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Dear Reader:

This document contains the Record of I)eeision (ROD) for the Final Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated Resource
Management Plan (Final Plan). The Final Plan (available in late Janua~ 2000) provides management guidance 
public lands along the Rio G-rande in New Mexico (Taos Field Office) and in Colorado CLa J~’a Field Office), and also
amends the Taos Reaource Management Plan. The plan provides a vision for managing the natural resources in the
corridor from La Sauses, Colorado to Velarde, New Mexico, and is the result of over 5 years of work with
individuals, community groups, the outfitting industry and fed~xal, state and local governments. The Final Plan is a
refinement of the Proposed Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement published in August, 1998.

Copies of the Plan will be available in late January upon request, however, we encourage you to view the document
online at www.antblntgov or at local public libraries to help conserve our natural resources. To request a copy,
contact either’.

1) Taos Field Office, Bureau of Land Management, 226 Cruz Alta Road, Taos, New Mexico 87571 (or call 505-758-
8851);

2) La Jara Fidd O~ce, Bureau of Land Management, 15571 County Road TS, La Jara, Colorado 81140 (or call
719-274-8971),

The planning process for the Rio Grande Corridor Coordinated Resource Management Plan is concluded with the
signing of the Record Of Decision approving the Taos Resource Management Plan amendments and the activity-level
management direction o~tlined in the Final Plan

Thank you to those who participated in the planning process. There will be many opportunities for public involve-
ment in implementing this plan. Continued public involvement in implementing planned actions will allow us to
effectively manage the public lands and resources in the Rio Grande Corridor.

Siacerely,

Date

~,o’n Huntsing~ - - 7- ]~e " " Carlos Pinto Date
Taos Field Manager La Java Field Manager



RECORD OF DECISION

The purpose of this document is to approve the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) decisions to amend the Taos
Resource Management Plan, as well as decisions to manage the public lands along 94 miles of the Rio Grandc and
some 42.7 miles of its tributaries. The plan includes 123,750 acres of pt, blic lands within the BLM’s La Jara Field
Office (formerly San Luis Resource Area) and Taos Field Office in south-central Colorado and north-central New
Mexico.

DECISIONS AND RATIONALE

1) New Mexico State Director - The decision is to approve Taos Resource Management Plan (RMP) amendments
described in tile Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan. There were no changes, other than minor clarifications, to the RMP
amendments described in the Rio Grande Proposed Plan and Final EIS for the Taos Field Office. Protests received on
the Rio Grande Corridor Proposed Plan did not provide any new information or data that would lead us to the
conclusion that therc werc errors in the proposcd mncndments.

2) La Jara Field Manager - The decision is to select and approve the Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan tbr the La Jara
Field Off’ice. No protests were received, ;tnd there were no changes to management actions described in the Rio
Grande Proposed Plan and Final EIS;

3) Taos Field Manager - The decision is to select and approve the Rio Grmade Corridor Final Plan for the Taos Field
Office, with a few modifications or clarifications to the Rio Grande Corridor Proposed Plan as follows that wcrc based
upon informal protest responses received in October, 1998:

BOATING MANAGEMENT

Outfitter percentage cap - There will bc no cap on the percentage of available allocation any outfitter could
have. The proposal to limit the percentage of total allocation that any 1 outfitter could obtain on a segment
has been dropped, since no evidence has been presented that would suggest at what percentage a competi-
tive market would bc compromised. Consolidation of existing permits will be handled on a case-by-case
basis, following existing permit transfer guidelines.

Firepans - Only boaters planning to have an open fire need to carry a firepan to contain the fire. There is
no need to carry a firepan ira fire is not planned.

Thresholds - The prescriptions appended to thresholds ("x" days for 2 consecutive years) was deleted for
all river segments. BLM will monitor boating use throughout the season, and work with outfitters, private
boaters, residents, and other recreation users on a recurring basis to determine whether adjustments
can/should be made to resolve new concerns, or better meet the guidelines established for each segment.

Outfitter Multi-segment Use - Permits issued to outfitters specify the river segment in which they arc
allowed to conduct business. Four river segments will be allocated (La Junta, Taos Box, Orilla Verde
(through Pilar only) and Racecourse). For trips that originate in one segment and continue into anothcr
segment, launch requirements for both segments must be adhered to (for example, a Taos Box trip
continuing through Pilar must use one of their allocated launches to continue down river). The only
exception is tbr authorized La Junta segment outfitters that continue into the Taos Box segment after 12:00
p.m; use continuing through the Taos Box in this situation will not count toward historical use in tile Taos
Box, since this use will generally fidl outside the allocated time period.

Ute Mountain segment (launches) 2 launches per da y will be all owed, whether pri vate or outfitted, on a
reserved first-come basis, The total number of people per day can not exceed 16, Only 1 launch can be an



overnight trip, This change recognizes that the maiority of trips on this segment have small group sizes
(generally less than 6 people), allowing more flexibility fbr day and overnight use. The total number 
people in lbe segment (32 people per day) would not change.

Razorblades and Upper Box (launches) 1 launch per da y will be all owed foran overnight trip . No
additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use
exceeds 32 people per day. This change recognizes that the majority of trips on this segment have small
group sizes (generally less than 6 people), allowing more flexibility for day and overnight use, The total
number of people in the segment (32 people per day) would not change,

La Junta (private launches) 1 la unch for an overnight tri p would be all owed perday,all o vernight trips
mttst be reserved in advance. No additional restrictions would be placed on private boating until
monitoring shows that daily use exceeds 32 people per day. This change recognizes that the majority of
trips on this segment are day trips and have small group sizes (generally less than 6 people), allowing more
flexibility Ibr day and overnight use. The total number of people in thc scgmcnt (32 people per day) would
not change.

La Junta (outfitter launch size) Outfitted gr oups would belimited to 2 l aunches of up to I6 people each
per day, guides included. Of the 2 launches, 1 may be used for an overnight trip, with no more than 16
people (passengers .4- guides), and must be reserved in advance. Outfitters can occasionally exceed the
group size on day trips through use of a pool (up to a maximum of 21 person group size, 10 times total per
season, first-come basis). Limiting group sizes to 16, including guides, helps preserve the wild character of
the Rio Grande between Lobatos and ,lohn Dunn Bridges. In this part of the canyon campsites are small in
size and number. Restrictions on group size and the number of encounters per day were originally
developed in the 1984 River Management Plan, based upon a primitive Recreation Opportunity Class (ROS).
Commercial and private boating activities mixed with shoreline use by hikers and fishermen all contribute to
the type of experience. This subjective process is commonly used for management of designated
wilderness or management for a wilderness-type experience. Since group sizes on this segnaent rarely have
exceeded a total of 16 in the past, this should still provide ample opportunities for the occasional larger
group for day trips.

Taos Box (pool) - Outfitters can occasionally exceed the day-use group size through use of a pool of 15 (up
to a maximum of 40 passenger group size, on weekdays only, first-come basis for booked trips). The
addition of a pool adds flexibility for outfitters to accommodate occasional larger groups on weekdays.
Private boating use has historically been low during the weekdays. This pool may be eliminated or modified
if monitoring shows a need to reduce congestion.

Taos Box and All Lower Gorge Segments (overlimit fees) Outfitters wo uld beall owed to book an ext ra 4
passengers on the Taos Box and all Lower Gorge river segments. A fec would bc imposed to remove any
profit incentive, ,and the extra passengers would not be counted towards an outfitters’ bistoric use. Not
counting such use into an outfltter’s historic use data base further removes any incentive for using this
measure. This overtimit may be eliminated if monitoring demonstrates a need.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (shoulder seasons) Shoulder se asons will ex tend fi ’om March 1 toMay14
and August 15 to October 14. Extending the spring shoulder season to include the month of March gives
more opportunities to the public during school spring vacations. During public meetings it was noted that
the public was willing to accept an extended shoulder season in exchange for minimal winter use.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (summer season) Summer season extends fr om May 15to August 14, and
the Labor Day weekend. Extending the summer season until August 14 allows outfitters to include a month
(July 16-August 14) that represents 20% of their overall use. By including Labor Day weekend in this
season the last busy weekend of the summer provides the public with more opportunities without
significant disruptions to residents.
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Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (winter season) Number ofpassengers would be limited to 50/week from
October 15 - February 28. This restriction gives the residents a season in which very little outfitted use
would occur and provides for the occasional outfitted trip. This should not negatively impact outfitters or
residents as there is virtually no demand for use during this period.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (time of day) Outfitted tr ips may pass Orilla Ve rde Campground only be tween
9:00 am and 3:00 pm. This adjustment has been made to resolve protests from 3 outfitters who provide trips
to customers not wanting a whitewater float trip. Since they may be launching fi’om Taos Junction Bridge
or Lone Juniper as late as noon, they need the 3:00 pm CI.Ltoffto accommodate these trips.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (launches, summer) Allowable outfitted pa ssenger numbers will be 300per
day during the summer season whcn rivcr flows arc 2000 cfs or less. The Orilla Verde/Pilaf and Racecourse
segments will initially have a combined pool of 50 on weekend days and 100 on weekdays, available on a
first-come basis and only with confirmed reservations. This pool replaces outfitter trading and could be
adjusted in size on an annual basis. Each outfitter will be allowed a total of 32 passengers per day with a
maximum of two launches per day per outfitter. Group size will be limited to 32 passengers, except where
augmented by the pool. Augmented launches may not exceed 50 passengers on weekends and 90
passengers on weekdays. Where augmcntcd launches exceed 40 passengers, these launches must be
staggered in 10 minute intervals. When thresholds are exceeded on the Orilla Verde through Pilar scgmcnt
and/or the Racecourse segment, both segments would be allocated together due to the interconnectedness
of the segments. When river flows exceed 2000 cfs an additional 1 launch pcr outfitter may be relocated
upstream from Quartzite. This would change the allowable outfitted passenger numbers to increase to 450
per day when river levels exceed 2000 cfs. Changing the number of allowable outfitted passengers floating
through Pilar to 300 when flows arc under 2000 cfs and 450 when flows are above 2000 c£s allows for more
opportunities for outfitters and the outfitted public. Residents were willing to accept more outfitted use
during the summer season in order to have a winter season with very little outfitted use, a quiet zone and
outfitted use restricted to a 6 hour period daily. The use of a pool will increase the public’s flexibility
through Pilar for occasional convention groups.

Orilla Verde/Throngh Pilar (launches, shoulder) Nomore tha n 120outfitted pass engers per day would
bc allowcd to float through Pilar during the spring and fall shoukter seasons. This additional use provides
additional opportunities for the public while maintaining a relatively low level of use travclling through the
community of Pilar.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (launches, winter) Between October 15 andFebruary 28/29, 50 o utf itted
passengers per wcck would be allowed to pass through Pilar. Outfitters would he able to accommodate thc
occasional winter trip without significant impacts to thc residents, other users or wildlife.

Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (allocations) If theprescribed dail y limits are exceeded, the corresponding
days (adjusted annually for the day of the week) would be allocated for the following 5 seasons for botln the
Orilla Verdc/Pilar and Racecourse segments, basing percentages upon that year and the previous 4 year
period. Although it was stated when this planning effort began that allocations would be based upon 1990-
1994 data, it was determined that the use of more recent data woukt be appropriate to reflect the current
situation. In addition, some of the river use data reported to BI,M has been found to be in error. Outfitted
passenger numbers allowed to travel through tbe Orilla Verde/Pilaf segment arc included as a part ofthc
total numbers allowed in the Racecourse allocation. Since all trips passing through Pilaf will share the river
with boaters downstream as well as the takeout at County Line the passenger numbers for these two river
segments arc inter-related. If passenger numbers through Pilar were not part ofthe Racecourse allocation,
then the Racecourse carrying capacity (described below) would be exceeded on a regular basis.

Racecourse (carrying capacity) The carrying capacity of theR;icccourse is c urr ently assu med to be 1 ,050
boaters per day, 600 of which are outfitted passengers. When outfitted use exceeds 600 passengers per



,,lay, specific allocations will be made to each outfitter for those days for the following five years to ensure
that the carrying capacity is not exceeded. Carrying capacity is based upon the amount of congestion on
the river and physical space available at the launch and takeout areas. A maximum of 150 boaters per hour
ti)r seven hours results in 1,050 boaters per day. Outfitted boating is limit~t to the 7 hour window but
private use is not. The acceptable level of congestion varies considerably among rivcr users. Based
upon high-use days in the past, 150 boaters per hour allows for a safe level of use, but this level
approaches congested conditions that are not acceptable to some private boaters and anglers. The Final
Plan acknowledges that varying levels of recreation use and experiences will be accommodated throughout
the corridor, and the Racecourse is considered to be the segment that can allow the greatest degree of use
with the fewest conflicts. It is possible that more effcicnt use of launch points will reduce the perceived
level of crowding. By allocating use when numbers exceed 600 outfitted passengers per day, problems can
be addresscd before they escalate. Outftters acknowledged the need to adjust use at Quartzite to
accommodate increased use from upstream launches.

Racecourse (allocations) - See Orilla Verde/Through Pilar (allocations) section abovc.

Racecourse (pool) Most co mmercial launches will be limited to 40 passengers, however occasional lar gcr
groups up to 90 passengers could be accommod~tted through the use of the following: a) combined
launches, where an outfitter may use all of his/her daily allocation in one launch on weekdays only, will be
encouraged during the noon launch window; b) using the BLM pool, where BLM would administer a pool
of 50 passenger spaces on weekend days and 100 on weekdays (combined total tbr trips through Pilar mad
the Racecourse). This pool would be used to enlarge groups or for additional launches. By allowing
outfitters to enlarge launcbes through the use of combined launches and a pool system, they are given
more flexibility to book occasional large school groups or conventions.

Racecourse (launch window) - Outfitted launches would be allowed only from 8:30 am to 3:30 pro. This
launch period assumes concentrated commercial use for 7 hours and then leaves the river to other users
such as private boaters, anglers etc. Some users would be displaced altogether if high use extends into the
late afternoon or evening hours. Since few private boaters or other river uscrs occupy the river sites during
the 8:30-9:00 am period, imp~tcts from extending the window would remain low.

