue to enforce the No Surface Occupancy
stipulation that has been placed for oil and gas

leasing and development on the scmi-primitive,
nonmotorized Flat Top Mountain portion (2,000 acres)
of the ACEC. This same arca will remain closed to
mineral materials disposal.

WATERSHED
A research program for spccial-status plants in this
ACEC will be developed.

WILDERNESS
The San Luis Hills Wilderncss Study Area (WSA) is
located in the southern portion of the ACEC and
covers 12,300 acres. The BLM has recommended to
Congress that the area is not suitable {or wilderness
designation. Until Congress decides whether to
designate or not, BLM will manage the San Luis Hills
WSA portion of the ACEC under guidance in the
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for
Lands Under Wilderness Review (1995). No actions
will be approved or new uses allowed that will impair
the area’s suitability for wilderness preser-vation.
Valid and existing activitics arc allowed 1o alfect
wilderness characteristics in a WSA, if no unncccssﬁry
and unduc degradation occurs.

2-2
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Ri10 GRANDE CORRIDOR ACEC AND SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA (COLORADO)

The Rio Grande Special Recreation Management
Area (4,595 public land acres) follows the river for 22
miles, beginning just south of La Sauses Cemetery
and cxtending to the New Mexico state line. The
ACEC covers much of the samc arca, but its boundary
includes some public lands that are farthcr west of the
river. The 4,157 acres of public lands in the ACEC
were designated to provide special management for
the significant natural, scenic, and recreational values
along this stretch of the Rio Grande. The larger
rccreation management arca was designated to
provide river-oriented recreation opportunities and
facilities nceded Lo provide for safe visits.

ACCFESS
Vehicles will be restricted to designated roads and
trails, which arc shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b and
described in Table 3-1. All routes within riparian areas
between the La Sauses Cemetery and the Lobatos
Bridgc (on the west side) have been desig-nated as
closed to vehicle use. BL.M will treat about % acre of
these closed routes to enhance riparian vegetation
recovery,

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
BLM will try to acquire additional acreage and access
for the SRMA by fee title methods (i.e., land
exchanges or acquisitions from willing sellers) or by
obtaining scenic casements (allowing landowners to
rctain title to the land). See Table 3-2 for state/
private lands proposed for acquisition.

BLM will terminate all waterpower sitc withdrawals in
the ACEC, if a legislative designation is made by
Congress to add this part of the Rio Grande to the
national Wild and Scenic River System.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock grazing will be managed under guidelines
for Allotments 4245A, 4249, 4251, 4253, and 4255 (see
Table 3-4).

Grazing will still be allowed in the riparian areas of the
La Sauses (#4255), Pifion Hills (#4249), Mcsa Common
(#4251), Pifion (#4245A and B), and Flat Top (#4253)
allotments at small water gaps (about 2.5 acres total).
The remainder of the riparian arca in these allotments
would be allowed to rest until the standards for a
propetly functioning riparian arca were met on 124.5
acres. Oncc the standards are met, grazing will be
allowed as long as a 4-inch stubble height on
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herbaceous specics is maintained through the May to
June high-watcr secason, or no morc than 20% of the
annual growth of woody riparian specics is used by
livestock, and the area’s ecological health is
maintained.

BLM will continue to work with local private and
public groups to eliminate unauthorized livestock
grazing in riparian areas by cattle moving from private
lands on the east side of the Rio Grande.

MINERALS
Continue to apply the No Surface Occupancy
stipulation to oil and gas leasing and development,
continue closure of the ACEC to mineral matcrial
disposal, and maintain the withdrawal from locatable
mineral entry.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
At La Sauscs, Lobatos Bridge, and other sites in
Colorado, information will emphasize riparian
restoration, river-related resources, raptors, and
historic sitcs. Implement interpretation of sites
through Los Caminos Antiguos Historic and Scenic
Byway partnerships.

RECREATION
Scattered parcels of public land along the river in
Colorado between La Sauscs Cemetery and County
Bridge 142 will be managed for their recreation access
potential, and developed as a part of the Special
Recreation Management Arca. At La Sauses
Recreation Site and L.obatos Bridge, BLM will define
parking areas to limit riparian habitat damage. BLM
will continue efforts to acquire public access rights at
Lobatos Bridge.

RIPARIAN AREAS
BLM will manage the 22 miles of the Rio Grande in
Colorado for riparian protection. The agency's goal is
to improve a total of 124.5 acres or 98% of the riparian
habitat to properly functioning condition within 10
ycars. The BLM will implement the following actions
to achieve this goal:

C Modify 4.25 miles of net wire fence in Colorado
along the statc line to facilitate big game migra-tion
and movement.

C Designate as closed to vehicle use all routes within
riparian arcas between the LLa Sauses Cemetery and
the L.obatos Bridge (on the west side). In addition,
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the agency will treat about %2 acre of closed routes Scenic River designation or National Conservation
to cnhance riparian vegetation, Area designation) for the entire 41-mile-long river
C Plant 10 acres with willows and three acres with corridor running through public lands in Colorado.
cottonwoods over the first five years following plan
approval to restore native species. Additional BLM has recommended a 22-mile segment of the Rio
plantings will be undertaken as additional funding Grande from the La Sauses Cemetery to the New
and partnerships become available. Mexico state linc as suitable for designation, with 14
miles from the cometery to the Lobatos Bridge as
SCENIC QUALITY scenic, and cight miles from the bridge to the state line
Manage the foreground areas of the corridor as Visual as wild. Until Congress designatcs these river
Resource Management Class 1 (see Tables 3-6 and stretches, the BLM is managing this segment under
3-7). interim management restrictions to protect their wild
and scenic valucs. The interim boundaries are 0.25
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS mile from the ordinary high-water mark on each side of
Protect outstanding resource values by sccking an the river.

cnduring form of legislative protection (c.g., Wild and

2-4



R10 GRANDE CORRIDOR FINAL PLAN

CHAPTER 2

SPECIAL. AREA MANAGEMENT

RI0 GRANDE AND RED WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS (NEW MEXICO)

The Rio Grande and Red River in New Mexico were
among the original eight rivers to be designated by
Congress in 1968 to initiate the National Wild and
Scenic River System. From the Colorado state line to
the Taos Junction Bridge, 50 miles of the Rio Grande
are classified as wild, and 2.2 miles near the John Dunn
and Taos Junction Bridges are classified as
recreational. The lower 3.2 miles of the Red River also
are classificd as wild, and the .75 mile below the Red
River Fish Hatchery is recreational.

in 1994, Congress amended the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act to include as a scenic segment the 12-mile-
long stretch of the Rio Grande from the Taos Junction
Bridge to the west section line of Section 15, T 23 N, R
10 E, which is just past the County Line Recreation
Site. This document constitutes the management plan
and proposes boundaries for the 12-mile-long scenic
segment and will be forwarded to Congress at the end
of the planning process.

Congress also asked the BLM to study the eight-mile-
long Bosque Segment (actual mileage is 7.6) from
Rinconada to the Velarde Diversion Dam and report
within thrce years on its suitability for Wild and
Scenic River designation. A report on the Bosque
Scgment is included in this document and will be
submitted to Congress (sec Appendix 3).

Many of the BLM’s actions being undertaken to
manage these Wild and Scenic Rivers are described
under the following Spccial Management Arcas in this
chapter; Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Recrca-tion
Areas, and the Lower Gorge ACEC. The actions
below affect lands that fall outside these other
designated arcas.

ACCESS
Vchicle use is limited to the designated roads shown
on Maps 6-b, ¢, and d (in back pockct) and described
in Table 3-1. Hiking trails provide the majority of
access opportunities along the segments classificd as
wild - sce the Recreation scction below,

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
BLM will attempt to acquire all state lands through
exchange, and will work with willing private land-
owners o acquire properties with a priority on
undeveloped lands and/or those with high-valuc
resources (scc Table 3-2),
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
No livestock grazing is permitted within the desi-nated
river corridors,

MINERALS
The designated portions of the Rio Grande and Red
River have been withdrawn from all forms of mineral
cntry.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
John Dunn Bridge: Post directional signs. Continue
weekend river ranger patrols to permit boating use,
provide information, and direct traffic. Place sign-ing
to support parking and usc restrictions/
controls at the bridge and springs.

Manby Springs: Post interpretive signing to encour-
age protection of cultural resources. Acquire public
access to the trailhead at Manby Springs.

Rio Grande Gorge Bridge: Develop, in partnership
with New Mexico State Highway and Transportation
Department, interpretive signing on the bridge and
parking areas which provide information about the
bridge, how the Rio Grande Gorge has affected
transportation in north-central New Mexico, the
region’s geology, watchable wildlife in the arca, and a
brief history of the Nation’s Wild and Scenic River
system.

Other public education actions will be implemented in
the Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Recreation Arcas and
the Lower Gorge ACEC.

RECREATION
Prohibit commercially guided fishing along the Rio
Grande from Chiflo Trail to Big Arsenic Trail
(year-round) to protect fisheries resources, and on the
Ute Mountain Segment (from April 1 to May 31) to
protect sensitive wildlife brecding areas.

The West Rim Trail will be extended north from the Rio
Grande Gorge Bridge to Chiflo in the Wild Rivers
Recreation Area. The segment between John Dunn
Bridge and Cerro Chiflo will be closed from May 1 to
July 31 to protect big game species.

Improve the Ute Mountain, East Rim, Lee, Chiflo,
Sheeps Crossing, Miners, Red River, and Manby
Springs Trails, the river trail between the John Dunn
Bridge and Manby Springs, and the Powerline Trail.
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Sign at trailhcads only.

Coordinate with Taos Pueblo in locating an East Rim
Trail between the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge and the
Taos Junction Bridge.

No parking or overnight use (including camping) will
be allowed within 300 feet of existing trailheads or
trail descent points to protect wildlife migration
corridors and access routes to watcr. The BLM will
install appropriate signs to inform users of the
restriction. Restrictions on overnight use will not
apply to the Raven or Powerline trailheads or to the
trailheads on the cast rim of the gorge within the Wild
Rivers Recreation Area.

Closc the John Dunn Bridge Recreation Site 10
camping. Additional sites could be closed if mon-
itoring indicates that resource damage is occurring
that could not be mitigated in other ways.

BLM will coordinate with Taos County and the
Hondo Mcsa Neighborhood Association to determine
& management strategy (or the Manby Springs
easement area,

RIPARIAN AREAS
BLM will manage the Wild and Scenic River cor-ridors
to conserve or enhancc riparian vegetation through
controls on vehicle use, plantings, and removal of
noxious weeds or invasive, non-native plants.

SCENIC QUALITY
The public lands adjoining the wild segments of the
Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic Rivers will he
managed following are classified as Visual Resource
Management (VRM) Class I guidelines. The

devcloped recreation sites, including the BIL.M

Visitor Cenlers, campgrounds, river access sites, and
day use sites are VRM Class II1. VRM Class I applics
to the remaining portions of thc Wild and Scenic

River corridor (scc Table 3-6 for definitions).

To preserve scenic quality, the BLLM will acquire
statc and private land in the Corridor (both surface
and subsurfacc) when owners are willing to sell (refer
to Table 3-2 for a list of these parcels). BLM will
maintain the right-of-way corridor near the Rio
Grande Gorge Bridge and prohibil new right-of-way
crossings elsewherc.

WATERSHED
Fire suppression will be limited to thosc methods lcast
disturbing to soils and vegetation. Fuclwood and
timber sales will not be allowed unless such action
would enhance watershed resources. Recrca-tion
sites will be designed or rebuilt to control erosion,
particularly at sites used for river aceess.

WILDLIFE
Construct cable gratcs on the mine entry at Black Rock
Springs and at the El Poso Cave entrance to protect
bats from human contact. The agency will allow
scientific studies only - the caves will be closed to the
general public.

Protect southwestern willow flycatcher territories
through implementation of the Southwest Willow
I'lycatcher Management Plan, 1998.

Introduce a reproducing population of river otter into
the Upper Gorge in coordination with the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish and Colorado
Department of Wildlife.
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WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREA (NEW MEXICO)

The expanded Wild Rivers Recreation Area is the most
intensively used area in the Upper Gorge. [t includes
portions of the Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic
Rivers (3,209 acres), the original Wild Rivers
Recreation Area (12,060), the former Guadalupe
Mountain ACEC (1,363 acres) and adjacent public
lands (2,034 acres). Private and state land adjacent to
or enclosed by the new boundary also will be included
if they arc acquired (1,565 acres), bringing the area's
total potential public land acrcage to 20,23 1.

About 90% of the area is in a natural condition with
the remaining 10% developed for intensive recrea-tion
usc. The Wild Rivers Recrcation Area was first
developed for visitor use in 1962, with the
construction of roads, trails and facilitics under the
temporary management of the New Mexico State Parks
and Recreation Commission. BLM rcassumed
management responsibility of the area in 1969,
Recreational activitics include hiking, fishing, camp-
ing, picnicking, biking, sightseeing, kayaking, float-
boating, roller blading, wildlife viewing, and naturc
study.

A 13-milc-long paved road, nationally designated as
the Wild Rivers Back Country Byway, provides the
main access to the recreation area. Paved road access
is also available through the Red River Fish Hatchery,
and access to trails is available via Forest Road 9 on
Cebolla Mcsa and other primitive roads on the west
side of the Rio Grandc Gorge.

The Wild Rivers Visitor Center is staffed daily from
May through September, and on weckends during the
low-usc scason. Twenty-two developed campsites are
located along the rim of the Rio Grande and Red River
at four campgrounds and the La Junta Point Overlook.
These sites provide sheltered picnic tables, cooking
grills, water, pit toilets, and trail access to the river
canyons. Five overlook sites have been developed,
mcluding La Junta Point; two of thesc also serve as
overflow campgrounds. Nineteen primitive campsites
are located within the river canyons and are accessible
only by trail. Camping in the canyons is limited to
these designated sites, which arc cquipped with
sheltered picnic tables, cooking grills, and pit toilets.

Within the Recreation Area, 26.5 milcs of main-tained
trails arc available, including six trails that provide
access to the river canyons, two multi-use rim trails,
and two interpretive rim trails. One trail climbs
Guadalupe Mountain to an area designated for

primitive camping. Fourteen miles of rim trail are open
to mountain biking, five miles of canyon trail are open
to equestrian usc, and 11 miles of rim trail are open to
cross-country skiing. Wheelchair access is available
to the La Junta Point Overlook.

Two sections of land within the recreation area arc
owned by the State of New Mexico. One section
contains BLM recreational facilities allowed by the
State under a cooperative agreement. Both sections
are leased for prazing and contain minimal grazing
developments. One parcel of private land lies along
the western boundary of the recreation area; it is uscd
for grazing and occasional hunting.

ACCESS
Vehicle use is limited to roads and trails designated
open in 1994, as shown on Map 6-¢ (back pocket) and
listed in Table 3-1.

To provide and maintain a safe and efficicnt road
network, the loop drive was upgraded for recrea-tional
vehicle use. All paved roads will be resur-faced in
2001. Secondary roads providing acccss to
campgrounds and trailheads will be graded to provide
crowns, ditches, and gravel surfaces (on-going);
parking areas will be defined to discourage random
parking; and annual maintenance will be provided.

LAND QOWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
Privatc and state lands within the Recreation Arca will
be acquired through easement, cxchange or purchase
if there are willing scllers (scc Table 3-2). BLM will
exclude new rights-of-way unless needed for
administering recrcation sites.

LAVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Manage livestock grazing on Allotments 603, 606, 608,
640 and 641 as described in the Allotment
Management Plans in Table 3-4. Grazing will be
climinated in the Loop Road area of Allotment 606
once vegetative treatments (partially completed) have
restorcd grasslands to the southwest of Guadalupe
Mountain.

MINERALS
Maintain withdrawal from locatable mineral cntry and
mineral material disposal. Maintain the closure to il
and gas leasing on 5,000 acres (the developed rim
areas); in the remainder of the Recreation Area, oil
and gas leases would be issucd with a No Surface
Occupancy stipulation.
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PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
Protect and interpret select prehistoric and historic
sites within the recreation arca by conducting a 100%
class 11l inventory, excavating/intcrpreting select
sites for visitors, and taking aclive steps to protect
sites. Appropriate sites will be nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

PusLiC EDUCATION
Environmental education will be the primary method of
developing uscr awarcness and a sense of stew-
ardship that will contribute to preserving the quali-tics
of the recreation area.

Sufficient visitor information and regulatory signing
will be provided to meet current and future needs
while protecting scenic quality. Sign needs will be
reviewed each year and new signing installed as
required.

Displays at the Wild Rivers Visitor Center will be
updated to describe geology, human settlement,
wildlife and habitats, and resource management issues
such as human manipulation of vegetation and use of
firc as a management tool,

BLM will increase ranger patrols at La Junta Point to
provide more contact with visitors, maintain self-
guided nature trails, and install interpretive signing to
orient the visitor and provide information on the
rivers, watchable wildlifc and habitats.

An entry sign will be installed at the main entrance to
the Recreation Area to orient the visitor to the arca’s
opportunities. As use increases, BLM will consider
developing a small entry station to provide cnhanced
visitor services and collect fees.

An amphitheater was completed in 1988 near the
visitor center to provide for an outdoor lecture arca for
quality programs for visitors and area residents.
RECREATION
Supervision, maintenance and visitor scrvices
necessary to operate an cfficient, safc and cnjoyable
Recreation Arca will be provided throughout the year.
A varicty of hosted workers such as volunteers will
continue to be used to supplement the work of paid
staff.

Boating Management: Outfitted and private boater
use will be managed under guidelines described in

Chapter 4.

Casual Uses: All but the Guadalupe Mountain area

2-8

will remain closed to hunting, trapping, and the
discharge of firearms, in cooperation with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish.

Fishing: Commercial fishing access will be closed in
the Wild Rivers Recreation Arca on the Rio Grande
from Chiflo downstream to Big Arsenic Trail. Fishing
access will be enhanced along the Red River by
upgrading the trail from the Red River Fish Hatchery
downstream to the confluence with the Rio Grande. It
will only be maintained to primitive standards, with
construction limited to the usc of hand tools and the
minimum work necessary to define the trail. The trail
system along the rivers will be maintained to provide
access to the river and to disperse use.

Camping/Picnicking: All camping will take place in
developed or designated sites or arcas. BLM will meet
user demand with the minimum number of
well-designed campgrounds and campsites needed to
accommodatc motorized and non-motorized access.
All facilitics on the rim will be fully accessible.
Existing campgrounds will be redesigned and ex-
panded, although priority will be on maintenance of
cxisting facilities over new construction. When
redesign is called for, sites which block public access
to the rim arca or to trails will be relocated. Large RVs
will be accommodated at El Aguaje campground. An
overflow camping arca will be designated, and
additional campsites added when the expanded
campgrounds reach 80% of their capacity during the
high-use months of July and August (this threshold
was reached in 1994 and 1995). No more than 15
additional sites will be added on the rim. The group
campsite at Bl Aguaje campground will be expanded to
accommodate 50 people. Three restrooms will be
developed with showers if water rights arc obtained.

Conflicts between day and overnight uscrs will be
addressed by clearly marking areas for day or
overnight usc. La Junta, Chawalauna and the visitor
center are the primary day use arcas. As nceded,
parking areas will be designated or constructed to
separate day uses such as hiking from the developed
campsites. Each campground will be kept to three
acres or less, with capacity limits cstablished to
preserve opportunities for privacy. Additional picnic
tables will be provided at Sheeps Crossing and Chiflo
when they reach capacity at lcast half the time during
the high use period of July and August.

In the river canyons, adequate camping opportunitics
will be provided without compromising the arca's
solitude. Campsites in the canyon will not cxcced two
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per acre, no ncw shelters will be constructed, and
shelters visible from rim viewpoints will be removed as
they deteriorate, or repaired and relocated. A
reservation system will be considered when use
warrants.

Public water supplies, including springs, will be
monitorcd in accordance with State water quality
standards. Pcrsonnel will be certificd to meet State
waler system opcrator requirements.

Trails: Hiking opportunities will be provided for those
who do not wish to descend into the canyon, and
maintain the loop trail connecting the visitor center
and all campgrounds/day-usc sitcs.

Pack stock will only be allowed on Little Arscnic Trail
and short portions of the River Trail as needed to
access the Rio Grande.

Mountain bike trails have and will be developed
where not in conflict with other trail uscs. Signing,
fencing and barriers will be installed/maintained as
needed to control vehicle use. In 1992 the
Rinconada Trai) was constructed with funds provided
by the Ncw Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department, and was widened in 1999
with additional funds from the same source.

BL.M will construct the Pescado Trail from the Wild
Rivers Visitor Center to the Red River Fish Hatchery,
if trespass concerns of hatchery personnel can be
mitigated.

The Ute Mountain, East Rim, Lee, Chiflo, Sheeps
Crossing, Miners, Red River, and Manby Springs
Trails, the river trail between the John Dunn Bridge
and Manby Springs, and the Powerline Trail will be
improved. Signs will be installed at all trailheads,

SCENIC QUALITY
The wild segments of the Rio Grande and Red Wild
and Scenic Rivers will be managed under Visual
Resource Management Class | guidelines. VRM Class
111 will apply to the developed recreation sites (21
acres), and VRM Class 11 will apply to the remaining
public lands in the Recreation Arca (see Table 3-6 for
definitions).

To protect scenic quality, restrictions on use have
been established, such as right-of-way exclusions and
proteclive withdrawals (described above under Land
Ownership). Scenic quality will be a primary
consideration in facility design. There will be no ncw
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developments in the "loop area”. Specifications for
proposed structurcs will consider size, shape,
materials, color and basic harmony with the existing
landscape. Existing structures, such as the Federal
Aviation Administration garage, will be repainted or
rclocated 1o meet visual requirements.

WATERSHED
Woodlands and shrub grasslands will be treated to
promote forest and watershed health. Fire suppres-
ston and mechanical thinning will be limited to the
methods least disturbing 1o soils and vegetation.
Noxious weeds will be suppresscd using methods
decmed most effective for the particular specics, but
herbicides would be used only as a last resort.

WILDLIFE
Emphasize wildlife viewing as a principle use in the
recreation area by promoting habitat improvement
projccts that will enhance the abundance and varicty
of wildlifc in the area. Opportunities for the public to
observe wildlife will be enhanced by controlling
facility development, installing bird baths and nest-
ing boxes in high usc arcas, and improving habitat for
the reintroduction of sclected specics such as
pronghorn and sage grouse. Such re-introductions
will be in cooperation with the New Mcxico Depart-
ment of Game and Fish. Fencing and creation of a
welland environment are the types of actions required
to meet this objective.

Other wildlife-rclated actions to be taken include
implementing the San Antonio-Pot Mountain habitat
management plan; locating trails and other facilities
to optimize wildlife viewing opportunities; avoiding
development in sensitive wildlife habitats;

cxpanding the no-hunting zone (o include ail but the
west rim arca; and limiting fuclwood and timber salcs
to those that will enhance wildlife habitat.

In the river canyons, BLM will manage the aquatic
habitat to achieve the rivers' full potential for
fisheries by conducting studies on minimal and
optimum flows.

Parking or overnight use (including camping) will
not be allowed within 300 feet of existing trailhcads
or trail descent points, as appropriate, to protcct
wildlife migration corridors and access routes to
water. The BLLM will install appropriate signs to
inform users of the restriction. Restrictions on
overnight use will not apply to the Raven or Power-
line trailheads or to thosc on the east rim of the gorge
within the Wild Rivers Recreation Area.
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ORILLA VERDE RECREATION AREA (NEW MEX1CO)

Orilla Verde Recreation Area provides acecss for a
varicty of activities including camping, fishing,
swimming, boating, bird-watching, hiking, and general
sightsccing along part of NM 570.

The east side of the river is privatcly owned for about
the first two miles downstream of the confluence of
the Rio Pucblo and Rio Grande. Camping is allowed
within the recreation arca only at designated sites.
The west side of the river throughout the recreation
arca is undeveloped except for the campground at
Taos Junction Bridge and two designated primitive
camp sites. Four campgrounds are on the cast side of
the river at Petaca, Arroyo Hondo, Orilla Verde (which
includes a visitor station and storage yard), and Pilar.
Each sitc has picnic and overnight camping facilities,
restrooms, and (except at Arroyo Hondo) drinking
water. Public pay telephones arc available at the Taos
Junction and Orilla Verde campgrounds, as arc group
shelters that accommodate up to 50 people.

Boating access is provided at four locations - -the
Taos Junction, Orilla Verde, and Arroyo Hondo
campgrounds, and at the Lone Juniper Recreation Site,
which is designated for primitive camping.

ACCESS
Vchicle access is limited to designated routes of
travel as shown on Map 6-d and listed in Table 3-1.

Shoreline access at will be restricted at selected
locations in Orilla Verde Recreation Area to protect
bird habitat. Restrictions will be passive (c.g., by
closing off adjacent parking areas or oblitcrating signs
of trails).

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS

BLM will attempt to acquire the following lands if

landowners consent:

C Private land adjacent to the Taos Junction Bridge
(within T 24 N, R 11 E; portions of ¢ight protracted
sections totaling approximatcly 2,510 acres);

C Private land within T 24 N, R 11 E, Sections 22, 23,
29, 32 (approximately 260 acres); and

C State land within T 24 N, R 11 E, Scction 2
(approximately 271 acres).

The Reereation Area is closed to new rights-of-way,
except for underground utilitics and New Mexico State
Highway and Transportation Department road-
maintenance activities.
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Grazing will be managed under guidelines shown in
Table 3-4 for Allotments 517 and 626 (shown on Map 7
in the back pocket). No livestock use will be permitted
within the Gorge.

MINERALS
Continue closure of the Recreation Area 10 locatable
mineral entry. The No Surface Qccupancy stipulation
for oil and gas leasing and development would be
applied to any leases issucd covering this area.

Except for recreational gold panning and a huilding
stone site at Arroyo Hondo (T 24 N, R 11 E, Section
24), the removal or collection of rocks or mineral
malterial will not be allowed.

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
Complete an inventory of cultural resources and
provide interpretation where feasible. The highest
priority for inventory will be arcas of intensive
recreation usc.

PuBLIC EDUCATION
The Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center and sclceted sites
throughout the Recreation Area will be used to
provide visitor information and cnvironmental
cducation on the Rio Grande Gorge, its history,
resources and uscs.

Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center: Provide displays,
including interactive videos, about the Rio Grande
Gorge's recreation opportunitics, history and re-
sources. Promote visitor etiquette toward resources
and education about local custom and culturc. The
visitor center will serve as a hub for environmental
cducation with local and visiting school groups, and
formal prescntations will be given on a variety of
topics of interest to visitors and local residents.

Taos Junction Bridge: Acquire land or make a land
use agreement and put intcrpretive signing in place to
describe the site's history, river ethics, and lcave no
tracc practices. Provide BLM ranger presence,
including guided hikes.

La Vista Verde Trail: Install a sign at the trailhead
about hiker safety, cultural resources protection and
vegetation.

Orilla Verde Campground. Replace the current
contact station with an unstaffed facility to provide
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cxhibits describing the area's recreation opportuni-
tics, sitcs of interest, riparian ecosystem, cultural
resources, safety, wildlife, geology, and native plants.
A nearby volunteer host site will allow for personal
visitor contacts in summer.

RECREATION
Roating: Enforce the supplemental rule that pro-hibits
motorized travel on the river by prohibiting hovercraft
or motorized boat launching on public lands. Outfitted
and private boaters will be managed under guidelincs
described in Chapter 4.

Casual Uses: Continue the closure to hunting,
trapping, and the discharge of firearms within the
recreation area, in cooperation with the New Mexico
Department of Gamc and Fish.

Fishing: Provide universal fishing access at one or
lwo locations in the Recreation Area, and improve
trails to the river from parking arcas along NM 570 (o
provide saler access.

Camping and Picnicking: Camping in the Orilla Verde
Recreation Area will be allowed only at developed
campgrounds, and at designated primitive sites at

Lone Juniper and selected sites on the west side of the
river.

All campgrounds will be rebuilt to improve acces-
sihility, provide additional sites where spacc allows,
and provide additional services such as more group
sites, RV hook-ups, dish washing stations, and
restrooms with showers. Each campground will have
a host/information facility with full hookups. Host
facilitics may be provided al major river access sites il
Use warrants.

A fully developed campground with 9 to 13 sites
including at least one group site will be constructed
near the historic stagecoach stop northeast of the

bridge, if the private land adjacent to the Taos
Junction Bridge is acquired.

Trails: BLM will design and construct La Cicncguilla
Trail from Pilar campground to the Taos Junction
Bridge Area, and continuc to maintain La Vista Verde
Trail. Short trails used to access the shoreline will be
maintained 1o the minimum extent nccessary to assure
safety.

SCENIC QUALITY
The rim area bounded by New Mexico Highway 68
(NM 68), the north rim of Arroyo Hondo, and the rim
of the Rio Grande Gorge (if acquired) will be managed
under Visual Resource Management Class |
guidelines; campgrounds and developed day-usc
areas along the river under Class 111 guidelines; and
the remainder of the area under Class I1 guidclines.