Racecourse (facilities) - The Pilar North Parking Area will be re-designed and landscaped with improved
changing and toilet lhcilities only if the expandcd parking area at the Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center can
not accommodate thc load.

Bosque (high water trips to Lover’s Lane) During hi gh water pe riods when ri ver le vels cx cced 2000 cfs
between May 15 and August 14, outfitters will be allowed to extend one Racecourse per day trip into the
Bosque segment as tar as Lover’s Lane. Group size would correspond to the Racecourse segment group
sizes. These trips would not count toward the Bosque daily limit of 50 passengers. Approximately 50% of
all Racecourse use during this high water period would use Lover’s Lane as a takeout, except at river levels
over 4000 efs. Flows over 4,000 cfs restrict passage at the Pilar Bridge, and as a result, most groups launch
at Quartzite raflaer than in Orilla Verde, and may take out at Lovers Lane. By specifying the river level of
2000 cfs as the beginning of high water, residents are assured that outfitted trips will not usc this part of tbe
Bosque until there is a real need. Flows on average (3 weeks per year) do not frequently exceed 2000 cfs.

Bosque (County lane to Embudo Station or Embudo South, main season) Except lb r hi gh water us e ta king
out at Lover’s l~ane, outfitted use between County Line and Embudo Station or Embudo South would be
limited to 50 passengers per day between March 1 and October 14. All trips for outfitters authorized to use
this segment (except for high water trips originating above County Line and ending at Lovers Lane) would
count toward the daily limit of 50 passengers. The use season of Marcia 1 to October 14 allows outfitters
opportunities to run a limited amount of passengers daily from the school spring break period m March
through the busy summer season and into the fall foliage time. The 50 passengers per day limit assures
local residents that boating use will never reach high levels.
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Bosque (County Line to Embudo Station or Embudo South, winter) 50outfitted pas sengers per weekwill
be allowed m the Bosque segment from October 15 to February 28/29. This winter season provides a 4
month period with very limited outfitted boating, since public demand during this period is extremely low.

VISUAl, RESOURCES

Editorial Clarification - The Proposed Plan identified incorrect Visual Resource Management Class (VRM)
acreage oll page 2-15. The correct acreage, as properly described oll page 2-40 of the Proposed Plan, is
4,789 acres for Class II and 10,716 acres tbr Class 111.

Editorial Clarification - The Proposed Plan carried forward the VRM classifcations identified m the 1994
Amendment to the Taos Resource Management Plan. The Final Plan provides further clarification of the
VRM prescriptions for this area. If acquired, the area on the rim north of the Arroyo l londo drainage and
bounded by NM-68, the east rim of the Rio Grande Gorge and private lands to the north will be managed
tinder VRM Class I guidelines to maintain critical scenic values. All campgrounds and day use facilities are
below the rim, and will be managed as VRM Class Ill. The remainder of the recreation arca will bc managed
as VRM Class II.

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

The BLM will study the interaction between streamflow and riparian-aquatic habitat. The Taos Field Office
and La Jara Field Office will continue to work with BLM’s National Applied Resource Science Center to
study stream channel morphology and flows in order to assess the habitat’s ability to provide fbr fish and
wildlife resources, consistent with goals of state wildlife agencies, and determine where in the planning area
these goals can bc reasonably achieved;

BLM will take the lead to initiate a water resources group which will be encouraged to meet annually,
composed of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District, Colorado Division of Water Resources (Division
3), Colorado Division of Wildlife, San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, Rio Grande Con-idor Advisory
Committee, Rio Grande Restoration, New Mexico Environment Department, Colorado State Health
Department, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U. S. Geological
Survey to explore water quantity and quality issues in the planning con’idor.

PUBLIC ACCESS

Route 13211 will remain open if state lands underlying the route are acquired, since Route 132J (formerly
132C cast) does not connect with Route 132H as originally depicted on Map 7 of the Rio Grande Corridor
Proposed Plan. Route 132H was proposed to be closed if state lands wcrc acquired due to erosional
concerns. BLM will work with user groups to implement best management practices for this route to
mitigate erosional concerns. Route 132J will be closed, for the lack of a destination and watershed
protection.

Route 132K wits re-labeled as a separate segment from Route 132tt ;rod will remain open for mining claim
and recreational access.

BLM will pursue a right-of-way to provide for public access to the parking area near the confluence of the
Rio Grandc and the Rio Embudo. This action clarifies the intent to allow for public use and enjoyment of
this area, while protecting sensitive riparian resources from offhighway vehicle impacts.



CASUAL USES

Thc Final Phm does not contain specific prescriptions for commercial hot air balloon activities. A separate
environmental analysis of the proposals related to special recreation use permits for commercial hot air
balloon operations is ongoing. Additional public input will be requested prior to any decisions on these
proposals.

ALTERNATIVES

Four alternative managcmcnt plans were described and analyzed in the Draft Rio Grande Corridor Plan (Draft Plan).
These alternatives resolved nine planning issues that were identified by BLM and the public. Each alternative
presented a different management strategy ranging from an emphasis on rcsource use to a priority for environmental
protection. Under Alternative A, the no action alternativc, multiple-use managcmcnt would have continued in the
same rammer as currently exists. Alternative B would have provided an emphasis on sustaining or improving
biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. Altcrnative C would have given preference to developed recreation
opportunities and other resource uses. Alternative D, the preferred alternative, was designed to maintain and
enhance ecosystem health while optimizing recreational opportunities and other resource uses.

Following public and internal BI_,M comments on the Draft Plan, several changes were incorporated to formulate the
Proposed Plan/Final EIS. The decision is essenti;illy the Proposed Plan described in the Final EIS, with a few
modifications that resulted from protests received on the Final EIS.

ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM FURTHER STUDY

In addition to the four alternatives described in the Draft Plan, two additional proposals were considered but
eliminated fi’om further analysis:

1) The Colorado Environmental Coalition (CEC) submitted a "Citizens Management Alternative for protecting 
biological diversity and ecosystem health on the Rio Grande River Corridor". Many of the CEC proposals were

inchided in the scoping results and were considered during the development of the four alternatives. Other
proposals that were considered but eliminated were outside the scope of this planning effort.

2) The Rio Grande Restoration submitted a "Proposed Streamflow Enhancement Amendment" to the Rio Grandc
Corridor Plma. The amcndmcnt proposed that BLM immediately conduct instream flow studies as a basis for federal
reserved water rights claims, and provide for augmentation from the Closed Basin Project in Colorado of late summer
streamflows on the Rio Grande. The proposal as writtcn would have had detrimental thermal impacts to cold water
species, and was eliminated. BLM instead has committed to continue to work with water managers from Colorado
and New Mexico to develop long-tenn solutions to the complex water management issues, and to work with BLM’s
National Applied Resource Science Center to obtain information on the relationship between strcamflow and riparian
and aquatic habitat.

MITIGATION AND MONITORING

Some decisions in the Final Plan will require additional consideration of affected resourccs prior to implementation.
All reasonable measures will be taken to ensure that adverse impacts are mitigated in a manner consistent with the
prescriptions in the Final Plan. These prescriptions may bc supplemented during environmental analysis for site-
specific actions. Monitoring is discussed is specific resource sections of the Final Plan.



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public opinion has bccn thoroughly sought since the inception of this plan in 1994. Public participation efforts wcrc
described in detail on pages 5-4 and 5-5 of the Proposed Plan. A summary of that public involvement process, as
well as the inclusion of an additional opporttinity to provide input that is not a normal part of the process, the
informal protest period, follows:

Preparation of a public participation plan;
Federal Register notices of intent and availability;
Numerous formal and infbrmal meetings with stakeholders, with many of the meetings conducted by
contracted facilitators;
Interaction with citizen work groups in comnaunities near the Rio Grande;
Planning updatcs and informational mailings;
Fornaal public hearings and a total of 177 days (including 2 extensions) to review the [)raft Plan/EIS;
Numerous briefings with neighborhood associations and local, county, and state agencies;
A 30-day protest (for RMP-level actions) and informal protest (for Activity-level actions),

PROTEST RESOLUTION

Four protests mad 32 informal protests were filed during the protest period that ended October 5, 1998. All of the
protests and intbrmal protests were considered in the preparation of this Record of Decision. There were no
changcs added to the Final Plan based on the four protests that were forwarded to the Director of the BLM/br
resolution. The protests dealt only with RMP-Ievel actions, while the informal protests related to activity-level
actions. Several changes wcrc included in the Final Plan based upon the informal protests. The majority of the
informal protests addressed boating management.

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

Throughout the process BI~M has consulted informally and formally with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvicc under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended. The BLM prepared a Biological Assessment
(integrated within the FEIS) on the probable affects of implementation of the actions identified in this pl;m 
threatened and endangered species for review by the USFWS.

Following that review, USFWS issued a biological opinion on BI~M’s Biological Assessment. The Service provided
concurrence with the BLM detemfinations of"may aft~ct, but is not likely to adversely affect" for endangered or
threatened species occun’ing or potentially occurring within the planning area. This completes the tbrmal Section 7
consultation process.

CONSISTENCY

There arc no known or identified inconsistencies with the plans, programs, and policies of other fcdcral agencies and
of state and local governments. The 60-day Govemor’s consistency review period ended September 30, 1998. No
inconsistencies were identified. A concern was identified by Walter Bradley, Lieutenant Governor of New Mcxico
relating to the economic impact of reducing the number of outfitters providing recreational services. This issue was
resolved upon further clarification to Cecilia Abeyta at a BLM Resource Advisory Committee meeting that any
reduction in the number of outfitters would bc through attrition only, and that losses (up to the defined can’ying
capacity) would be absorbed by other outfitters.



CONCLUSION

’f’he Record of Decision constitutes lhe Bureau of Land Managcment’s final action on approving the Taos Resource
Management Plan amendments and activity-level management direction as contained in the Rio Grande Corridor

Final Plan. Any person adversely affected by a decision of the BLM in implementing any portion of this Plan may
appeal that action to the Interior Board of L;md Appeals pursuant to 43 CFR Part 4, at the time the action is proposed

for implementation.
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REPLY REFER TO:
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January 4, 2000

Dear Reader:

This document is the final version of the Rio Grande Corridor Plan, which provides management guidance for public
lands along the Rio Crrande in New Mexico (Taos Field ONce) and in Colorado (La Jara Field Office) and amends 
Taos Resource Management Plan. The plan provides a vision for managing the natural resources in the corridor from
La Sauses, Colorado to Velarde, New Mexico, and is the result of over 5 years of work with individuals, community
groups, the outfitting industry and federal, state and local governments. The enclosed final version of the Rio Grande
Corridor Plan is a refinement of the Proposed Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement published in August, 1998.

The planning process for the Rio Grande Corridor was concluded with the January 4. 2000 signing of the Record
of Decision approving the Taos Resource Management Plan amendments and the activity-level management direction
outlined in the Final Plan.

We appreciate the effort many of you have made to participate in the planning process. There will be many
opportunities for public involvement in implementing this plan. Continued public involvement in implementing
planned actions will allow us to effectively manage the public lands and resources in the Rio Grande Corridor.

Sincerely,

"P,6n-Huntsinger
Taos Field Manager La Jara Field Manager
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The Rio Grande Corridor Final Plan describes
strategies for managing the public lands and allocat-
ing resources along 94 miles of the Rio Grande and
some 43 miles of its tributaries (refer to Maps 1 and
2), The document describes amendments to the Taos
Resource Management Plan (RMP- 1988, also
amended in 1991 and 1994). The Final Plan and the

Environn~ental Impacl Statement were prepared
according to the requirements oi" the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act and the National
Environmental Policy Act. The Record of Decision
ibr the Final Plan was signed on January 4, 2000, and
is available from the Taos and I.a .lara Field Offices.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The Rio Grande Corridor planning area inch, des
public land within the Bureau of Land Managcment’s
(BLM’s) La .lara Field Office (formerly San Luis

Resource Area) in south-central Colorado and Taos
Field Office (Ibrmcrly Taos Rcsot, rce Area) in north-
central New Mexico. BLM managers in Colorado
and New Mexico recognized the interdependence of
the people, land and natural resources along the
northern portion of the Rio Grande and the
efficiencics of a single, cooperative, coordinated
resource planning effort. So f.his document is a little
different Ihan the usual because it includes two very
different levels of BLM planning. Through this
doct, mcnt the BLM prepared an activity-level
coordinated resource management plata for the public
land within the Rio Grande Corridor, and also
amended the Taos RMP. The San Luis RMP is not
being amended.

Planning efforts for tim Rio Grande Corridor formally
began in 1994, but the Final Plan is the result of

extensive public participation that began many years
earlier. Changes in recreation t, sc and public
dcm;md, wildlife habitat, and ecosystem caused
concerns have caused the BLM to take a
comprehensive look at its management of public land
within the Rio Grandc Corridor. Additional factors
contributing to the decision to prepare this plan
included RMP prescriptions for bodl field offices,
new management proposals that would not have been
in conformance with the Taos RMP and Public Law
103-242 (May 4, 1994). This Wild & Scenic" River
lcgislatkm added a 12-mile segment of the Rio
Grande (from the Taos Junction Bridge to just below
the County Line Recreation Site) to the National
Wild & Scenic River system. The legislation also
mandated a st, itability stt,dy of a 7.6-mile segment o1
the Rio Grandc bch)w the County Line Recreation
Site to the Velarde Diversion Dam for consideration
as a possible addition to the National Wild &Scenic
River System. Studies I\w these segments were not
inchlded in Ihe Taos RMP.

PLANNING PROCESS

The overall objective of resource management

planning as prescribed by the BLM Planning
Regulations (Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 1600) is to provide a sot, nd basis for
systematically evaluating and deciding uses of the
public lands. The BI,M develops three types of
plans: RMPs (and RMP Amendments), Activity Plans
(such as coordinated resource management plans),
and Project. Plans. This planning process included
both an amendment to the Taos RMP and an activity-
level plan for the Rio Grande Corridor planning area.