WATERSHED
Fire suppression activities will be conducted in a
manncr lcast disturbing (o soils and vegetation. A
strategy will be developed to control tamarisk and
noxious weeds and reestablish native vegetation to
improve biodiversily within the Recreation Area.

Water rights for springs in Arroyo Hondo Canyon,
east of NM 68 near the Horseshoe Curve, will be
acquired if owners are willing to scll.

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT
Restrict shoreline access in designated arcas, and
close selected side channels to boating usc to protect
bird habitat.

Human use on public land in the big-game migratory
corridor within Arroyo Hondo Canyon (near
Horseshoe Curve) will not be encouraged.

Protcct southwestern willow flycatcher territories
through implementation of the Southwest Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan, 1998.
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LOoWER GORGE ACEC (NEW MEXICO)

This ACEC covers 16,351 acres of public land along a
14-milc-long stretch of the Rio Grande from the village
of Pilar to the Velarde Diversion Dam, and includes
important riparian habitat along both sides of the
river. The designation recognizes the area's value for
reercation, wildlife habitat, and riparian vegetation,
The majority of the lands within the 12-mile-long
scgment of the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River
designated in 1994 arc within thc ACEC. This new
ACEC will cncompass the former Racecourse ACEC
(1,355 acres) and 663 acres of the Black Mesa ACEC.
Its boundary also encloses 5,127 acres of privatc and
state lands which BLM will try to acquire. The
boundary of the Black Mesa ACEC has been adjusted
to exclude the portion transferred to the new ACEC.

ACCESS
Vcehicle use is limiled to designated roads and trails
which are shown on Map 6-¢ (back pocket). BLM
will work with the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department to identify safe pullouts
for sightsceing and parking along NM 68 and 570.
Road improvements will be recommended to in-
crease safety, such as marked driveway cntrances,
turning lanes, or road work to increasc linc of sight
distances at dangerous hills or turns.

LLAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
Acquire selected private lands within the ACEC
boundarics, if landowners are willing to sell.

Allow disposal of about "2 acrc in T 23 N, R 10 E,
Section 19 to address community nceds and
approximately five acres in T 24 N, R 11 [, Section 33
in Pilar for community purposes and a trash transfer
sitc. Otherwisc, the remainder of the ACEC will be
withdrawn from the public land laws.

New rights-of-way will be excluded unless needed to
administer recreation sites or to provide access or
utility scrvicc to private or statc lands where it was
otherwisc not possible. Utilities will be underground
only and will be co-located with roads.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Grazing will be managed under guidelines described
in Tablc 3-4 for Allotments 503, 514, 516, 517 and
636 (sce Map 7 in back pocket for locations). No
grazing will be permitted within the ACEC’s riparian
and wetland areas.
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MINERALS
Withdraw the ACEC from mincral entry and closc it to
mineral material disposal. The ACEC is closed to
mineral leasing.

PuBLIC EDUCATION
Pilar North Parking Area: Provide river ranger
patrols and limited informational signing.

Quartzite Recreation Site: Develop interpretive signs
describing key resources and river characteristics, and
increase river ranger presence.

Racecourse Parking Sites: Provide interpretive signs
at larger sites receiving the heavicst visitor use, and
focus on Wild and Scenic River management, watch-
able wildlife, and natural and cultural featurcs of
interest.

County Line/Rinconada QOverlook: Provide signing
focusing on riparian area protection.

Lover's Lane: Increase patrol of the site.

Embudo Station: Provide some patrol and interpre-
tive signing on river use, local history, and good
neighbor guidelines in cooperation with landowners.

RECREATION
Boating: Outfitted and private boaters will be
regulated by the guidelines described in Chapter 4.

Camping and Picnicking: Close the Quartzite Re-
creation Site to camping. No camping will be allowed
within 100 feet of the river between the County Line
Recreation Site and the Velarde Diver-sion Dam,
including the County Line and Lover's Lane sites.
Additional sites could be closed if monitoring
indicates that resource damage is occur-ring that can
not be mitigated in other ways.

Provide day-usc facilitics at the south end of the
County Line Recreation Sitc to accommodate fishing
and picnicking and, if use warrants, install a uni-
versally accessible restroom.

Fishing: Provide universal fishing access at the
Quartzite and/or County Line Recreation Sites (away
from the launch/takeout areas), and at Lover’s Lane.
Improve trails to the river from parking arcas along
NM 68 to provide safer acecss.

Trails: BLM will conduct a feasibility study in
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coopceration with the New Mexico State Highway

and Transportation Department for a pedestrian
underpass or overpass between the Rio Grande Gorge
Visitor Center and the Quartzite Recreation Sitc.

Continue to improve foot trails from the NM 68
parking arcas to river sites. Where terrain allows,
BLLM will provide a trail between parking sites to
facilitatc access.

Develop or improve the Rinconada Hill Trail,
following old roads from the County Line Recreation
Site northeast to the Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center,

RIPARIAN RESOURCES
BLM’s goal of improving riparian conditions will be
achicved by closing scveral sites to vehicles, includ-
ing the public lands at the confluence of the Rio
Grande and Rio Embudo, an cast shore vehicle pullout
{ocated %2 mile south of Embudo Station, and the
pullout located just upstrcam from the Velarde
Diversion Dam. The riparian arca at Lovers® Lanc will
be closed to vehicles, and adjacent private lands, if
acquired.

SCENIC QUALITY
Continue application of Visual Resource Munage-ment
Class Il guidelines on all public lands in the

ACEC, cxcept at recreation sites (four acres) which will
be managed under VRM Class 11 guidelines.

To protect the visual quality of the ACEC, rights-of-
way in the ACEC will be strictly limited and the arca
withdrawn from public land and mining laws. BLM will
redesign and landscape the Pilar North Parking Area
and developed recrcation sites, revegetate closed
roads, and rehabilitate the old mining site near the
Taos Junction Campground. BLM will develop
partncrships with the New Mcxico Statc Highway and
Transportation Department and Public Scrvice
Company of New Mexico to improve the appearance
of the NM 68 and 570 rights-of-way and the gas line
parallel to NM 68.

WATERSHED
Shrub grasslands will be burned to improve water-
shed health. Noxious weeds will be suppressed with
methods deemed most effective. Herbicides will be
used only as a last resort. Any unplanned fircs will be
extinguished within the full-suppression zone. in the
rest of the ACEC, fire prescriptions and burn plans will
be developed to meet vegetation management
objectives.

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT
Protect southwestern willow flycatcher territories
through implementation of the Southwest Willow
Flycatcher Management PPlan, 1998.
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CoPPER HILL ACEC (NEW MEXICO)

This area, covering 17,280 acres of public lands south
and east of NM 68, is named after Copper Hill, one of
the higher pcaks in this arca. Scvcral strcams that
drain this portion of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains
characterize the unit, the most significant being the
Rio Embudo. Access in much of the unit is limited by
the steep, densely wooded terrain, but NM 75 is the
main route.

The ACEC includes the now-rescinded Warm Springs
(12,567 acres) and Lower Embudo Special
Management Areas (SMAs), and the Agua Caliente
(664 acres) and Embudo Canyon (1,212 acres) ACECs.
The new ACEC is divided into four zones:

1 The Agua Caliente Protection Zone, which
includes the area from the south boundary of the
Agua Caliente Wild and Scenic River Study Arca
north to the ACEC boundary. The Agua Caliente
drainage supplics water to the village of Pilar that is
used for irrigation. This watershed is covered by
stands of pifion, juniper, ponderosa pine, aspen,
and Douglas fir, and contains noteworthy riparian
and fish habitat.

(3]

The Rio Embudo Protection Zone, which includes
the area from the north boundary of the Rio
Embudo Wild and Scenic River Study Arca south to
the ACEC boundary. The Embudo Canyon is a
deep, five-mile-long box canyon with outstanding
scenic, wildlife, and recreation valucs. Since
designation of the SMA, inventory has shown that
the area also contains critical habitat for the
Mexican spotted owl.

3 The Lower Embudo Cultural Protection Zone, which
covers the same 498 acre arca as the former Lower
Embudo SMA. It ecncompasses portions of the river
valley as well as flat terraces and rolting hills
overlooking it. The area contains archacological
sites dating to the Coalition Period (A.D. 1200-
1325); three of these are small pueblos with
assoclated agricultural and special-use areas.

4 The Central Protection Zone, which covers the
remainder of the ACEC (refer to Map 4 for the
boundaries of the Wild and Scenic River Study
Areas).

ACCESS
Vehicle usc is restricted to designated roads and trails
(scc Map 6-¢ for designations, and T'able 3-1). BLM
will try to acquire administrative access to Agua
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Caliente for fisheries management.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
State and private lands within the ACEC will be
acquircd by purchasc or exchange with willing owncrs.

New rights-of-way will only be allowed in the Central
Protection Zone, and will be excluded in the remainder
of the ACEC.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock in Allotment 521 will be managed under
guidclines shown in Table 3-4. When the current
permittee chooses to stop grazing, the permit will be
retired.

MINERALS
The ACEC will be withdrawn from the public land and
mineral cntry laws. Mineral lcasing will only be
allowed within the Central Protection Zone.

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
A Class I1I (100%) cultural resourccs inventory will be
completed, and all archacological sites recorded. This
inventory will be phased over time and tied to priority
arcas (bascd on protection necds).

Eligible archacological sites will be nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Access to the pueblo ruins in the Lower Embudo
Cultural Protection Zone will be limited to permitted
users only,

Use limited techniques to suppress fires in the Lower
Embudo Cultural Protection Zone. Suppression
techniques causing earth disturbance (e.g., fire lines
built by bulldozers or hand tools, off-road vechicles)
will not be used within this zone.

RECREATION
Primitive camping will be allowed except within 100
fect of rivers or strcams to protect riparian habitat.
The arca will remain open to casual recrcation uses.
Trails will be marked in the Rinconada Hill and Agua
Caliente arcas to limit surface disturbance.

SCENIC QUALITY
Visual Resource Management Class | guidelines will
apply to 1,775 acres of the Rio Embudo and Agua
Calicnte Wild and Scenic River study segments., VRM
Class I1 is assigned to the remainder of the Agua
Calicnte and Rio Embudo Protection Zones (4,789
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acres), VRM Class 111 is assigned to the 10,716 acre
Central Protection Zone,

BLM will protect the visual resources of the ACEC
through land acquisitions, coordination with Rio
Arriba and Taos Countics concerning zoning
regulations, and other limitations on surface-
disturbing activities.

WATERSHED
Manage all woodland and forestry resources to
cnhance wildlifc habitat, ccosystem health, and scenic
values.

WiLD AND SCENIC RIVERS
The BLM will reccommend a five-mile segment of the
Rio Embudo known as the Embudo Box for
designation as a wild component of the Wild and
Scenic River System. Proposed boundaries are shown
on Map 4, and management prescriptions will be
those discussed throughout this Final Plan,

The BLM will complete suilability studies with the
Carson National Forest on their adjoining portions of
the following 10.1 miles of strcams and river scg-
ments (lentative classifications arc shown in parcn-
theses): Arroyo Hondo (scenic), Tierra Amarilla

k3

Canyon (scenic), Agua Caliente Canyon

(scenic/wild), Canada dec Ojo Sarco (scenic), and Rio
de las Trampas (scenic). The BLM will manage these
segments for protection of their wild and scenic
values until the Congress determines their status. The
interim boundaries will be (.25 mile beyond the
ordinary high water line.

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT
Acquirc administrative access to Agua Caliente for
fisherics management.

Prohibit all surface-disturbing projects, vegetative
removal, and mineral material sales to protect Mexican
spotted owl critical habitat area NM-BLM-3 in the new
Copper Hill ACEC. The habitat arca has been
withdrawn from public land and mining laws and
closed to mincral leasing.

Continuc the cooperative cffort with the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish for the reintroduction of
Rio Grandc cutthroat trout to Agua Caliente Canyon
after the existing population of rainbow trout is
removed. In addition, the BLM will designate the Rio
Grande cutthroat trout as a BLM sensitive specics in
New Mexico.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

This chapter provides an overview of the key
resources and uscs oceurring in the Rio Grande
Corridor, and policies to be followed or actions (o be
implemented to improve managecment of the area.
Many guidclines or decisions alrcady in place have
cffcctively met public needs and resolved issues.
Because they have been proven effective, the BLM
will continue to usc these measures to manage the
Rio Grande Corridor. Decisions from previous plans
that will continuc are referred to in the following
resource/usc summaries.

In August of 1996, BLM amended its grazing
regulations to require each state to provide a set of
standards and guidelines that address the health of
public lands. At a minimum, the standards must mect
the fundamentals of fand hcalth outlined in the
regulations and must apply to all management and
uses of the land. BLM in Colorado and New Mexico
has standards in place that comply with the new
regulations. It is anticipated that New Mexico may
have additional standards in the near future. As BLM
implements any management action on public lands,
the standards must be addressed. Also, all
managcment actions or tools, referred to as guidelines
in the regulations, must be evaluated (o ensure they
move management toward a desired futurc condition
or landscape that achieves the standards for land
health.,

Standards for public land health are meant to pro-vide
measures by which the health of the land can be
assessed for condition and trend. They arc not
intcnded to provide a process thal categorizes the
land by condition classes. Indicators associated with
the standards provide guidance 10 assess resource
condition for a given landscape, whether the
boundaries arc an allotment or a larger unit of land
such as a watershed. Asscssments ol public lands are
conducted in priority or focus areas and in arcas
where administrative requirements indicate the need,
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such as term permit renewals (grazing programs) or
special recreation permits (recreation programs).

The following are standards by which land health will
be assessed:

C Upland soils must exhibit infiltration and perm-
eability rates that are appropriate to soil type,
climate, landform, and geologic processcs.
Adcqualte soil infiltration and permeability allow
for the accumulation of soil moisture nccessary for
optimal plant growth and vigor and minimizes
surface runoff.

C Riparian systems associated with both running and
standing waler function properly and have the
abilily to recover from major disturbance such as
fire, severe grazing, or 100-year floods. Riparian
vegetation captures sediment and provides forage,
habitat, and biodiversity. Waler quality is
improved or maintained. Stable soils store and
release water slowly.

C Healthy, productive plant and animal communitics
of native and other desirable species arc main-
taincd at viable population levels commensurate
with the specics and habitat’s potential. Plants and
animals at both the community and population
level are productive, resilient, diverse, vigorous,
and able to reproduce and sustain natural fluctua-
tions and the ecological process.

C Special status, threatened, and endangered species
(federal and state), and other plants and animals
officially designated by the BLM and their habi-
tats are maintaincd or enhanced by sustaining
healthy, native plant and animal communities.

C Water quality standards are being met for all water
bodies.
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BLM policy is to provide rcasonable access to meet
the needs of all visitors and users, including those with
disabilities, to public facilities and rcsources. At the
same time, the agency atlempts to minimize conflicts
among uscrs, promote visitor safety, and prevent
damage to natural resources. The BI.M may acquirc
legal access across nontederal land through donation,
land exchange, purchase, or easement from willing
landowners.

Management guidance for motorized access to and
across public land is contained in Executive Order
11644 (February 8, 1972); Executive Order 11989;
BLM Manuals 8342, 8300, H-9114-1; and Title 43 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 8340 and 8364.
Executive Order 11644 (as amended) establishes
policies and procedures to ensure that the use of off-
highway vehicles (OMVs) on public land is controlled
and directed. All roads will he constructed and
maintained in accordance with BLM guidelines,
including those identified in Instruction Memorandum
No. NM-95-031 (USDI, BLM 1995).

The San Luis and Taos RMPs established that
motorized vehicle use in the planning area is limited

to designated roads and trails. Route designation
decisions contained in BLM New Mexico's North Unit
Transportation Plan (USDI, BLM 1994) will continue.
Route designation recommendations for the remainder
of the planning area arc included.

The BLM will conlinue to carry out decisions
recorded in the San Luis and Taos RMPs that limited
vehicle use in most of the planning area to designated
roads, Vehicle usc will be allowed on 127.1 miles of
roads and trails to be designated as open in the
planning area. To protect resourccs, the BLLM will
designale 76.3 miles of public land roads as closed to
motorized vehicles (sec Table 3-1 and Map 6).

Upper Gorge (Colorado)
Vehicle use will be limited to 57.2 miles of roads or
trails designated as open. Closed roules will total
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ACCESS

34.0 miles. The vehicle closure on 2,000 acres in the
Flat Top portion of the San Luis Hills ACEC will
remain in cffcet. All routes will be designated within
riparian areas between the La Sauscs Cemelery and the
Lobatos Bridge (on the west side) as closed to vehicle
use. In addition, BLM will rchabilitate closed routes
to cnhance riparian vegetation (on 0.5 acre).

Upper Gorge (New Mexico)
No change will be made in the designation of 31.6
miles of open routces.

Lower Gorge
Vehicle use will be limited to 23.5 miles of routes
designated as open. A total of 10.1 miles of routes will
be closed. Scveral sites adjacent to the Rio Grande
will be closed to vehicles including the river access
road at the Arroyo Hondo Campground, public lands
at the confluence of the Rio Grande and Rio Embudo,
a vehicle pullout located 0.5 mile south of Embudo
Station on the cast shore, and the pulloul located just
upstream from the Velarde Diversion Dam (also on the
cast shore). The public land at Lover's Lanc will be
closed to vehicles, as well as most of the adjacent
private lands if they are ac-quired. (Parking will only
be available on a 0.5-acre area betwcen NM 68 and the
cottonwoods). If the 2,510 acrcs of private land
adjacent Lo the Taos Junction Bridge is acquired, the
1.5 miles of riparian habitat will be improved by
closing sclected areas (totaling 1.4 acres) to vehicle
use. A 0.2-acrc area east of the Taos Junction Bridge,
if acquired, will remain open 10 vehicle access and a
variety of shoreline uses.

Copper Hill
Vehiclc use will be limited to 14.8 miles of
invenloried routes designated as open; closed routes
will total 32.2 miles. The closed routes arc
predominantly duplicate roads and thosc with no
destination.
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New Mexico Designations (shown on Maps 6-b through 6-e in back pocket)

100 Open Grazing permitiee/recreational access to rim of Petaca, and access to state land.

100A Closed No destination.

100B Open Private land acccss.

100C Open Grazing permittee access.

101 Closed Watcrshed/migratory big game protection.

102+A,B,C Closed Watershed/migratory big game protection. Designation elfective onty if lands acquired

103+A,8,C Closed Watershed/migratory big game protection, Designation effective only if lands acquired

104+A,13 Closed Walershed/migratory big game protection. Designation cffective only if lands acquired

105A Open Pipeline/private land access.

106 Open Private land access. Closed beyond private land for watershed protection.

106A Closed Walershed/migratory big game protection.

107 Open Gas line access.

107A Closed No destination.

1078 Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

108A Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

109 Closed Watershed protection, no legal public access.

110+A Closed Watershed protection.

11 Closed Watershed protection.

1124A.B Closed Watershed protection, Mica Mine trail.

113 Open Gravel pit access.

114 Open Forest/private land access.

114A Closed No public access.

1148 Open Private land access.

114C Closed ‘ Watershed protection, no destination.

114D Open This route will remain open to provide for access to private land and management of the
natural gas pipeline.

) Open Forest/state land access.

1158 Open Forest/state land/range improvement access,

I 15F Open Grazing permittee/range improvement access.

116A Open Private land access.

117 Open Powerline access.
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118 Open Private land access.

119 Open Private land access.

119B Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

HoC Open Grazing permittee/private Jand access.

120 Open/Closed Lover's Lane - private land aceess from highway. If access acquired, river access will be

provided, w/no vehicles allowed in riparian zone.

121 Open Private land access.

122 Open Private land access.

123 Closed Watershed protection (Rinconada Overlook area).

124 Qpen County Line Recreation Site (access to recreation facilities).
125 Open Mineral material sile access.

125A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

125B,C.D Closed Crucial winter range/watershed protection.

1258 Closed Watershed/wildlife protection.

125F Cloged Cultural, archacological resources protection.

125G Closed Watershed protection.

125H Closed Cultural, archacological resources protection.

1251 Closed Pipcline route, watershed protection.

126 Open Private land access.

126A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

1268,C Closed Protection of crucial winter range.

126D,E Closed Watershed protection.

126F Open If the privale property to the south is acquired, this route will remain open due to its scenic

polential. A scasonal closure will also be implemented from December through April for
winter range wildlife protection.

126G Open If lands are acquired this route will remain open for challenging 4-wheel drive (4WI)
apportunities without impacting other resource values.

126H,1 Closed If lands are acquired, these routes will be closed because they occur in an area of high soil
erosion potential.

126] Closed Duplicate of 126.

126K Closed Prone to erosion.

126L Closed Wildlife Values. The portions of [26L on private land if acquired will also be closed.
12610,M,N Closed If lands arc acquired these routes will be closed to protect crucial fawning and calving (or

big game specics of wildlife.

3-4



R 10 GRANDE CORRIDOR FINAL PLAN CHAPTER 3
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

1260 Open To afford access to the historic Champion Mine.

126P,Q Closed Hazard of water erosion is high.

127 Open Privale land access.

127A,B,C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection, Highly erodible soils.

127D,EF Closed Watershed protection.

128 Open Access to private land.

128A Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

1288 Closed If lands are acquired this route will be closed because it duplicates the access provided by

Route 126.

128C Closed If lands are acquired this route will be closed because it dead ends and does not provide for
scenic views or 4WID opportunities.

128D Open If lands are acquired this route will remain open to provide access to historic mine workings
for interpretive purposes.

129 Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

130 Open Mineral material site access.

130A Open Mining claim access.

130B Closed This route will be closed north of the intersection with 130F; the primary entrance to this

route is 130F,

130C,D,E Closed These routes consist of short spurs that do not provide access to specilic locations or scenic
vistas nor do they provide for any measurable 4WD opportunities.

130F Open This routc will be open to provide access along 130B.

130G Closed Watershed protection, duplicate routes.

130H Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

1301 Closed Previously closed by New Mexico State Highway & Transportation Department for mineral

material sitc security, Watershed protection, no destination.

132 Open Mining claim access (primary access to Harding Mine).

132A,B,C,D, E,F Open Mining claim and recreational aceess.

132G Closed Walershed/riparian protection.

132H Open If Section 32 is acquired, this route will be open, subject to mitigation of erosion.
1321 Open If Section 32 is acquired, this route will remain open to a scenic overlook.

132) Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

132K Open Mining claim and recreational access.

133 Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

134 Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.
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Closed Mining claim/recreation access. Closed from junction with 135C to the east.

135A Open This route will remain open to form a loop with 136,

1358.C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

136 Open Closed at parking area near wild and scenic boundary for watershed/erucial winter range
protection.

137 Open Mining claim/recreation access.

137A.B,C Closed Watershed protection, duplicate routes.

137D Closed Watcrshed protection,

138 Closed 4WD use is considered incompatible with on-site soil conditions and resource protection
objectives for riparian habitats.

138A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route, no destination.

139+A,B Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

140+A,B,.C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

141 Closed Watershed protection.

142+A Closed Watershed protection.

143+A,B,C,D Closed Watershed protection.

144 Open Recreation trail access.

145+A,B,C,D» Closed Watershed protection.

146 Open Recreational access to river, closed near state land boundary

147 Closed Watershed protection,

148 Closed Watcershed protection.

149 Open Privale land access.

150 Open Forest access (Carson National Forest).

FR606 (105) Open Forest access (Carson National Forest)

Colorado Designations (shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b in back pocket)

4998 Closed Watershed protection; grazing permittee access.

4999 Closed Watershed protection, no destination; grazing permittee access.

S000+A Open Cirazing permitiee access.

5001 Closed Private property access; provide closed to protect wetland and water bird populations.
5001A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

5002 Open Grazing permitlee access.

5002A Closed Watershed protection, no destination.
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5003 Open River access.

5003+A,B Open Private land access.

5003C Closed Watershed protection.

5003D Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

SO03E Open Canyon rim access.

5004 Open River access.

5004A,B,C,DLE Closed Watershed protection.

5005 Open Recreation/grazing permillee access.

5005A Closed Watershed protection, no destination,
5005B,C Closed Wilderness Study Area.

5006 Open Recreation access.

5000A Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

50068 Closed Wilderness Study Arca, watershed protection.
5007 Open Recreation/grazing permittee access.

5007A Closed Watershed protection, Wilderness Study Area.
5009+A,8 Closed Watershed protection, no destination,

5009C Closed Private land access; grazing permittee access provided. Closed to maintain ACEC values.
5010 Open River/grazing permittee access.

S5010A Closed Watershed protection, no destination.
50108,C Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

S014A Closed Wilderness Study Area, watershed protection.
5014B Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

5015 Open Grazing permittee access.

S015A,B Closcd Watershed protection, no destination.

5015C Open Walter well access.,

5016 Closed Watershed protection, Wilderness Study Arca.
5017A Open Grazing permittee access.

5020 Open River access.

5020A,B Closced Watershed protection, wildlife habitat.

S5021A Closed Watershed protection, wildlife habitat. Private land access provided.
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AMERICAN INDIAN COORDINATION

The BLM's objective is to be responsive to American planning area, while protecting the privacy required
Indian uses within the planning area. It is B1.M policy for these uscs.

to accommodate access o and ceremonial use of

sacred sites by American Indian religious practi- Although most interactions will be with the Taos and
tioners and avoid adversely affecting the physical Picuris Pueblos, other tribal groups have expressed
integrity of such sites. The agency will coordinate and cultural affinitics with the Rio Grande Corridor.

consult with local tribes about sacred uscs within the
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LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS

All public lands in the planning area are classified for
relention, while most Statc and private lands are
proposed for acquisition. The BLM will acquire lands
within the planning area by purchase, exchange,
easement, or donation if landowners arc willing (Sec
Tablc 3-2). In limited instances, such as under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act, the agency may
dispose of Jands in the planning area if it is in the best
interest of the public, but this will require an
amendment to the RMP,

In the planning area therc will be no disposal of public
land except for color-of-title sales and disposal of the
three parcels identificd below:

C 200 acres in T 27 N, R 12 E, Scction 20 for
potential use as a landfill by Taos County;

C Allow disposal of approximately 0.5 acre in T 23 N,
R 10 E, Section 19 to address community needs;
and

C Approximately 5 acres in T 24 N, R 11 E, Section
33 in Pilar for community purposes and a trash
transfer site.

BL.M will continue to grant rights-of-way across
public tands to provide access and utility scrvices to
private or Statc lands when no alternative is avail-able.
These new rights-of-way will be considered on a case-
by-case bhasis cxcepl in exclusion arcas. To protect
scenic quality and habitat {or the Mexican spotted owl
and fisherics, rights-of-way will be excluded from the

Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic Rivers, the
expanded Wild Rivers Recreation Arca, the entire
Lower Gorge Unit (with exceptions as described
below), and Copper Hill ACEC's Agua Caliente and
Rio Embudo Protection Zones. (Note: Rights-of-way
will be excluded from the Wild Rivers Recreation Area
and the Lower Gorge Unit unless they are necessary (o
administer or improve access to recrcation sites.)