The process locuscd on planning issues, which are
significant problems, concerns, or opportt, nitics that
strongly affect management direction. Issues were
ktentified by the general public, American Indian
tribes, other ledcral agencies, state and local
governments; and BLM staIT and managers. The

following issues became the focal point of this plan:

Issue 1: In New Mexico only, determine the
suitability of and protective measures fl)," the wild and
scenic qualities of the Rio Grandc, Rio Embudo, and
12 streams arc legislative and planning mandates.

Issue 2: Protection of riparian areas; conflicts with
recreation, grazing, other resource uses and with the
development of recreational facililies.

Issue 3: Soils, vegetation, water quality, and terres-
trial and aquatic habitat are adversely affected by
recreation, grazing, mining, construction, and other
soil-compacting and surface-disturbing activities.

Issue 4: Historical and archaeological resources are
adversely affected by other resource uses.
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Issue 5: Scenic quality is threatened by human
activities and development..

fled, documented, stabilized, and interpreted in
response to increased visitation.

Issue 6: Recreation is a major and growing use of the
planning area that oflen conflicts with other public
and private resource uses.

Issue 7: Providing opportunities l~r commercial and
personal uses of public land in the planning area
conflicts with protecting natural arid scenic resources.

Issue 8: The public requires access to and througb
public land; however, this access has resulted in
unauthorized use of private land, degradation of
natural resources, and conflicts among users.

Issue 9: Determining proper levels of resource
interpretation and public education regarding
resource use,

DESIRED FUTURE CONDrI’IONS

Recreation and Facility Development
A variety of high-quality recreational opportunities
exist. BLM constracted new or remodeled facilities
to blend in with the natural landscapc at the l~obat.os
Bridge, Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde recreation areas,
and selected Lower Gorge sites. These facilities arc
now farther from the river/shoreline. In some areas,
facilities have been eliminated to meet resource
needs.

Although access to the Rio Grande is limited in some
areas, visitors continue to find opportunities for
solitude. Recreational use is restricted ira some
locations and managed to maintain uncrowded
conditions+ BI,M actions to control recreational use
and access (e.g., signing, public infommtion,
enforcement, and allocations) have resulted in
reduced conflict between users, landowners and
native species.

In additiol~ to the issues identified above, BLM
worked closely with the public to develop desired
t’uturc conditions liar the planning area. Following is
a bricl’ description of how the land and its uses would
likely appear to an observer 15 or more years in the
futureC what the desired future condition of the
planning area would be with implementation of the
Final Plan.

The Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde recreation areas and
selected parts of the Racecourse Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC) accommodate
intensive levels of recreation use; are clean, safe,
attractive, well-maintained; and provide access for
public land users (including those with disabilities).
The demand for full-service camping is met by
private industry on private land.

Protection and Enhancement o./" Natural, Historic,
Archaeologic and Scenic Resources

The landscape supports a diverse, healthy, natural
system represented by native communities of
vegetation with no increase in exotic plant species.
Critical and crucial habitats have been maintained
and enhanced. Vegetative modifications and use
restrictions have improved the health of the land,
including habitat, watershed function, and soil
stability. Approximately 95 percent of the total
riparian area is in proper functioning condition, and
the acreage of riparian areas has increased. AI-though
increased human preserice has influenced vegetative
communities and wildlife populations, the impacts on
these resources have been mitigated.

Scenic quality continues to be highly valued, enjoy-
ed by visitors and residents, and has been main-rained
or enhanced throughoul the area. Visual Resource
Management (VRM) classes have been assigned 
protect critical viewsheds. A number of
archaeological and historic sites have been identi-

Opportunities.lot Commercial and Personal Uses
These uses within the corridor arc compatible wilh
sustained biodiversity, a healthy ecosystem, and
scenic quality. The BI~M provides recreational
opportunities and emergency services, protects
natural resources and cultural values, and resolves
user conlqicts in partnership with local governments,
state and federal agencies, tribal governments, and
private landowners

Public Access
Public access to the Rio Grande has been limited, but
is provided in other areas where impacts on wildlife
and riparian vegetation are minimal.

Interpretation and Public Education
The BI.M shares responsibility for stcwardship with
residents, communities, visitors, and providers of
commercial recreation services to benefit public and
private laud. The presence of agency staff on the
ground enhances public sali:ty and customer service.
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From lhe issues and the desired future condition
statements, a Draft Plan was formulated, presenting
four alternative approaches to managing the public
lands in the Rio Grandc Corridor. Following the
conclusion of the comment period on the Draft Plan
in October 1997 and the subsequent analysis of the
comments, a Proposed Plan was released in September
1998. The Proposed Plan included a mixture of the
actions/prescriptions from various alternatives
presented in the draft. The protest period for the
l’roposcd Plan ended in October 1998 and minor

adjustments were made to develop the Final Plan.
There were no changes to the RMP amendments
outlined in the Proposed Plan.

The issuance of the Record oi’ Decision (ROD) and
Final Plan completes the planning process. The next
steps are implementation of the actions, preparation
of individual project, plans, and
monitoring/evaluating the results so necessary
adjustments in our implementation can be made to
better achieve the desired future condition.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public opinion has been sought frcqt,ently sought
since the inception of this plan in 1994. Public
participation efforts arc described in detail on pages
5-4 and 5-5 of the Proposed Plan. A summary of the
public involvement process follows:

C Preparation of a public participation plan;
C Federal Register notices of intent and availability;

C Numerous fl)rmal and informal meetings with
slakeholders, with many of the mcctings conducted
by contracted facilitators;

c Interaction with citizen work groups in
comnmnities near the Rio Grande;

c Planning updates and infornmtional mailings;
C Formal public hearings and a total of 177 days

(including 2 exlensions) to review the Draft
Plan/EIS;

C Numerous briefings with neighborhood
associations and local, county, and state agencies;
and

c A 30-day protest period (for RMP-lcvcl actions)
and informal protest period (t:or Activity-level
actions). The inforrnal protest period was an
additional opportunity for public input that is not
a normal part. o1’ the process.

IMPLEMENTATION

Progress on the Final Plan’s implementation will be
reported annually to the public. Persons adversely
affected by the implementation of a specific action
may appeal the implementation of that action.

Appeals nmst be made to the Interior Board of Land
Appeals (in accordance with 43 CFR 4.400-4.704)
when the action is proposed for implementation.

LIFE OF THE PLAN

The life of the plan is expected to be 15 years. The
Final Plan attempts to provide for adaptive manage-
ment as additional or unexpected challenges surface
and new informalion becomes available. The success

of adaptive management will be determined by the
willingness oi’ stakeholders to work together to
resolve conflicts.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AREA

Upper Gorge
The Upper Gorge begins at the La Sauses Cemetery in
Colorado, 22 miles north of the Colorado-New
Mexico state line, and extends for about 47 miles
along the Rio Grandc to its confluence with the Rio
Pucblo. In the northern part of the unit, the Rio
G,’andc flows past cliffs as high as 100 feet. The San
Lt, is Hills are the main geographic [iaatt, re to the west,
rising up to 900 feet above the plateaus surrounding
the river. To the east. are private lands (not included
within the planning area).

Eight miles north of the slate line, the Lobatos Bridge
marks the beginning of the Rio Grande Gorge. Here
the river cuts into the lava flows characteristic of the
Taos Plateau. By the time the river reaches New
Mexico, the gorge is 200 liact wide and about 150 fleet
dccp. In the Wild Rivers area, the gorge is nearly 0.5
milc across and 800 lizet deep. Consequently, access
in this section always has been limited to a few I~)ot
trails descending into the gorge and even fewer roads
st, itablc for vehicles. Limited access and varied
habitat have enabled significant populations of
raptors, waterfowl, and fish to flourish. Boaters often
refer to this upper part of the gorge as the "Ute
Mountain Rt, n." Lec Trail marks the last. place
boaters get out of the river before reaching more
difficult rapids on ihe Rio Grande.

The Wild Rivers Rccrcation Area is situated along 7
miles of the rim of the Rio Grande Gorge arid offers
some of the area’s most spectacular views. The area
between Chiflo and Little Arsenic is known locally as
the Upper Box. This section of the Rio Grande offers
some of the most diflicult Class V+ whilewater rapids
in the Southwest. After these rapids the river becomes
more navigable and is tel;erred to as l~a Junta section
(La Junta is Spanish for meeting and refers to the
confluence of the Rio Grande arid Red River).
Springs and seeps along this section add to the flow
of tile Rio Grande and help maintain a healthy
aquatic ecosystem. Anglers hike into the canyon
seeking some of the best fishing to be found on the
Rio Grandc.

At the John Dunn Bridge, La Junta section gives way
to the Taos Box, an 18-rnile-long stretch of the Rio
Grande that ends at the Taos Junction Bridge. The

Taos Box is a very popular Class Ill/IV whitewater
rt,n dr,ring spring and early st,mnler wllen runol’f
provides adequate flows. Several historical sites and
hot springs lie near the John Dunn Bridge. Wildlife

and riparian values diminish as a result of natural
geographic changes, but trophy-sized trout and an
occasional pike arc caught in this section.

Lower Gorge
The Rio Pueblo de Taos, also called the Little Rio
Grande, enters the gorge just above the Taos Junction
Bridge arid marks the beginning of the Lower Gorge.
In contrast, to the Upper Gorge where access by road is
limited to a few crossings, the Lower Gorge is easily
accessed by state highways along ils entire length.
Tile Lower Gorge is also ltluc]-i wider and more open
than the Upper Gorge and provides a richer riparian
environment.

The Lower Gorge has three distinct segments - Orilla
Verde, the Racecourse, and the Bosquc. Orilla Verde
Recreation Area makes up the first 5 miles of this
unit, where a paved road t~llows the canyon on the
east side of the river. This side of the river is
privately owned for approximately the first 2 miles
downstream of the Rio Pueblo and Rio Grandc
confluence. The west side is undevelopcd except ~br
the campground at rl’aos Junction.

The canyon opens up slightly in the Lower Gorge and
is about 700 to 800 feet deep. The gradient of thc
river decreases significantly in contrast to the kipper
Gorge. Wildliti:, particularly birds, are more
abundant in this wider riparian zone, and fishing and
other activities increase due to the ease of access.
Just downriver from Orilla Verde is the village of
Pilaf, where private land borders both sidcs of the Rio
Grandc for tile next mile.

The river turns abruptly southwest as it leaves Pilar
and enters the Racecourse, a 5mile-long reach with
mostly BLM-managcd lands bordering the river. NM
68, a major north-south route between Taos and
Espafiola, parallels the river south of Pitar. Near the
junction of NM 570 and NM 68 is the Rio Grande
Gorge Visitor Center with facilities for visitors to
Orilla Verde and the Racecourse. About a mile north
of the NM 570/68 intersection is thc Pilar North
Parking Area, used primarily by customers of
commercial river outfitters. Three private tracts of
land are located in the Racecourse scgmcnt, one of
which has scvcral homes.

The river’s gradient increases in the Racecot, rse
section as the result of the less erosive schist and
quartzite that form the walls of the gorge. Numerous
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Class Ill rapids exist for whitewater thrill seekers. The
BLM has developed two river access and recreation
sites to accommodate the heavy public use of the
Racecourse sectionC Quartzite (near the beginning of
tile Racecourse) and County Line (at the end of the
Racecourse). Between these two sites is the most
heavily boated section of river in New Mexico, with
boating use approaching 40,000 visitors per season.

The Bosque segment of the l,ower Gorge begins at
the County Line Recreation Site, where the gorge
again opens up and the river passes pastoral sur-
roundings of cottonwoods, fruit orchards, and private
homes that form the commt,nities of Rinconada and
Embudo. Only a few parcels of public land exist in
the next 6 miles. Boating use on this section is
significantly less than on the Racecourse section and
mainly consists of canoeists and rafters interested in a
I’lat-water boating experience.

The canyon narrows and turns south for the last 2
miles of the Lower Gorge, where BLM lands pre-
dominate once again. The abandoned Chili Line
Raih’oad parallels the river on tile west bank. The old
train stop at Embudo Station has been converted to a
restaurant/gift shop complex where the few float trips
that continue below the County Line Recreation Site

leave the river. The most significant recreational use
in this section is fishing. The Lower Gorge ends at
tile Velardc Diversion Dam.

Copper Hill
The Copper Hill area lies south and east of NM 68
and is named after Copper Hill, one of the higher
peaks in this area. Several streams that drain this
portion of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains character-
ize the unit, the most significant being the Rio
Embudo. Access in much of the unit is limited by the
steep, densely wooded terrain, and NM 75 is the main
route.

Tile Embudo Box is a remote, wild section of the Rio
Embudo between the NM 75 crossing and the mouth
of the canyon above Cafioncito. This section of river
is difficult to access and is little known except to
local residents and a few avid kayakcrs, hikers, and
anglers. The canyon possesses outstanding natural,
scenic, and ecological resources.

The Agua Caliente drainage supplies irrigation water
to the village of Pilar. This watershed is covered by
stands of pifion, juniper, ponderosa pine, aspen, and
Douglas fir, and contains notcworlhy riparian habitat.

1-7
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Most actions to bc implemented in the Rio Grandc
Corridor arc described in this section, under one of the
eight special management areas which cover nearly all
of the planning area.

Resource Management Plans (RMPs) have been
completed for the Colorado and Ncw Mexico por-
tions of the planning area. These broad-based plans
provide general managenlcnt direction for public
lands and are amended periodically as necessary. The
RMPs outline what uses can occur, list special
restrictions when needed, and present long-term
direction lot specific issues such as transportation
planning, land ownership adjustments, and facility
development. They also identify areas of public land
that warrant special consideration by BLM duc to
significant resources or opportunities.

The San Luis RMP, completed in 1991, provides
gt,idance l~r the planning arca in Colorado managed
by La Jara Field Office. No changes to this RMP were
made by the Rio Grande Corridor planning effort.
The actions described for Colorado are designed to
implement the prescriptions contained in the San
Ix,is RMP for three designated areas: the San Lt,is
Hills Area oi’ Critical Environmental Concern
(ACEC), Rio Grande Corridor ACEC, and the
somewhat overlapping Rio Grande Corridor Special
Recreation Management Area. The San Luis RMP
also recommends that BLM consider a joint study
and analysis in Colorado and New Mexico to dete>
mine whether the Rio Grande (41 miles in Colorado
and 57 miles in New Mexico) shot, ld be recom-
mended for designation as a National Conservation
Area (no congressional action is pending).

The Taos RMP (completed in 1988, amended for oil
and gas leasing in 1991, and for designation of the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area in 1994) provides
guidance for the planning area in New Mexico. In the
Rio Grande Corridor Plan, BLM has made sev-eral
amendments to the Taos RMP concerning spc-cial
management areas, ACECs and recreation areas:

The Riparian/Aquatic Special Management Area
(SMA) designation is rescinded lior lands within the
planning area. These areas and resources will be
protected by other designations or actions.

C The Wild_ Rivers SMA designation and the
Guadalupe Mountain ACEC designations are
rescinded, and replaced by an expanded Wild
Rivers Recreation Area.

c The Racecourse ACEC designation is rescinded. It
is replaced by the 16,351-acre Lower Gorge ACEC,
which also incorporates 629 acres formerly in the
Black Mesa ACEC.

c The 1988 designations for the Warm Springs SMA,
Agua Calicntc and Embudo Canyon ACECs and
Lower Embudo SMA are rescinded. They now are
included in the newly designated 17,280-acre
Copper Hill ACEC.

BLM will continue to use Supplementary Rules for
managing activities on public land in the Taos Field
Office (Federzd Register; May 10, 1996). These rules
generally are revised every five years, with an
opportunity for public input.. The next revision is
scheduled for 2000.
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SAN LuIs HILLS ACEC (COLORADO)

The San Luis Ilills Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC) covers about 36,380 acres 
publicly owned land which include Flat Top
Mountain and the San Luis Hills. The San Luis Hills
are known lbr their wetlands, big-game habitat, and
scenic quality.

ACCESS
Vehicle use in the ACEC is restricted to designated
roads or trails, as shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b (in back
pocket), and described in Table 3-1. An exception is
the semi-primitive, nonmotorizcd portion (12,000 acres)
on Flat "Fop Mountain, which is closed to motorized
vehicles.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock grazing will bc managed under guidelines
for Allotments 4245A, 4247, 4248, 4249, 4250, 4251,
4252, 4253, 4255, and 5256 (see Map 7 in the back
pocket and Table 3-4).

MINERALS
Continue to enforce the No Surface Occupancy
stipulation that has been placed for oil and gas

leasing and development on the semi-primitive,
nonmotorized Flat Top Mountain portion (2,000 acres)
of the ACEC. This same area will remain closed to
mineral materials disposal.

WATERSHED

A research program for special-status plants in this
ACEC will be developed.

WILDERNESS
The San lmis Hills Wilderness Study Area (WSA) 
located in the southern portion of the ACEC and
covers 12,300 acres. The BLM has recommended to
Congress that the area is not suitable lot wilderness
designation. Until Congress decides whether to
designate or not, BLM will manage the San Luis Itills
WSA portion of the ACEC under guidance in the
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines i~?)r

Lands Under Wilderness Review (1995). No actions
will be approved or new uses allowed that will impair
the area’s suitability for wilderness preser-vation.
Valid and existing activities are allowed to affect
wilderness characteristics in a WSA, if no unneccss~.ry
and undue degradation occurs.
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RIO G-RANDE CORRIDOR ACEC AND SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA (COLORADO)

The Rio Grandc Special Recreation Managemcnt
Area (4,595 public land acres) follows the river lot 
miles, beginning jusl south of La Sauses Cemetery
and cxtending to Ihe New Mexico state line. The
ACEC covers much of the same area, but its boundary
includes some public lands that are farther wcst of the
river. The 4,157 acres of public lands ill the ACE(;
wcrc designated to provide special managelnent lbr
the significant natural, scenic, and recreational values
along this stretch of the Rio Grande. The larger
recreation management area was designated to
provide river-oriented recreation opportunities and
facilities nccdcd to provide l\w safe visits.

ACCESS
Vehicles will be restricted to designated roads and
trails, which are shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b and
described in Table 3-1. All routes within riparian areas
between the La Sauses Cemetery and the Lobatos
Bridge (on the west side) have been dcsig-natcd 
closed to vehicle use. BI~M will treat about ~½ acre of
these closed routes to enhance riparian vegetation
recovery.

LAND OWNERSliIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
BLM will try to acquire additional acreage and access
tbr the SRMA by fee title methods (i.e., land
exchanges or acquisitions from willing sellers) or by
obtaining scenic casements (allowing landowners to
retain title to the land). See Table 3-2 for state/
private lands proposed for acquisition.

BLM will tenninate all waterpower site withdrawals in
the ACEC, ira legislative designation is made by
Congress to add this part of the Rio Grande to the
national Wild and Scenic River System.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock grazing will bc managed under guidelines

for Allotments 4245A, 4249, 4251, 4253, and 4255 (see
Table 3-41).

Grazing will still be allowed in the riparian areas of the
La Sauses (#4255), Pifion Hills (#4249), Mesa Common
(#4251), Pifion (#4245A and B), and Flat Top (#4253)
allotments at small water gaps (about 2.5 acres total).
The remainder of the riparian area in these allotments
would be allowed to rest until the standards for a
properly functioning riparian area were met on 124.5
acres. Once the standards arc met, grazing will be
allowed as long as a 4-inch stubble height on

herbaceous species is maintained through the May to
June high-water season, or no more than 20% of the
annual growth of woody ripm-ian species is used by
livestock, and the area’s ecological health is
maintained.

BLM will continue to work with local prNate and
public groups to eliminate unauthorized livestock
grazing in riparian areas by cattle moving from private
lands on the east side of the Rio Grande.

MINERALS
Continue to apply the No Surface Occupancy
stipulation to oil and gas lcasing and development,
continue closure of the ACEC to mineral material
disposal, and maintain the withdrawal from locatable
mineral entry.

PIJBLIC EDUCATION
At La Sauses, Lobatos Bridge, and other sites ira
Colorado, information will emphasize riparian
restoration, river-related resources, raptors, and
historic sites. Implement interpretation of sites
through Los Caminos Antiguos Historic and Scenic
Byway partnerships.

RECREATION
Scattered parcels of public land along the river in
Colorado between La Sauscs Cemetery and County
Bridge 142 will bc managed for their rccrcation access
potential, and developed as a part of the Special
Recreation Management Area. At La Sauses
Recreation Site and l,obatos Bridge, BLM will define
parking areas to limit riparian habitat damage. BLM
will continue efforts to acquire public access rights at
Lobatos Bridge.

RIPARIAN AREAS
BLM will manage the 22 miles of the Rio Grande in
Colorado for riparian protection. The agency’s goal is
to improve a total of 124.5 acres or 98% of the riparian
habitat to properly thnctioning condition within 10
years. The BLM will implement the following actions
to achieve this goal:

¢ Modify 4.25 miles of net wire fence in Colorado
along the state line to tacilitate big game migra-tion
and movement.

C Designate as closed to vehicle use all routes within
riparian areas between the I,a Sauses Cemetery and
the Lobatos Bridge (on the west side). In addition,
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the agency will treat about ½ acre of closed routes
to enhance riparian vegetation,

C Plant 10 acres with willows and three acres with
cottonwoods over the first five years following plan
approval to restore native species. Additional
plantings will bc undertaken as additional funding
and partnerships become available.

SCENIC QUALITY
Manage the foreground areas of the corridor as Visual
Resource Management Class II (see Tables 3-6 and
3-7).

WII,D AND SCENIC RIVERS
Protect outst;mding resource values by scckmg an
enduring ~brm of legislative protection (e.g., Wild and

Scenic River designation or National Conservation
Area designation) for the entire 41-mile-long river
corridor running through public lands in Colorado.

BLM has recommended a 22-mile segment of the Rio

Grande from the La Sauses Cemetery to the New
Mexico state line as suitable for designation, with 14
miles from the cemetery to the I~obatos Bridge as
scenic, ,and eight miles fi’om the bridge to the slate line
as wild. Until Congress designates these river
stretches, the BLM is managing this segment under
interim management restrictions to protect their wild
and sccnic values. The interim boundaries are 0.25
mile from the ordinary high-water mark on each side of
the river.
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RIO GRANDE AND RED WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

The Rio Grande and Red River in New Mexico wcrc
among the original eight rivers to be designated by
Congress in 1968 to initiate the National Wild and
Scenic River System. From the Colorado state line to
the Taos Junction Bridge, 50 miles of the Rio Grandc
are classified as wild, and 2.2 miles near the John Dunn
and Taos Junction Bridges are classified as
recreational. The lower 3.2 miles of the Red River also
are classified as wild, and the .75 mile below the Red
River Fish tlatchery is recreational.

In 1994, Congress amended the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act to include as a scenic segment the 12-mile-
long stretch of the Rio Grandc from the Taos Junction
Bridge to the west section line of Section 15, T 23 N, R
10 E, which is just past the County Line Recreation
Site. This document constitutes the management plan
and proposes boundaries for the 12-mile-long scenic
segment and will bc forwarded to Congress at the end
of the planning process.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT

No livestock grazing is permitted within the dcsi-nated
river corridors.

MINERALS

The designated portions of the Rio Grande and Red
River have been withdrawn from all forms of mineral
cntl2~.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
.]ohn Dunn Bridge: Post directional signs. Continue
weekend river ranger patrols to pemlit boating use,
provide information, and direct traffic. Place sign-ing
to support parking and use restrictions/
controls at the bridge and springs.

Manby Springs: Post interpretive signing to encour-
age protection of cultural resources. Acquire public
access to the trailhead at Manby Springs.

Congress also asked the BLM to study the eight-mile-
long Bosque Segment (actual mileage is 7.6) from
Rinconada to the Velarde Diversion Dam and report
within three years on its suitability for Wild and
Scenic River designation. A report on the Bosque
Segment is included in this document and will be
submitted to Congress (sec Appendix 3).

Many of the BLM’s actions being undertaken to
manage these Wild and Scenic Rivers are described
under the following Special Management Areas in this
chapter: Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Recrca-tion
Areas, and the Lower Gorge ACEC. The actions
below affect lands that fall outside these other
designated areas.

ACCESS
Vehicle use is limited to the designated roads shown
on Maps 6-b, c, and d (in back pocket) and described
in Table 3-1. l liking trails provide the majority of
access opportunities along the segments classified as
wild - see the Recreation section below.

LANI) OWNERSHIP AND REAI,TY ACTIONS
BI~M will attempt to acquire all state lands through
exchange, and will work with willing priwtte land-
owners to acquire properties with a priority on
undeveloped lands and/or those with high-value
resources (scc Table 3-2).

Rio Grande Gorge Bridge: Develop, in partnership
with New Mexico State ltighway and Transportation
Department, interpretive signing on the bridge and
parking areas which provide infonnation about the
bridge, how the Rio Grande Gorge has affected
transportation in north-central New Mexico, the
region’s geology, watchablc wiktlife in the area, and a
brief history of the Nation’s Wild mad Scenic River
system.

Other public education actions will be implemented in
the Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Recreation Areas and
the Lower Gorge ACEC.

RECREATION

Prohibit commercially guided fishing along the Rio
Grande from Chiflo Trail to Big Arsenic Trail
(year-round) to protect fisheries resources, and on the
Ute Mountain Segment (fi-om April 1 to May 311) 
protect sensitive wildlife breeding areas.

The West Rim Trail will be extended north from the Rio
Grande Gorge Bridge to Chiflo in the Wild Rivers
Recreation Area. The segment between John Dram
Bridge and Cerro Chiflo will be closed from May I to
July 31 to protect big game species.

Improve the Ute Mountain, East Rim, Lee, Chiflo,
Shceps Crossing, Miners, Red River, and Manby
Springs Trails, the river trail between the John Dunn
Bridge and Manby Springs, and the Powcrlme Trail.
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Sign at trailheads only.

Coordinate with Taos Pueblo in locating an East Rim
Trail bctwccn the Rio Grandc Gorge Bridge and the
Taos Junction Bridge.

No parking or overnight use (including camping) will
be allowed within 300 feet of existing trailheads or
trail descent points to protect, wildlife migration
corridors and access routes to water. The BLM will
install appropriate signs to inform users of the
restriction. Restrictions on overnight use will not
apply to the Raven or Powerline trailheads or to the
trailheads on the east rim of the gorge within the Wild
Rivers Recreation Area.

Close the John Dunn Bridge Recreal.ion Site to
camping. Additional sites could be closed if mon-
itoring indicates that resource damage is occurring
that could not be mitigated in other ways.

BLM will coordinate with Taos County and the
Hondo Mesa Neighborhood Association t.o determine
a management strategy for the Manby Springs
easement area.

RIPARIAN AREAS
BLM will manage the Wild and Scenic River cor-ridors
to conserve or enhance riparian vegetation through
controls on vehicle use, plantings, and removal of
noxious weeds or invasivc, non-native plants.

SCENIC QUALITY
The public lands adjoining the wild segments of the
Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic Rivers will be
managed following are classified as Visual Resource
Managcmcnt (VRM) Class I guidelines. The

developed rccrcation sites, inchlding the BI~M

Visitor Centers, campgrounds, river access sites, and
day use sites are VRM Class III. VRM Class II applies
to the remaining portions of the Wild and Scenic
River corridor (see Table 3-6 for definitions).

To preserve scenic quality, the BLM will acquire
state and private land in the Corridor (both surface
and subsurface) when owners are willing to sell (refer
to Table 3-2 for a list of these parcels). BLM will
maintain the right-of-way corridor near the Rio
Grande Gorge Bridge and prohibit, new right-of-way
crossings elsewhere.

WATERStlED
Fire suppression will be limited to those mcthods least
disturbing to soils and vegetation. Fuelwood and
timber sales will not be allowed unless such action
would enhance watershed resources. Recrca-tion
sites will be designed or rebuilt to control erosion,
particularly at sites used for river access.

WILDLIFE
Construct cable grates on the mine entry at Black Rock
Springs and at the E1 Poso Cave entrance to protect
bats from human contact. The agency will allow
scientific studies only - the caves will be closed to the
general public.