Within the Lower Gorge ACEC, access or utility
scrvices to private or State land where such acecss is
otherwisc not possible will be considerced. Rights-of-
way (o private or State land completely surrounded by
public land may be authorized, with restrictions to
protcct the scenic quality of the arca. Only one ac-cess
point to such parcels will be authorized across public
lands. An amendment to an existing right-of- way
(e.g., a request for expansion, a different usc, or to
provide structures different in style) will only be
approved if the change is consistent with the
objectives of the Final Plan. New utility projects will
be underground only and will be co-located with
roads. The right-of-way window near the Rio Grande
Gorge Bridge will continue in cffect. Rights- of-way
for acequias (irrigation ditches) are grandfathered
through the legislation for Wild and Scenic Rivers, so
they also will remain in effect. Construction and
rchabilitation of acequias will have to be done using
historical materials and methods to protect wild and
scenic river values.
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San Luis Hills 35N 10E 36 All 640 Both
ACEC

34N 10F 36 All 640 Both

34N 11K 16 All 640 Both

Upper Gorge 33N HE 16 All 640 Both

Subtotal 2,560

Upper Gorge 33N 1E 14 Lots, 3, 4 64 Both
33N IHE 15 SE'4, EVASWY% 240 Both
33N 11E 22 Lots 1,2,3,4 345 Both
33N 11E 27 Lots 1,2, 3 59 Both
33N 1E 28 Lots |, 2 59 Roth
34N 10E 3 SYASEY 80 Both
34N 10K 11 SE%SWYa 40 Both
35N 10K 35 NEYa 160 Both
35N 10K 24 S¥SEY 80 Both
35N 10E 25 NEY, NE4SEY% 200 Both
35N 11LE 17 SW1aSWi4 40 Both
35N IHE 18 SY2SEY4 80 Both
35N 1E 19 NEWUSWY4, $1ASWYa 120 Both
35N IE 30 NWY, NY“SWha 240 Both

Subtotal 1,807

Total State & Nonfederal Lands in Colorado Proposed for Acquisition 4,367
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Rio Grande JIN 1K 2 WYSEYa 80 Both
Wild & Scenic

River 30N 12K 7 FYaSEY 80 Both

30N 12E 29 SWYNWL, WHAWIASEY 80 Both

30N 12 32 SWh, S aNWY, WYAWVSEY, 320 Both

WhaWYANEY
Wild Rivers 29N 12E 16 All 560 Both
Recrealion

Area 29N 12E 10 NWUSWY, Lot 5 80 Both

29N 12K 32 All 617 Both

Orilla Verde 24N 1E 2 NWY, WiaSWl, NEYUSWY ’ 267 Both

24N I1HE 32 WIINWi4 80 Both

Lower Gorge 23N 1018 16 N2 320 Both
ACEC

Copper Hill 23N 11E 32 All 640 Both
ACEC

23N 11E 2 Nv2 329 Both

23N 11E 16 All 640 Both

23N 10E 36 All state lands 300 Both

24N 1B 36 All 469 Both

Subtotal 4,862

Upper Gorge 23 N2NEYa, NWYSEV4, SWY%NEY Both
25N 1E 26 SEYa 160 Both
Along Rio 27N 12E 30,31 Portion within Arroyo Hondo Grant from 90 Both
Hondo protracted north rim to south rim & 100" setbacks
Wild Rivers 28N 126 7 Wl 308 Surface
Recreation
Area
Qrilla Verde 24N 1E 22,23,29 Portions ot cach section 253 Both
Recreation
Area 24N IE 1,2,10, | Portions of each section 2,454 Both
M, 12,
13,14,15
protracted
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Lower Gorge 24N 1IE
ACEC

Various small holding claims as shown
RMP

Both

23N 9E

23

Tract (T1.) A, SEY%, NEVSW Y4

Both

23N 9E

24

EYa, SEWMNWY, SYSWi, Tr, A

443

Both

23N 9

34

SWUSLEYs, SEASW 4

80

Both

23N 10E

Lots 5, 6, SW'SEV:

77

Both

23N 10

Lots 1, 2, 10, SY2NLY

169

RBoth

Lots 1,2

75

Both

23N 10E

Small Holding Claim (SHC) 4472 Tract 1;
SHC 2143; SHC 1109; S11C 4098; SHC
489: SHC 488 Tract 1; SHC 488; SHC
2143

104

Both

Lots 1,2

67

Both

23N 10E

Lots 3, 4, 13, 30, 31, 32, 34, 38; SLIC
3266; SHC 388; SHC 969; SHIC 561 T,
1,2, 3; SHC 559 Tr.1, 3; SHC 556 Tr. 2;
SHC 560

Tr. 1,2, 3, 4; SHC 797

Tr. 2; SHC 792; SHC 966; SHC 380 Tr.
3; SHC 386; SHC 389; SHC 382 Tr. 1, 2,
3; SHC 383; SHC 494 Tr.1; SHC 968 Tr.
1

216

Both

23N 10C

20

Lots 1,3,4,6,7; SHC 1111 Tr, 3; SHC
1120; SHC 4472; SHC 1536; SII1C 801
Tr. 1,2, 3; SHC 1000; SHC 798 Boltou
Tr., Romero Tr.; SHC 1121 Borrego Tr.,
Archuleta Tr,, Roybal Tr; SHC 561 Tr.
4; SHC 560 Tr. 4; SHC 968 Tr. 2; SHC
556 Tr. 3; SHC 559 Tr. 2

269

Both

23N 10E

21

SHC 1536; SHC 1111 Tr. 3, SHC 1120
(1128028); SHC 966 Tr. |; SHC 349
(446); SHC 355 (457); SHC 402 (444);
SHC 403 (443); SHC 488 (447); STIC 487
Tr. 1; SHC 4; SHC 690 Romero I'r.
(776673), Romero Tr. (45); SHC 487
Romero Tr. (448), Ortcga Tr.; SHC 966
Ir. 2; SHC 2143; Lot |

170

Both

23N 10E

22

SHC 4098 (489); Sanchez Tr., Romero
Tr.; SHC 488 Tr. 2, SHC 488 (181954),
SHC 2143

33

Both

23N IIE

6

Tract 4

90

Both

23N 1E

NY2

320

Surface

23N I1E

Sha

320

Surface
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Copper Hill 23N IIE 17 Part 588 Surface
ACEC
23N 11E 17,18, Palent #33276 103 Both
19,20
23N IE 21 NWY, SWi4, SEY, NYANEY 560 Surface
23N 11K 29 Patent #s 1018121 & 30820005 51 Both

Subtotal 7,440

Total State and Private Lands in New Mexico Propesed for Acquisition 12,302

Wild Rivers 29N 12K 10 NEWSWY, NWY4SEY 30 Subsurface
Recreation
Arca 29N 12E 20 EYAEY, ESWYSEY, EYNWYNEY 189 Subsurface
29N 12E 21 NVz 320 Subsurface
Rio Grande 26N 1iE 12,13 Grant Lands Case #27827 138 Subsurface
Wild & Scenic
River 26N HE 1 SEYa, part 73 Subsurface
25N IE 11 SE% 160 Subsurlace
25N 1IE 23 NWY 160 Subsurface
25N lE 26 W' 320 Subsurlace
25N 11E 27 SE'%4 160 Subsurface
Orilla Verde 24N IE 16 NW'Y, NaSWya, SWIASW, NVaNLVa, 400 Subsurface
Recercation SWINEY
Area
"Total Nonfederal Minerals in New Mexico Proposed for Acquisition 2,000
3-13
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT

Of the planning area's 123,750 public land acres,
73,105 are in 25 allotments that will remain under
permit for seasonal grazing by sheep and cattle. The
BLM has standards in both statcs for rangeland hcalth
with grazing guidclines to help the agency and
allottees meet those standards. These standards and
guidelines direct livestock management on public
lands (see page 3-1).

Allotment boundaries on two allotments will be
changed; #636 in New Mexico, will be adjusted to
exclude springs in the Caflada Comanche, and #4243
in Colorado will be split into two allotments. In New
Mexico allotments #603 and #641 arc only partially
in the planning arca. For this reason, information for
these allotments was not included in the tables for the
plan. However, the vegetative trcatments proposed for
these allotments were in-cluded and analyzed in the
plan.

BLM monitors the range resource for condition,
trend, utilization, actual use, climate and rangeland
health (sec Glossary for definitions). Table 3-3
describes the schedule for performing minimum
levels of allolment monitoring within the corridor. In
New Mexico, vegetative inventories and monitor-ing
studies will be conducted in accordance with the
Taos Monitoring Plan (USD), BLM 1988) as re-
quired 1o establish the exisling condition, cstimate
resource potential, evaluale changes in resource
condition over time, and evaluate the cffectiveness of
management actions.

Element Minimum Frequency
Condilion 10 years
Trend 3 to 5 ycars
Utilization 1 to 2 ycars/as needed
Actual Use annually
Climate annually

Upper Gorge - Colorado
The 13 grazing allotments in Colorado provide 2,418
AUMs of forage for sheep and cattle under the Final
Plan. The area allocated to livestock forage will not
change. Grazing will continue in the riparian areas of
the La Sauses (#4255), Pifion Hills (#4249), Mesa

Common (#4251), Pifion (#4245A and B), and Flat
Top (#4253) allotments at small water gaps (about 2.5
acres total). The remainder of the riparian area in
thesc allotments will be rested until the standards for
a properly functioning riparian area are mect on 124.5
acres. Once the standards are mcet, grazing will be
allowed as long as a 4-inch stubblc height on
herbaceous species is maintained through the May (o
June high-water season or no more than 20% of the
annual growth of woody riparian specics will be
removed.

Changes have been made in grazing management
practices, acreage of vegetative treatments, kinds and
numbers of range improvements, and levels of
inventory and monitoring. Thesc changes are ex-
pected to result in increased forage production that
will be assigned in part to wildlife and watershed
protection and in part to livestock uses. Thesc
changes are as follows:

C Grazing Systems: Six allotments will have onc ycar
of rest every third year, two allotments will have
one year of rest every fourth year, one will have
rest every fifth year and four allotments will be
managed under rest-rotation;

C Vcgetation Treatments: A total of 1,124 acres will
be seeded;

¢ Seasons of Use: Seven allotments will be grazed in
the dormant season, and six will be grazed in the
growing scason after plants have adequatc root
reserves for regrowth; and

¢ Range Improvements: Six wells will be develop-
cd to water 11 allotments. Permanent water gaps
will be constructed on five allotments.

New Mexico
The 12 allotments in New Mexico will initially
provide 1,289 AUMs of forage for cattic grazing. One
allotment will be retired leaving 11 allotments
providing 1,255 AUMs of livestock forage.
Livestock grazing will be excluded within the
riparian and wetland areas of the Lower Gorge ACEC
and below the rim in the upper gorge.

To protect riparian resources and minimize conflicts
with wildlife and recreationists, all unallotied and
unpermitted areas (32,327 acres) and 600 acres within
the Pajarito Allotment (#636) will be cxclud-ed from
livestock grazing over the long term. In addition,
24,446 acres have alrcady been excluded by the Taos
RMP. To improve riparian condition over the long
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term, grazing privileges on the Cuestecita Allotment
(#521C 1,392 acres) will be retained only for the
current permittee. Grazing will be excluded upon
relinquishment of the permit and no permit transler
will be allowed. If grazing preference AUMs hecome
availablc in the

Rio Grande Corridor, the grazing use of these AUMs
will be at the discretion of the Authorized Officer and
will be prescribed to meet vegelation manage-ment
objectives. The type, class (i.e., cattle, sheep, goats,
horses, or other livestock) of grazing, and season of
use will be determined and then a grazing schedule
applicd Lo the area where the AUMSs are permitted.

The following will apply for all units in New Mexico:

¢ Grazing Systems: Will be implemented on four
allotments. No system will be in place for the
remaining cight until monitoring demonstrates the
need;

C Vegetation Trcatments: The BLM will treat 3,066
acres of the shrub/grassland and woodland asso-
clations on seven allotments;

¢ Seasons of Use: Will range from 20 1o 185 days.

Grazing on four allotments will begin in mid-

May, five will have fall/winter use seasons, and three

will begin usc in mid-June; and

C Range Improvements: Will be planned on threc
allotments. The improvements on two allotments
will be designed to improve riparian conditions,
and to improve livestock forage and reducc
unauthorized use of non-federal land on the other.

Table 3-4 contains a description of the basic man-
agement guidelines for each allotment under the
Final Plan.

The following terms arc uscd to describe grazing
management in Table 3-4: (1) deferment - involves
delay of grazing in a pasture until the seed maturity
(ripening) of the key [orage species; (2) rest - is
distinguished from deferment in that the range
receives nonusc for a full year rather than just during
the growth period; (3) rotation - involves the
movement of livestock from one pasture to another
on a scheduled basis. Systems with deferment and
rest typically involve livestock rotations.
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4243 River Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Each Year

Vegetation Treatment:
Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

One pasture with deferred rotation (deferred until after sced ripe).
Cattle; 200 allowable animal unit months (AUMs)

Qctober | to November 12

Graze Oct 1 to Nov 12

None planned.

None planned.

Inventory and monitor range condition on 627 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend every three years after growing season.

4244 South Valley Allotment

Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:
Year |
Year 2
Year 3
Ycar 4

Vegetation Treatment:
Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

One pasture with deferred rotation (deferred until after sced ripe) with rest every fourth year.
Cattle - 136 allowablc AUMs

December | to February 8

Graze Dec | to Feb 8

Graze Dec | to Feb 8

Graze Dec 1to Feb 8

Rest

None planned.

None planned; livestock water at river on narrow rocky natural water gap

Inventory and monitor range condition on 738 acres (25% of the uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend every fourth year when allotment is rested.

4245A North Pifion Allotment

Grazing System:

Animals and AUMs:

Seasons of Use:
Year |
Year 2
Year 3

Vegetation Treatment:

Runge Improvements:

Monitoring:

Allotment will be split into two; one-pasture deferred rotation system will be developed on each
with rest cvery third year,

Cattle - 168 AUMs

May 20 to June 24 and November 6 to November 30

Graze May 20 to Jun 24

Graze Nov 6 1o Nov 30

Rest

This grazing plan allows for complete rest every third year for both allotments in the spring and fall.

Reseed 215 acres of sandy bench range site w/mix of native cool-season grasses and forbs, BLM
will work with private landowner to improve riparian condition. Allocate expected forage increase
of 4 AUMs o wildlife/watershed (3 AUMs) and livestock (1 AUM).

Develop well and 2 miles pipeline to water this, Pifion 1ills and Kiowa Hill Allotments. Permittee
will haul water to livestock w/change in location every 10 days.

Inventory and monitor range condition on 500 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend in Year 3 when rested and repeat cvery three years,
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42458 South Pifion Allotment

Grazing System: One pasture deferred rotation with rest every third year.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 114 AUMs
Seasons of Use May 20 to June 24 and November 6 to November 30
Year | Graze Nov 6 1o Nov 30
Year 2 Graze May 20 to Jun 24
Year 3 Rest

This grazing plan allows for complete rest every third year for both allotments in the spring and fall.

Vegetation Trcatment: None planned.
Range Improvements: Haul water to livestock w/change in location every 10 days.
Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 500 acres (50% of uninventoried arca) over next 15

years. Monitor trend in Ycar 3 when rested and repeat every Lhree years.

4247 Braiden Allotment

Grazing System: Develop grazing system with full year's rest (deferred until after seed rest) every fourth year.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 40 allowable AUMs
Season of Use: November 1 to November 20

Year | Graze Nov | 1o Nov 20

Year 2 Graze Nov | to Nov 20

Ycar 3 Graze Nov | to Nov 20

Year 4 Rest

Vegetation Treatment: None planned.
Range Improvements: None planned.
Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 960 acres (100% of uninventoried area) over next 15

years. Monitor trend ¢very fourth year when allotment is rested.

4248 Kiowa Hill Allotment

Grazing System: Three pasture deferred rest rotation.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 209 allowable AUMs
Scasons of Use: May 16 to June 15 and October 10 to November 9
West Pasture North Pasture East Pasture
Year 1  Graze May 16 to Jun I5 Graze Oct 10 to Nov 9 Rest
Year2 Rest Graze May 16 to Jun 15 Graze Oct 1010 Nov 9
Year3 Graze Oct 10 1o Nov 9 Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15

This plan allows for complete rest every one pasture every year. Deferring livestock grazing until
after seed ripe occurs in one pasture every year.

Vegetation Treatment: None planned.

Range Improvements: Develop well and 2 miles pipeline 1o water this, Pifion Hills and North Pifion Allotments for
improved livestock distribution.
Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,373 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15

years. Monitor trend in year shown when pastures are vested and reread again as scquence repeats
itsclf; trend is read cvery third year in a pasture.
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Grazing System:

Animals and AUMs:

Scasons of Use:
Year |
Year 2
Year 3

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Vegetation Treatment:

4249 Pinion Hills Allotment

Onc pasture with full ycar's rest cvery three years (deferred until after sced ripe in second year).
Cattle; 502 allowable AUMs

May 16 to Junc 15 and Oct 11 to Dee 24

Graze May 16 to Jun 15

Graze Oct ] 10 Dec 24

Rest

Reseed 359 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. Improve riparian
condition by developing additional water gaps along river. Allocate expected forage increase of six
AUMs to wildlife/watershed (four AUMSs) and livestock (two AUMs).
Develop new well to water Pifion Hills, Eight Mile, and Mesa Allotments, and pipe water | mile to
Flat Top and San Luis Hills Alfouments. Second well and 2 miles pipeline will water this, Kiowa
Hills and North Pifion Allotments. Develop permanent water gaps on river to improve livestock
distribution and riparian condition.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,723 acres (25% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend every three years when allotment is rested.

Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Scasons of Use:

Yecar 1
Ycar 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5

Vegetation Treatment:
Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

4250 Eight Mile Allotment

Two pasture rest-rotation with rest every fifth year.

Cattle - 213 allowable AUMs

May 15 to May 30 and November 24 to December 15

East Pasture West Pasture

Graze May 15 to May 30 Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15
Graze Nov 2410 Dec 15 Graze May 15 to May 30
Graze May 15 to May 30 Grazc Nov 24 to Dec 15
Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15 Graze May 15 to May 30
Rest Rest

This grazing system allows complete rest every fifth ycar on the entire allotment.

Resced 102 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. Allocate
expected increase of three AUMs to wildlife/watershed (two AUMs) and livestock (one AUM).
Develop well to water Eight-Mile, Pifion Hills, and Mesa Allotments; pipe water 1 mile to Flat Top
and San Luis Hills Allotments.

Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,322 acres (50% of the uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend cvery fifth ycar when rested.

Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Scason of Usc:

Year 1
Year2
Year 3

Vegetation Trealment:
Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

4251 Mesa Common Allotment

Three pasture deferred rest-rotation.

Shecp - 270 allowable AUMs

January 1 to January 23 and Scptember 15 to October 6

East Pasture Middle Pasture

Graze Scp 15 to Oct 6 Graze Jan | to Jan 23
Graze Jan | 1o Jan 23 Rest

Rest Graze Sep 15 to Oct 26

West Pasture

Rest

Graze Sep 1510 Oct 6
Graze Jan | to Jan 23

None planned

Develop well to water Mcesa, Eight-Mile, and Pifion Hills Allotments; pipe water | mile to Flat Top
and San Luis Hills Allotments. Decvelop permanent water gaps on river.

Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,043 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend in year shown when pastures are rested and reread again as sequence repeats
itself.
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4255 La Sauses Allotment

Grazing System: Three pasture rest-rotation.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 138 allowable AUMs
Scasons of Usc: May 15 to June 15 and October 30 10 November 10
North Pasture East Pasture West Pasture
Year 1 Graze May 15 to Jun 15 Graze Oct 30 10 Nov 10 Rest
Year 2 Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15 Graze Oct 30 to Nov 10
Year 3 Graze Oct 30 to Nov 10 Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15

This grazing plan allows for complete year of rest in one pasture every year. Pastures are not
grazed again in spring until the following third year of the cycle. Deferring grazing until after sced
ripc occurs in one pasture every year. Year four vepeats the cycle.

Vegetation Treatment: Resced 180 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. Allocate
expecled [orage increase of three AUMs to wildlife/watershed (two AUMSs) and livestock (one
AUM).

Range Improvements: Equip existing well to water livestock, and develop new well to supply water to this and East Bend

Allotment to improve livestock distribution, Install permancnt water gaps along river to protect
P I gap g
riparian zone.
Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,560 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend in year shown when paslures are rested and reread again as sequence repeats
itsell. Trend is read every third year in a pasturc,
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Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Seasons of Use:
Ycar |
Yeur 2
Year 3

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Range Improvements:
Monitoring:
Note:

4256 East Bend Allotment

Vegetation Treatment:

606 Wild River Allotment
Grazing System: Four pasture deferred rotation system (includes Allotment #641); use excluded during most cool-season
growth periods.

641 Pasture West Pasture East Pasture South Pasture (Loop)
Year 1 Graze May 1 to Jun 29 Jraze Jun 30 to Aug 15 Graze Aug 16 1o Sep 30 Graze Oct 1 10 Nov |
Year 2 Graze Aug 2 to Sep 30 Graze May | to Jun 16 Graze Jun 17 to Aug 1 Graze Oct 1 to Nov |
Year3 Graze Jun 16 to Aug 14 Graze Aug 15 10 Sep 30 Graze May 1 to Jun 15 Graze Oct | to Nov |

Vegetation Treatment:

One pasture deferred grazing (deferred until after seed ripe) with rest every third year.
Sheep - 150 allowable AUMs

March 1 to March 13 and November 7 to November 18

Graze Mar 1 to Mar 13 and Nov 7 to Nov 18

Graze Mar | to Mar 13 and Nov 7 to Nov 18

Rest

Deferred until after sced ripe.

Reseed 125 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. (Refer to
recommended actions for Riparian Resources and Sparse Shrub/Grassland Association.) Allocate
expected forage increase of 2 AUMs 1o wildlife (1 AUM) and livestock (1 AUM).

Develop new well to supply water to this and La Sauses Allotments to improve livestock
distribution.

Inventory and monitor range condition on 607 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 15
years. Monitor trend every third year during allotment rest.

Cattle - 404 AUMSs (275 in planning arca)
May I to November |

Mechanically thin or burn 295 acres woodland, and burn 163 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil
erosion, increase species and structural diversity and cool-season grass component. Allocate
cxpected forage increase of eight AUMs o wildlife/watershed.

None planned.

Monitor range condition at lcast once every three years,

Grazing in the South Pasturc (loop) will be climinated upon completion of vegetative projects
proposed in a seltlement agreement, dated 1991.

Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Range Improvements:

Moniloring:

608 Guadalupe Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; one pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze 2,060 acres of unlcased
public and state land.

Vegcetation Treatment:

Cattle - 210 AUMs
May 1 to July 30 (cach year)
Partial cool season rest prior to May 1. Partial warm scason rest after July 30

Mechanically thin or burn 458 acres woodland, and burn 61 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil
crosion, increase species and structural diversity and cool-season grass component. Allocate
expected forage increase of six AUMs to wildlife/watershed,

None planned; permittee will haul water to various parts of allotment to improve livestock
distribution.

Monitor range condition at least once every five years.
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624 Carson Road Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; one pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze additional acreage of
unlcased public and private land. Grazing deferred until after cool scason seed ripe.

Animals & AUMs: Cattle - 19 AUMs (approximate)

Season of Use: June 15 to October 10 (cach year)

Vegetation Treatment: Burn 322 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil crosion, increase species and structural diversily and
cool-season grass component.

Range Improvements: Non¢ planned.

Monitoring: Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years,

626 Carson Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; onc pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze additional acreage of
unicased public and private land.

Animals and AUMs: Catlle - 154 AUMs
Scason of Use: May 1 to October 10
Each Year Graze from May 1 to Oct 10 (cach year partial cool season rest prior to May 1)
Vegetation Treatment: None planned.
Range Improvements: None planned.
Monitoring: Moumitor range condition at Icast once cvery five years.

640 Guadalupe Mountain Allotment
Grazing System: Two pasture deferred rolation (one pasture in this allotment, other in #641).

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 145 AUMs
Scasons of Use: May 1 to June 20 and September | to October 20 (warm season rest and partial cool season rest
prior to May 1)
640 Pasture 641 Pasture
Year I  Graze May 1 to Jun 20 Graze Sep | o Oct 20
Year2  Graze Sep 1 (o Oct 20 Graze May 1 to Jul 1
Vegetation Treatment: Mechanically thin or burn 410 acres woodland, and burn 107 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil

erosion, increasc species and structural diversity and cool-season grass component. Allocate
expected forage increase of eight AUMs to wildlife/watershed.

Range Improvements: Nonc planned.

Moniloring: Monitor range condition at least once every three years.

503 Embudo Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; one pasture system with approved non-use since [993.

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 17 AUMs

Scason of Use: February 8 to February 28 (each year - dormant season grazing)
Vegetation Treatment: None planned.

Range Improvements: Nonc planned.

Monitoring: Monitor range condition at least once every three years.
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514 Cerro Azul Allotment
Grazing System: Nonc proposed; one pasture allotment.

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 23 AUMs (approximate)
Scason of Usc: October 15 to October 31 (each year - dormant scason grazing)
Vegetation Treatment: Burn 222 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil erosion, increase specics and structural diversity and

cool-season grass component. No actions planned to treat allotment's woodland because of
unstable soils and increased potential for crosion. Allocate expected forage increase of two AUMs
to wildlife/watershed.

Range Improvements: None planned.
Monitoring: Monitor range condition at least once every {ive years.

515 Glen Woody Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; one pasture allotment with voluntary non-use approved since 1992,

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 25 AUMs (approximate)

Secason of Use: December | 1o February 28 (each year - dormant scason grazing)

Vegelation Treatment: None planned because of steep slopes and concern for increased erosion.

Range Improvements: Construct 2 miles boundary fence between public and private land, develop onc permanent water
source.

Monitoring; Monitor range condition at least once every five years.

516 Pilar Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; one pasture allotment.

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 8 AUMs

Season of Use: September 15 to November 19 (cach year - dormant season grazing)
Vegetation Treatment: None planned.

Range Improvements: None planned.

Monitoring: Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years.

517 Hondo Allotment
Grazing System: Three pasture allotment (one private, two BLM) with deferred rotation.

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 64 AUMs
Season of Use: June 15 to December 1
North Pasture South Pasture Private Pasture
Year 1 Graze Jun 1510 Aug 22 Graze Aug 23 to Oct 24 Graze Oct 25 to Dec 1
Year2  Graze Scp 24 to Dee ] Graze Jun 15 to Aug 16 Graze Aug 17 1o Sept 23
Year3  Graze Jul 23 to Sep 29 Graze Sep 30 to Dec | Graze June 15 to July 2

Defer grazing until after cool season seed ripe. When crops are grown on the private pasture, the
permit will be adjusted to reflect the reduced availability of forage.

Vegetation Treatment: Burn 546 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil crosion, incrcase specics and structural diversity and
amount of cool-scason grasses. No actions planned to treat woodland because of unstable soils
and incrcased potential for crosion. Allocate expected forage increase of five AUMs to

wildlife/watcrshed.
Range Improvements: None planned.
Monitoring: Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years.
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636 Pajarito Allotment
Grazing System: Develop three pasture rest-rotation system to exclude livestock grazing from one BLM pasture each year.

Animals and AUMs:
Scason of Use:

Year |
Year 2
Year 3

Vegelation Treatment:

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Cattle - 186 AUMs (approximatc)

November 1 to February 28 (dormant season grazing)

North Pasture West Pasture

Rest Graze Nov 1 to Dec 30
Graze Jan 23 to Feb 28 Rest

Graze Nov 11 1o Dec 7 Graze Dec 8§ to Feb 28

East Pasture

Graze Dec 31 to Feb 28
Graze Nov 1 to Jan 22
Rest

Burn 539 acres shrub/grassland to increase specics and structural diversily and cool-scason grass
component. No actions planned for woodland because of unstable soils and increased potential for
erosion. Allocate expected forage increase of 13 AUMs to wildlife/watershed.

Adjust allotment boundary to exclude Comanche Spring arca, construct 4.5 miles allotment
boundary fence. These actions will reduce authorized AUMs by 24 to 38, To improve livestock
distribution, construct 1.8 miles pasture fence and provide two or three water sources. (These
actions may incrcase AUMs for grazing, but reallocation will be made only when monitoring
studies indicatcd that additional AUMs are available.)

Monitor range condition at lcast once every two years.

521 Cuestecita Allotment

Grazing System: None proposed; two pasture allotment.

Animals and AUMs:
Scason of Use:

Year 1
Year 2

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

Cattle - 34 AUMs short term. Grazing privileges retained only lor current permittee; grazing to be
cxcluded upon relinquishment of permit, with no permit transfers allowed.

June 15 to September 30
North Pasture Private Pasture

Graze Jun 15 to Aug 31 Graze Sep | 10 Sep 30

Graze Jul 15 10 Sep 30 Graze Jun 15 to Jul 14

Defer grazing until after cool season seed maturity. When crops arc grown on the private pasture,

the permit will be adjusted.

Burn 586 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil erosion, increase species and structural diversity and
cool-scason grass component. Allocate expected forage increase of four AUMs to
wildlife/watershed.

Nope planned.

Monitor range condition at least once every five ycars,
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MINERALS

Development of locatable mineral claims (for gold,,
silver and other hardrock minerals) will continuc to
require the filing of a Notice (for activity affccting less
than five acres) and/or a Plan of Operation (for all
operations in an ACEC or for those of five acres or
more). A Notice gives the BLM an opportunity to
rcvicw the activity and recommend to the operator
measures to avoid degradation. A Plan of Operation
allows for full review of the mining proposal, with
opportunity for public comment and development of
mitigaling measures to cnsure thal no unnecessary or
undue degradation occurs

As a general rule, all public lands not within Wilder-
ness Study Areas and/or not closed to mincral leasing
are available for oil, gas, geothermal and carbon
dioxide exploration, lcasing and development. Site-
specific decisions on lcasc issuance and stipulations
are described in the San Luis RMP (USDI, BLM 1991)
and the Taos RMP Amendment for Qil and Gas
Leasing and Development (USDI, BLM 1991).

The sale of mineral matcrials is a discretionary, not
mandatory, action. Applications for the removal of
common-variety mincral matcrials including sand,
gravel, lill, voicanic cinders, and brick clay, and the
casual collection of fossil wood will be based on
restrictions contained in the RMPs, this CRMP, and
applicable Supplemental Rules.

Locatable Mining
The BLM will allow locatable mineral entry on 49,931
acres, primarily in the Upper Gorge Unit under the
Final Plan. A total of 73,820 acrcs will bc under
withdrawal 1o protect resources that could be affected
by surface disturbance and/or facility development.
The additional withdrawals listed below will apply to
all public lands in the area described, along with any
parcels acquired by the BLM at a later date. A total of

14,122 acres of private and State lands will be
withdrawn if acquired by the BLM under the Final
Plan.

All public lands within the Wild Rivers Recreation
Area will bc withdrawn in the Upper Gorge Unit. All
public lands within the L.ower Gorge and Copper Hill
ACECs will be withdrawn.