Protect southwestern willow flycatcher ten’itories
through implementation of the Southwest Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan, 1998.

Introduce a rcproducing population of river otter into
the Upper Gorge in coordination with the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish and Colorado
Department of Wildli re.
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WILD RIVERS RECREATION AREA (NEW MEXICO)

The expmldcd Wild Rivers Recreation Area is tile most
intensively used area in the Upper Gorge. It includes
portions of the Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic
Rivers (3,209 acres), the original Wild Rivers
Recreation Area (12,060), the former Guadalupe
Mountain ACE(; (11,363 acres) and adjacent public
lands (2,034 acres). Private and state land adjacent 
¢)1- enclosed by the new boundary also will be included
if they arc acquired (1,565 acres), bringing the area’s
total potential public land acreage to 20,231.

About 90% of the area is in a natural condition with
the remaining 1(1% developed for intensive recrea-tion
use. The Wild Rivers Recreation Area was first
developed for visitor use in 1962, with the
construction of roads, trails and facilities under the
temporary management of the New Mexico State Parks
and Recreation Commission. BLM rcassumed
management responsibility of the area in 1969.
Recreational activitics include hiking, fishing, cmnp-
ing, picnicking, biking, sightseeing, kayaking, float-
boating, roller blading, wildlife viewing, and nature
study.

A 13-nlilc-long paved road, nationally designated as
the Wild Rivers Back Country Byway, provides the
main access to the recreation area. Paved road access
is also available through the Red River Fish Hatchery,
and access to trails is available via Forest Road 9 on
Cebolla Mesa and other primitive roads on the west
side of the Rio Grandc Gorge.

The Wild Rivers Visitor Center is staffed daily from
May through September, and on weekends during the
low-use season. Twenty-two developed campsites are
located along the rim &the Rio Grandc and Red River
at four campgrounds and the La Junta Point Overlook.
These sites provide sheltered picnic tables, cooking
grills, water, pit toilets, and trail access to the river
canyons. Five overlook sites have bccn developed,
including La Junta Point; two of these also serve as
overflow campgrounds. Nineteen primitive cmnpsites
are located within the river canyons and arc accessible
only by trail. Camping in the canyons is limited to
these designated sites, which arc equipped with
sheltered picnic tables, cooking grills, and pit toilets.

Within the Recreation Area, 26.5 miles of main-tained
trails arc available, including six trails that provide
access to the river canyons, two multi-use rim trails,
and two interpretive rim trails. One trail climbs
Guadalupe Mountain to an area designated tbr

primitive camping. Fourteen miles of rim trail are open
to mountain biking, five miles of canyon trail are open
to equestrian use, and 11 miles of rim trail are open to
cross-country skiing. Wheelchair access is awulable
to the La Junta Point Overlook.

Two sections of land within the recreation area arc
owned by the State of New Mexico. One section
contains BLM recreational facilities allowed by the
State under a cooperative agreement. Both sections
are leased for grazing and contain minimal grazing
developments. One parcel of private land lies along
the western boundary of the recreation area; it is used
for grazing and occasional hunting.

ACCESS
Vehicle use is limited to roads and trails designated
open in 1994, as shown on Map 6-c (back pocket) and
listed in Table 3-1.

To provide and maintain a safe and efficicnt road
network, the loop drive was upgraded for rccrea-tional
vehicle use. All paved roads will be resur-faccd in
2001. Secondary roads providing access to
campgrounds and trailheads will be graded to provide
crowns, ditches, and gravel surfaces (on-going);
parking areas will be defined to discourage random
parking; and ’.mnual maintenance will be provided.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY AC’HONS
Private and state lands within the Recreation Area will
be acquired through easement, exchange or purchase
if there are willing sellers (see Table 3-2). BLM will
exclude new rights-of-way unless needed tbr
administering recreation sites.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Manage livestock grazing on Allotments 6(/3,606, 608,
640 and 641 as described in the Allotment
Management Plans in Table 3-4. Grazing will bc
eliminated in the Loop Road area of Allotment 606
once vegetative treatments (partially completed) havc
restored grasslands to the southwest of Guadalupe
Mountain.

MINERALS
Maintain withdrawal from locatable mineral entry and
mineral material disposal. Maintain the closure to oil
and gas leasing on 5,000 acres (the developed rim
areas); in the remainder of the Recreation Area, oil
and gas leases would be issued with a No Surface
Occupancy stipulation.
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PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
Protect and interpret select prehistoric and historic
sites within the recreation area by conducting a 100%
class 111 inventory, excavating/interpreting select
sites for visitors, and taking active steps to protect
sites. Appropriate sites will be nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Environmental education will bc the primary method of
developing user awareness and a sense of stew-
ardship that will contribute to preserving the quail-tics
of the recreation area.

Sufficient visitor information and regulatory signing
will be provided to meet current and future needs
while protecting scenic quality. Sign needs will be
reviewed each year mad new signing installed as
required.

Displays at the Wild Rivers Visitor Center will be
updated to describe geology, human settlement,
wildlife and habitats, and resource management issues
such as human manipulation of vegetation and use of
fire as a management tool.

BLM will increase ranger patrols at La Junta Point to
provide more contact with visitors, maintain self-
guided nature trails, and install interpretive signing to
orient the visitor and provide infon’nation on the
rivers, watcbable wildlife and habitats.

An entry sign will bc installed at the main entrance to
the Recreation Area to orient the visitor to the arca’s
opportunities. As use increases, BLM will consider
developing a small entry station to provide enhanced
visitor services and collect fees.

An amphitheater was completed in 1988 near the
visitor center to provide for ml outdoor lecture area for
quality programs for visitors and area residents.

RECREATION
Supervision, maintenance and visitor services
necessary to operate an efficient, sale and enjoyable
Recreation Area will be provided throughout the year.
A variety of hosted workers st, ch as volunteers will
continue to be used to supplement the work of paid
staff.

Boating Managenwnt: Outfitted and private boater
use will be managed under guidelines described in
Chapter 4.

Casual Uses: All but the Guadatupe Mountain area

will remain closed to bunting, trapping, and the
discharge of firearms, in cooperation with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish.

Fishing: Commercial fishing access will bc closed in
the Wild Rivers Recreation Area on the Rio Grande
from Chiflo downstream to Big Arsenic Trail. Fishing
access will be enhanced along the Red River by
upgrading the trail from the Red River Fish Hatchery
downstream to the confluence with the Rio Grande. It
will only be maintained to primitive standards, with
construction limited to the use of hand tools and the
minimum work necessary to define the trail. The trail
system along the rivers will bc maintained to provide
access to the river and to disperse use.

Camping~Picnicking: All camping will take placc in
developed or desigmated sites or areas. BLM will meet
user demand with the minimum number of
well-designed campgrounds and campsites nccdcd to
accommodate motorized and non-motorized access.
All tacilities on the rim will be fully accessible.
Existing campgrounds will be redesigned and ex-
panded, although priority will be on maintenance of
existing facilities over new construction. When
redesign is called for, sites which block public access
to the rim area or to trails will be relocated. Large RVs
will be accommodated at El Aguaje campground. An
overflow camping area will bc designated, and
additional campsites added when the expanded
campgrounds reach 80% of their capacity during the
high-use months of July and August (this threshold
was reached in 1994 and 1995). No more th;m 15
additional sites will be added on the rim. The group
campsite at El Aguaje campground will be expanded to
accommodate 50 people. Three rcstrooms will bc
developed with showers if water rights arc obtained.

Conflicts between day and overnight users will be
addressed by clearly marking areas for day or
overnight use. La Junta, Chaw.’d’.mna and the visitor
center are the primary day use areas. As needed,
parking areas will be designated or constructed to
separate day uses such as hiking from the developed
campsites. Each campground will bc kept to three
acres or less, with capacity limits established to
preserve opportunities for privacy. Additional picnic
tables will be provided at Sheeps Crossing and Chiflo
when they reach capacity at least half the time during
the high use period of July and August.

In the river canyons, adequate camping opportunities
will be provided without compromising the arca’s
solitude. Campsites in the canyon will not exceed two
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per acre, no new shelters will be constructed, and
shelters visible fi’om rim viewpoints will be removed as
they deteriorate, or repaired and relocated. A
reservation system will be considered when use
warrants.

Public water supplies, including springs, will be
monitored in accordance with State water quality
standards. Personnel will be certified to meet State
water system operator requirements.

"l’rails: Hiking opportunities will bc provided for those
who do not wish to descend into the canyon, and
maintain the loop trail connecting the visitor center
and all campgrounds/day-use sites.

Pack stock will only bc allowed on I,ittle Arsenic Trail
and short portions of the River Trail as needed to
access the Rio Grande.

Mountain bike trails have and will be developed
where not in conflict with other trail uses. Signing,
fencing and barriers will be installed/maintained as
needed to control vehicle use. In 1992 the
Rineonada Trail was constructed with funds provided
by the New Mexico State Highway and
Transpo,’tation Department, and was widened in 1999
with additional funds from the same source.

BLM will construct the Pescado Trail from the Wild
Rivers Visitor Center to the Red River Fish llatchery,
if trespass concerns of hatchery personnel can be
mitigated.

The Ute Mountain, East Rim, Lee, Chiflo, Shceps
Crossing, Miners, Red River, and Manby Springs
Trails, the river trail belween the .Iohn Dunn Brklge
and Manby Springs, and the Powerline Trail will be
improved. Signs will be installed at all trailheads.

SCENIC QUALITY
The wild segments of the Rio Grande and Red Wild
and Scenic Rivers will be managed under Visual
Resource Management Class l guidelines. VRM Class
III will apply to the developed recreation sites (21
acres), and VRM Class II will apply to the remaining
public lands in the Recreation Area (see Table 3-6 for
definitions).

To protect scenic quality, restrictions on use have
been established, such as right-of-way exclt, sions and
protective withdrawals (described above under Land
Ownership). Scenic quality will be a primary
consideration in facility design. There will be no new

developments in the "loop area". Specifications for
proposed structures will consider size, shape,
materials, color and basic harmony with the existing
landscape. Existing structures, such as the Federal
Aviation Administration garage, will bc repainted or
relocated to meet visual rcqt, irements.

WATERSHED

Woodlands and shrub grasslands will be treated to
promote forest and watershed health. Fire suppres-

sion and mechanical thinning will be limited to the
methods least disturbing to soils and vegetation.
Noxious weeds will be suppressed t, sing methods
deemed most effective for the particular species, bul
herbicides wot, kl be used only as a last resort.

WILDLIFE
Emphasize wiktlife viewing as a principle use in the
recreation area by promoting habitat improvement
projects that will enhance the abundance and variety
of wildlife in the area.. Opportunities for the public to
observe wildlife will be enhanced by controlling
facility development, installing bird baths and nest-
ing boxes in high use areas, and improving habitat for
the reintroduction of sclcct.ed species such as
pronghorn and sage grouse. Such re-introductions
will be in cooperation with the New Mexico Depart-
mcnt of Game and Fish. Fencing and creation of a
wetland environment are the types of actions required
to meet this objective.

Other wildlife-related actions to be taken include
implementing the San Antonio-Pot Mountain habitat
inanagement plan; locating trails and other facilities
to optimize wildlife viewing opportunities; avoiding
development in sensitive wildlife habitats;
expanding the no-hunting zone to include all but the
west rim area; and limiting fuelwood and timber sales

to those that will enhance wildlife habitat.

In the river canyons, BLM will manage the aquatic
habitat to achieve the rivers’ full potential for
fisheries by conducting studies on minimal and
optimum flows.

Parking or overnight use (including camping) will
not be allowed within 300 feet of existing trailhcads
or trail descent points, as appropriate, to protect
wildlife migration corridors and access routes to
water. The BI,M will install appropriate signs to
inform users of the restriction. Restrictions on
overnight use will not apply to the Raven or Power-
line trailheads or to those on the east rim of the gorge
within the Wild Rivers Recreation Area.
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ORILLA VERDE RECREATION AREA (NEW MEXICO)

Orilla Verde Recreation Area provides access for a
variety of activities including camping, fishing,
swimming, boating, bird-watching, hiking, and general
sightseeing along part of NM 570.

The east side of the river is privately owned for about
the first two miles downstremn of the confluence of
the Rio Pueblo and Rio Grande. Camping is allowed
within the recreation area only at designated sites.
The west side of the river throughout the recreation
area is undeveloped except for the cm’npground at
Taos Junction Bridge and two designated primitive
camp sites. Four campgrounds are on the cast side of
the river at Petaca, Arroyo Hondo, Orilla Verde (which
inchldes a visitor station and storage yard), and Pilar.
Each site has picnic and overnight camping facilities,
rcstrooms, and (except at An’oyo I londo) drinking
water. Public pay telephones are available at the Taos
Junction and Orilla Verde campgrounds, as arc group
shelters that accommodate up to 50 people.

Boating access is provided at four locations..the
Taos Junction, Orilla Verde, and A1Toyo Hondo
campgrounds, and at the Lone Juniper Recreation Site,
which is designated for primitive camping.

ACCESS
Vehicle access is limited Io designated routes of
travel as shown on Map 6-d and listed in Table 3-1.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Grazing will be managed under guidelines shown in
Table 3-4 for Allotments 517 and 626 (shown on Map 
in the back pocket). No livcstock use will be pemaitted
within the Gorge.

MINERAI,S

Continue closure of the Recreation Area to locatable
naineral entry. The No Surface Occupancy stipulatiot~
for oil and gas leasing and development would bc
applied to any leases issued covering this area.

Except for recreational gold panning and a building
stone site at Arroyo Hondo (T 24 N, R 1 I E, Section
24), the removal or collection ot- rocks or mineral
material will not be allowed.

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Cornplete an inventory of cultural resources and
provide interpretation where feasible. The highest
priority Ibr inventory will bc areas of intensive
recreation use.

PUBLIC li]I)UCATION

The Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center and selected sites
throughout the Recreation Area will be used to
provide visitor information and environmental
education on the Rio Grande Gorgc, its history,
resources and uses.

Shoreline access at will be restricted at selected
locations in Orilla Verde Recreation Area to protect
bird habitat. Restrictions will be passive (e.g., by
closing off adjacent parking areas or obliterating signs
of trails).

LAND OWNERSHIP AND REALTY ACTIONS

BLM will attempt to acquire the following lands if
landowners consent:
¢ Private land adjacent to the Taos Junction Bridge

(within T 24 N, R 11 E; portions of eight protracted
sections totaling approximately 2,510 acres);

C Private land within T 24 N, R 11 E, Sections 22, 23,
29, 32 (approximately 260 acres); mad

C State land within T 24 N, R 11 E, Section 2
(approximately 271 acres).

The Recreation Area is closed to new rights-of-way,
except for underground utilities and New Mexico State
Highway and Transportation Department road-
maintenance activities.

Rio Grande Go~ge Visitor Center: Provide displays,
including interactive videos, about the Rio Grandc
Gorge’s recreation opporttlnitics, history and re-
sources. Promote visitor etiquettc toward resources
and education about local cttstom and culture. The
visitor center will serve as a hub for environmental
education with local and visiting school groups, and
formal presentations will be given on a variety of
topics of interest to visitors and local residents.

Taos Junction Bridge: Acquire land or make a land
use agreement and put interpretive signing in place to
describe the site’s history, river ethics, and leave no
trace practices. Provide BLM ranger presence,
including guided hikes.

La Vista Verde Trail: Install a sign at the trailhead
about hiker safety, cultural resources protection and
vegetation.

Orilla Verde Campground: Replace the current
contact station with an unstaffcd facility to provide
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exhibits describing the area’s recreation opportuni-
ties, sites of interest, riparian ecosystem, cultural
resources, safety, wildlife, geology, and native plants.
A nearby volunteer host site will allow for personal
visitor contacts in summer.

RECREATION
Boating: Enforce the supplemental rule that pro-hibits
motorized travel on the river by prohibiting hovercrat’c
or motorized boat launching on public lands. Outfitted
and private boaters will be managed under guidelines
described in Chapter 4.

Casual Uses’: Continue the closure to hunting,
trapping, and the discharge of firearms within the
recreation area, in cooperation with the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish.

Fishing: Provide universal fishing access at one or
two locations in the Recreation Area, and improve
trails to the river from parking areas along NM 570 to
provide safer access.

Camping and Picnicking: Camping in the Orilla Verde
Recreation Area will be allowed only at developed
campgrounds, and at designated primitive sites at
I,one Juniper and selected sites on the west side of the
river.

All campgrounds will be rebuilt to improve acces-
sibility, provide additional sites where space allows,
and provide additional services such as more group
sites, RV hook-ups, dish washing stations, and

restrooms with showers. Each campground will have
a host/information facility with full hookt, ps, Host
facilities may be provided at major river access sil.cs if
use warrants.

A fully developed campground with 9 to 13 sites
including at least one group site will be constructed
near the historic stagecoach stop northeast of the

bridge, if the private land adjacent to the Taos
Junction Bridge is acqt, ired.

Trails: BLM will design and construct La Cicneguilla
Trail from Pilaf campground to the Taos Jr, notion
Bridge Area, and continue to maintain La Vista Verde
Trail. Short trails used to access the shoreline will bc
maintained to the minimum extent necessary to assure
safety.

SCENIC QUAIATY
The rim area boundcd by New Mcxico Highway 68
(NM 68), the north rim of Arroyo Hondo, and the rim
of the Rio Grande Gorge (if acquired) will bc managed
under Visual Resource Management Class l
guidelines; campgrounds and developed day-t,sc
areas along the river under Class III guidelines; and
the remainder of the area under Class It guidelines.

WATERSHED
Fire suppression activities will be conducted in a
manner least disturbing Io soils and vegetation. A
strategy will be developed to control tamarisk and
noxious weeds and reestablish native vegetation to
improve biodiversity within the Recreation Area.

Water rights for springs in Arroyo Hondo Canyon,
east. of NM 68 near the Horseshoe Curve, will bc
acquired if owners are willing to sell.

WILDLIFE AND FIStIERIES HABII"AT
Restrict shoreline access in designated areas, and
close selected side channels to boating use to protect
bird habitat.

14uman use on public land in the big-game migratory
corridor within Arroyo Hondo Canyon (near
I torseshoe Curve) will not be encouraged.

Protect southwestern willow flycatcher territories
through implementation of the 3buthwest Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan, 1998.
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LOWER GORGE ACEC (NEW MEXICO)

This ACEC covers 16,351 acres of public land along a
14-mile-long stretch of the Rio Grande frora the village
of Pilaf to the Vclarde Diversion Dam, and includes
important riparian habitat along both sides of the
river. The designation recognizes the area’s value for
recreation, wildlife habitat, and riparian vegetation.
The majority of the lands within the 12-mile-long
segment of the Rio Grandc Wild and Scenic River
designated in 1994 arc within the ACEC. This new
ACEC will encompass the fbrmcr Racecourse ACEC

(1,355 acres) and 663 acres of the Black Mesa ACEC.
Its boundary also encloses 5,127 acres of private and
state lands which BI, M will try to acquire. The
boundary of the Black Mesa ACEC has been adjusted
to exclude the portion transferred to the new ACEC.

ACCESS
Vehicle use is limited to designated roads and trails
which are shown on Map 6-e (back pocket). BLM
will work with the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation l)epartment to identify safe pullouts
for sightseeing and parking along NM 68 arid 570.
Road improvements will be recommended to in-
crease safety, such as marked driveway entrances,
turning lanes, or road work to increase line of sight
distances at dangerous hills or turns.

I,AND OWNERSIIIP AND REALTY ACTIONS
Acquire selected private lands within the ACEC
boundaries, if landowners are willing to sell,

Allow disposal of about ~½ acre in T 23 N, R l0 E,
Section 19 to address community needs and
approximately five acres in T 24 N, R 11 E, Section 33
in Pilar for community purposes and a trash transfer
site. Otherwise, the remainder of the ACEC will be
withdrawn from the public land laws.

New rights-of-way will be excluded unless needed to
administer recreation sites or to provide access or
utility service to private or state lands where it was
otherwise not possible. Utilities will bc underground
only and will be co-located with roads,

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Grazing will be managed under guidelines described
in Table 3-4 for Allotments 503,514, 516, 517 and
636 (see Map 7 in back pocket for locations). 
grazing will be permitted within the ACEC’s riparian
and wetland areas.

MINERALS
Withdraw the ACEC from mineral entry and close it to
mineral material disposal, The ACEC is closed to
mineral leasing.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Pilar North Parking Area: Provide river ranger
patrols and limited informational signing.

Quartzite Recreation Site: Develop interpretive signs
describing key resources and river characteristics, and
increase river ranger presence.

Racecourse Parking Sites: Provide interpretive signs
at larger sites receiving the heaviest visitor use, and
focus on Wild and Scenic River management, watch-
able wildlife, and natural and cultural features of
interest.

CounO, Line/Rinconada Overlook: Provide signing
focusing on riparian area protection.

Lover’s Lane: Increase patrol of the site.

Embudo Station: Provide some patrol and interpre-
tive signing on river use, local history, and good
neighbor guidelines in cooperation with landowners.

RECREATION
Boating: Outfitted and private boaters will be
regulated by the guidelines described in Chapter 4,

Camping and Picnicking: (;lose the Quartzite Re-
creation Site to camping. No camping will be allowed
within 100 ~bet of the river between the County Line
Recreation Site and the Velarde Diver-sion Dana,
including the County Line and Lover’s Lane sites.
Additional sites could be closed if monitoring
indicates that resource damage is occur-ring that can
not be mitigated in other ways.
Provide day-use lacilities at the south end of the
County Line Recreation Site to accommodate fishing
and picnicking and, if use warrants, install a t, ni-
versally accessible restroom.

Fishing: Provide universal fishing access at the
Quartzite and/or County Line Recreation Sites (away
fi’om the launch/takeout areas), and at l,over’s Imae.
hnprovc trails to the river from parking areas along
NM 68 to provide safer access.

Trails: BLM will conduct a feasibility study in
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cooperation with the New Mexico State Highway

and Transportation Department for a pedestrian
underpass or overpass bct.wcen the Rio Grandc Gorge
Visitor Center and the Quartzite Recreation Site.

Continue to improve foot trails from the NM 68
parking areas to river sites. Where terrain allows,
Bl ,M will provide a trail between parking sites I.o
facilitate access.

Develop or improve the Rinconada Hill Trail,
following old roads from the County l~ine Recreation
Site northeast to the Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center.

RIPARIAN RESOURCES

BLM’s goal of improving riparian conditions will be
achieved by closing several sites to vehicles, includ-
ing the public lands at the confluence of the Rio
Grandc and Rio Embudo, an cast shore vehicle pullout
located ’/2 mile south of Embudo Station, and the
pullout located.just upstream from the Vclardc
Diversion Dam. The riparian area at Lovers’ Lane will
bc closed to vehicles, and adjacent private lands, if
acquired.

SCENIC QUALITY
Continue application of Visual Resource M anage-ment
Class It guidelines on all public lands in the

ACEC, except at recreation sitcs (tbur acres) which will
be managed under VRM Class III guidelines.

To protect the visual quality of the ACEC, rights-of-
way in the ACEC will be strictly limited and the arca
withdrawn from public land and mining laws. BLM will
redesign and landscape the Pilaf North Parking Area
and developed recreation sites, rcvegctatc closed
roads, and rehabilitate the old mining site near the
Taos Junction Campground. BLM will develop
partnerships with the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department and Public Scrvicc
Company of New Mexico to improve the appearance
of the NM 68 and 570 rights-of-way and the gas line
parallel to NM 68.

WATERSHED

Shrub grasslands will be burned to improve water-
shed health. Noxious weeds will be suppressed with
methods deemed most effective. Herbicides will bc
used only as a last resort. Any unplanned fires will bc
extinguished within the full-suppression zone. in the
rest of the ACEC, fire prescriptions and bum plans will
be developed to meet vegetation management
objectives.

WII,DLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT

Protect southwestern willow flycatcher territories
through implementation of the Southwest Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan, 1998.
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COPPER HILL ACEC (NEW MEXICO)

lhis area, covering 17,280 acres of public lands south
and east of NM 68, is named after Copper Hill, one of
the highcr pcaks in this area. Several strcams that
drain this portion of the Sangrc de Cristo Mountains
characterize the unit, the most significant being the
Rio Embudo. Access in much of the unit is limited by
the steep, densely wooded terrain, but NM 75 is the
main route.

The ACEC includes the now-rescinded Warm Springs
(12,567 acres) and Lower Embudo Special
Management Areas (SMAs), and the Agua Caliente
(664 acres) and Embudo Canyon (1,212 acres) ACECs.
The new ACEC is divided into four zones:

Thc Agua Caliente Protection Zone, which
includes the area from the south boundary of the
Agua Caliente Wild and Scenic River Study Area
north to the ACEC boundary. The Agt,a Calicntc
drainage supplies water to the village of Pilar thal is
used for inigation. This watershed is covered by
stands o f pifion, juniper, ponderosa pine, aspen,
and Douglas fir, and contains noteworthy riparian
and fish habitat.

The Rio Embudo Protection Zone, which includes
the area from the north boundary of the Rio
Embudo Wild and Scenic River Study Area south to
the ACEC botmdary. The Embudo Canyon is a
deep, five-mile-king box canyon with outstanding
scenic, wildlife, and recreation values. Since
designation of the SMA, inventory has shown that
the area also contains critical habitat for thc
Mexican spotted owl.

The Lower Embudo Cultural Protection Zone, which
covers the same 498 acre area as the former Lower
Embudo SMA. It encompasses portions of the river
valley as well as flat terraces and rolling hills
overlooking it. The area contains archaeological
sites dating lo the Coalition Period (AD. 1200-
1325); three of these are small pueblos with
associated agricultural and special-use areas.

The Central Protection Zone, which covers the
remainder of the ACEC (refer to Map 4 for the
boundaries of the Wild and Scenic River Study
Areas).

ACCESS
Vehiclc usc is restricted to designated roads and trails
(scc Map 6-c tbr desigmations, and Table 3-1). BLM
will try to acquire administrative access to Agua

Caliente for fisheries management.

LAND OWNERSHIP AND rEal,’rv ACTIONS
State and prwate lands within the ACEC will bc
acquired by purchase or exchange with willing owners.

New rights-of-way will only be allowed in the Central
Protection Zone, and will be excluded in the remainder
of the ACEC.

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT

Livestock in Allotment 521 will be managed under
guidelines shown in Table 3-4. When the current
permittee chooses to stop grazing, the permit will be
retired.

MINERALS

The ACEC will be withdrawn from the public land and
mineral entry laws. Mineral leasing will only be
allowed within the Central Protection Zone.

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

A Class III (100%) cultural rcsourccs inventory will 
completed, and all archaeological sites recorded. This
inventory will be phased over time and tied to priority
areas (based on protection needs).

Eligible archaeological sites will be nominated to the
National Register of llistoric Places.

Access to the pueblo ruins in the Lower Embudo
Cultural Protection Zone will be limited to permitted
users only,

Use limited techniques to suppress fires in the Lower
Embudo Cultural Protection Zone. Suppression
techniques causing earth disturbance (e.g., fire lines
built by bulldozers or hand tools, off-road vehicles)
will not be used within this zone.

RECREATION

Primitive camping will be allowed except within 100
fect of rivers or streams to protect riparian habitat.
Thc area will remain open to casual recreation uses.
Trails will be marked in the Rinconada Hill and Agua
Calicntc areas to limit surthce disturbance.

SCENIC QUALITY

Visual Resource Management Class I guidelines will
apply to 1,775 acres of the Rio Embudo and Agua
Calicnte Wild and Scenic River study segments. VRM
Class II is assigned to the remainder of the Agua
Calicnte and Rio Embudo Protection Zones (4,789

2-14



Rio GRANDE CORRIDOR FINAL PLAN CHAP’rI-~R 2
SPECIAL AREA MANAGEMENT

acres). VRM Class Ill is assigned to the 10,716 acre
Central Protection Zone.

BLM will protect the visual resources of the ACEC
through land acquisitions, coordination with Rio
Arriba and Taos Counties concerning zoning
regulations, and other limitations on surPace-
disturbing activities.