Leasable Minerals
Existing mineral leasing closures or limits will con-
tinue in the Upper Gorge, with an additional 14,906
acres subject to the No Surface Occupancy stipulation
for oil and gas development. An additional 90 acres
will be closed to mineral leasing it acquired by the
BLM. The entire Lower Gorge Unit will be closed to
leasing activity. Mineral and gcothermal leasing will
not be allowed in the Agua Calicnte and Rio Embudo
Protection Zones (an additional 4,550 acres) to protcct
Mexican spottcd ow} habitat and scenic quality.
Leasing in the Lower Embudo Cultural Protection
Zone will be authorized with a No Surface Occupancy
stipulation.

Mineral Materials
No sales will be approved in the Rio Grande Corridor
ACEC, the Flat Top Mountain (2,000 acres) portion of
the San Luis Hills ACEC, the Rio Grande Wild and
Scenic River, and the Wild Rivers Recreation Area.
No sales will be made from the Lower Gorge Unit,
except at four sites thal will remain open (the
Rinconada, Dixon and L.a Mesita pits and Arroyo
Hondo building block area near Pilar) unul the
materials are exhausted. The Copper Hill ACEC will
be closed except for three sites (Piedra Lumbre, Hilltop
and Canada del Oso). Sce Map 5 for mineral material
site locations.
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PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Guidance for management of prehistoric and historic
resources on public lands is provided by various
federal laws passed by Congress over the past
century, particularly Section 106 of National Historic
Preservation Act (as amended), Antiquities Act
(1906), Executive Order 11593, American Indian
Religious Ireedom Act (1978), Archeological
Resources Protection Act (1979), and the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(1990). The BLM must take into account the effects
of its actions or authorizations on cultural resources.
Agency policy is to avoid disturbing cultural sites, so
cultural inventorics arc required before surface
disturbance. If sites cannot be avoided mitigation
must be carricd out, ranging from making dectailed
records (o total salvage.

Specific recommendations arc as follows:

Upper Gorge
The BLM will inventory 10% of this portion of the
planning area in Colorado by 2002, in addition to
conducting inventorics when ground-disturbing
activities are proposed. Any location with heavy
visitation will be inventoried and the monitoring
frequency increased from current levels. Sites that are
eligible for the National Register and able 1o
withstand visitation will be interpreted.

In New Mexico, the Wild Rivers Recreation Area will
be expanded to include public lands in the

Guadalupe Mountains that contain cultural resource
sites. The BLM will complete a 100% inventory of
Wild Rivers Recreation Area [or cultural resources
and nominate appropriate sites to the National

n“ 'l! i

Register of Historic Places. Cultural resources and
selected sites will continue to be interpreted for the
public. The Big Arsenic Springs petroglyph site will
remain open to public use and monitored on a regular
basis. Guided hikes for visitors will continue to
provide some awareness and education to help
visitors respect the values associated with the site.
The BI.M will interpret historic and prehistoric
resources at the John Dunn Bridge and Manby Hot
Springs for visitors.

Lower Gorge
The BLM will complete an inventory of cultural
resources and provide interpretation where feasible in
Orilla Verde Recreation Arca. The highest priority for
inventory will be areas of intensive recreation use.

Copper IIill
The Lower Embudo Special Management Arca will
become a part of the new Copper Hill ACEC, and will
bc managed under the prescriptions outlined under
MANew Mexico RMP-Level Decisions@des-cribed as
follows. A Class Il (100%) cultural resources
inventory of the Lower Embudo Cultural zonc will be
completed, and alt archaeological sitcs will be
recorded. This inventory will be phased over time
and tied Lo priorily areas (based on protection needs).
Archaeological sites will be nominated, as
appropriate, to the National Register of Historic
Places. Access to the pueblo ruins in the Lower
Embudo Cultural Protection Zone will be limited to
permilted users only. Fire suppression techniques
causing earth disturbance (e.g., fire lines built by
bulldozers or hand tools, off-road vehicles) will not
be uscd within this zonc.
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PUBLIC EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

Under the Final Plan the BLM will complete an
interpretive plan following the guidelines of the Rio
Grande Gorge Interpretive Prospectus. BLM will
establish guidelines for signs to provide a consisient
appearancc and message throughout the planning
area, provide a better appreciation of the resources
and local custom and culture, and to betier identify
opportunities and help minimize conflicts. Most
interpretive signs and brochures will be available in
both English and Spanish. Signs will be posted at
river access points Lo provide information on the
location of adjacent access points, the length of river
scgments, safely concerns and emergency services.
BLM will also cstablish partnerships with a wider
range of users (e.g., ishing, hiking, mountain biking)
to help inform them of public land opportunities as
well as responsibilitics.

The BLLM will not provide onsite interpretation at
any areas in the Copper Hill Unit, but will provide
specific information or interpretive services at the
following sitcs:

Upper Gorge

¢ La Sauscs, Lobatos Bridge, and other sites in
Colorado: Place emphasis on riparian restoration,
river-related resources, raptors, and historic sites
and uses. Implement interpretation of sites through
Los Caminos Antiguos Historic and Scenic Byway
partnerships;

C Wild Rivers Visitor Center: Continuc displays of
resource management issues, human manipulation
of vegetation, and fire as a management tool;

C La Junta Point: Increase ranger patrols and contact
with visitors, self-guided nature trails, and plans for
interpretive signing focusing on geology and
Wild and Scenic Rivers;

C John Dunn Bridge: Post directional signs.
Continuc weekend river ranger patrols to permit
boating use, provide information, and direct traffic.
Place signing o support parking and use
restrictions/controls at the bridge and springs;

C Manby Springs: Post interpretive signing to
encourage protection of cultural resources;

¢ Rio Grande Gorge Bridge: Develop intcrpretive
signing on bridge and parking arcas focusing on
the bridge; impact of the gorge on transportation,
geology and watchable wildlife; and the Wild and
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Scenic River system in partnership with the New
Mexico State Highway and Transportation
Department;

Place directional signs at all trailhcads;

Lower Gorge
Taos Junction Bridge: Acquire land or develop a
land use agreement and put inlerpretive signing in
place to describe sitc’s history, river ethics, and
leave no trace practices;
La Vista Verde Trail: Install a sign at the trail-head
about hiker safety, cultural resources protection
and vegetation, Provide BLM ranger presence,
including guided hikes;
Orilla Verde Campground: Replace the current
contact station with an unstaffed facility to pro-
vide exhibits describing the area's recreation
opportunities, sites of interest, riparian ecosys-tem,
culwral resources, safety, wildlile, geology, and
native plants. A nearby volunteer host site will
allow for personal visitor contacts in summer;
Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center: Provide displays
and intcractive videos, about the Rio Grande
Gorge's recreation opportunities, history and
resources. Promote visitor ctiquelte loward
resources and education about local custom and
culture. The visitor center will serve as a hub for
environmental education with local and visiting
school groups. Formal prescntations will be given
on a varicty of lopics of interest to visitors and
local residents;
Pilar North Parking Area: Provide river ranger
patrols and limited informational signing;
Quarlzite Recreation Site: Develop interpretive
signs describing key resources and river charac-
teristics, and increase river ranger presence;
Racecourse Parking Sites: Provide interpretive
signs at larger sites receiving the heaviest visitor
usc, and focus on Wild and Scenic River
management, watchable wildlife, and natural and
cultural features of interest;
Counly Line/Rinconada Overlook: Provide
signing focusing on riparian area protection;
Lover's Lanc: Increase patrol of the site; and

* Embudo Station: Provide some patrols and

interpretive signing on river use, local history and
good neighbor guidelines in cooperation with
landowners.
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RIPARIAN RESOURCES

BL.M riparian arcas in New Mexico and Colorado are
managed under general guidelines provided by the
agency's Riparian/Wetland Initiative for the 1990s
(USDI, BLM 1991). The BLM in New Mexico has
developed more specific riparian policy and program
guidelines that will provide management dircction
for this habitat in the planning area (Riparian 2000).

A total of 344 acres of public land with (or with
potential for) riparian vegetation exist in the

planning arca, 127 acres in Colorado and 217 acres in
New Mexico. The BLM will continue the withdrawal
of these areas from mincral cntry and will keep them
closed to mincral and geothermal leasing. Under the
Final Plan, grazing will be eliminated trom all
riparian arcas with the exception of one allotment in
New Mexico; where over the long term grazing will
be excluded and in Colorado except at watcr gaps,
until proper functioning condition is achieved.
Vehicle access, where practical, will not be allowed
within 25 feet of perennial streams, unless mitigating
measures arc applicd. Vegetation removal, with the
exceplion of exotic specics, will continue to be
prohibited. In New Mexico, riparian arcas will be
included in new or enlarged ACECs or recreation
areas to provide for special management and
protection of these resources.

Upper Gorge - Colorado
BLM will continue to work with local groups to
eliminate unauthorized livestock grazing in riparian
areas by cattle moving from private Jands on the east
side of the Rio Grandc. Grazing will continue in the
riparian areas of the La Sauses (#4255), Pifion Hills
(#4249), Mesa Common (#4251), Pifion (#4245A and
B), and Flal Top (#4253) allotments at small water
gaps (about 2.5 acres total). The remainder of the
riparian arca in these alloiments will be allowed to
rest until the standards for a properly functioning
riparian arca are met on 124.5 acres. Once in proper
functioning condition, grazing will be allowed as
long as a four inch stubble height on herbaceous
species is maintained through the May to Junc high-
water scason, no more than 20% of the annual growth
of woaody riparian species is used by livestock, and
the area’s ecological health is main-tained. All
vehicle travel routes within riparian arcas between the
La Sauses Cemetery and the 1.obatos Bridge (on the
west side) will be closed to vehicle use, In addition,
the agency will treat closced routes Lo enhance riparian
vegetation (on 0.5 acre) and will plant on another ten
acres with willows and three acres with cottonwoods

over the first five years following plan approval o
restorc native species. Additional plantings will be
undertaken as additional funding and partnerships
hecome availablc.

Upper Gorge - New Mexico

BLM will manage 48 miles of the Rio Grande and
four miles of the Red River to conserve the riparian
vegetation that is considered (o be in properly func-
tioning condition, BLM will enhance a portion of
the riparian area at the John Dunn Bridge (0.1 acre)
by restricting turnaround and parking spacc to an arca
sufficient for five cars al the east-side beach. The
launch site on the river's west side at the John Dunn
Bridge will be slightly expanded. These ac-tions will
provide a nct gain of .05 acre of riparian vegelation.

Lower Gorge
Riparian habitat will be maintained or improved by
improving roads and trails, by removing cxotic plant
species and by excluding grazing from all riparian
areas, The BLM's goal of improving riparian con-
dition on nine acres will be achicved by closing
several sites o vehicles including the river access
road at the Arroyo Hondo Campground, public lands
at the confluence of the Rio Grande and Rio Embudo,
a vehicle pullout Jocated 0.5 mile south of Embudo
Station on the east shore, and the pullout located just
upstrcam from the Velarde Diversion Dam (also on
the east shore). The public land at Lovers™ Lanc will
be closed to vehicles, as well as most of the adjacent
private lands if they are ac-quircd (parking will only
be available on a 0.5-acre arca between NM 68 and
the cottonwoods). Salt cedar removal will continue at
the Orilla Verde Recrcation Area on an additional two
acres. Graz-ing will be excluded from all riparian
areas in the Lower Gorge ACEC.

The agency will attempt to acquire 2,510 acres of
private land adjacent to the Taos Junction Bridge and
manage the 1.5 miles of shoreline for riparian habitat
by closing sclected areas (totaling 1.4 acres) o
vehicle use (two acres east of the Taos Junction
Bridge will remain open to shoreline uses).

Seven miles of riparian habitat located along [ive
short stream scgments within the Copper Hill Unit
will be managed to improve their current riparian
classification of functioning at risk. The BLM will
closcly monitor grazing within the Rio de las
Trampas and Canada de Ojo Sarco riparian arcas (in
the Cuestecita Allotment, #521) to ensure properly
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functioning riparian condition. Only the currcnt
permittces would retain their grazing privileges (no
permit transfers will be allowed) with grazing to be
excluded upon rclinquishment of the permit. All other
areas within the unit will be excluded from grazing.

Monitoring activities in riparian arcas usually varies in
intensity and complexity, but is uscd as a means of
guiding progress towards identificd objectives. In
most cases, a lower intensity of monitoring will occur
on arcas that are at their potential, arc not deteriorated,
or have little likelihood of producing resource benefits.
Table 3-5 displays the minimum frequency of
monitoring to measurc the achievement of objectives
in the Final Plan.

Photo points at key arcas

every year

Heological site inventory
(Colorado)

3 years

Aerial photography
interpretation

every 5 years or as needed

Woody species density

cvery 5 years or as needed

Woody species form,
vigor, and utilization class

every 5 years or as necded

Woody species age class

every 5 years or as needed

Stream channcl cross
sections

every 5 years or as nceded

Note: In New Mexico, riparian areas will be included in
new or enlarged ACECs or recreation areas to provide for
special management and protection of these resources.
Refer to Chapter 2 for a description of these special

management areas.
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SCENIC QUALITY AND VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (VRM)

The BLLM uses its VRM sysiem (o assign appro-priale
VRM classes to public land in the planning area
(refer to Table 3-6 for a description of the BLM's
VRM classes). To determine whether or not a project
will meet VRM class guidelines, the agency uscs the
contrast rating system.

Class T

To preserve the existing character of the
landscape. This class provides for natural
ecological changes; however, it does not
preclude very limited management activity.
The level of change to the characteristic
landscape should be very low and must not
altract altention.

Class 11 To retain the existing character of the
landscape. The level of change o the
characteristic landscape should be low.
Management activitics may be seen but
should not attract the attention of the casval
observer, Any changes must repeat the
basic elements of form, line, color, and
texture found in the predominant natural
features of the characteristic landscape.

Class 11 To partially retain the existing character of
the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be moderate.
Management activities may attract attention
but should not dominate the view of the
casual observer. Changes should repeat the
basic clements found in the predominant
natural features of the characteristic
landscape.

Class 1V To provide for management activities that
require major modification of the existing
character of the landscape. The level of
change to the characteristic landscape can be
high. These management activities may
dominale the view and be the major focus of
viewer attention. However, every attempt
should be made to minimize the impact of
these activities through careful location,
minimal disturbance and repeating the basic
landscape elements.

The VRM system, thercfore, provides a means o
identify visual (sccnic) values, establish objectives
through the Resource Management Planning process
or on a case-by-case basis for managing these values,
and provides timely input into proposed
surface-disturbing projects to cnsurc the assigned
objcctives are met. See Table 3-7 for a summary of
VRM class assignments,
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All public lands have beenn assigned a VRM class 1o
set guidelines for projects that could change the
appearance of local landscape or structurcs. BLM
will provide for reestablishment of vegetation
through natural processes or by seeding to enhance
scenic quality in cxisting disturbed arcas or arcas
where roads have been closed.

Upper Gorge - Colorado
VRM Class 11 will continuc to be assigned to 16,457
acres in the San Luis Hills WSA and the {oreground of
the Rio Grande Corridor ACEC (as scen {rom the
river). VRM Class Il guidelines will continue 1o
apply to the remaining 31,323 acres in Colorado.
Scenic and visual quality will be maintained through
guidelines for cxisting spccial arca designations.

Upper Gorge - New Mexico
VRM Class I will be assigned to the 12,413 acres
adjoining the wild segments of the Rio Grande and
Red Wild and Scenic Rivers. VRM Class 111 will
apply to 21 acres in developed reercation sites within
Wild Rivers Recreation Area, including the BLM
Visitor Center, Sheeps Crossing, Chiflo, Bear
Crossing, Chawalauna, Big Arscnic, Little Arsenic,
Montoso, La Junta and El Aguaje. VRM Class 1 will
be assigned to the remaining 24,143 acres in the New
Mexico portion of this unit. To preserve scenic
quality, the BLM will acquire state and private land
in the unit (both surface and subsurface) on a willing
seller basis (refer 1o Table 3-2 for a list of these
parcels).

Lower Gorge
VRM Class I will be assigned to those lands in the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area above the rim that are
bounded by NM 68§, the north rim of the Arroyo
Hondo drainage, and the east rim of the Rio Grande
Gorge (if the lands are acquired). VRM Class 11 will
be assigned Lo 5,743 acres of the Orilla Verde
Recreation Arca and 16,347 acres in the remainder of
the unit. VRM Class 111 will be assigned to 24 acres
of the unit's developed recreation sites below the rim
of the gorge.

BLM will designate the public land south of the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area as the Lower Gorge
ACEC to protect the visual quality of the Lower
Gorge Unit. Rights-of-way in the ACEC will be
strictly limited and the arca withdrawn from public
land and mining laws. The BLM will acquire State
and private land (both surface and subsurface) on a
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willing scller basis, with priority given to undevel-
oped land (refer (o Table 3-2). To improve scenic
quality, the BLM will redesign and landscape the
Pilar North Parking Area and developed recreation
sites, revegetate closed roads, and rehabilitate the old
mining site near the Taos Junction Campground. The

agency will also develop partnerships with the New
Mexico Statc Highway and Transportation Upper Gorge - I C
Department and Public Service Company of New Colorado i 16,457
Mexico to improve the appearance of the NM 68 and _
570 rights-of-way and the gas linc parallel to NM 68. m 31,323
Copper Hill IV (no ¢
The BLM will protect the visual resources of the unit assignment)
by designating all public lands as the Copper Hill Upper Gorge - i 12,413
ACEC. VRM Class | will be assigned to 1,775 acres New Mexico
of the Rio Embudo and Agua Calientc Wild and 1l 24,143
Scenic River study scgments. VRM Class 11 will be - 21
assigned to 4,789 acrcs. VRM Class 1] will be
assigned to 10,716 acres in the ACEC's Central 1V (no C
Protection Zone. State and private lands in the assignment)
ACEC will be acquired on a willing seller basis. The
. L . . . Lower Gorge I C
ACEC will be managed to limit surface-disturhing
activitics. 1 22,090
m 24
IV (no C
assignmenl)
Copper Hill 1 1,775
11 4,789
I 10,716
IV (no C
assignment)
Planning Area 1 14,190
Totals ]
(rounded) 1l 67,480
1 42,080
IV (no o)
assignment)
Total 123,750
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WATERSHED MANAGEMENT (S0I1., VEGETATION AND WATER RESOURCES)

National guidance for management of vegetation
resources is provided in documents such as the Public
Domain Woodlands Management Policy Statement

retain certified water system operators for all of its
public water supply sources;
C Follow water quality standards for all water bodics

(1982) and the Public Rangclands Improvement Act
(1978). The San Luis and Taos RMPs also dircct
management of vegetation resources as part of the
livestock grazing, forestry, wildlife, fire suppression
and vegctation programs. The BLM is mandated to
improve and protect soil and water quality, prevent
deterioration where technically and economically
feasible, and rehabilitate watersheds in unacceptable
condition. The agency must also prevent or minimize
threats to public health and safcty, damage to natural
site characteristics, and economic losses that are the
result of floods, scdimentation, decreascd water and
soil qualily, accelerated runotf, and erosion on public
land. The BLM will continue to implement the
following actions and guidelincs:

C Study the intcraction between strcamflow and
riparian habitat. The Taos and La Jara Field Offices
will continue to work with BLM’s National Applied
Resource Scienee Center to study strecam channel
morphology and flows in order to asscss the
habitat’s ability to provide for fisheries resources,
consistent with goals of state wildlife agencics, and
determine wherc in the planning area these goals
can be reasonably achieved;

C Take the lead to initiate a watcr resources
management group which will meet annually to
explore water quantity and quality issucs in the
planning corridor. BLM will request participation
by the Rio Grande Watcr Conservation District,
Colorado Division of Water Resources (Division 3),
Colorado Division of Wildlife, San Luis Valley
Ecosystem Council, Rio Grande Corridor Advisory
Committee, Rio Grande Restoration, New Mexico
Environment Department, Colorado State Health
Department, New Mexico Department of Game and
Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U. S.
Geological Survey;

* Use Best Management Practices (BMPs), such as
thosc outlined in the Soil and Water Conservation
Practices Handbook (USDA, Forest Service) to
reduce nonpoint source pollution and conduct
monitoring designed to measurc the cffectiveness of
implemented practiccs;

C Comply with the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (1972), as amended, Clean Water Act (1977),
and Safe Drinking Water Act (1974). Drinking watcr
provided by the BLM is rcgularly tested and the
results submitted to the State. The BLM will

1

set by thc New Mexico and Colorado Water Quality
Control Commissions. The BLM has a Memorandum
of Understanding with New Mexico and Colorado to
reduce nonpoint source pollution from activities on
public lands. One key tool in reducing nonpoint
source pollution is to identify and apply BMPs for
every activity with the potential to impact water
quality. BMPs arc to be identificd in cvery
environmental assessment (EA), and must be
effective and cfficient at accomplishing the project's
intcnded purpose;

T Indirectly monitor water quality by conducting

periodic surveys for purasites and other components
that may adversely affect human health, and by
monitoring vegetation loss from surface-disturbing
activities. Vegetation is a major factor controlling the
amount and timing of crosion from a sitc. By
rchabilitating or manipulating the volume, form and
density of vegetation, the BLM can most dircctly
influence water quality. Water quality also will be
directly monitored through occasional sampling of
chemical content and temperature;

Follow the objectives of the BLM water rights
program, which arc to (1) cooperate with statc
governments under state faw to proteet all water
used for public land management, (2} conform to
applicable state water rights laws and procedurcs,
and (3) protect existing water rights;

Develop projects as needed to control exotic and
noxious weeds. In the New Mcexico portion of the
planning area, actions will be directed by the Weed
Prevention Plan (USDI, BLM 1996). Actions will
include stipulating the use of weed-free sced mixes
and feed or straw bedding, reseeding of all areas
disturbed by planned actions, and providing cxtra
care to keep human activities in weed-infested areas
from spreading the infestation. Complete a plan to
determinge the best strategy for controlling tamarisk
and noxious weeds and reestablishing native vegeta-
tion to improve biodiversity within Orilla Verde
Recreation Arca;

Contain all fires on public land, including thosc
threatening private lands during the first burning
period (refer to the Glossary), except in arcas where
an approved fire management plan is in effect. For
the areas outside of the BLM's full suppression
zones, the BILM will preparc fire management plans to
meet "let burn" or "partial burn" objectives. The
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agency may conduct prescribed burns to support
rcsource management objectives; burn plans must
be completed before such fires can occur. If
bumning is unsuccessful in meeting vegetation
objectives, sites will be treated with herbicides.
Environmental Protection Agency guidelines
require that no herbicides be applied within 0.5 mile
of a residence, developed recrcation site, or
perennial stream;

Limit firc suppression within Wild Rivers Recrcation
Arca to the methods least disturbing to soils and
vegetation and limit fuelwood and timber sales to
those that will enhance wildlife habitat;

Conduct firc suppression activitics within Orilla
Verde Recrcation Arca in a manner least disturbing
to soils and vegetation;

Fully supprcss any unplanned fires within the full-
suppression zone in the Lower Gorge ACEC. In the
remainder of the ACEC, fire prescriptions and burn
plans will be developed to mect vegetation
management objcctives;

Manage all woodland and forcstry resources within
the Copper Hill ACEC to enhancc wildlife habitat,
ecosystem health, and scenic values, Use limited
technigues to suppress fires in the Lower Embudo
Cultural Protection Zone. Suppression techniques
causing earth disturbance (e.g., fire lines built by
bulldozers or hand tools and off-road vehicles) will
not be used within this zone; and

Improve watershed and wildlife habitat conditions,
close 76.3 miles of roads to motorized vehicles.

Colorado
Sparse Shrub/Grassland: BLM will develop three test
plots in the sandy bench range type. On onc plot
native cool-scason sced (such as Western wheatgrass
or Indian ricegrass) will be broadcast. Another plot
will be resecded with the same species, but by dril-ling
instcad of by broadcast. The third plot will be a
control plot where no treatment will be applied. If
these tests are successful, up to 4% of the range sites
(1,124 acres) will be resceded by the best method over
the life of the plan, as funding became available.
Treated areas will be rested from livestock grazing for
two years to ensure greater succcss.

If the tests are unsuccessful, BL.M will develop
partnerships with universities or colleges for graduate
studies to determine other methods for successfully
reestablishing desirable species on these sites. The
best available methods will be used until desired
speeics arc reestablished on 4% of the range sites. In
the Flat Top Mountain WSA, only native species will
be reestablished using broadcast seeding by hand.

Savanna Woodland: Allow no fuclwood gathering
within the planning area in Colorado. Any wood-lands
within this part of the planning area that are considercd
operable are inaccessible because roads arc lacking. No
roads will be constructed for fuelwood gathering.

New Mexico
Qakbrush Woodland: The BLM will burn 184 acres in
New Mexico to create a diverse growth structure and
restore habitat through planned and natural ignition.
Burns will only take place on Jands with less than a
20% slope.

Savanna Woodland: BLM will treal 4,236 acres in
arcas where stand cxpansion has occurred using
mechanical thinning methods or planned/natural
burning. Burns will only take place on lands with no
morc than 33% slopes. The public will be allowed o
harvest a minimum of 75% of the wood treated.

Piiion-Juniper Woodland: BLM will mcchanically
thin or burn (by planned or natural ignition) 2,994
acres of pifion-juniper woodland. Areas selected for
treatment will have slopes of less than 20% and will
not be on ridges or north slopes. To create a mosaic
pattern only 20% of a particular area will be treated,
and treated sites will not be replanted. Prescribed
burns will be scheduled three to five years afier
mechanical thinning to remove seedlings. Each area
treated will have one or two snags left per acre for
wildlife. The public will be allowcd to harvest a
minimum of 75% of thc wood trcated.

Mixed Conifer Woodland: Approximately 9,744 acres
in the New Mexico portion of the planning area are
covered by mixed conifer woodland. About 20% of
this area (1,642 acres) will be mechanically thinned to
improve the compelitive advantage for ponderosa pine,
reduce the potential for catastrophic fire, and allow the
natural firc process to be reestablished. The total
square footage of remaining trunks (of all specics) will
average 40 to 80 square feet per acre treated. The arcas
to be treated will be sclected where slopes were less
than 20% avoiding ridges and north slopes and to
maintain these treated stands, the BLM will carry out
burns (planned or natural) at three to five-year intervals
to keep seedlings under control. A minimum of [ive
snags per acre will be left as wildlife habitat. The
public will be allowed to harvest a minimum of 75% of
the wood treated under the Final Plan,

Shrub/Grassland: BLM will burn 3,523 acres to
improve ecological condition and species composition
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through planned or natural ignition. Areas will be vegetation will be treated. Burned areas will be

rested from livestock grazing for a year if needed to reseeded with native spceics where the polential exists
ensurc enough fucl for a proper controlled burn. Burn for invasion by noxious weeds, cheatgrass or other
plans will be tailored to ensure that 50 to 75% undesirable speeics. The agency will rest treated areas
of the shrubs are killed to create a mosaic pattern. from livestock grazing for at least two years to allow
BLM will limit trcatment to sites with slopes less than reestablishment of grasscs.

20%. No morc than 33% ol any site with this type of
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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

In Colorado, 41 miles of the Rio Grande (including
22 miles in the planning area) will remain under
interim protection. The Wild and Scenic River
(W&SR) designations on 64 miles of the Rio Grande
and four miles of the Red River will not change.

BILM will recommend an additional 12.6 miles of
river for designation by Congress, as described below.

The BLM has considered all rivers and streams in the
planning arca to determine what additional
evaluations are needed, Table 3-8 identifies the river
or stream segments and briefly describes the BLM's
findings. Five strcams have becn determined to be
eligible for consideration as Wild and Scenic Rivers
(the eligibility studies and tentative classifications
arc included in Appendix 3). Because most of these
streams cxtend onto Carson National Forest lands, the
BLM will complcte suitability analyses in
coordination with the U.S. Forest Scrvice (USES)
within the next scveral years.

Within the planning area, 108.7 miles of rivers or
strcams will be protccled for these values, either as
designated W&SRs or under interim protection (refer
to Table 3-7).

The BLM will work with Taos and Rio Arriba
countics to develop local land use plans to meet the
objectives of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. BLM
will continue to take the following actions to manage
wild and scenic rivers:

C Manage designated W&SRs following guidelines
cstablished by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968;

C Provide protection for all areas found eligible for
designation as W&SRs until Congress makes its
decision. |Refer to the San Luis RMP for the study
of the 41-mile-long segment of the Rio Grande in
Colorado (USDI, BLM 1991); and

C Allow uses of the public (or adjacent private) land
in the wild and scenic corridors that were being
practiced or were approved before the rivers were
designated to continue to the same degree, if
compatible with management objectives.

Upper Gorge ~ Colorado
In the Colorado portion of this unit, the BLM has
recommended a 22-mile scgment of the Rio Grande
from the La Sauses Cemetery to the New Mexico state
line as suitable for designation, with 14 miles from
the cemetery to the Lobatos Bridge as scenic, and

eight miles from the bridge to the Statc line as wild.
The BLM is managing this segment under intcrim
management restrictions to protect their wild and
scenic values beyond the turn of the century until
Congress designates these river stretches, (The
interim boundaries arc 0.25 mile from the ordinary
high-water mark on cach side of the river.)