WATERSHED
Manage all woodland and forestry resources to
enhance wildlife habitat, ecosystem health, and scenic
values.

WILl] AND SCENIC RIVERS

Thc BLM will recomnlend a five-mile scgmcnt of the
Rio Embudo known as the Embudo Box for
designation as a wild component of the Wild and
Scenic River System. Proposed boundaries are shown
on Map 4, and management prescriptions will be
those discussed throughout this Final Plan.

The BLM will complete suitability studies with the
Carson National Forest orl their adjoining portions of
the lollowing 10.1 miles of streams and river seg-
ments (tentative classifications arc shown in paren-
theses): Arroyo Hondo (scenic), Tierra Amarilla

Canyon (scenic), Agua Caliente Canyon

(scenic/wild), Cafiada dc Ojo Sated (scenic), and 
de las Trampas (scenic). The BLM will manage these
segments Ibr protection of their wild and scenic
values until the Congress determines their status. The
interim boundaries will be 0.25 mile beyond the
ordinary high water line.

WILDLIFE AND FISIIERIES HABITAT

Acquire administrative access to Agu~t Caliente for
fisheries management,

Prohibit all surface-disturbing prqiects, vegetative
removal, and mineral material sales to protect Mexican
spotted owl critical habitat area NM-BLM-3 in the new
Copper Hill ACEC. The habitat area has bccn
withdrawn from public land and mining laws and
closed to mineral leasing.

Continue the cooperative effort with the New Mexico
I)epartment of Game and Fish for the reintroduction of
Rio Grande cutthroat trout to Agua Caliente Canyon
after the existing population of rainbow trout is
removed. In addition, the BLM will designate the Rio
Grande cutthroat trout as a BI.,M sensitive species in
New Mexico.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

This chapter provides an overview of tbe key
resources and uses occarring in the Rio Grande

Corridor, and policies to be followed or actions to be
implemented to improve management of the area.
Many guidelines or decisions already in place have
effectively met public needs and resolved issties.
Bccause they have been proven effective, the BLM
will continue to use these measures to manage the
Rio Grande Corridor. Decisions from previous plans
that will continue are referred to in the following
resource/use st, mmaries.

In August of 1996, BLM amended its grazing
regulations to require each state to provide a set of
standards and guidelines that address the health of
public lands. At a minimum, the standards must meet
the fundamentals of land hcalth outlined in thc
regulations and must apply to all management and
uses of Ihe land. BLM in Colorado and New Mexico
has standards in place that comply with the new
regulations. It is anticipated that New Mexico may
have additional standards in the near future. As BLM
implements any management action on public lands,
the standards must be addressed. Also, all
managcmcnt actions or tools, referred to as guidelines
in the regulations, must be evaluated to ensure they
move management toward a desired future condition
or landscape that achieves the standards for land
health.

Standards for public land health are meant to pro-vide
mcasurcs by which the health of the land can be
assessed for condition and trend. They arc not
intcndcd to provide a process that categorizes thc
hind by condition classes. Indicators associated with
the standards provide guidance to assess resource
condition for a given landscape, whether the
boundaries are an allotment or a larger unit of land
such as a watershed. Assessments of public lands are
condt, cted in priority or focus areas and in areas
where administrative requirements indicate the need,

such as term permit renewals (grazing programs) 
special recreation permits (recreation programs).

Tim following are standards by which land health will
be assessed:

Upland soils must exhibit infiltration and pcrm-
eability rates that are appropriate to soil type,
climate, landl\~rm, and geologic processes.
Adequate soil infiltration and permeability allow
for the accurnulation of soil moisture necessary for
optimal plant growth and vigor and minimizes
surface runoff.

C Riparian systems associated with both running and
standing water function properly and have the
ability to recover fi’om major disturbance such as
tire, severe grazing, or 100-year floods. Riparian
vegetation captures sediment and provides foragc,
habitat, and biodiversity. Water quality is
improved or maintained. Stable soils store and
release water slowly.

Healthy, productive plant and animal communities
of native and other desirable species arc main-
tained at viable population levels commensurate
with the species and habitat’s potential. Plants and
animals at both the community anti population
level are productive, resilient, diverse, vigorous,
and able to reprodt, ce and sustain natt,ral fluctua-
tions and the ecological process.

Special status, threatened, and endangered species
(federal and state), and other plants and animals
officially designated by the BLM and their habi-
tats are maintained or enhanced by sustaining
healthy, native plant, and animal communities.

C Water quality standards are being met for all water
bodies.
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BLM policy is to provide reasonable access to meet
the needs of all visitors and users, including those with
disabilities, to public facilities and resources. At the
same time, the agency attempts to minimize conflicts
among users, promote visitor safety, and prevent
damage to natural resources. The BI,M may acquire
legal access across nonfederal land through donation,
land exchange, purchase, or easement from willing
landowners.

Management guidance for motorized access to and
across public land is contained in Executive Order
II 644 (February 8, 1972); Executive Order 11989;
BLM Manuals 8342, 8300, H-9114-1; and Title 43 of
Ihe Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 8340 and 8364.
Executive Order I 1644 (as amended) establishes
policies and procedures to ensure that the use of off-
highway vehicles (OIIVs) on public land is controlled
and directed. All roads will be constructed and
maintained in accordance with BLM guidelines,
including those identi fled in Instruction Memorandum

No. NM-95-031 (USDI, BLM 1995).

The San Imis and Taos RMPs established that
motorized vehicle use in the planning area is limited
to designated roads and trails. Route designation
decisions contained in BLM New Mexico’s North Unit
Transportation Plan (USDI, BLM 1994) will continue.

Route designation recomnacndations for the remainder
of the planning area are included.

The BLM will continue to carry out decisions
recorded in the San Luis and Taos RMPs that limited
vehicle use in most of the planning area to designated
roads. Vehicle use will be allowed on 127.1 miles of
roads and trails to be designated as open in the
planning area. To protect resources, the BLM will
dcsignale 76.3 miles of public land roads as closed to
motorized vehicles (see Table 3-1 and Map 6).

Upper Gorge (Colorado)
Vehicle use will be limited to 57.2 miles of roads or
trails dcsignaled as open. Closed routes will total

ACCESS

34.0 miles. The vehicle closure on 2,000 acres in the
Flat Top portion of the San Luis Hills ACEC will
remain in cftizct. All routes will be designated within
riparian areas between the La Sauses Cemetery and the
Lobatos Bridge (on the west side) as closed to vehicle
use. In addition, BLM will rehabilitate closed routes
to enhance riparian vegetation (on 0.5 acre).

Upper Gorge (New Mexico)
No change will be made in the designation of 31.6
miles of open routes.

Lower Gorge
Vehicle use will be limited to 23.5 miles of routes
designated as open. A total of 10.1 miles of routes wilt
be closed. Several sites adjacent to the Rio Grandc
will be closed to vehicles including the river access
road at the Arroyo Hondo Campgrot, nd, public lands
at the confluence of the Rio Grandc and Rio Embudo,
a vehicle pullout located 0.5 mile south of Embudo
Station on the cast shore, and the pullout located just
upstream fronl the Vclarde Diversion Dana (also on the
east shore). The public land at Lover’s Lane will be
closed to vehicles, as well as most of the adjacent
private lands if they are ac-quircd. (Parking will only
be available on a 0.5-acre area between NM 68 and the
cottonwoods). If the 2,510 acres of private land
adjacent to the Taos Junction Bridge is acquired, Ihe
1.5 miles of riparian habitat will be improved by
closing selected areas (totaling 1.4 acres) to vehicle
use. A 0.2-acre area east of the Taos Junction Bridge,
if acquired, will remain open to vehicle access and a
variety of shoreline uses.

Copper Hill
Vehicle use will be limited to 14.8 miles of
inventoried routes designated as open; closed routes
will total 32.2 miles. The closed routes are
predominantly duplicate roads and those with no
destination.
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New Mexico Designations (shown on Maps 6-b through 6-e in back pocket)

I00 Open Grazing pennittee/recreational access to rim of Petaca, and access to state land,

100A Closed No destination,

100B Open Private lm~d access,

100C Open Grazing permittee access,

I01 Closed Watershed/nligratory big game protection,

102+A,B,C Closed Watershed/migratory big game protection, l)esignation effective only if lands acquired

103+A,B,C Closed Watershed/migratory big game protection, Designalion effective only if lands acquired

104+A,B Closed Watershed/migratory big game protection. Designation effective only if lands acquired

105A Open Pipeline/priw~te land access,

106 Opert Private land access. Closed beyond private land li)r watershed protection,

I06A Closed Walershed/migratory big game protection.

107 Open Gas lille aCCeSS,

107A Closed No destination.

107B Closed Watershed protectiom duplicate route.

108A Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

I09 Closed Watershed protection, no legal public access.

IIO+A Closed Watershed protection.

111 Ch/sed Watershed protection.

112+A,B Closed Watershed protection, Mica Mine trail.

113 Open Gravel pit access.

114 Open Forest/private land access.

114A Closed No public access.

114B Open Private land access.

114(7 Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

114D Open This route will remain open to provide for access to private land and managemenl of the
natural gas pipeline.

115 Open Forest/state land access.

II5B Open Forest/state land/range improvelnent access,

115F Open Grazing pernlittee/range improvement access.

116A Open Private land access.

117 Open Powerline access,
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118 Open Private land access.

119 Open Private land access.

IIgB Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

119C Open Grazing perrnittee/private land access.

120 Open/Closed Lover’s Lane - private land access from highway. If access acquired, river access will be
provided, w/no vehicles allowed in riparian zone.

121 Operl Private land access.

122 Open Private land access.

123 Closed Watershed protection (Rinconada Overlook area).

124 ()pen County Line Recreation Site (access to recreation facilities).

125 Open Mineral material site access.

125A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

125B,C,D Closed Crucial winter range/watershed protection.

125E Closed Watershed/wildlife protection.

125F Closed Culttlral, archaeological resources proteetiott.

125G Closed Walershed protection.

125H Closed Cultural, archaeological resources protection.

1251 Closed Pipeline route, watershed promclion.

126 ()pen Private land access.

126A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

126B,C Closed Protection of crucial winler range.

126D,E Closed Watershed protection.

126F ()pen If the private property to the south is acquired, this route will remain open due Io its scenic
potential. A seasonal closure will also be implemented from December through April for
winter range wildlife protection.

126G Open if lands are acquired this route will remain open for challenging 4-wheel drive (4Wl))
opportunities without impacting other resource values.

126H,I Closed If lands are acquired, these routes will be closed because they occur in an area of high soil
erosion potential.

126J Closed Duplicale of 126.

126K Closed Prone to erosion.

126L Closed Wildlife Values. The portions of 126L on private land if acquired will also be closed.

1261),M,N Closed If lands are acquired these routes will be closed to protect crucial fawning and calving Ik?r
big game species of wildlife.
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1260 Open To afford access to the historic Champion Mine,

126P,Q Closed llazard of water erosion is high.

127 Open Private land access.

127A,B,C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection, llighly credible soils.

1271),E,F Closed Watershed protection.

128 Open Access to private land,

128A Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection,

128B Closed If lands are acquired this route will be closed because it duplicates the access provided by

Route 126,

12NC Closed If lands are acquired this mule will be closed because it dead ends and dtms not provide for

scenic views or 4WD opporlunities.

128D Open If lands are acquired this route will remain open to provide access to historic mine workings

for interpretive purposes.

129 Closed Watershed/crucial wintel range protection.

130 Open Mineral material site access.

130A Open Mining claim access.

130B Closed This route will be closed north of the intersection witb 130F; the primary entrance to this

route is 130F.

130C,D,E Closed These routes consist of short spurs that do not provide access I(.’l specific locations o I scenic

vistas nor do they provide for any measurable 4WD opportmfities.

130F Open This route will be open to provide access along 130B,

130G Closed Watershed protection, duplicate routes.

130H Closed Watershed protection, no destination,

1301 Closed Previously closed by New Mexico State Highway & Transportation Department for nlinelial

material site security,Watershed protection, no destination,

132 Open Mining claim access (primary access to Harding Mine),

132A,B,C,D, E,F Open Mining claim and recreational access.

132G Closed Watershed/riparian protection.

132H Open If Section 32 is acquired, this route will be open, subjcct to mitigation of erosion.

1321 Operl If Section 32 is acquired, Ihis route will remain open to a scenic overlook,
ii

132J Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

132K Open Mining claim and recreational access,

133 Closed Watershed proteclion, duplicate route.

134 Closed Wate,’shed protection, duplicate route,
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135 Closed Mining claim/recreation access. Closed from junction with 135C to the east.

135A Open This route will remain open to form a loop with 136.

135 B,C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

136 Open Closed at parking area near wild and scenic boundary for watershed/crucial winter range
protection.

137 Open Mining claim/recreation access.

137A,B,C Closed Watershed protection, duplicate routes.

137D Closed Watershed protection.

138 Closed 4WI3 use is considered incompatible with on-site soil conditions and resource protection
objectives for riparian habitats.

138A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route, no destination.

139+A,B Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

140+A,B,C Closed Watershed/crucial winter range protection.

141 Closed Watershed protection.

142+A Closed Watershed protection.

143+A,B,C,D Closed Watershed protection.

144 Open Recreation trail access.

145+A,B,C,I) Closed Watershed protection.

146 Open Recreational access to river, closed near state land botmdary

147 Closed Watershed protection.

148 Closed Watershed protection.

149 Open Private land access.

150 Open Forest access (Carson National Forest).

FR606 1(35 O en Forest access Carson National Forest

Colorado Designations (shown on Maps 6-a and 6-b in back pocket)

4998 Closed Watershed protection; grazing permittee access.

4999 Closed Watershed protection, no destination; grazing permittee access.

5000+A Open Grazing permittee access.

5001 Closed Priw~te property access; provide closed to protect wetland and waler bird populations.

5001 A Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

5002 Open Grazing permitlee access.

5002A Closed Walershed protection, no destination.
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5003

5003+A,B

5003C

5003D

5003E

50O4

5004A,B,C,D,E

5005

5005A

Open

Open

Closed

Closed

Open

Open

Closed

Open

Closed

5005B,C Closed

5006 Open

5006A Closed

5006B Closed

5007 Open

5007A Closed

5009+A,B Closed

5009C Closed

5010 Open

5010A Closed

River access.