Upper Gorge - New Mexico
In New Mexico, the Rio Grande between the State
linc and the Taos Junction Bridge (48 miles) and four
miles of the Red River werc among the first rivers
designated in 1968. These segments will continue (0
be managed [or their wild and scenic values. The
BLM will continue to jointly manage the Carson
National Forest portion of the W&SR,

Lower Gorge
BLM will manage the 12-mile segment of the Rio
Grande designated as scenic in [994 to maintain its
recognized values. A pcrmanent boundary will be
recommended to Congress as shown on Map 4. The
W&SR bhoundary between T 23 N, R 10 E, Section 15
SW1/4, NE1/4, and the west boundary of Section 20,
will be moved to the north side of the highway right-
of-way, accommodating future highway cxpansion
without compromising W&SR valucs. The 7.6-milc-
long study scgment identificd in the 1994 legislation
will be recommended to Congress for designation
with a rcercational classification and recommended
boundaries as shown on Map 4.

Copper Hill
BLM will rccommend a five-mile scgment of the Rio
Embudo for designation as a wild component of the
W&SR System. Proposed boundaries arc shown on
Map 4, and management prescriptions will be those
discussed throughoul the description of this Final
Plan.

BLM will completc joint suitability studies with the
Carson National Forest on adjoining portions of the
following 10.1 miles of strcams and river scgments
(tentative classifications arc shown in parentheses):
Arroyo Hondo (scenic), Tierra Amarilla Canyon
(scenic), Agua Caliente Canyon (scenic/wild),
Caiiada de Ojo Sarco (scenic), and Rio dc las Trampas
(scenic). The BLM will manage thesc scgments for
protection of wild and scenic values until the
Congress determines their status. The interim
boundaries will be 0.25 mile beyond the ordinary
high water line. (Refer to Map 4 for segment
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locations and the portions of each that will be
afforded this status, and to Appendix 3 for more

information on the suitability studies.)

Upper Gorge
Rio Grande - Colorado

22 miles
1,280 acres public

3,200 acres private

Wild (8 miles, tentative)
Scenic (14 miles, tentative)

Suitable, as previously determined
in the San Luis RMP.

Rio Grande - Extension
(1994)

3,990 acres public
590 acres private

Rio Grande/ 56 miles Wild (53 miles) N/A
Red River (1968) 13,516 acres public Recreational (3 miles)

1,306 acres USFS

340 acres state

128 acres private
Lower Gorge 12 miles Scenic N/A

Rio Grande - Bosque

7.6 miles
1,100 acres public

1,087 acres private

Recreational (tentative)

Suitable - Recreational

Arroyo Hondo

1.2 miles
380 acres public

Scenic (tentative)

Suitability analysis deferred

Copper Hill
Rio Embudo Box

5 miles
990 acres public
550 acres stale

Wild (tentative)

Suitable - Wild

Tierra Amarilla Canyon

2.3 miles
390 acres public
210 acres state

Scenic (tentative)

Suitability analysis deferred

Agua Caliente Canyon

2.9 miles

790 acres public
40 acres private
40 acres state

Wild (1.9 miles, tentative)
Scenic (1.0 miles,
lentative)

Suitability analysis deferred

Cafiada de Qjo Sarco

2.4 miles

450 acres public
40 acres state
90 acres private

Scenic (tentative)

Suitability analysis deferred

Rio de las Trampas

1.3 miles
210 acres public

Scenic (tentative)

Suitability analysis deferred

Designated: 64 miles; 13,516 acres public (BLM), 1,306 U.S. Forest Service; 340 State; 128 private
Recommended suitable in Colorado: 22 miles; 1,280 acres public (BLM), 3,200 acres privale
Recommended suitable in New Mexico: 12.6 miles; 2,086 acres public: 550 state; 1,087 private, Total 3,723
Eligible in New Mexico, with deferred suitability recommendation: 10.1 miles; 2,220 acres public; 290 state; 130 private)

3-36
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The San Luis Hills Wilderness Study Arca (WSA), Under Wilderness Review (USDI, BLM 1995). No
located within the larger San Luis Hills ACEC, is the actions will be approved, or new uscs allowed, that
only parcel within the planning area under consider- will damage the area's suitability for preservation as
ation for wilderness designation. The BLM will wilderness. (Note: Valid existing activities arc
manage the San Luis Hills WSA portion of the San allowed 1o occur in a WSA as long as no unnecessary
Luis Hills ACEC following guidance in the Interim and undue degradation of wildcrness characteristics
Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands occurs.)
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT MANAGEMENT

The BLM manages habitat on public lands including
soils, watershed, and vegetation to benefit wildlifc
and domestic livestock, The New Mexico and
Colorado state wildlife agencies manage the wildlife
on public lands, including regulating hunting and
relocation or reintroduction of wildlife populations.
Nothing in this plan alters these responsibilities.

The BLM's objective is to protect sensitive species
and provide a habitat for healthy wildiife populations
and vegetative communitics. The agency will
continue to consult with other federal and State
agencics to mecet this objective. Before authorizing
surface-disturbing work, BLM stafl will conduct an
inventory to locatc any spceics, plant or animal, that
is listed or proposed for listing. For actions that may
affect such species, the BLM must engage in formal
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.
Current lists of species within the planning area
which are listed or proposed for listing arc availabie
from the La Jara Field Office and Taos Field Office of
the BLLM.

Animal damage control within the corridor has been
managed under the emcrgency procedurcs outlined
in BLM Manual 683(). As of March 21, 1995, the
federal Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
was given full authoritly o manage animal damage
control efforts on public Jands under an annual
operations plan. A Memorandum of Understanding
implemented on the same date allows BLM input into
the plan but does not give the agency the ability to
authorize any particular action. Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service completed an
environmental analysis for planned actions in 1997.

The BLM will implement the following actions and
guidelines throughout the Rio Grande Corridor:

C Do not cndanger the continued existcnee of any
sensitive species or the habitat on which it relies;

C Monitor special-status species and maintain
updated lists;

C Manage southwestern willow flycatcher habitat in
conformancc with the Southwestern Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan for Taos Resource
Area (March 11, 1998). In addition, BLM will
manage activities under its control in a manner
consistent with recovery plans for the southwestern
willow flycatcher;

C Close duplicate and dead-end roads on fragile soils

and within crucial wildlife habitats and maintain
road densities (miles of road per square mile) as
shown in Table 3-8

Upper Gorge - 91.2 miles 57.2/0.8
Colorado

Upper Gorge - 31.6 miles 31.6/0.7
New Mexico ?

Lower Gorge 33.6 miles 23.5/0.7
Copper Hill 45.4 miles 14.8/0.5
Total/Average 201.8 miles 07°%
Notes:  “Designations for this unit were completed in

1994,
This is a weighted average road density.

Prohibit actions (i.c., access, activity) during
critical periods, such as breeding or wintering, to
eliminate potential adverse affcets to wildlifc;

Consider requests from the public for removal of
native vegetation on a case-by-case basis, except
in designatcd recrcation arcas/sites and all
riparian areas. These areas will be closed to such
usc to protect the nesting sites of the

southwestern willow flycatcher and roosting sites
for the bald eagle;

Allow pack stock, such as llamas or horses, in the
planning area except at developed campsites and
on trails closcd to such use (in the Wild Rivers
and Orilla Verde Recreation Areas);

Construct cable grates on the mine entry at Black
Rock Springs and at the El Poso Cave entrance to
protect bats from human contact. The agency will
close the caves to the general public and will only
allow scientific studies;

Treat approximately 13,703 acrcs to improve
biological diversity (refer to the "Vegetation, Soils
and Water Quality” section above);

Upper Gorge
Modify 4.25 miles of net wire fenee in Colorado
along the state line to facilitate big game migration
and movement;
Do not allow parking or overnight use (including
camping) within 300 feet of existing trailhcads or
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trail descent points, as appropriatc, to protect
wildlife migration corridors and access routes to
water. [nstall appropriate signs to inform users of
the restriction. Restrictions on overnight use will
not apply to the Manby, Raven, or Powerline
trailheads or to the traitheads on the cast rim of
the gorge within the Wild Rivers Recrcation Arca;

Introduce a reproducing population of river otter
into the Upper Gorge Unit in coordination with
the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
and Colorado Department of Wildlife;

Limit fuelwood and timber sales within Wild
Rivers Recreation Area to those that will enhance
wildlife habitat;

Prohibit commercially guided fishing along the
Rio Grande from Chiflo Trail to Big Arsenic Trail
(year-round) and on the Ute Mountain scgment
(from Aprit 1 to May 31);

Close the West Rim Trail from the John Dunn
Bridge to Chiflo from May 1 to July 31 for big
gamc fawning and calving;

Lower Gorge
Restrict shoreline access in designated areas, and
close selected side channels to boating use to
proteet bird habitat;
Acquire from willing scllers the water rights for
springs in Arroyo 1ondo Canyon, east of NM 68
near Horseshoc Curve;
Discourage human usc on public land in the big
game migratory corridor within Arroyo Hondo
Canyon (near lorseshoe Curve);

Copper Hill
Prohibit all surface-disturbing projects, vegeta-
tive removal, and mincral matcrial sales to protcet
Mexican spotted owl critical habitat area
NM-BI.M-3 in the Copper Hill ACEC. The habitat
area will be withdrawn from public land and
mining laws and closed to mineral lcasing;
Continue the cooperative effort with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish for the
reintroduction of Rio Grande cutthroat trout to
Agua Caliente Canyon after the cxisting popula-

tion of rainbow trout is removed. Designate the
Rio Grande cutthroat trout as a BLM sensitive
specics in New Mexico;

C  Exclude livestock grazing including the Cuestecita
Allotment (#521) over the long term;

¢ Withdraw the ACEC from the public land laws
and mineral entry;

¢ Allow new rights-of-way and mineral leasing only
within the Central Protection Zone; the remainder
of the ACEC will be closed;

C  Manage all woodland and forcstry rcsources to
enhance wildlife habitat and ccosystem health;

C  Acquire state and private lands within the ACEC
by purchase or exchange with willing owners; and

C  Acquire administrative access to Agua Calicnte
for fisheries management.

In managing wildlife and their habitat, BLM is faced
with identifying whether progress has been made in
meeting desired objectives. As a means of tracking
success or failure, and to provide a backdrop for
evaluation, the BLM will implement the following
monitoring methods:

Type Survey Method
Southwestem Willow CFWS Protocol
Flycatcher
Cowbirds CLevel of parasitism

Cldentily foraging
distribution

CRelative abundance

Neotropical Migratory CBreeding bird surveys
Birds
Raptors CActive nest counts

¢ Fledgling counts

Big Game ¢ Population counts

€ Sex and age ratios
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT

The objective of BLM's recreation program is to
cnsure the continued availability of quality outdoor
recrcation opportunitics and experiences that are not
rcadily available from other sources. Specific
program goals are the protection of visitor health and
safety; protection of the natural, cultural, and other
resources which provide the setting for a quality
experience; cnhancement of the public’s enjoyment
of these lands through education and interpretation;
maintenance of high quality, univers-ally accessible
facilities; and resolution of user conflicts,

The Final Plan is designed to provide a balance
between recreation use, protection of resources,
visitor safety and needs of local residents. BLM will
implement the following actions and guidelines:

* Continuc to follow the Supplementary Rulcs for
managing visitor use on public land in the Taos
Field Officc (Federal Register, May 10, 1996).
These rules are generally revised every five years,
with an opportunity for public input. The next
revision is scheduled for 2000.

* Continue to collect user fees to comply with
national policy and establish new fees consistent
with policy and other local agency practices.

* Controls will be established for boating on most
segments of the Rio Grande with an opportunity
for a small increase in private or commercial use in
the Upper Gorge Unit and some growth in the
Lower Gorge Unit,

* Any ncw facilities or services would be located in
areas already in usc or would be provided when
older facilities were scheduled for major repair or
replacement,

Monitoring
The primary purpose of a monitoring program will be
to track recreation use on the Rio Grande. This

4-1

tracking will yield numbers of rccreation users, as

well as the social conditions that result from user
interactions, and will help determine the effective-ncss
of the Rio Grande Corridor Plan. This data will help
with compliance of Special Recreation Permit
stipnlations. Tn addition, monitoring will document
conditions of the riparian zone including river access
sites, campsites, springs and vegetation health.

Monitoring will take place during the high use season
from May through September using a team of BLM
rangers and volunteers. Although all seg-ments of the
Rio Grandc in the planning area will be monitored,
special emphasis will be placed on high use zones in
the Lower Gorge where user interac-tions are most
numerous. In addition to river user numbers, the
count crew team will monitor quiet zones, outfitter
launch windows, parking, and visitor satisfaction in
order to determinc if the Corridor Plan management
actions are effective. Information compiled by this
team will be presented annually so that an accurate
picture of current conditions can be assessed.

In the more remote sections of the corridor the number
of group encounters a user experienccs is an indicator
of the type of expericnce a visitor has. The count crew
will conduct studies to determine the number of
groups encountered on average in differ-ent river
segments to determine if the remote nature of the
canyon cxperience is being compromiscd.

Campsite and river access sites will be measured and
photographed on a regular basis to determine the
cxtent of human impacts. Representative undisturbed
sites will be chosen in the riparian zone and monitored
periodically by photo points and site characterization
descriptions. Wildlifc surveys will be conducted
periodically by BLM wildlife bio-logists to indicate the
overall health of the area. The discharge of springs
occurring on BLM lands will be measured periodically
in order to determine long-term trends.
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SPECIAL RECREATION USE PERMITS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Criteria used by BLM to cvaluate applications for
commercial recreation on public lands in the Rio
Grande Corridor are as follows:

* BLM's ability to effectively administer the permit
within the capability of the resource. The BLM
will allow only the minimum number of outfitters
needed to provide recrcational services, while
ensuring fair competition and an adequate level of
service,

* Consistency with management objectives for the
arca (such as suitability for a proposed use, or
mitigation of traffic, congestion, conflicts with
other uses, and timing); and

* Whether the proposed service is readily or
potentially available from vendors on private
lands.

Outfitted Boating
The BLM will issuc no new permits for use on the Rio
Grande between the Lobatos Bridge and the Vclarde
Diversion Dam, outside of the approved and
authorized transfer process; nor for use in the new
Copper Hill ACEC. Existing Rio Grande boating
permits may be transferred in their entirety to any
qualified individual or company, but transfer of part
of a permit (e.g., for use on one particular segment)
will be allowed only to parties who already posess a
Rio Grande permit. If the number of permits for
segments south of John Dunn Bridge is reduced to
lcss than 10 (e.g., through attrition, cancellation), ncw
permit(s) may be issued to maintain this num-ber.
Segments above John Dunn Bridge will be
maintained at five permits. (Additional restrictions
on the use of permits are described in the following
Boating scction).

42

Allocations for commercial boating activities on the
Rio Grande will be based on use figurcs collected for
the 5 seasons prior to the year when allocations will
go into effect. The figures for the two busiest years
for each outfittcr will be averaged and used to
determine that outfitter's allowable use, launch sizc,
and total number of launches. Commecreial opera-tors
who fail to operate at least onc commercial trip in one
of the two preceding seasons on any one segment will
lose permit privileges for that segment. Allocations
will be adjusted every five years or as conditions
warrant.

Outfitted Fishing Guide Services
Permits for the use of strcams in New Mexico will be
considered aftcr case-by-case review. Permittees will
be limited to one trip per day in the planning area
with up to four pcople per trip (including guides). To
addrcss wildlife concerns, commercial-ly guided trips
arc prohibited along the Rio Grande between the
Chiflo Trail downstream to the Big Arsenic Trail all
year and in the Ute Mountain segment from April 1 to
May 31.

Rock Climbing
Commereial permits will be considered on a case-by-
case basis. Individuals would be required to have a
permit only if they intended to permanently install
hardware.

Other Commercial Uses and Special Events
The BLM will permit thesc on a case-by-casc basis.
The traditional Mother’s Day cvent began in 1959,
and will be allowed to continue, with daily boating
use restrictions waived for use of the Lower Gorge
segments. Other requested uses would have to
comply with restrictions in place for the area in which
the use is proposed.
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Boating will be regulated according to guidelines other recreation users on a recurring basis to deter-
listed below for the different segments of the Rio mine whether adjustments can/should be made to
Grandc and Rio Embudo. These guidelincs, includ- resolve new concerns or better meet the guidelines
ing limits on group size, restrictions on boating during established for each segment. An annual meeting will
certain times of the day or seasons, or closures at be held with residents, private and commercial boaters,
specific river flows, vary by segment, depending on and other recreation users to assess the past season and
the opportunities available, or the typc of conflict recommend changes which could be made to resolve
between uscrs or resources. recurring conflicts, reduce congestion, assure

equitable access, improve the quality of the

BLM will monitor this use throughout the season and environment, or addrcss emerging issucs.
work with outfitters, private boaters, residents and

All Boaters .

QOutfittcd Boaters ¢

Ri10 GRANDE - ALL SEGMENTS

Emcrgency takeout will be allowed on public lands at all times. No landing is allowed on
private lands, without landowner permission, except in an emergency.

No motorized watercraft will be allowed to use the Rio Grande from La Sauses Cemetery
south to the Vclarde Diversion Dam.

Each outfitted or private group must register each trip at the launch site.

All overnight parties, including solo kayakers, must usc a firepan for all open fires, and a
human waste carry-out system, preferably a portable system compatible with RV dump
stations.

A toll-free number will be available for advance tclephone rescrvations or to provide
information on current boating conditions. The reservation system for scgments requiring
them will provide equitable access to launches for private and outfitted boaters. Commercial
outfitters may be asked to verify a booking when making a reservation for a launch.

See Tablc 4-1, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Upper Gorge.

R10 GRANDE - UPPER GORGE

La Sauses Segment (La Sauses Cemetery to Lobatos Bridge)

All Boaters .

Facilities .

No restrictions will be placed on private or outfitted boaters.

At La Sauses Recreation Site BLM will define parking areas to control damage to riparian
habitat. Currently, BLM has an informal agreement with the landowner at Lobatos Bridge
which allows for public use at the site and will continue efforts to acquire public access rights
at Lobatos Bridge.

Ute Mountain Segment (Lobatos Bridge to Lee Trail)

All Boaters .

Facilities .

Launch/takeout access will be provided at Lobatos Bridge (as stated above), and from the
Sunshinc Valley and Lee trails.

The segment is closed to all boating from April 1 through May 31.

Two launches arc allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, but only one can be
overnight. All launches must be reserved in advance on a first-come basis.

A total of 16 people (passengers+guides, commercial or private) will be allowed each day.

Improvements at Lobatos Bridge, if access rights are acquired, will include a defined parking
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT

All Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

arca, and if use warrants, seasonal or pcrmanent toilet facilities.

Razorblades Segment (Lee Trail to Chiflo Trail)

Launch/takeout access will be provided at Lee, Sheep Crossing and Chiflo trails.

To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, onc launch
for an overnight trip will be allowed per day, whether privatc or outfitted, on a first-come
first-serve basis. Overnight launches must be reserved in advance.

Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).

No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows
that daily use is exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional
controls may be implemented if detcrmined to be necessary.

No improvements arc planned to facilitics.

Upper Box Segment (Chiflo Trail to Little Arsenic Trail)

Launch/takeout access will be provided at Chiflo, Big Arsenic and Little Arsenic trails.

To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch
for an overnight trip will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come
first-serve basis. Overnight launches must be reserved in advance.

Group size is limited to 16 people (passcngers/guides).

No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows
that daily use is exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional
controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

No facility changes are planned; restrooms and picnic tables will be maintained.

La Junta Segment (Little Arsenic Trail to John Dunn Bridge)

Access will continue to be provided by several BLM/Forest Service trails (Little Arsenic, La
Junta, Cebolla Mesa, Miners Trail). The takeout is located at John Dunn Bridge.

To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsitcs available, one launch
for an overnight trip (maximum group size of 16) will be allowed per day, and must be
reserved in advance. No additional restrictions will be placed on privatc boaters until
monitoring shows that daily usc exceeds 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

Two launches will be allowed per day, but only onc can be overnight, with no more than 16
people (passengers + guides) to maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited
campsites available. Overnight launches will be available on a first-come first-serve basis.
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holiday launches will be assigned based on historic use records.
The assignments will be assessed every 5 years, or as nceded, and adjusted if necessary.
Weckday launches will be available on a first-come first-serve basis.

Qutfitted groups are limited to 16 people (passcngers + guides). Qutfitters can occasionally
exceed the group size for day trips through use of a pool - up to a maximum of 21 people per
group, for a total of 10 times per scason on a first-come basis.

Outfitted launches will not be able to pass or takeout at John Dunn Bridge before noon on
weekends and holidays to help relieve congestion at the bridge. Trips wishing to continue
below John Dunn Bridge will not be required to obtain a separate Taos Box launch unless
monitoring determines a need.

Primitive campsites and vault toilets are provided at the base of trails in the Wild Rivers
Recreation Area. Primitive campsites and vault toilets are maintained by the Carson National
Forest on Cebolla Mesa. Refer to the Taos Box segment for facilities at the John Dunn Bridge
takcout.
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT

All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilitics

Taos Box Segment (John Dunn Bridge to Taos Junction Bridge)

Launch access is provided at John Dunn Bridge, along the west shoreline north of the bridge.
The east shoreline north of the bridge will be used for overflow on the busiest weekends.
South of the bridge, both shorelines are closed to boaters. Taos Junction Bridge is the main
takeout (see the Orilla Verde/Pilar section for access information). Parking is available along
the access road from Arroyo Hondo and may be expanded if BLM acquires additional lands
in the Arroyo Hondo Grant.

Due to the limited number of campsites available, one trip per day of 16 pcople (guides +
passengers) will be allowed to camp on this segment, whether private or outfitted, on a first-
come first-serve basis.

Up to 200 boaters will be allowed per day on weekends and holidays, and 150 will be
allowed per day on weekdays. No additional restrictions will be placed on private boaters
until monitoring shows that daily use excceds these limits. Once this threshold is excecded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

Private boaters will be encouraged to launch before 1:00 p.m. to ensure completion of the run
before twilight and minimize displacement of other users at John Dunn Bridge.

Scc Table 4-1, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Upper Gorge.
John Dunn Bridge: year-round restrooms will be installed and the northwest shorcline area

expandcd slightly. See the Orilla Verde/Pilar segment for facility development proposals in
the Taos Junction Bridge arca.
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All Permits issued to outfitters specify the river segment in which they are allowed to conduct business. Four river
Segments segments will be allocated (La Junta, Taos Box, Orilla Verde (through Pilar only) and Racecourse). Commercial
use on other segments will be on a first-come first-serve basis. For trips that originate in one segment and
continue into another scgment, launch requirements for both segments must be adhered to (for example, a Taos
Box trip continuing through Pilar must usc one of their allocated launches to continue down river). The only
exception is for authorized La Junta segment outfitters that continue into the Taos Box segment after 12:00 pm.,
Use continuing through the Taos Box in this situation will not count toward historical use in the Taos Box, since
this use gencrally would fall outside the allocated time period.

La Sauses No restrictions will be placed on outfitted boaters.
Ute The segment is closed to all boating from April 1 through May 31.
Mountain Two launches are allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, but only one can be overnight. All launches must

be reserved in advance on a first-come basis.
A total of 16 people (passengers+guides, commercial or private) will be allowed each day.

Razorblades "T'o maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch for an overnight trip
will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis. Overnight launches must be reserved
in advance.

Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).

No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use is
exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if’
determined to be neccssary.

Upper Box To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch for an overnight trip
will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis. Overnight launches must be reserved
in advance.

Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).

No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use is
cxeceding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if
determined to be necessary.

La Junta Two launches will be allowed per day, but only one can be overnight, with no more than 16 people
(passengers+guides) to maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, Overnight
launches will be available on a first-come basis.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holiday launches will be assigned based on historic use records, The assignments
will be assessed every 5 years, or as nceded, and adjusted if necessary. Weekday launches will be available on a
first-come basis.

Outfitted groups are limited to 16 people (passengers+guides). Outfitters can occasionally exceed the group size
for day trips through usc of a pool - up to a maximum of 21 peaple per group, for a total of 10 times per season
on a first-come basis.

Due to the limited number of campsites available, one trip per day of 16 people (passengers+guides) will be
allowed to camp on this segment, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis.

Outfitted launches will not be able to pass or takeout at John Dunn Bridge before noon on weekends and holidays
to help relieve congestion at the bridge. Trips wishing to continue below John Dunn Bridge will not be required
to obtain a separate Taos Box launch unless monitoring determines a need.
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Taos Box All commercial Jaunches will take place between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm,

Weckends and holidays: up to 8 launches will be allowed per day and size will be limited to 21 passengers per
launch.

Weekdays: up to 8 launches will be allowed per day and size will be limited to 32 passengers per launch.
Although no trading of passenger slots will be allowed between outfitters, they can occasionally exceed the day-
use group size limits above through use of a pool, up to a maximum group size of 40 passengers and only on
weekdays. Outfitters will request slots from the pool on a first-come basis, Initially the daily pool will have 15
passenger slots available.

Over-limit fees: to allow an outfitter to fill trips, BLM will allow up to 4 extra passcngers to be booked, but an
extra fee will be imposed to remove any profit incentive for doing so. These extra passengers will not be counted
towards an outfitter’s historic use for allocation purposes. This option is not available for launches that have been
augmented from the pool. The over-limit policy may be discontinued if monitoring indicates a nced.
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT

CHAPTER 4

Segment

Winter

Oct 15 - Feb 28/29

Spring
Mar 1l - May 14

Summer
May 15 - Aug 14 & Labor Day Weekend

Fall

Aug 15-Oct 14

All
Segments

Over-limit fees: to allow an outfitter to fill trips, BLM will allow up 1o four extra passengers to be booked on Lower Gorge trips,
but an extra fee will be imposed to remove any profit incentive for doing 0. These extra passengers will not be counted towards an
outfitter’s historic usc for allocation purposcs, The overlimit may be discontinued if monitoring indicates a need,

Initially, no specific usc allocation will be made for individual outfitters. All outfitted use will be regulated by guidelines described
below, Use will be allocated to specific outfitters when thresholds are exceeded on any given day. Once exceeded, that day will be
rationed for the following five seasons. Each outfitter will be given a specific number of pussengers as their allocation based on their

percent of Lower Gorge wse for that season and the previous four seasons.

Orilla
Verde/
Pilar

For trips that take place solely within Orilla Verde Recreation Area, maximum group sizc is 40 passengers, but there is no limit at

this time on the number of launches.

50 passengers per
week through Pilar,
reserved on a first-
come first-serve
basis, maximum
group size of 32.

All flows - 120
passengers per
day, first-come
first-serve basis,
maximum group
size of 32,

ALL FLOWS: No passage allowed past Orilla Verde
Campground before 9am or after 3pm, Trips originating
above Taos Junction will have to use (or join) an Orilla
Verde/Pilar launch to continue downstream, provided group
size requirements are met..

BELOW 2000 CFS: 32 passengers per outfitter per day, one or
two launches.

BETWEEN 2000-4000 CFS: Each outfitter can take a total of 32
passengers in one or two groups through Pilar as part of their
Orilla Verde allocation. In addition, one Racecourse trip per
outfitter can launch above Pilar; limit is 40 passengers.
ABOVE 4000 cFs: No boating unless private owners grant
portage rights around the Pilar Bridge, or the bridge is
reconstructed.

PooL: The Racecourse and Orilla Verde/Pilar segments will
have a combined pool of 50 per weekend and 100 per weekday
which may be used to increase group size up to 90 on
weekdays and 50 on weekends,on a first-come first-scrve
basis. Where augmented launches excced 40 passengers,
launches must split and be staggered in 10 minute intervals to
minimize the impacts of large groups

ALLOCATIONS: Specific days will be allocated when
passengers exceed 300 (when flows are below 2000 cfs), or
450 (when flows are above 2000 cfs). These allocations will
apply to all trips taken between Taos Junction Bridge and
County Line.

All flows - 120
passengers per
day, first-come
first-serve,
maximum groups
size of 32.

Racecourse

Quartzite launch windows will be assigned each outfitter from 8:30am to 3:30pm. Limits arc 40 passengers per launch, two launches
per day per outfitter. On weekdays, outfitters will be able to combine these two launches into one by providing advance notice to
BLM. Most trips will take out at County Line. Although no trades will be allowed between outfitters, BLM will maintain a Lower
Gorge pool that all outfitters can draw from. Racecourse and Orilla Verde/Pilar will have a combined pool of 50 per day on
weekends, and 100 on weekdays. The pool can be used to increase a launch to 50 passengers on weckends, and 90 passengers on
weekdays. These augmented launches, as well any combined launches, will be encouraged to be rescheduled during the noon period.
When passenger numbcrs on any given day excced 600 in the Racecourse, the size of the pool may be reduced, and/or that day will
be allocated for the following five years for this and the Orilla Verde/Pilar scgment combined, bascd on historic use during the

season when the threshold was excecded and the previous 4 scasons.

Bosque

All trips for outfitters authorized to use this segment (¢xcept for high water trips originating above County Line and ending at
Lovers’ Lane) will count toward the daily limit of 50 passengers, OQutfitters without a Bosque permit will not be allowed to float

past Lovers’ Lane.

50 passengers per
week, first-come
first-serce basis.

50 passengers per
day, first-come
first- serve basis.

50 passengers per day, first-come first-serve basis.

ABOVE 2000 CFS: One Racecourse trip per outfitter per day
can take out at Lovers’ Lane.

ABOVE 4000 CF$: All Racecourse trips can take out at County
Line or Lovers’ Lane, choice up to the outfitter.

50 passengers per
day, first- come
first-serve basis.
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All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Privatc Boaters

R10 GRANDE « LOWER GORGE

Orilla Verde/Pilar Segment (Taos Junction Bridge to Quartzite Recreation Site)

Launch and takeout will be allowed at Taos Junction Bridge, the Cable Site (north of gauging station -
kayak/canoe only), and Lone Juniper. Takcout will be allowed only at Orilla Verde Campground.
Access at Karmic Wave will be allowed only for boaters in kayaks or canoes. Other sites may
be accessed from the river to use shoreline facilities - boats can be moored or partially
dragged on shore. Shoreline access will be restricted in designated arcas and selected side
channels closed to boating to protect wildlife habitat.

Until portage rights are granted at the Pilar Bridge, or the bridge is altered to allow safe
passage at higher flows, all boaters will take out at Lone Juniper or Orilla Verde Campground
when flows are 4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or higher. No public access is available in
the village of Pilar except with landowner permission, or for an emergency.

A no stopping and quiet zone will be enforced from Pilar Campground downstream to the
beginning of Karmic Wave. Sounds must be kept at conversational levels, cxcept in
cmergencies.

No restrictions will be applied initially to private boaters until monitoring indicatcs that 100
or more private boaters per day are passing through the village of Pilar. Once this threshold is
exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if determined to be nccessary. Measures
may include providing information at upstream launch sites to encourage private boaters to
take out at Orilla Verde Campground; prohibiting boating past Orilla Verde Campground
takeout after a specified time; or others which may be suggested at that time.

See Table 4-2, Qutfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

Taos Junction: BLM will work with private partners to provide management of the privatc
lands on the cast side of the river between Taos Junction Bridge and the gauging station. If
acquired, permanent facilities will be constructed at the Taos Junction boater takeout. If the
private lands are not acquired, BLM will provide for boatcr access on the west side of the
river,

Cable Site: the parking area at the Orilla gauging station will be relocated to the cable site.
The vault toilet currently located across from the gauging station will be relocated to the new
parking site,

Lone Juniper: the site will be redesigned to improve access.

Orilla Verde Campground: access will be improved; boater parking and launch/takeout will
be separated from other uses.

See Camping section for additional information.

Racecourse Segment (Quartzite Recreation Site to County Line Recreation Site)

Quartzite, Souse Hole, and County Line are the main river access sites.

Locational boating will be available where desired, but vehicles must be parked in arcas
which have been approved by the Highway Department. Outfitted boater parking will be
identificd through BLM permit stipulations.

At Quartzite during congested periods, the beach may be divided into two zoncs - one for
rafts that are inflated and rigged or canocs/kayaks (express lane) and one for rafts that are not
inflated and rigged.

No restrictions will be placed on this group until monitoring indicates that 300 or more
private boaters per day are launching from Quartzite. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.  Additional actions
may include assigning launch times, encouraging usc at less congested times, or other actions
which might be suggested by interested parties.
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Qutfitted Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Private Boaters

QOutfitted Boaters

Facilitics

See Table 4-2, Qutfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

Quartzite: the level of the beach will be raised to allow use at higher flows, and improve
traffic flow with signs and barricrs. The BLM also will install a pay/emergency tclcphone.
Pilar North Parking Arca/Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center Parking: a committee of
stakeholders will make recommendations to provide for additional short- and long-term
parking and improved restroom facilitics for outfitted and private boaters and other users of
this area.

Souse Hole: build a permanent rest room and provide more space for parking.

County Line Areca: build permanent rest rooms, improve access and parking, install a
pay/emergency phone, usc signs and barriers for vchicle controls, and landscape.

Other Sites: provide portable or permanent vault toilets at additional sites if use, resource
degradation or public safety warrants. The BLM will work with the Highway Department to
provide safe access points for sightseeing and parking, and improve trail access to the river to
control erosion and provide for user safety.

Bosque Segment (County Line Recreation Site to Velarde Diversion Dam)

County Line, Lovers’ Lane, Embudo Station (if owner allows) and Embudo South are the
main river access sites. There will be no landing on private lands except in emergencies or
with landowner permission.

A quict zone will be enforced from County Line downstream to Embudo Station. Sounds will
be kept at conversational levels except in emergency situations.

No additional restrictions will be placed until a threshold of 50 or morc private boaters per
day launching or floating past County Line is reached. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be nccessary. Additional actions
may include reducing group size, requiring call-in reservations, or other measures which may
be proposed by residents, boaters or BLM.

See Table 4-2, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

County Line: Sce the Racecourse section for a description.

Lovers’ Lane: if public access is acquired, a permanent rest room will be built and a parking
area established above the riparian area. If access to this parcel is not acquired, then BLM
will work with stakeholders to determine alternative strategies.

Embudo Station: privatce facilities may be available if boaters make arrangements with the
owner. If the Embudo South site is developed, BLM will limit development to what is
needed to provide for resource protection or public safety, such as a vault toilet or trash
receptacle, a small parking area, and a trail to the river.
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Ri10 EMBUDO

Rio Embudoe Box (west boundary of Picuris Pueblo to BLM road 146 access point)

Private Boaters .

Boaters will be required to register at river put-ins. BLM will monitor activity and may

propose actions if more than 200 boaters per year are making use of this segment.

Outfitted Boatcrs ¢

No commercial use permits will be issued for boating on the Rio Embudo.

Low-key signing will be used to identify access points and mark public land boundaries.

BLM will cooperate with Picuris Pueblo in providing information to the public about their

use restrictions. Downstream of Dixon, BLM will monitor use and propose actions to rcsolve
any concerns related to boater use, such as unsafc parking, trespass, noise, or other issucs.

Facilities .
Parking areas will be defined with landscape barriers.
Other Segments
All Boaters .
Facilities * No facilitics are planned.

CASUAL USES

The public lands arc used for a large variety of
recreational pursuits that require little in the way of
facilities or developments and for the most part,
currcntly do not require intensive management.
Wildlife and bird watching, recreational rock
collecting, rock climbing, and camping away from
developed sites are a fcw of these pursuits.

Casual recreation use was considered during
development of proposals for vehicle use (refer to
Access), since access is an important element in many
of these activities. Non-motorized trails are also an
important element in access and are describ-ed below
under "Trailse (page 4-11). When parking or camping

BLM will take steps to improve access to favored
fishing sites, including steps to provide for improved
access, or barrier-free fishing platforms where terrain
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within developed recreation arcas or sites, visitors
will have to keep vehicles within 25 feet of any
designated route of travel. In the rc-mainder of the
planning area, vehicles will have to remain within
300 feet of designated routes; this restriction may be
re-visited by the Taos Field Office during future
transportation planning in adjacent planning areas.

An cnvironmental assessment is being prepared to
consider commercial hot air balloon activities near
the Manby Springs arca. A decision on this issue will
be provided following additional public input and
analysis.

FISHING

allows. Information will be provided at entry or key
use sites to minimize conflicts with other users.
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CAMPING/PICNICKING

Steps will be taken to provide developed sites for
both day and overnight use at several locations
throughout the Rio Grande Corridor, with an
emphasis at Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Rec-reation
Areas. Key river access sites, such as John Dunn
Bridge, Taos Junction Bridge (the east shore),
Quartzite and County Line will remain closed to
camping but be developed for a variety of day-use
activities.

Camping will be allowed throughout the corridor,
with thesc guidelines:

* Camping in Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde
Recreation Arcas is allowed only at developed or
designated sitcs. Undeveloped campsites outside
the two recreation areas will remain so, unless
monitoring indicates a nced for facilities (such as
restrooms, trash containers, site dcsignation,
hardening) to mitigate rcsource damage.

*  Within Wild Rivers Recreation Area, no additional
sites within the gorge will be designated for
camping, Shelters visible from rim viewpoints will
be removed as the shelters deteriorate.

» Within Qrilla Verde Recreation Area, camping will
be allowed at designated primitive sites (Lone
Juniper and two sites on thc west side of the river).

= Arecas opened/closed to camping will be clearly

Trails have been used throughout the Rio Grande/Rio
Embudo corridor to acccss favorite sites for fishing,
boating, or other pursuits, or for the enjoyment of
walking, biking or horseback riding. Table 4-3 lists
the trails which will be maintained and/or built to
continue providing for these opportunities. The
following guidelines will be followed by BLM in
implementing this plan, or by the trails’ users:

TRAILS
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signed or marked.

Overnight usc will not be allowed within 300 yards
of existing trailheads or trail descent points. An
cxception will be made for developed sites within
the Wild Rivers Recreation Area and at the Raven
and Powerline trailhcads.

Human waste must be carried out by all overnight
boating groups not staying in developed
campgrounds.

Campfires in Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde
Recreation Arcas and at all developed sites will be
allowed only in grills or facilitics provided. In
undeveloped arcas, campfires will be allowed, but
the use of camp stoves will be encouraged instead.
Dead and down wood can be collected for
campfires. Boaters will have to use firepans for any
campfires along the river and may only use
driftwood.

Facilities that are not universally accessible will be
replaccd or redesigned after considering physical
and economic feasibility.

In the Copper Hill ACEC, primitive camping will
be allowed except within 100 fect of rivers or
strcams to protect riparian habitat.

When proposcd trails cross state or private
property, an access easement will be acquired
before public usc is encouraged. If an casement
cannot be obtained, the trails will be rerouted to
avoid the parcels.

Place directional signs at all trailheads and trail
junctions,
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Rio Grande Corridor ACEC (Colorado)

State Line Gauging Station
Emery Orr

Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River (New Mexico)

East Rim - Sheeps Crossing to Sangre de Cristo Gran

Ute Mountain

Cisneros, East and West

Sunshine Valley

Lee

Razorblades

Miner's

Black Rock Spring

John Dunn

Manby Spring

Raven, East & West

West Rim - SR 567 north to Chiflo; closed north of John
Dunn Bridge May 1-July 31 for wildlife "

Yellowbank

Powerline

¢ ®

Wild Rivers Recreation Area
Sheeps Crossing (NRT)

Chiflo, East and West ()
Bear Crossing

Big Arsenic Springs
Little Arsenic Springs
La Junta NP

La Junta Nature Trail

(NRT)

Wild Rivers Recreation Area (continued)

El Aguaje 7

Confluence

Guadalupe Mountain

Pescado Trail - linking Wild Rivers Recreation Area and
the Red River Fish Hatchery ™

Red River Fault Loop

Rinconda Loop

Red River

Orilla Verde Recreation Area

La Vista Verde

West Rim - Petaca to SR567

Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center Nature Trail

La Cieneguilla Trail - Pilar Campground to Taos Junction
Bridge ®

Lower Gorge ACEC

Improve foot trails from parking areas along NM68 to river
sites, Where terrain allows, BLM will construct a trail
which parallels NM68 to connect these parking areas for
foot or bicycle travellers.

Rinconada Hill - County Line Recreation Site to Rio
Grande Gorge Visitor Center

Copper Hill ACEC
Agua Caliente
Rinconada Hill

Notes: NRT = National Recreation Trail

P =new trail or planned extension of cxisting trail
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APPENDIX 1
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Transportation Department
ADC Animal Damage Control (federal agency) NMSO New Mexico State Office (BLM)
ACLC Arca of Critical Lnvironmental Concern NMWQCC  New Mexico Water Quality Control
AGL above ground level . L
AIRFA American Indian Religious Frecdom Act Commission
AMP Allotment Management Plan NOI Notice of Intent
APHIS Animal & Plant Health Inspeetion Service NOL not open to leasing (for oil & gas)
ARDPA Archeological Resources Protection Act NPS§ National Park Scrviee
AUM animal unit month (grazing) NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service
(formerly SCS)
BLM Burcaw of Land Managgmcm NSO no surfacc occupancy (o1l & gas leasing
BMP Best Management Practice . L
stipulation)
ChOow Colorado Division of Wildlife
ClC Colorado Environmental Coalition OHYV off-highway vehicle
CFR Code of Federal Regulations ORV off-road vehicle
co Colorado OVRA Orilla Verde Reercation Arca
CR County Road
(j.‘RN_IP _ Coordinated Rcsmu‘c«? Management Plar.l . Pl Public Law
CwQCC Colorado Water Quality Control Commission . Lo i
P.L.90-452  Wild & Scenic Rivers Act (1968)
DOD Department of Defonse P.I.. 103-242  Amcndment to the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act
(1994)
1A Environmental Assessment PRIA Public Rangelands Improvement Act
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
EPA Environmental Proteetion Agency R. Range
. o o . RGCRMP Rio Grandc Coordinated Resource
IFAA Federal Aviation Admimstration
FLLIPMA Federal Land Policy & Management Act Management Plan
(1976) RGORP Rio Grande Occupancy Resolution Program
s cubie feet per second (water(low) RMP Resource Management Plan
ROD Record of Decision
11IMP Iabitat Management Plan ROS Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
ROW right of way
{ "Iinprove” category for grazing allotments R&PP Recreation & Public Purposes (Act)
LAC Limits of Acceptable Change (monitoring RV recreational vehicle
system)
SCORP Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
M "Maintain" category for grazing allotments Recreation Plan (New Mexico)
MOU Memorandum of Understanding S¢S Soil Conservation Service (now NRCS)
Sec. Section
NCA National Conservation Area SHPO State 1istoric Preservation Officer
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act (1969) SMA Special Management Area
NIIPA National Historic Preservation Act SRMA Special Recreation Management Area
NM New Mexico, New Mexico State Highway
NMDG&F  New Mexico Department of Game & Fish T. Township
NMED New Mexico Environment Department
NMSH&TD  New Mexico State Highway & USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture
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USDI U.S. Department of the Interior WRRA Wild Rivers Reercation Arca
USFWS/FWS U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service WSA Wilderness Study Area
USIS U.S. Forest Service WSR Wild and Scenic River
USGS U.S. Geological Survey

VRM visual resources management (BLM program)
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APPENDIX 2
LIST OF PREPARERS

MNatie

Core Team
Terry Humphrey

Related Experience

Teumn Leader (NM)

BS - Recreation Management,

Foresiry

BLM/NPS/USES - 20 yeurs

Bill Dailey

Teumn Leader (CO)
Recreation/Transportation

MPA - Public Admin
BS - Agriculture

BLM/COL/City of Colorado
Springs - 6 years

John Bailey

Recreation (NM)

RBA - Anthropology

BLM/NPS - 23 years

John Bristol

Recreation/Access/Visual Res.
(NM)

BS - Landscape/Architecture

BLM/USES - 26 years

Mike Cassell

Vegetation (CO)

BS - Agriculture

BLM/USFS - 7 yeurs

Sani DesGeorges

Wildlife/Vegetation/Transp./tire
(NM)

BS - Wildlife Biology

BLM - I8 yeurs

Kent Hamilton

Project Advisor (NM)

BS - Agricultural Feonomics

BLM/BIA - 34 years

Patty McLean

Project Advisor (NM)

BA - English

BLM/NPS/DOI - 29 years

Yasmeen Najmi

Asst. Team Leader/Recreation

(NM)

BA - Political Science

BLM/USIE'S - 2 years

Mark Sundin

River Management (NM)

BS - Int’l & Env. Studies

BLM - 12 yeurs

Interdisciplinary
Team
Anne Apodaca

Recreation/Environmental Educ,

(NM)

BS - Wildlife Management,
Biology

BLM/USES - 14 years

John Carochi

Resource Advisor (CO)

BS - Range Management,
Forestry

BLM - 22 years

Larry Duran

Wildlife ()

i3S - Wildlife Biology

USFS/BLM - 7 years

Dave Gilbert

Fisheries (CQO)

BS - Fishery Biology
MS - Wildlife Biology

CDOW/FWS/BILM - 16 years

Melissa Johnston

Vegetation/Range Management
(€

BS - Range Management

BLM/USES - 6 years

Fred Martinez

Minerals (CO)

BS - Geology, Env. Science

BLM/USES - 19 yeurs

Bill Miller

Lands/Realty (CQ)

BS - Forestry

BLM - 21 years

Bill Overbaugh

Wild & Scenic River Studics (NM)

MA - Qutdoor Recreation
BS - Natural Resourges

BLM - 15 years

Jeanette Pranzo

Sociveconomics (CO)

MA - Economics

BLM - 20 years

Karla Rogers

Socioeconomics (CO)

BA - Lconomics

BL.M/Other Feonomics
Training

Jim Silva

Fire (NM)

BS - Biology

BLM - 25 years

Steve Storo

Minerals (NM)

BS - Geology
MS - Hazardous Waste Mgt

BLM - 11 years

Jerry Wall

Soils/Air/Water (NM)

MS - Tforest Soils

BLM/USES - 29 years




Assignment

Education

Dave Wallace

Vegetation/Fire/Forestry (NM)

RS - Wildlife Biology, Range
Mgmt.

BLM/Wyoming Game & Fish -
5 years

Monica Wetmer

Culwral Resources (CO)

MA & BA - Anthropology

BLM/Contract Work - 11 years

Royce Wheeler

Vegetation/Range Management
(CO)

BS - Range Management

BLM - 27 years

Paul Williams

Cultural & Historical Resources

(NM)

MS - Anthropology
BA - Psychology

BI.M - 17 years

Lora Yonemoto

Lands/Realty (NM)

BLM Luands School

BLM - 13 years

Wayne Yonemolo

Vegetation/Range Management
(NM)

BS - Range Management

BLM - 17 years

M’'Lee Beazley

Desktop Publishing/Graphics/
Printing Specialist (NM)

Graphic Design (degree in
PrOEICSS)

BL.M - 15 years

Bob Bewley

GIS Mupping (NM)

MS & BS - Geography

BLM/Other - 16 years

Donn Bode

GIS Mapping (CO)

BLM/USES - 5 years GIS
13 years cartography

Greg Homan

Cartographer (NM)

BS - Geography

BL.M/Other - 1 years

Charna Lelton

Public Affairs (NM)

Graduate work - Public
Relations BA - Psychology

BLM/US. Peace Corps/Red
Cross - 16 years

Mark Lovato

Cartographic Technician (NM)

BLM - 16 years

Fruncina Martinez

Lands/Realty/Process Records
(NM)

BI.M Lands School

BLM - 7 years

Lilizabeth Peck

GIS Mapping (NM)

BS - Geography

BLM - 10 years

Sarah W, Spurrier

Writer/Editor (NM)

MBA, BA - Psychology

BLM/Other - 17 yeuars

1. W. Whimey

Planning Process (NM)

BS - Botany

BLM - 30 years

Note: * Acronyms arc as follows: BIA - Burcau of Indian AlfairsIBLLM - Bureau of Land Managementl CDOW -
Colorado Division of WildlifelCO - ColoradolCOE - Corps of EngincersIDOI - Department of the
InteriorlFWS - 1).S. Fish & Wildlifc ServiceNM - New MexicolNPS - National Park ServicellJSES - LS.

Forest Service.
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APPENDIX 3
RIO GRANDE CORRIDOR PLLANNING AREA
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY

SUMMARY

The three phascs of a Wild and Scenic River (WSR) Study are eligibility determination, classification analysis, and
suitability asscssment. In this report the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) cvaluates the cligibility of 14
waterways within the New Mexico portion of the Rio Grande Corridor Planning Arca for designation as Wild and
Scenic Rivers (WSRs). Seven watcrways have been determined to be ineligible and are dropped from further study.
Seven walerways have met the critcria for eligibility, and tentative classifications of wild, scenic, or recreational
have been assigned.

The BLM manages only small portions of the larger watersheds for five of the scven cligible and tentatively
classificd waterways. The agency must now coordinate with other landowners upstream to complete WSR studies.
Two of the seven eligible and tentatively classificd riversC Rio Embudo and Bosque segment of the Rio

GrandeC are considered manageable waterways in and of themsclves and arc analyzed (or suitability for inclusion
in the National WSR System.

The purpose of the suitability study is Lo develop recommendations for the Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated
Resource Managemenlt Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (CRMP/EIS) and to provide a basis for Congress to
determine whether the two river segments should be added to the National WSRs system.

INTRODUCTION

BLM planning guidance suggests that WSR studics be completed for all waterways within the scope of a planning
area. This study considers the following 14 watcrways for inclusion in the WSRs systemC Atroyo Hondo, Rito
Cicneguilla, Piedra Lumbre Canyon, Tierra Amarilla Canyon, Agua Caliente Canyon, Cafiada de Ojo Sarco, Rio de
las Trampas, Cafada de Piedra Lumbre, Arroyo del Plomo, Cainada Comanche, Cafiada del Agua, Cafiada de las
Marias, Rio Grande Bosque scgment, and Rio Embudo Box.

The October 1988 Taos Resource Management Plan (RMP) requires that a S-mile-long section of the Rio Embudo
cast of Dixon, New Mexico (from the Picuris Reservation to the mid-section line of Section 36, T. 23 N., R. 10 E.),
generally referred 1o as the Rio Embudo Box, be evaluated for WSR designation. Public Law 103-242 (May 4,
1994) requires the B1.M to study an 8-milc-long section of the Rio Grande north of Velarde, New Mexico
(generally referred to as the "Rio Grande Bosque™ segment. which is actually 7.6 miles long), from the west section
ling of Scction 15, T. 23 N., R. 10 E. to the south line of the northwest quarter of Section 34, T. 23 N., R. 9 E., and
Lo submit a report Lo the Congress within 3 years.

This report is a record ol the WSR study process associated with the Rio Grande Corridor CRMP/EIS. It is not
meant (o be an environmental impact analysis but an examination of the river segments in relationship to the WSR
cligibility/classification/ suitability criteria. The environmental analysis is discussed in Chapter 4 of the Draft
CRMP/EIS.

Land vse controls on privale land are a matter of state and local zoning. Although the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
of 1968 includces provisions encouraging protection of river values through state and federal land use planning,
these provisions arc not binding on local governments.

The federal government is responsible Tor ensuring that management of designated rivers meets the intent of the
acl. In the absence of local or stale river protection provisions, the lederal government could ensure compliance
through acquisition of private lands or interest in lands. The present surface land ownership in the Planning Area
is approximately 50 percent public and 50 percent private.



The basic objective of WSR designation is to maintain the existing condition of a river. If a land usc or
development clearly threatens the outstandingly remarkable value(s) that resulted in designation of the river,
efforts would be made to remove the threat through such actions as local zoning, land cxchanges, or purchases
from willing scllers. Agricultural and livestock grazing activitics occurring at the time of designation would
gencrally not be affected.

OVERVIEW OF THE THREE PHASES OF THE WSR STUDY PROCESS

The lirst phase of a WSR study is the eligibility determination. an analysis to see whether (he river is eligible to be
tentatively considered for WSR designation, To be eligible. the river must meet the criteria of being {ree-{lowing
and posscssing onc or more oulstandingly remarkable values.

The second phase of the study is the classification analysis, which determines whether the river should be
tentatively classified as a recreational, scenic, or wild river if it were designated by Congress. This tentative BLM
classification is bascd on the fevel of development present in the river corridor.

The third phasc of the study, the suitability assessment, consists of comparing alternative ways of managing the
river. The suvitability of a river for designation depends on the managing agency's ability to resolve key issues
such as public access, long-term protection of resources and traditional resource uscs.

PHASE ONE; THE ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION

The purpose of an cligibility study is to determine whether a river meets the minimum requirements for addition to
the national system. According to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, eligible river segments must be frec flowing
and, with their immediate environment, possess one or more outstandingly remarkable values, such as scenic,
recreational, gcologic, fish habitat, wildlife, historic, ccological or cultural resource values. "Frec flowing” is
defined as "existing or flowing in natural condition without impoundment, diversion, straightening. rip-rapping or
other madification of the waterway that would encourage future construction ol such structures.” (Free flowing
should not be confused with naturally flowing, a state in which a river flows without any upstream manipulation
excepl by nature.) "Outstandingly remarkable values™ are defined as natural and cultural resources that are cither
unique at a regional level or exemplary at the national level.

A determination that a river is eligible for designation does not lead immediately to a recommendation that it
should be added (o the system. The cligibility study simply determines whether the river should be carried into the
classification and suilability phases of the study.

Table B-1 summarizes the comparative analysis of the scenic. geologic. recreational, fish habitat, wildlife, cultural,
water quality and riparian rcsources for the rivers within the Planning Area (refer to Map 4). In the analysis, the
BLM compared resource values of the rivers under study to similar features on other rivers in the region and
identilied values that are unique or exemplary. To be "unique.” a resource or combination of resources must be one
ol a kind within a region. To be "exemplary,” a resource must be one of the better examples of that type of resource
at a national level.

Eligibility Evaluations of the Fourteen Waterways
‘Table B-2 summarizes the eligibility determinations of the fourtcen waterways that were screened during the
cligibility study. Seven waterways were lound ineligible and dropped from further study. Scven watlerways were
found cligible and were assigned a tentative classification of wild. scenic. or recreational. The table is followed by
narrative descriptions providing detailed explanations of the cligibility determinations. The tentative
classifications are described in the next section.

Rio Grande Bosque
The Rio Grande Bosque scgment is frec [lowing with no existing dams or other structures to modity the river
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channel. Evidence exists of past water diversion into ditches, but no recent activity. Water is actively being
diverted from the river in 12 places for use in orchards and other farming activities by motorized equipment and
siphon hoses.

The Taos Resource Management Plan (RMP 1988) designated this stretch of river as a portion of the Racecourse
Arca of Critical Environmental Concern (CEC). The Bosque segment provides unusual fishing opportunity and
outslanding scenic values. Fishing use is year round. Game fish include rainbow trout, hrown trout, northern pike,
catfish and small-mouth bass.

I'ABLE B-1
\TIVERESOURCE VA

River: (:;gmc:n__t Riparian
Rio Grande Upper Box

(1968 designation) 1 I 2 1 3 2 3 4
Rio Grande Taos Box

(1968 designation) 1 I 1 1 3 | 3 4
Rio Grande 12-mile
Segment (1994 designation) 2 2 1 1 2 | 3 1
Rio Grande Bosque 2 4 3 1 3 2 3 2
Rio Embudo Box 1 2 | 2 ] 3 3 3
Arroyo Hondo 1 2 2 4 2 4 2 2
Rito Ciencguilla 4 4 4 4 3 3 4 4
Piedra Lumbre Canyon 2 2 3 4 3 2 4 3
Ticrra Amarilla Canyon 2 2 2 4 3 2 2 |
Agua Calicnte Canyon | 2 2 2 2 2 2 I
Cafada de Ojo Sarco 3 2 3 4 3 3 4 3
Rio de las Trampas 1 2 4 4 | 3 4 4

Notes:  No outstandingly remarkable values were found for Rito Cieneguilla, Piedra Lumbre Canyon, Cailada
de Piedra [Lumbre, Arroyo del Plomo, Cafiada Comanche, Cafiada del Agua, or Cafiada de las Marias.
Key to Ratings: | - Exemplary, one of the better examples of that type of resource at a national level.
- Unique, a resource or combination of resources that is one of a kind at a regional level.
High quality at a regional and/or local level.

2
3
4 - A common resource at the regional and/or local level.
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SEGMENT ELIGIBILITY AND

SUMMARY-OF R

NTA

VE CLASSIFICATIONS =

Comments:

Rio Grande Bosque 7.6 Found cligible for cultural, fish habitat, riparian and scenic values;
tentative classification of Recreational.

Rio Embudo Box 5 Found eligible for geologic, reercational, fish habitat, wildlife and
scenic values; tentative classification of Wild.

Arroyo Hondo 3 Found 1.2 miles free flowing and eligible for unique geologic valug;
tentative classification of Scenic.

Rito Cicneguilla 4.2 Not cligible  no outstandingly remarkable valucs found.

Picdra Lumbre Canyon 3.5 Not cligible  no outstandingly remarkable valucs found.

Ticrra Amarilla Canyon 23 Found eligible for geologic, recreational, cultural, water quality,
riparian and sccnic valucs; tentative classification of Scenie.

Agua Caliente Canyon 29 Found eligible for geologic valuc; tentative classifications of Scenic
(1 mile) and Wild (1.9 miles).

Cafiada dc Ojo Sarco 2.4 Found ehigible for unique geologic values; tentative classification
of Scenic.

Rio de las Trampas 1.3 Found eligible for geologic, wildlifc and scenic values; tentative
classification of Scenic.

Cafada de Piedra Lumbre 5.5 Not cligible—no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.

Arroyo del Plomo 31 Not eligible—no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.

Cafiada Comanche 52 Not cligible-—no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.

Cafiada decl Agua 1.4 Not cligible—-no outstandingly remarkable valucs found; dry wash.

Cafiada de las Marias 0.7 Not eligible—no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.

A3-4
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In considering the uniquencss ol the Bosque segment, onc might envision the transition from the designated wild
section of the Rio Grande that runs from the Colorado border south through the Rio Grande Gorge. This segment,
which cnds al Taos Junction Bridge at the north end of the BLM's Orilla Verde Recreation Arca, is pristine, rugged.
rocky, narrow and steep. South to Pilar, a mostly residential community, the gorge then opens up to high rocky
hills with a green belt of ripariun vegelation on both sides of the river. From Pilar, the river canyon takes on a
rocky character and continues south to the Rio Arriba-Taos County Line where the riparian vegetation zonc is
limited. The scction ol the river from the north end of the Orilla Verde Recreation Area 1o a mile below the County
Line Recreation Site has been designated as scenic. Recreation facilities arc interspersed along the two paved state
highways that run the length of this river section.

South of the County Line Recreation Site, large cottonwoods and wide stretches of riparian cover begin 1o appear
in what is known as the "Bosque” section. The floodplain broadens to support orchard and farming aclivities
associaled with small rural communities, 1uman modification to the environment is noticcable from the river. The
scenie resources of the Bosque scction are contrastingly different [rom other sections of river in the region hecausc
of the pastoral setting.

The scenic and cultural values of the Rio Grande Bosque scgment are considered unique in the region, with no
other river segment containing the free-flowing character in a pastoral setting. The opportunities for game fishing
also sct the Bosque segment apart from other river sections in the region (refer to Table B-1).

It is determined that the Rio Grande Bosque segment mccts the criteria of being free flowing und possessing
outstandingly remarkable cultural, fish habitat, riparian and scenic values. 1t thus meets the minimum cligibility
requirements (o be considered for addition to the national system.

Rio Embudo Box

The Rio Embudo Box is free flowing; no structures, diversions. or other developments were found o exist. This
section of river also possesses a number of characteristics that are unique and exemplary in the region. The Taos
RMP describes the Embudo Canyon ACEC as "an area where scenic values are exceptional . . . offers outstanding
scenic and recreational opportunities . . . is important Lo wildlife . . . contains riparian habital and a perennial
strcam . . . [an} ccosyslemn of high value duc to its vegelalive variety and year-round flowing waler.”

The Rio Embudo Box is a deep and narrow, incised canyon with rugged walls of sandstone, basall, and granite that
have been sculpled and shaped by natural forces to form an array of colors and form. The aquatic habitat contains
brown and rainbow trout and Rio Grande sucker. Big-game species found on the rim and in the canyon include
elk, deer, mountain tion, bear, and wild turkey. The vegetation represented is a complex type, lying between the
Great Basin shrublands and the Great Basin shortgrass region. This segment is considered unigue in the region
hecause of its pristine varicty of geologic and vegetative featurcs, and associated scenic values (refer (o Table B-1).

It is determined that the Rio Embudo Box meets the criteria ol being free flowing and possessing out- standingly
remarkable geologic, recreational, fish habitat, wildlife and scenic values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility
requirements to be considered for addition to the national system.

Arroyo Hondo

The Arroyo Hondo is a free-flowing stream for about 1.2 miles above a diversion, a 10-inch steel pipe located
approximately 3 miles vpstrcam from the Arroyo lHondo's conflucnce with the Rio Grande. This diversion
elfectively dewaters the final 3 miles of this small stream during the summer months.
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The Arroyo Hondo is a steep-walled canyon with a primitive road paralleling the stream for most of its length. The
v-shaped canyon is cut first into basalt, then metamorphic rock as it ascends to the east. The aquatic habitat is
limited because the stream is diverted in summer months, and is degraded by erosion from the road ncarby.
Riparian vegetation is Jimited but healthy. Vegetation in general is healthy and varies from pifion-juniper-oak to
pine-sprucc-fir-aspen. Big game species found in the arca include elk, deer, mountain lion and wild turkey. This
area is also a migratory corridor for elk and mule deer. The arca is internationally known for the occurrence of the
mineral staurolite as cruciform twinned crystals, or "fairy crosses.”

ILis determined that the Arroyo Hondo above the diversion meets the criteria of being free [lowing and possessing
outstandingly remarkable geologic. scenic, recreational, wildlife, water quality and riparian values. It thus meets
the minimum cligibility requirements to be considered for addition to the national systen.

Rito Cieneguilla

The Rito Ciencguilla consists of two segments. The segment on BLLM land in Sections 25 and 26 (T. 24 N, R. 11
E.) consists of an intermittent, dry streambed with no impoundments. During periods of high precipitation, the
river serves as a channel for runofT, as evidenced by the widc river bed and large granite river boulders and stones.

Historic photos indicate that the canyon was incised or cut because of a change in the vegetation al the head of the
canyon and the historic road thal runs near the river. This road scrved as the historic road to Taos belore New
Mexico Highway 68 (NM 68) was constructed.

The vegetation consists of pifion and juniper woodlands and the lerrain is gentle rolling hills with scattered granite
outcrops. Evidence of clk and mule deer cxists.

The second segment parallels NM 68 in Scctions 27 and 33 (T. 24 N., R. 11 E.). This scgment containg human-
made structures, including two bridges and three roads that cross the river. These access routes lead (o residences
on the eastern side of the river channel. A small power line that crosses the river provides clectricity Lo two homes,
and pipcline following the channel emplies into a pond constructed next to the riverbed. NM 68 contains a large
pullout with a solid waste transfer stalion and restrooms.

The portion of the river that enters private land in Section 27 contains scveral springs. The springs and channels
are lined with watercress, cottonwoods and willow trees. The arca with springs historically was called
ICieneguilla@or marsh. Apache Indians built watlle-and-daub (stick and mud) encampments in the arca.

Continuing southwest along the highway, the river water continues to he supplied from numerous springs. It
appears that a portion ol the spring water is diverted at a constructed pond with an irrigation gate.

It is determined that the Rito Cicncguilla docs not meet the criteria of being free flowing and posscssing onc or
more oulstandingly remarkable values. It thus docs not meet the minimum requirements to be considered eligible
for consideration as a Wild and Scenic River.

Piedra Lumbre Canyon
Piedra l.umbre Canyon contains an arroyo that has cvidence of intermitient water {flows. No structures, diversions
or other developments exist. This arroyo does not have characteristics that arc unique or exemplary.

Picdra Lumbre Canyon is a deep and narrow box canyon with steep walls of exposed bedrock. No aquatic species

are evident in the dry arroyo. Big game species in the canyon include deer and clk. Vegetation in the arca is
common to this part of New McxicoC pifion-juniper stands interspersed with sagebrush and grasses.

A3-6
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ILis determined that Piedra Lumbre Canyon does not meet the criterion of posscssing one or more outstandingly
remarkable values. 1t thus does not meet the minimum requirements to be considered eligible for consideration as .
a Wild and Scenic River.

Tierra Amarilla Canyon

Ticerra Amarilla Canyon is [ree [lowing with no structures, diversions or other developments existing along the
drainage. At the time of the field inspection water was flowing in the drainage. The stream originates on U.S.
[Forest Service lands approximately 2 miles above the BLM houndary.

This is a deep and narrow box canyon with steep walls of exposed hedrock. Aquatic species are not evident even
though water exists in the drainage. Big game species in the canyon include deer and elk. Vegetation ranges from
pifion-juniper woodlands to ponderosa pine and aspen forests as elevation is gained. Willows and thick vegetation
are abundant along the river banks,

Tierra Amarilla Canyon is considered 1o be a unique river segment containing a pristine varicty of box canyon
gcologic and riparian vegetative features associated with scenic values (refer to Table B-1).

It is determined that Tierra Amarilla Canyon mects the criteria of heing free flowing and posscssing outstandingly
remarkable geologic, recreational, cullural, water qualily, riparian and scenic values, IUthus meets the minimum
eligibility requirements 10 be considered for addition to the national system.

Agua Caliente Canyon

Agua Caliente Canyon is free flowing as no structures, diversions or other developments exist. The stream begins
on LS. Forest Service lands approximaltely .2 miles above the BLM boundary. The 2.5 miles of stream located on
BLM and state lands posscss a number of characteristics that are unique to the region. The stream is situated oft
NM 68 about a half mile northeast of the Village of Pilar. The river flows northwest and enters private land
approximately .2 miles southeast of NM 68. The stream flows into the dry Rito Cieneguilla just before the river
travels under the highway. The Rito Cieneguilla then crosscs about a half mile of private land before it enters the
Rio Grande.

The lower portion of Agua Caliente Canyon has been used for irrigation since the eighteenth century. The
majority of this strcam scgment lics within the Agua Caliente ACEC, which was established because of the stream’s
potential for cutthroat trout reintroduction.

Agua Caliente Canyon is a perennial stream containing waterfalls and pools. A jeep trail begins on the private
land of NM 68 and parallels the stream for a mile, where it terminates at an open meadow. No indication of
livestock grazing is evident.

The strecam traverses cottonwoods and pifion-juniper woodlands. and as the elevation increases from 6,200 fect to
6,600 feet, the river enters ponderosa pine and aspen forests. Willows and thick vegelation arc abundant along the
streambed. Evidence exists of a small [ire that scorched and destroyed several ponderosa pines, along with axe
cutting of a small aspen stand.

Lilk and deer are found in the canyon. Historically, beavers thrived and built lodges that trapped sediment;
however, the beaver population has disappeared. Currently, the sediment is being deposited into an irrigation

reservoir located on private land near the confluence of the Rito Cicneguilla and the Rio Grande.

Historically the stream contained Rio Grande cutthroat trout, but some time after 1958 thesc fish disappeared.
Rainbow trout are currently found in Agua Caliente Canyon, and it is still potential habitat for the native cutthroal
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trout. Along the entire stream is riparian habilat that consists of cottonwoods and willows.

As noled above for the Rito Ciencguilla, the arca around Pilar was historically called 2Ciencguilla@or marsh.
Apache Indians built wattle-and-daub (stick and mud) encampments here.

Agua Caliente Canyon is considered an excellent example of a stream segment containing several waterfalls and
pools. The streambed cuts through a deep granite canyon and winds to the south before flowing northwest to the
Rito Cieneguilla, which flows into the Rio Grande. The broken undulating outerops in Section 3 (T. 23 N, R. 11
E.) rise to about 400 feet in elevation with outstanding geologic resources (reler to Table B-1).

It is determined that Agua Caliente Canyon meets the criteria of being {ree [lowing and possessing a variety of
outstandingly remarkable values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility requirements to be considered for addition
to the national system.

Cariada de Ojo Sarco

Canada de Ojo Sarco is free flowing; no structures, diversions, or other developments exist within the study
segment. This 2-mile-long stream scction (Scction 6, T. 22 N., R. 11 E.; Scction 1, T. 22 N., R. 10 E; Scction 36, T.
23 N.,R. 10 E.) is located just south of the Warm Springs Special Management Area and the Embudo Canyon
ACEC, north of County Road (CR) 75. The confluence of the Ojo Sarco and the Rio Embudo is on private land in
Section 36 (T. 23 N., R. 10 E.), about a quarter mile north of the BL.M boundary.

The Ojo Sarco is a perennial stream thal contains a waterfall flanked with granite walls. The vegetation represented
is a complex type, lying between the Great Basin shrublands and Great Basin shortgrass region. Cottonwoods line
portions of the streambed. Many small mammals and specics of birds are associated with the riparian zone. Big
game species found on the rim along the stream include elk, deer, and wild turkey.

The Canada de Ojo Sarco originates on U.S. Forest Service lands approximately 13 miles above the BLM
boundary. Small communities upstream from the study arca usc the water for irrigation, during which the strcam
can be entirely diverted before it reaches the Rio Embudo. The Picuris Pueblo Indians were probably early visitors
to this arca.

The 2-mile-long scgment of Cafiada de Ojo Sarco posscsses a number of characteristics unique to the region (refer
o Table B-1). It is considered the best example of a stream segment containing a 50-foot-long walterfall flowing
over granile blocks, a north-facing granite cliff, a small granitc canyon near the confluence with Embudo Creck
and arroyo-style bank cutting.

It is determined that the Cafiada de Ojo Sarco meets the criteria of being free flowing and possessing outstandingly
remarkable geologic valucs. It thus meets the minimum cligibility requirements to be consgidered for addition to
the national system.

Rio de las Trampas
The Rio de las Trampas is a stream thal passcs through three small communitics where watcer is removed for
irrigation. In dry years the stream may be completely diverted for this purposc.

The Trampas has its source in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains on U.S. Forest Scrvice lands, flows through scveral
parcels of private land, then onto BLM lands where it enters a granite canyon in the final mile above its confluence
with the Rio Embudo (the 2Lower Trampas@. The aquatic habitat is at risk because the entire streamflow could be
diverted for irrigation.
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The Rio de las Trampas flows in a steep-walled granite canyon. A primitive road is nearby in one location. Big
game species found in the area include elk, deer, mountain lion, and wild turkey. Vegetation is healthy and is of
the pifion-juniper-ponderasa pine type. The final mile of the Rio de las Trampas is a good example of an upland
stream conlaining outstanding geologic features and associated scenic valucs (refer to Table B-1).

It is determined that the Rio dc las Trampas meets the criteria of being [ree [lowing and possessing outstandingly
remarkable geologic, wildlife and scenic values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility requirements to be
considered for addition to the national system.

Caiiada de Piedra Lumbre, Arroyo del Plomo, Cafiada Comanche, Cafiada del Agua

and Caiiada de las Marias

These waterways are dry washes that contain waler only during wet weather, including floods. They contain no
resource values that are unique in the region. It is determined that these walerways do not meet the criteria of
being free flowing and possessing one or more outstandingly remarkable values. Thus, they do not meet the
minimum eligibility requirements 1o be considered for addition to the national system.

PHASE Tw0: THE CLASSIFICATION ANALYSIS

The classification analysis determines whether a river should be tentatively classified as recreational, scenic, or
wild. This determination is bascd on the level of development present in the river corridor as it exists at the time of
the study. The determining tactors include waterway development, shoreline modification and vehicular access.

The threc classification categorics for cligible rivers are defined as follows.

Wild River Areas
Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail, with
walersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges of primitive
America.

Scenic River Areas
Those rivers or seetions of rivers that are Iree of impoundments with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive
and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.

Recreational River Areas
Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some development
along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past.

A wild river would be an undeveloped river with very limiled access. A scenic classificalion would be applied to a
river or river segment that is more developed than a wild river and less developed than a recreational river. A
recreational classificalion would be appropriate in developed arcas. such as a river running parallel to roads or
railroads with adjacent lands that have agricultural, forestry, commercial or other developments, provided that the
watcrway remains generally natural and riverine in appearance. Attributes of cach calegory are listed in Table B-3.

It is a common misunderstanding that rivers designated as scenic are managed primarily for scenery, and that

recrcational rivers are managed to promote recreation use. These labels can be mislcadingC regardless of the
classification, management is designed to maintain or cnhance the river-related values and character of the river.
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Rio Grande Bosque
The Rio Grande Bosque segment best matches the classification category of recreational, compared to the
classification of other designated wild and scenic river segments in the region, The river corridor contains an
adjacent highway, highway turnofTs, residential housing, bridges across the river, and pipelines, similar to the
scenic section of the Lower Gorge immediately to the north. However, the character of the developments differs in
the Bosque because shoreline modification is intensificd and more visible from the river and the highway,
watcrway development includes diversions but not modifications to natural waler (low, increased levels of
vehicular aceess exist, and commercial businesscs occur in the river corridor. In addition, numerous utility lines
cross the river, household and commercial trash is present, mechanized noise levels arc somewhat increased, and
human-madec structures and modifications to the natural environment arc more visible. The BLM recommends a
tentative classification of recreational for the Rio Grande Bosque.

Rio Embudo Box
The Rio Embudo Box best matches the classification category of wild, compared to the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is free of impoundments and is currently inaccessible by
vehicle. The few vehicular trails that do appear on the rim within a quarter mile of the river become single-track
hiking trails that allow access into the box canyon and the river. No other human developments exist within a
quarter mile of the river. The BLM recommends a tentative classification of wild for the Rio Embudo Box.

Arroyo Hondo
The Arroyo Hondo best matches the classilication category of scenic, compared o the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is predominantly [ree ol diversions and accessible by
vehicle. No other human developments exist within a quarter mile of the river. The BLM recommends a tentative
classification of scenic for the Arroyo Hondo.

Tierra Amarilla Canyon
‘Tierra Amarilla Canyon best matches the classification category of scenic, compared to the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is free of impoundments and contains an cxisting trail
nctwork that has not been used for a number of years. No human development occurs along the drainage other
than an unauthorized cabin that is vninhabitable. The BLM tentatively recommends a classification of scenic for
Tierra Amarilla Canyon.

Agua Caliente Canyon
Agua Caliente Canyon best matches the classification categories of scenic and wild, compared to the
classificalions of other designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The stream is free ol impoundments, From
U.S. Highway 68, the two-track road parallels the strcam cnters private Jand and continues onto BLM Tand for
approximately a mile southeast, ending at a riverside trailhead in an open meadow. This segment of the river
contains arroyo-type banks and two small wooden logs scrving as foot bridgcs across the river. The BLM
lentatively recommends a classification of scenic for this portion of the Agua Caliente Canyon.

Beyond the mcadow, a small game/foot trail continues up the stream but disappears as the canyon narrows. This
portion is considered wild. The setling is ponderosa pine and aspen forests. Small dry tributaries enter north and
south of the stream. The stream ravine takes on a rocky character and contains a green belt of riparian vegetation.
Numerous small pools and ripples provide a desirable habitat for fish, The BLM recommends a lentative
classification of wild for the portion of Agua Caliente Canyon that flows through Scctions 2 (state) and 3 (BLM; T.
23 N, R. 11 E.) to the riverside trailhcad in Section 3.
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Caiiada de Ojo Sarco

Cafiada de Qjo Sarco hest matches the classification calegory ol scenic, compared 1o the designations of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. CCR 75 parallels the Ojo Sarco on the south, although it crosses the
river in two places. A few vehicular trails/roads leave CR 75 within a quarter mile of the river. These trails/roads

allow access to the river.

The Ojo Sarco flows into Embudo Creek near the Village of Cafoncito. The 2-mile-long study scgment of the stream
crosses two scetions of BLM land, onc section of state land, and near the confluence with Embudo Creck centers
private land. No other developments exist within a quarter mile of the stream. Houschold and commercial trash is
present along the bank and in the strcambed, and noisc levels are somewhat increased due to the proximity of CR 75,
The BI.M recommends a tentative classification of sccnic for the 2-mile-long scgment above the confluence with

Embudo Creek.

Free flowing. Low dams, diversion
works, or other minor structures that
do not cause flooding of the natural
riverbank may not bar consideration.
Future construction is restricted.

Free flowing. Low dams, diversion
works, or other minor structures that
do not cause flooding of the natural
riverbank may nol bar consideration,
Future construction is restricted.

May have undergone some
impoundment or diversion in the past.
Watcr should not have characteristics
of an impoundment for any significant
distance, I'uturc construction is
restricted.

Cienerally inaceessible by road. Onc or
two inconspicuous roads to the arca
may be permissible.

Accessible by roads that may
occasionally bridge the river area.
Short stretches of inconspicuous and
well-screened roads or railroads
paralleling the river arca may be
permitted.

Readily accessible with likclihood of
paralleling roads or railroads along
riverbanks and bridge crossings.

Shoreline is essentially primitive. One
or two inconspicuous dwellings and
land devoted to production of hay may
be permitted. Watershed is natural in
appearance.

Shoreline is largely primitive, Small
communitics are limited to short
reaches of the total arca. Agricultural
practices that do not adversely affect
the river arca may be permitted.

Shoreline may be extensively
developed.

Water quality meets minimum criteria
for primary contact recreation, except
where such criteria would be exceeded
by natural background conditions and
csthetics. Capable of supporting
propagation of acuatic life normally
adaptcd to the habitat of the strcam.

Water quality should meet minimum

criteria for desired types of reercation,

exeept where such criteria would be
cxceeded by natural background
conditions and csthetics. Capable of
supporting propagation of aquatic life
normally adapted to the habitat of the
stream, or capable and being restored
to that quality.

Water quality should meet minimum
criteria for desired types of recreation,
cxcept where such criteria would be
cxceeded by natural background
conditions and esthetics, Capable of
supporting propagation of aquatic life
normally adapted to the habitat of the
strcam, or capable and being restored to
that quality.




R10 GrANDIE CORRIDOR FINAL PLAN APPENDIX 3

RIO GRANDE CORRIDOR PLANNING AREA
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY

Rio de las Trampas
The final mile of the Rio de las Trampas best matches the classification category of scenic, compared to other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is free of diversions in this scction and accessible by
vehicle in one arca. An old, shallow (10-foot-deep) mine shaft lies within a quarter mile of the river. The BLM
recommends a tentative classification of scenic for the Rio de las Trampas.

PHASE THREE: THE SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT

The third component of a WSR study is the suitability assessment. It is designed to identify the impacts of
designation and manageability of cligible rivers. The portion of the suitabilily assessment contained in this report
identifics issucs (o be considered in the environmental consequences section (Chapter 4). In addition, the
willingness of county, stale and local landowners to participate in river corridor management is considered. These
aspects of the suitability asscssment arc also considered in Chapter 4.

Criteria for Determining Suitability
In considering suitability, the criteria specificd in Section 4a of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (histed below)
provide a basis lor assessment,

Characteristics that do or do not make the river corridor a worthy addition to the WSR systcm

Current status of land ownership and uses in the area

Reasonably foreseeable potential uses of the land and water that would be enhanced, foreclosed or curtailed il
the river were designated

$  Public, state, local or other interests in designation or nondesignation of the river

L L LY

S Estimated costs of acquiring necessary lands and interests in lands, and of administering the river if
designated

S Ability of the agency to manage the river and protect identilied values

% Historical or existing rights that would be adversely atfected by designation

Other issucs and concerns identified in the land-vsc planning process

Rio Grande Bosque
River Values/Characteristics
The Rio Grande Bosgue segment provides an unusual fishing opportunity and outstanding scenic values. Fishing
usc is ycar-round; game fish include rainbow trout, brown trout, northern pike, catfish, and small-mouth bass. The
scenic and cultural values of the Rio Grande Bosque are considered unique in the region, with no other river
segment conlaining its free-Mowing characler in a pastoral seiting. The opportunilies for game fishing also set the
Bosque apart [rom other river sections in the region.

Land Ownership and Uses
Land ownecrship is approximately 50 pereent private and 50 percent BLM (public). Private land is associated with
the communitics of Rinconada, La Bolsa, La Junta, La Cienega, and Embudao.

The predominant use of private land within the river corridor is residential and agriculwral, including orchards.

Major uses of the public lands within the corridor arc river access, fishing, river boating, sightsccing and genceral
dispersed recreation activities.
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Potential Uses of Land and Water Resources

Hydroclectric power facilitics would not be allowed and designation could preclude new diversions or structures.
Other polential surface-disturbing uses of the public land and walter resources in the river corridor would be
constrained by designation o protect scenic quality. Designation could impact private development indirectly by
influencing local planning and zoning.

Interest in Designation
During public scoping, the local communities and river conservation organizations expressed positive interest in
designating the Bosque segment as an addition to the Rio Grande WSR.

Estimated Costs of Acquisition and Administration

The initial cost associaled with designation would be limited to mapping and printing documentation ol the wild
and scenic river process. Future costs would depend on the level of threats to river-related values and arc foreseen
1o resull from the need for regulatory and educational signing, improved access, road closures/barriers, patrol and
enforcement, biological and social inventories, and use permitting systems. In addition, approximalely 1,165 acres
ol private land could be acquired il the owners were willing to sell.

Ability to Manage/Protect River Values
Recognition as a wild and scenic river would aid the BLM in managing and protecting the river-
related values should development or other threats to the recognized values be proposed in the future.

Adverse Effects on Historical/Existing Rights
No adverse effects on historical and valid existing rights are expected as the result of designation of the Rio
Grande Bosque as wild and scenic.

Other Issues and Concerns
The intent of designation would he to preserve the existing river-related values. This would bencfit traditional
uses of the Rio Grande Bosque such as fishing and boaling in a pastoral selling.

Rio Embudo Box

River Values/Characteristics

The scenic values in the arca of the Rio Embudo Box are exceptional. The arca otfers outstanding scenic and
reereational opportunitics. It is important o wildlife, contains riparian habitat and a perennial stream, and the
ecosyslem is of high value because of its vegetative varicty and year-round flowing water. The stream lics in a
deep and narrow box canyon with rugged walls of sandstone, basalt, and granite that were sculpted and shaped by
natural forces to form an array of colors and forms. The aquatic habitat contains brown and rainbow trout and Rio
Grande sucker. Big game specics found on the rim and in the canyon include elk, decr, mountain lion, bear, and
wild turkey. The vegetation represented is complex, lying between the Great Basin shrublands and Great Basin
shortgrass types.

Land Ownership and Uses

Land ownership is estimated (0 be 64 percent BLM and 36 pereent state. No developments exist within the river
corridor, and land use is considered to he in a primitive natural state. Hiking and {ishing are the known
predominant uses.
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Potential Uses of Land and Water Resources

Designation would preclude hydroclectric power lacilities, new diversions or structures, mining, and mineral
leasing. Other potential surface-disturbing uscs of the river corridor's land and water resources would be precluded
by designation, where needed to protcct scenic quality.

Interest in Designation
During scoping, local communities showed a positive interest in designating the Rio Embudo Box as a WSR.

Estimated Costs of Acquisition and Administration

Initial costs associated with designation would be limited to mapping and printing documentation of the wild and
scenic river process. Future costs may result from regulatory and educational signing as well as (he acquisition of
ahout 550 acres of state land.

Ability to Manage/Protect the River Values
Recognition of the Rio Embudo Box as @ WSR would aid the BLM in managing and protccting the river-related
values should development or other threats be proposed in the future.

Adverse Effects on Historical/Existing Rights
No known or forcsecn adverse effects on historical and valid existing rights would occur as the result of
designation.

Other Issues and Concerns

The intent of designation would be to prescrve the existing river-related values. This would benefit traditional
uses of the Rio Embudo Box such as fishing, backcountry uses that rely on a natural setting, and the local cultural
activities that depend on them,

SUITABILITY SUMMARY

Arroyo Hondo, Tierra Amarilla Canyon, Agua Caliente Canyon,
Caiiada de Ojo Sarco, and the Rio de las Trampas
Thesce five streams originale on U.S. Forest Service lands. The BLM will complete suitability assessments for thesc
stream segments within the next few years in coordination with the Carson National ForesL.

Rio Grande Bosque
The foreseen impacts of designating this segment as a WSR depend on one's point of view. Preserving the existing
and sensitive natural and cultural values would require a cautious approach to any proposed development or use
that would negatively affect the (abric of the adjacent community and/or ecosystem. On the other hand, limiting
high-impact uses and developments would negatively impact uscrs who scck developments and uses that are not
compatible with preserving existing values. For those uses that are compatible with preserving existing values, the
designation would be beneficial.

An increasc in river-related uscs such as boating and fishing could be expected, as trends show overall river use has
been and will continuc to increasc, both regionally and nationally.

Designation in and of itself is not to causc a significant increase in river usce, because betier known, accessible
opportunitics also exist upstream. The degree of protection provided for under the leg- isolation would call
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greater attention to management of the river, as the result of the Bosque segment being acknowledged as
nationally significant.

Overall, designation is well suited to the existing river-related uscs and cultural values of the local communitics.
These communities are definitely interested in participating in river corridor management.

Rio Embudo Box
The foreseen impact of designating this segment as a WSR is minimal. The ruggedness of this landscape would
naturally dissuade most people from considering any developments nol compatible with the wild nature of the
cnvironment, because such ventures would be costly.

Designation is not expected to causc an increasc in river-related visitor use. The rugged countryside and character
of waterflow in this scgment of the river channel are natural deterrents to most cxisting uses.

The degree of protection provided for under the legislation would enhance preservation of the existing resource
values and compatible uses.

Overall, the designation is well suited (o the existing natural and cultural environment, and complimentary to
public comments received over the last few years.

Suitability Findings
The above analyses ol river suitability criteria are bascd on current knowledge ol resource issues and public
involvement. Chapter 2 of the Proposed Plan provides suitability recommendations. Comments on the Draft Plan
were considered in arriving at a recommendation on whether these river segments arce suitable for inclusion in the
National WSR System. No opposition to recommending the Rio Embudo Box as wild was expressed through
cither written or oral comment during the public comment period on the preliminary recommendations. The
primary topics of concern raised during the comment period on the preliminary recommendation for the Rio
Grande Bosque scgment were its tentative classilication as recreational and condemnation of private lands within
the boundary of t his river area. Classification catcgorics for various river segments were completed as per
dircction of the BLM Manual 8351, The Bosque segment was classificd based on the type and degree of human
developments associaled with the river and adjacent lands that cxisted at the time the evaluation was performed.
In response to the other concern about condemnation of private land, as outline in the Proposed Plan, BLM would
seek to acquire sclected lands by purchase, casement, or donation il the landowners were willing. In addition, il 50
percent or more of the entire acreage is owned in fee title by the United States, BLM would not be authorized o
acquire fee title 1o any lands by condemnation under the authority of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Currently
30 percent (1,100 acres of the total 2,187 acres) of the acreage in the Bosque segment is owned in fee title by (he
United States.

This report finds the Rio Grande Bosque and the Rio Embudo Box suitable to be considered for inclusion in the
National WSR System. The Rio Grande Bosque is tentatively classified as recreational and the Rio Embudo Box
as wild. Until Congress decides whether to add these river scctions to the system, the BLM will manage them to
preserve the river-related values identificd in this report.
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MANAGEMENT OF SUITABLE RIVER SEGMENTS

The following is a general summary of BLM’s management direction to be taken for the Rio Grande Bosque and
the Rio Embudo Box. Refer (o Chapters 2, 3 and 4 for specific actions proposed. The BLM would work with T'aos
and Rio Arriba counties to develop local land use plans to meet the objectives of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Rio Grande Bosque
Under Final Plan guidelines, this segment is recommended as a WSR with a recrcational classification and will be
managed according to the following prescriptions:

$  the segment will be withdrawn from the public land laws and mineral entry, and closed to mineral material
disposal and to mincral leasing

& any unplanned fires will be tully suppressed

% VRM Class Il designation will be applied

& sclected private lands will be acquired il landowners are willing to scll

$  grazing will be excluded from the riparian and wetland arcas

$  new rights-of-way will be excluded unless necessary for administration of reercation sites to improve access to
these siles, or to provide access/utility service to private or state lands where such access was otherwise not
possible; utilities will be underground only, and will be co-located with roads

$  vehicles will be limited to designated roads and trails (see Map 6 and Table 3-1)

$  BLM will work with Taos and Rio Arriba counties o develop local land use plans Lo meet the objectives of

the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

Rio Embudo Box
Under Final Plan guidelines, this segment is recommended as a WSR with a wild classification and will be
managed according to the following Copper Hill ACEC prescriptions:

S woodland and forestry resources will be managed to enhance wildlile habitat, ccosystem health, and scenice
values

$  vehicles will be limited to designated roads and trails (see Map 6 and Table 3-1)

S state and private lands within the area will be acquired by purchase or exchange with willing owners

S VRM Class | designation will apply

S grazing will be excluded

& the arca will remain withdrawn from public land laws and mincral entry, and closed to mineral leasing and
mincral material disposal

$  new rights-of-way will be excluded

A3-16



[ Date: 1/8/01 - GOODANS

ODANS

WABQPENTIUMI\HPIV$NTI
PSCRIPT Page Separator




o

o Wié and Scanic
River

Black Mesa
ACEC

Crilin Verda
Racraation Ara

d Rio Granda Bosque
Study Sagment

Lxe Mountain

Map 3
Planning Area

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

Surface Ownership

BLM
| Carson National
Forest
State
Tribal |

Private

Spacial Management Areas
Wild and Scenic River
! (1968 Designation)
WIld and Scenic River

(1994 Designation)

Proposed Rio Grande Bosque
(WSR Study Segment)

Special Management Area (SMA)

Area of Critical Environmental

Concern (ACEC)
Wildemess Study Area (WSA) |
BLM Recreation Area
— Planning Area Boundary
—_— Primary Road
= Secondary Road
River or Stream
l——l—g—. et I—D-ﬂn

Procssed by tha New Mesioa Elata Offibe (eoraphio Sciences Team,
Buroat o Land Managamaent, Dacamber £, 1958

Darwau of L

i« made by
ouracy, FabiRy, O completeness of these deld for
X

LM, 3p mast
Acoureey Biardiards. THie inkorme ton may be pdeted withot maitioation.




o
m i Lpeepei i e Ty B L Lo
A 10, WA void Jo TP ORRLDS 2o SRl FoRITTIow

N
L
e 0y ALY ey Y 40 TRRING
wpny semion I} ormrS cope e o1 A Prangciq
=t 3 T O g
Weans 10 J3AlY e

peOY AlBpu0oes _
peoy Arewud —
Arepunog Jun —_—

fiepuncg eary Suiuely —

Asepunog wiusu)
fepunog pasodold |

ueyd juewsdeueyy $9aN0Sa} PRIBUIPI00T
10p|ii0) epuesi] Ol

SeGIY MOIAQY JOAIY 21UBIS pUR PHIM
y dey

1EH93S AQRLS -

<77 iSM 00NEN3 01

. 04V OF0 30 YOVNYY

Jufy 85109 1a407—"

'LNW3S AGILS USM 3NDSOE JCHYHD O1Y




Map 1

Planning Area Location

Rio Grande Gorridor
Goordinated Resource Management Plan

Denver

COLORADDPO

— Costifla

-??neios - q’ "’ | ‘

Santg Fe
|

Albuguerque

e |

NEW MEXICO

Produced by the New Maxico State Office Geographic Sclencer Team,
Bureau of Land Management, June 26, 1998

No warrargy s mada by the Bureau of Land Management as t the
or of thesa data for

individual uge or mﬂ"mm use with other data, or for purposes

not intandad by BLM. Spatial information may not meat Natonal Map
This thon may be updated w T




TasN

T34N

TasN

Ta2N

T3IN

T30N

T28N

T27N

T26N

T25N

T24N

T23N

R10E

U“pper Gorqa Unit
Colarado

COLORADGD

-

MEXICDO

Upper Gorde Unit
New Mexico

S~

Copper Hill Unit

Map 2

Planning Units

Rio Grande Gorridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

Planning Area Boundary
A Unit Boundary
—_— State Boundary

[ - Rio Grande

Township and Range
or Grant Line

Produced by the New Mexica Gtate Office Gaographic: Bcisnces Taam,

Bureau of Land Management, Augugt 03, 1998 %
-‘

Nao warranty is made by the Burasu of Land Management ag to the
or A of thase data for

.
individual uss or Blé;ﬂmgam s with ather dats, o for purposes ‘
not intandad by . Spatial information may not meet National Ma|

ds. This may be without notitication.




Lobatos Bridge

et YT
Foe L

~
QOrifia Verds
Racrsalion Are
(- e
0 Wid and Soanic — |
= o

!ruJanl Ria Grande Bosque
SR Study Sagmant

I A

Biack Mesa
AGEC

| Lowar Gor

\ AGEC

ta Mountain

v p
tion Areal

Map 3
Planning Area

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan
Surface Ownership

BLM
i Carson Natlonal
Forest
State
Tribal

Private

Special Management Areas

Wiid and Scenic River
(1968 Designation)

Wild and Scenic River
(1994 Designation)

| Proposed Rio Grande Bosque
(WSR Study Segment)

Special Management Area (SMA)

Area of Critical Environmental

Cancern (ACEC)
| Wilderness Study Area (WSA)
BLM Recreation Area
—— Planning Area Boundary
— Primary Road
— Secandary Road
River or Stream
1 3 2 1 il
__ Cmeee— ]
Producad by the New Medoo 5tato Offios Soinrces Taam,
Muraas of Land Management, December 1, ti
y by te
el s o saraoutasiap AN O Setn, & for pspscs
ot indended by hll“hbl Indormation may not mest mwmk‘l:ium




CARADA DE 0J0 SARCO

RIQ GRANDE LOWER GORGE WSR

AGUA CALIENTE GANYON!

" RI0 EMBUDO WSR
~ STUDY SEGMENT

Map 4
Wild and Scenic River Review Areas

Rlo Grande Cormridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

Praposed Boundary

Interim Boundary

— Planning Area Boundary

Unit Boundary

— Primary Road

Secondary Road

-—-—-—  RiverorStream

Prociced by the New mdca Siue DHfics Geographic Sclwncae Taam,
Bussau of Land Marugement, urcary D, 2000

nccuracry, rellabiley, or Carmpletsness of thees data for
or




UO{LRO O 11| PPN BG AR S IO E14L TPAEPUNLY ATENTITY

s

o g

10} KD ae] o Shueih B3 10 Al mye SaEicIzT

" g wi iy ] on

9404 0L sequman queundon e @ rerg
.jl:lnuu.i- .9.6.:..-]!:.5:!.31!.’:

wpay T

WEBJIS 10 JoAY

peoy Aepucseg

peoy Auew|d

Arpuncg wun

Asepunog esuy Buluue(d

8315 [EUBIEN [EISUIN

_\\/J4 l!lv

! B
LN
//_ \ .
A 1
\ LA 0S0 130 YOWNY3

V\/ f__\
e

S
N

ya

M @

dOLTTH

JHINM Yua3Id

LidNoxig &
i L iadddon vy~
FEE I AT VOVNOINY J /

&7
&

v -
AQOOM NITBS g

OONOH DADHHY

v
" YLISIH V) e

!

¢

J

-

i 8108 Jemo’

&

S9JIS |elivje|y jessuliy
g dew




Tras Pied-as

Map 6-d (Inset 1) ---___

—f et ———

li ;
DA
/ .
t
- \
{ b
I
. 1
[y Ute Mcunta n

Route Designations
Map Index

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

T— Primary Road
— Secondary Road
Planning Area Boundary
- River or Stream
1] » 3 b T 1)

Prcied by ths New Maoo State Office (ogluphic ekt Team,
mmm&ummn.u

o wranay b4 snacda by the Gunsas of Land Mansgemant as to the

Acelithty, o7 oamplemnans of thess duts for

vkt ue udgragara e whh otrur dat,offor purmesce
BUM.

Tl fotardad by et Information may not most Nationst Lisp




Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

PR — ‘

(3065 i

See Map 6-a (Inset)

1 o 1 2 3
ules
r'“ - J T Primary highway, hard surface
o) BLM v Secondary highway, hard surface
T =—===" | jghtduty road, principal street,
[___J State hard or improved surface
Private ———"—— (ither raad or street
it o Moo e Ok Gt Sl o Lo S Tl v etk
No warranty is made by the Bursau of Land Managament ak 1o the e Planning AreaBOURGAY  cocncecoces  guachnally Glosed 1211 - 315
acouracy, refiability, or of thaxe data for oo River or Stream -
individual uss or st Uka With athar data, or for purporss e oe e Seasonally Closed 41 - /31
not intended by BUM. Spatlal information may nat meet National Map State Bounda - e
y dardi This Int lon may ba updatad without notification. —_— Y o Closed




Produced by the New Maxico State Office Geographic Sciences Team,
Bureau of Land Management, Dacember 08, 1999

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Managament as to the
aceuracy, reliability, or complatensss of these data for

individual use or aggregate uss with other data, or for purposes

not intended by BLM. Spatial information may not meet National Map
Accuracy Standards. This information may be updated without notification.

Map 6-a (Inset)
Route Designations

Rio Grande Gorridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

ceooo00C e

L 0o o O

BLM
State

Private

Primary highway, hard surface
Secondary highway, hard surface

Light duty road, principal street,
hard of improved surface

Other road or street
Trail, 4WD Vehicle

Seasonally Closed 12/1 - 3/15
Seasonally Closed 4/1 - 5/31
Closed

Planning Area Boundary
River or Stream
State Boundary




3 AT T
% % | obatos Bridge --l— ——= [N
i i | | .

E ] | /

”&[7QOLORADO

NEW MEXICO

Ute Mountain
® ]

Route Designations

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

wmeem===_ Primary highway, hard surface
=== Secondary highway, hard surface

= == Lignt duty road, principal street,
ard or improved surface

——  Other road or street

wemem Trail, AWD Vehicle

Seasonally Closed 12/1 - 315
Seasonally Glosed 4/1 - 5/31

evnnisoi o Closed

BLM

State

Private

e Planning Area Boundary

T River or Stream

== State Boundary

Produced by the Naw Maxico Stata Office Goographic Sciarces Tam.
Buresu of Land Munagomett, December 02, 1989

Na warranty is made by the Bursau of Land Managamant as to the
acoursay, rokieblity, or completeness of thase data far

individual uas or aggrepatn use with othar data, or for puUrposes

nat intended by Bl”. Spatisl informatian may not maat National Map
Accurscy Standsrda This information may bo updated witheut notification.




N

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan :

Primary highway, hard surface
Secondary highway, hard surface

Light duty road, principal street,
ard or improved surface

Other road or strest

Trail, 4WD Vehicle

Seasonally Closed 12/1 - 315
Seasonally Closed 4/1 - 5/31

Closed
BLM
Tribal
State

Forest Service

’—__J Privats

w— Planning Area Boundary
River or Stream

== State Boundary

Produned by the ico State Offce h
Butesu of Land Managamant, Desamber 08, 1899

No wartanty is mada by the Buroau of Land Managamant s to the
accurscy, reliebility, or complatanaas of thasa data for

indivichuz] use or & uwe with ather deta. of for prpasas

not intended by am‘ igl infarmation may not meat Nations) Map
Accurscy Standarda. Thia information may be updated without natification.

o B Toam,




Map 6-d

I | ~ Route Designations

Yellow Bank Trail

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

mw==== Primary highway, hard surface

Secondary highway, hard surface

————m nght duty road, principal street,
ard or improved surface

Other road or street

e Trail, 4WD Vehicle

-------- Closed

BLM

Tribal

State

Forest Service

Private

——  Planning Area Boundary

River or Stream

u . [' 1 15 2 mtlra
Prodused by tha New Mmdco Stete Office Geographic Scionces Testn,
Bursind of Land Mundgament, December 08, |s$s
No warranty is made by the Bursau of Land M-mo-mum o the - ¥,
ocuracy, rekishility, or camplotoness of thase dats fo
individual use &r » 25 with athar dute, ar for purpose
ot intended by Bfﬁmhntml mhrmmon mv net ml Nnbml Map
Accurecy Blanderds, This L




~ Map 6-d (Inset 1)
Route Designations

Rlo Grande Gorridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

Secondary highway, hard surface

Light duty road, principal street,
hard or improved surface

== Primary highway, hard surface

Other road or strest
m======= Trail, 4WD Vehicle
QOOOOCNC (losed
Produced by the New Mexico State Otfics Geographic Sciences Team, |:| BLM
Bureau of Land Management, December 08, 1999 )
No warranty ie made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the l: - Private
accuracy, reliability, or completensse of these data for s Planning Area Boundary

individual use or aggregate uss with other data, or for purposee
not intended by BLM. Spatial information may not meet National Map —---— River or Stream
Aceuracy Standarde. This information may be updated without notification.

State Boundary




Alepunog a1RIg

WEea1S 10 J5AK
fiepunog eaty Buiuuey
aleAl

ae1g

Wig

PRS0 oooatnd UONEDLIIOU INOYNM Pelepdn 9q ARUI LOIRWLIOJU] 81y | "SPIRPURLS ADRINDIY

ama el depy [euoiie i 3881 J0U ARW UoIIRLLIOU] [R1RdS "G AQ papueIul 10U
PRSAOMY TRIL - — sesodind 40§ 10 ‘BIRP JOYIC YU asn s)eBaiBie o osn [enpiaiput

133435 10 PEO! JBYID 10} glep 839y} jo sseusye|dweoo 1o ‘Ayjgeye ‘Adeinsoe

- U} 0} 3¢ Juswebeueyy pueq 1o neaung 4y} Aq Spew 31 AJueLIeM O

S0BLNS PaAOIGW] JO pIBY BB6| '80 i9quisoe(] ‘JusweBeuRy pue jo nesing

“paus [edpud ‘peoa Anp Wb
azeuns paey femyby) Arepuosag
aaepins piey ‘Aeamybing Arewing

H

‘wee| 309ueiog oiydelBons) pIYLO SIRIS OIS MY SY) AQ peONpaly

ue|d Juawalizuely 39N0SayY PajeupIon)
JOp}1I07 apuesy Oy

suoijeubisaq ajnoy
(z19su) p-g dew




HARSISAU0S [ PUEAQRY L . “UGHECH130u INCiGLA pHLEPUN B AR LONPLISIUI B | WPIRLES AoeNoDy

lsans o peossagl)  ——— P e IPUGHAN 0w 10w AN UOTAULIOU| [S13adS W T AY PRPURNIIOU

aw|s I 2 3 29000:md 10] 10 '818P JOIC UM ten a3 RBBDE .10 0aN |¥PIPU

Weals 0 Jamy - --— RPNS PIACICII IO pIRY TomITmo —r y wy D) WP #RBL) JO NEREIALLCS 10 ALMpI|4 ADNINDTE
Alepunog ealy u_.__Eim [o—— FeauL 1930$ pdpuud 'peou ANp 0N —— 2 i £ . ¢ o 43,0388 WawIBB PP PUNT 40 AESINE SU3 A BPFLL & Ayuriiem oy
) L 230UNS PRy ‘AeMION AIBUOKS e m@ (=) e seoumog gL S0 S0 Yeuist e pur o s

L — PISOI) oo 35RJINS PIBy "AemyDHy AreLyg oS " oomeR waH senperd

- % g

o

03

1

"_._mi. ___u_”_mmw_.u: uamwmumsuuﬁu_Eo
JOplIoY) apuely OjH
suoleufiissq sinoy
8-g dey




roun 1 pasapdn 5q AW uar 1214} $pIepUNG Aarincoy
B3 |RUDQAN EEe J0W AP BOIRULIOIL |FOT 19 AQ PepLmUl Jou
*oucdind 30, J0 “TUP IM{19 i Gan 9 MBBDE 1O SIN (RNPMPL|

10) FIXP Mg yo BEALEIMAUOD Jo KGRI KoRIN0OR

1 o, B SLRRRURYY SUNT JO NERING 943 A SpI 51 ARSI ON

881 ‘20 18qusceg uniusbiruep puey 1o nesing
"uirey ¥ao019g aNdRIBORD BIID AN SO MEN B3 AG POOPOId

7

WERNS IO JIAY - —
ARPIN0Y BNy DUULEL]  —

\

psoy
HYBA QMY RL e -
139415 20 eO) JAWI0

06N Par0Idwy 0 prBY
‘eans jedpupd 'peos Anp Juin

nu—.__meuc.gnzﬁuzeﬂwﬂ
0UNS PUBY ARAYl ABWYY e

]

]

|

I

I

1

I
I

I

g

ueld Juawalieuey) 82in0SoY PAIeLIPINO]
10p1409 BpuRIY 1Y

suoljeubisaq anoy
(1esu|) 8-g deyy

e e e e e S — —




Ute Mountain
[ ]

e

Map 7
Grazing Allotments

Rio Grande Corridor
Coordinated Resource Management Plan

Grazing Allotmant
Planning Area Boundary

Primary Road

Secondary Road

River o Stream

Priochscsied by Thas M Wity £tato OFfkca raphic. &cimncax Thaim,
Maragarae,

B o Lt Datoitun 08,

N weimranry b uacks by Thek Mlrmaki af Laied Mar ma o the
Neem w0 Lostaterme of repe oS for
R e r rsgt e il k. o 0 e

Map
1pd rotitioation,




Map 8-a
RECREATION SITES

Prod dbyth New Maxico State Offios Gaographic Sciences Team,
Bureau of Land Man: gm.ntN vamber 29 199

No warranty is made hyh Bweau of Land Management as to the
of thes: d a for

individual uge er ggng uga with othar dat: iorpup ]
mll mdbvBMS Iinlntmnln n may mlm at National Map
Thh ion ma y'— datad without notificatian.




Ute Mountain Trail -~

.5'{9 Line

Gaging Station

Sunehina Vallay Trail -

Sunshine Valley Road

Map 8-b
RECREATION
SITES

Produced by the New Mexico State Office Gaographic Sciences Taam,
Bureau of Land Marnagement, November 29, 1999

No warranty |s made by the Buresu of Land Management as to the
wsg of theze data for
individual use or Iﬂuremte use with other data, or for purposes
mt intandad hy BLM. Spallal Information may not meet Natlonal Map
d: Thl i fon may be updated without notifloation.




Map 8-c
RECREATION SITES
Nk

N
\
BN
AN

Razorblades ,./’F ki

!
Trail / i |-Eact Rim Trail
Shoop Crossi /, N v,
Trall —~ X,
3 Shesp Crassing
/ Recreation Site
Chiflo Trail Eas;
Chifio Trail Wost
o
'\oo / f
s / Chiflo
Al . Recreation Site
&
Ao )
<%
Ao .
o0 :
o
s Bear 3
'« Crossing |
© Jrail 8 \’.
H L
L] ﬂ\' LI
o . oot oY 2.
3 ) H Gusdt
° £ -
s02°° : 2 \
soe® : .A? )
° .
00 / i [l
o0 ® ] \
A & ! ]
3 Red R !
o M Fautloop |
/ & (T ~
> \ \
.- ‘Q'} \ |
\ {
/ \ APon, Pescado
faN e &~ Trail (Proposed)
K { : p
o I —~ ——— =
%, I ° P
%4 o S Rinesnada o /“_'_"_’
°s \ch.walgun. Loop Trail o Red River Stats Fish Hatchary
"e“"“o,c Rucmahnn e
%a Wwild RIVOM |lltor Conter §

B.g&mmle >|
Sprifjgs Trail | ‘,7‘\“2
Big Aranic Springs Campgmund I y
s K
a
© Little Arunlc Spnngc
s  Campground .,
Litdapreanic ! 87
Springs Trail
0o ,°
°: Campgmun /

.
.. Red River Trail
{Partially Completed)

Trall
R LT

%
Q

W
5
o

Produced by tha New Maxico State Offics Gaagraphic Sciances Team,
Bureau of Land Managemant, January 11, 2000

Wild Rivers
Recreation Area

2 milen

No waranty | 13 mldn by the Bureau af ;.md Mamgemem s 10 the 1 .
| = e e E———
Y. of

hdividual use or -nwegﬂa use with othet data, of M puipotes
not imended by BLM. Spatial information may not mast Nationsl Map
This mpy be updated without notification.




—Manby Spring Trail

/RA\I}M“ est

-Raven Trail Welt Y

B,

-~

- ——

i

Tra

La Viets Verda
- Trail /J

P Taos Junction Bridgs

Map 8-d
RECREATION
SITES

Produced by tha New Mexico State Office Geographic Bciencer Taam,
Bureau of Land Management, Navember 29, 1899

No wnrumy rs made by the Bumu of Land Management as to the

of these data far

Indlvldual uss or agureunla usa with othar data, or Tar purposes

not Intendad by BLM. Spatlal information may not meet Natlonal Map
Accuracy Standsrds. This Information may be updated without ratlfieation.




Map 8-e

West Rim Trail
{Proposed)
RECREATION
]
t
I
SITES '
)
/
{ g
| 4
/
/
P Vo
,'l'a/on Junction = ' Taos Junction Bridge
L ¥ .
Taos Junction

743
/ 4 Petaca Campground

i ’Lone Juniper Recreation Site
yo

i A
iye

. aAnoyo Hondo Campground

,/’ Campqmljld___ =

A § River Access
{Privata)

oceo”

 Grilla Varde Campground

7

Pilar Campground

( "

Pilar North Parking Area

Produced by the New Maxico State Offlce Geographic Sciances Taam,

Orilla Verde Recreation Area

Bureau of Land Management, December 02, 1999
Na watranty s made by the Bureau of Land Management g to the
linbllity, or i of these data for
(L] [] (1] 1 15 1 miles
s = s e N ——

Individual use or Agitiragate Uss With nther dats, of far purposas
not intended by BLM. Spatial Information may not meet National Ma)
Accuracy Standards, This infarmatlon may ba updated without rotflcation.




UCHED| 10U JNOYUA POIEPAN 50 ABu UOK il St) "SpIED
de ] [SUOREN 18SW 10U ATLU UC/1EUL ORI _uzgnw WG Aq pepusiy) -uc
[ ™ —— sesodind 10) 10 “F1EP IS0 LM 8SN n_wum_uuu 1oesn _u_..u_..:u..__
b Ll s0 0 0 — \\l - _— o) 0] 88 ~5ﬂhﬂﬁiouw..cﬂw.ﬂo 3-2_.5 syl 3 n_uu& L] AlusuEm oN
- = S~ - - 8861 ‘20 Jequrve( Juswisbeuey pueT] Jo neeing
\;M N7 _ 7/ ‘weel $89UB1OS WYJEB0ED BOIC BI¥IS COMBIN MBN BY) AG PeOnpald
P -
e I,Io\/v A \
- % uo 1S UOIIBaID9Y SUIT AIUNDD | B o,/
Q :
S “"V{pesodoid)
- /\ - el |+
Bpeuosu|
N \ P .m_ I § T T [ T
\. -\ SSB00Y 18AIY 9|0 ©SN0g
Ay
\\f.@ > i
7N & ssoooy 1only Alneeg Buides|g
SS800Y 16AIY 8Al4 181y
el
aarfenN
reay - leje)
sjueen \I _~ A0USIA
, enBy )
\ A\I ) \...
~_ PP SS800Y 18AlY S|{E4 S, Ueqly _
N o~ ;‘BRlY 188y Spispecy L
AV <@ °1S uoneadey s)zuenp Qms N@”Q\
\A SS803Y J9AIY BABAA o_E‘.m_v_
‘ . ' a8jusn Jousip ebiog spueln oly
r
89820y JOAIH YINOS opnquig

{s1enlid) NOILVLS OONBW3 &

deyy 1esuj ees

S31IS
EFT NOILYIY93Y

J-g depy




	Ref# 150
	Record of Decision The Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan January 2000
	United States Department of the Interior - Dear Reader Letter
	RECORD OF DECISION
	DECISIONS AND RATIONALE
	BOATING MANAGEMENT
	Outfitter percentage cap
	Firepans
	Thresholds
	Outfitter Multi-segment Use
	Ute Mountain segment (launches)
	Razorblades and Upper Box (launches)
	La Junta
	private launches
	outfitter launch size

	Taos Box (pool)
	Taos Box and All Lower Gorge Segments (overlimit fees)
	Orilla Verde/Through Pilar
	shoulder seasons
	summer season
	winter season
	time of day
	launches, summer
	launches, shoulder
	launches, winter
	allocations

	Racecourse
	carrying capacity
	allocations
	pool
	launch window
	facilities

	Bosque
	high water trips to Lover’s Lane
	County lane to Embudo Station or Embudo South, main season
	County Line to Embudo Station or Embudo South, winter


	VISUAl, RESOURCES
	Editorial Clarification

	WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
	PUBLIC ACCESS
	CASUAL USES

	ALTERNATIVES
	ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM FURTHER STUDY
	MITIGATION AND MONITORING
	PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
	PROTEST RESOLUTION
	BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
	CONSISTENCY
	CONCLUSION
	Approval Signatures


	The Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan January 2000
	United States Department of the Interior - Dear Reader Letter
	Table of Contents
	Maps
	Map 1 Planning Area Location
	Map 2 Planning Units

	Tables
	Table 3-1 Rio Grande Corrider Route Designations
	Table 3-2 Sate and Private Lands/Minerals Proposed for Acquisition
	Table 3-3 Schedule for Allotment Monitoring
	Table 3-4 Grazing Allotment Management Plans
	Table 3-5 Riparian Monitoring
	Table 3-6 Visual Resource Management Classes
	Table 3-7 Visual Resource Management Classes Assigned to the Planning Area
	Table 3-8 River Segments Managed for Wild and Scenic Values (designated and eligible segments)
	Table 3-9 Road Densities
	Table 3-10 Wildlife Monitoring
	Table 4-1 Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Upper Gorge
	Table 4-1 Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge
	Table 4-3 Existing/Planned Trails in the Rio Grande Corrider

	CHAPTER 1
	INTRODUCTION
	PURPOSE AND NEED
	PLANNING PROCESS
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	IMPLEMENTATION
	LIFE OF THE PLAN
	DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AREA

	CHAPTER 2
	SPECIAL AREA MANAGEMENT
	IN COLORADO
	SAN LUIS HILLS ACEC
	RIO G-RANDE CORRIDOR ACEC AND SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA

	IN NEW MEXICO
	RIO GRANDE AND RED WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
	WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREA
	ORILLA VERDE RECREATION AREA
	LOWER GORGE ACEC
	COPPER HILL ACEC


	CHAPTER 3
	RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
	ACCESS
	AMERICAN INDIAN COORDINATION
	LAND OWNERSHIP AND REAliTY ACTIONS
	LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
	MINERALS
	PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
	PUBLIC EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION
	RIPARIAN RESOURCES
	SCENIC QUALITY AND VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (VRM)
	SCENIC QUALITY AND VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (VRM)
	WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
	WILDERNESS
	WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT MANAGEMENT


	CHAPTER 4
	RECREATION MANAGEMENT
	SPECIAL RECREATION USE PERMITS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
	BOATING MANAGEMENT
	CASUAL USES
	FISHING
	CAMPING/PICNICKING
	TRAILS


	APPENDICES
	APPENDIX 1 ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
	APPENDIX 2 LIST OF PREPARERS
	APPENDIX 3 WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY


	Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated Resource Management Plan Maps
	Map 1 Planning Area Location
	Map 2 Planning Units
	Map 3 Planning Area
	Map 4 Wild and Scenic River Review Areas
	Map 5 Mineral Material Sites
	Map 6 Route Designations Map Index
	Map 6-a
	6-a
	6-a (Inset)

	Map 6-c
	Map 6-d
	Map 6-d (Inset 1)
	6-d (inset 2)

	Map 6-e
	6-e (Inset)


	Map 7 Grazing Allotments
	Map 8 Recreation Sites
	8-a
	8-b
	8-c
	8-d
	8-e
	8-f