Private land access.

Watershed protection.

Watershed protection, no destination.

Canyon rim access.

~iver access.

Watershed protection.

Recreation/grazing permillee access.

Wate,’shed protection, no destination.

Wilderness Study Area.

Recreation access.

Watershed protection, no destination.

Wilderness Study Area, watershed protection.

Recreation/grazing permittee access.

Watershed protection, Wilderness Study Area.

Watershed proteclion, no destination.

Private land access; grazing permittee access provided. Closed m maintain ACEC values.

River/g,’azing permittee access.

Wate,shed protection, no destination.

5010B,C Closed Watershed protection, duplicate route.

5014A Closed Wilderness Study Area, watershed protection.

5014B Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

5015 ()pen Grazing permittee access.

5015A,B Closed Watershed protection, no destination.

5015C Open Water well access.

Closed5016

5017A Open

502(i) Open

5020A,B Closed

5021 A Closed

Watershed protection, Wilderness Study A,’ca.

Grazing pennittee access.

River access.

Watershed protection, wildlife habitat.

Watershed protection, wildlil;e habitat. Private land access provided.
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AMERICAN INDIAN COORDINATION

The BLM’s ol~jective is to bc responsive to American
Indian uses within the planning area. It is BLM policy
to accommodate access to and ceremonial use of
sacred sites by American Indian religious practi-
tioners and avoid adversely aiTecting the physical
integrity of such sites. The agency will coordinate and
consult with local tribes about sacred uses within the

planning area, while protecting the privacy required
for these uses.

Although most. interactions will be with the Taos and
Pict,ris Pueblos, other tribal groups have expressed
cultural affinities with the Rio Grande Corridor.
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LAND OWNERSHIP AND REAliTY ACTIONS

All public lands in the planning area are classified for
retention, while most State and private lands are
proposed for acquisition. The BLM will acquire lands
within the planning area by purchase, exchange,
easement, or donation if landowners arc willing (See
Table 3-2). In limited instances, such as t,nder the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act, the agency may
dispose of hinds in the planning area if it is in the best
interest of the public, but this will require an
amendment to the RMP.

In the planning area there will be no disposal of public
land except for colo>of-title sales and disposal of the
three parcels identified below:

c 200 acres in T 27 N, R 12 E, Section 20 for
potential use as a landfill by Taos County;

c Allow disposal of approximalely 0.5 acre in T 23 N,
R 10 E, Section 19 to address community needs;
and

C Approximately 5 acres in T 24 N, R 11 E, Section
33 in Pilar for community purposes and a trash
transfer site.

BI~M will continue to grant rights-of-way across
public lands Io provide access and utility services to
private or State lands when no alternative is avail-able.
These new rights-of-way will be considered on a case-
by-case basis except in exclusion areas. To protect
scenic quality and habitat for the Mexican spotted owl
and fisheries, righl.s-of-way will bc excluded from the

Rio Grande and Red Wild and Scenic Rivers, the
expanded Wild Rivers Recreation Area, Ihe entire
Lower Gorge Unit (with exceptions as described
below), and Copper Hill ACEC’s Agua Caliente and
Rio Embudo Protection Zones. (Note: Rights-of-way
will be excluded from Ihe Wild Rivers Recreation Area
and the Lower Gorge Unit unless they are necessary to
administer or improve access to recreation sites.)

Within the Lower Gorge ACEC, access or utility
services to private or State land where such access is
otherwise not possible will be considered. Rights-of-
way to private or State land completely surrounded by
public land may be authorized, with restrictions to
protect the scenic quality of the area. Only one at-tess
point to such parcels will be authorized across public
lands. An amendment to an existing right-of- way
(e.g., a request for expansion, a different use, or to
provide structures different in style) will only be
approved if the change is consistent with the
objectives of the Final Plan. New utility projects will
be tmderground only and will be co-located with
roads. The right-of-way window near the Rio Grande
Gorge Bridge will continue in effect. Rights- of-way
for acequias (irrigation ditches) are grandfathered
through the legislation t~r Wild and Scenic Rivers, so
they also will remain in effect. Construction and
rehabilitation of aceqt,ias will have to be done using
historical materials and methods to prolect wild and
scenic river valt, es.
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San Luis Hills
ACEC

Upper Gorge

35N 10E 36 All 640 Both

34N I 0E 36 All 640 Both

34N 1 I E 16 All 6411) Both

33N 11E 16 All 641) Both

Subtotal 2,560

i i i~;i;~;~ i~:~ ::i~i i~i!;~i~!~?~iit~ii~iN~iiiiiiiii i iii i ii i i i i lil i i:iiiiii !iiiiiiiiii i i i ii:~!i!iiiiiill iii i: i i:iiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i if! iii i ili i ii i i ii~iii i ili i iiiiiiiii ii i iiiiiiiiiii:ii iiiiiii i iiiiiiiiiil ~iiiiii iii i i i:!:iiii:! i iiii
Upper Gorge 33N I I E 14 Lots, 3, 4 64 Both

33N 1 I E 15 SE~A, EV~SW~A 240 Both

33N 11E

33N 11E

33N 1 I E

34N I 0E

34N 10E

35N I 0E

35N 10E

35N 10E

35 N 11E

35N lIE

35N I I E

35N lIE

22 Lots I, 2, 3, 4

27

345

59

Both

Lot,,; 1, 2, 3 Both

28 Lots I, 2 59 Bolh

3 StASE~A 80 Both

11 4OSE’ASW¼ Both

35 NEtA 160 Both

24 SVzSEtfi 80 Both

25 NEtA, NE~AS EtA 20() Both

17 SW~ASWtA 40 Both

18 S VzSE% 80 Both

19 N E~ASW~A, SVzSW~A 120 Both

30 NW~A, N VzSW~A 240 Both

Subtotal 1,807

Total State & Nonfederal .Lands in Colorado Proposed for Acquisition 4,367
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lie

12E

2 W½SE%

7 E½SE¼

Rio Grande 3 IN
Wild & Scenic

River 30N

30N

30N

Wild Rivers 29N
Recreation

Area 29N

29N

Orilla Verde 24N

24N

l.ower Gorge 23N
ACEC

Copper Hill 23N
ACEC

23N

23N

23N

24N

12E 29

12E 32

12E 16

12E 10

12F, 32

liE 2

lIE 32

10E 16

lie

liE

lIE

10E

lIE

SW¼NW¼, WI/zW½SEIA

SW¼, S½NW%, WV=WVzSE¼,
W½W½NE¼

All
iii

NW~ASW¼, Lot 5

8O

8O

8O

320

560

80

Both

Both

Both

Both

Both

Both

All 617 Both

NW¼, Wl//SWl~, NE¼SW¼ 267 Bolh

W½NW¼ 80 Both

N½ 320 Both

32 All 640 Both

2 N1/z 329 Both

16 A II 640 Bolh

36 All state lands 3()0 Both

36 All 469 Both

Subtotal 4,862

Upper Gorge

Along Rio
Hondo

Wild Rivers
Recreation

Area

Orilla Verde
Recreation

Area

25N I 1E 23

25N I I E 26

12E27N

28N

24N

24N

12E

lie

liE

30,31
protracted

22, 23, 29

1,2,10,
11, 12,

13,14,15
protracted

N½NE¼, NW¼SE¼, SW¼NE¼

SEN

Portion within Arroyo Hondo Grant from
norlh rim to south rim & 100’ setbacks

W½

Porlions of each section

Poi-tions of each section

160

160

9O

308

253

2,454

Both

Both

Both

Surface

Bolh

Both
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i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii iiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiii
N! i !i!!iiiiiiiiii iiiiiiii!!!i !!ii!iiiilililililiiiiiiii!iiii!ii iiiii iiiiii i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iii!i !! iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ii iiiiiiiiiiil

Lower Go,’gc 24N lie 32 Various small holding claims as showa in 65 Both

ACEC RMP

23N 9E 23 Tract (Tr.) A, SE¼, NE~ASW¼ 215 Both

23N 9E 24 E’A, SE¼NW¼, SV2SW¼, Tr, A 443 Both

23N 9E 34 SW¼SE%, SE%SW¼ 8O Both

23N 10E 1 Lots 5, 6, SWJASE¼ 77 Both

23N 10E I1 Lots 1, 2, 10, SV2NE¼ 169 Both

23N 10E 12 Lots 1,2 75 Both

23N 10E 15 Small Holding Claim (SHC) 4472 Tract 104 Both

SHC 2143; SHC 1109; SIIC 4098; SHC
489; SHC 488 Tract 1; SHC 488; SHC
2143

23N 10E 16 Lots I, 2 67 Both

23N 10E 19 Lots 3, 4, 13, 30, 31, 32, 34, 38; SIIC 216 Both
3266; SHC 388; SHC 969; SIIC 561 Tr.
1, 2, 3; SIIC 559 Tr.l, 3; SHC 556 Tr. 2;
SHC 560
Tr. 1, 2, 3, 4; SHC 797
Tr. 2; SHC 792; SHC 966; SFIC 380 Tr.
3; SlIC 386; SIIC 389; SHC 382 Tr. I, 2,
3; SHC 383; SHC 494 Tr.l; SIIC 968 Tr.
1

i,

23N 10E 20 Lots 1, 3, 4, 6, 7; SHC ll I1 Tr. 3; SHC 269 Both

1120; SHC 4472; SHC 1536; SIIC 801
Tr. I, 2, 3; SHC 1000; SLtC 798 Boltou
Tr., Romero Tr.; SHC 1121 Borrego Tr.,
Archuleta Tr., Roybal Tr.; SHC 561 Tr.
4; SHC 560 Tr. 4; SHC 968 Tr. 2; SHC
556 Tr. 3; SHC 559 Tr. 2

23N 10E 21 SIIC 1536; SHC 1111 Tr. 3, SHC 1120 170 Both

(1128028); SHC 966 Tr. 1; NHC 349
(446); SI IC 355 (457); SHC 402 (444);
SI IC 4(113 (443); SHC 488 (447); SI IC 
Tr. 1 ; SHC 4; SHC 690 Romero Tr.
(776673), Romero Tr. (45); SHC 
Romero Tr. (448), Ortega Tr.; SHC 966
Tr. 2; SHC 2143; Lot I

23N 10E 22 SHC 4098 (489); Saachez Tr., Romero 33 13oth
Tr.; SHC 488 Tr. 2; SHC 488 (181954);
SHC 2143

23N liE 6 Tract 4 9O Both

23N liE 8 N½ 320 Surface

23N liE 5 S½ 320 Stlrface
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Copper Hill 23N
ACEC

23N

23N

23N

liE

lie

lie

lie

17 Part

17, 18, Patent #33276
19, 21)

21 NW%, SW¼, SE~A, NV2NE¼

29 Patent #s 1018121 & 30820005

588 Surface

103 Both

560 Surface

51 Both

Subtotal 7,440

Tolal State and Private Lands in New Mexico Proposed for Acquisition 12,302

~/,~iliN~i ~i~ii~i ! ~i~N~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiill iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiii:ii!!! iiilii iiii:i:i~i:i~ii i=ii
Wild Rivers
Recreation

Arca

Rio Grande
Wild & Scenic

Rivet’

Orilla Verde
Recreation

Area

29N 12E 10 N E¼SW%, NW¼SE¼ 80 Substn-face

29N 12E 20 EIAEV2, EV2SW¼SE¼, Eg2NW¼NE¼ 189 Subsurface

29N 12E 21 NVx 321/ Subsurface

26N I 1E 12 13 Grant Lands Case #27827 138 SLtbsurl?tcc

26N 1 I E I SE¼, part 73 Subsurface

25N I 1E 11 SE% 160 Subsurface

25N 1 I E 23 NW¼ 160 Subsurface

25N 11E 26 W% 320 Subsurface

25N 11E 27 SE¼ 160 Subsurface

24N I 1E 16 400 SubsurfaceNW%, NVaSW¼, SW¼SWtA, NV2NE¼
SW¼NE¼

Total Nonfederal Minerals ill New Mexico Proposed for Acquisition 2,000
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT

Of the planning area’s 123,750 public land acres,
73,105 are in 25 allotments that will remain under
permit for seasonal grazing by sheep and cattle. The
BLM has standards in both states for rangeland health
with grazing guidelines to help the agency and
allottees meet those standards. These standards and
gt,idelincs direct livestock management on public
lands (see page 3-1 ).

Allotment boundaries on two allotments will be
changed; #636 in New Mexico, will be adjusted to
exclude springs in the Cafiada Comanche, and #4245
in Colorado will be split into two allotments. In New
Mexico allotments #603 and #641 arc only partially
in the planning area. For this reason, information for
these allotments was not included in the tables for the
plan+ However, the vegetative treatments proposed for
these allotments were in-eluded and analyzed in tbe
plan.

BLM monitors the range resource fl)r condition,
trend, utilization, actual use, climate and rangeland
health (see Glossary for definitions). Table 3-3
describes the schedule for performing minimum
levels of allotrnent monitoring within the corridor. In
New Mexico, vegetative inventories and monitor-ing
stt,dies will be condt,cted in accordance with the
Tans Monitoring Plan (USDI, BLM 1988) as re-
quired Io establish the existing condition, estimate
rcsot,rce potential, cvah, ate changes in resource
condition over time, and evaluate the effectiveness of
management actions.

iiiiiiii!i
Element Minimum Frequency

Condition 10 years

Trend 3 to 5 years

Utilization 1 to 2 years/as needed

Actual Use armually

Climate annually

Upper Gorge - Colorado
The 13 grazing allotments in Colorado provide 2,418
AUMs of forage for sheep and cattle under thc Final
Plan. The area allocated to livestock forage will not
change. Grazing will continue in the riparian areas of

the La Sauses (#4255), Pifion Hills (#4249), 

Coinmon (#4251), Pifion (#4245A arid B), and 
Top (#4253) allotments at small water gaps (about 
acres total). The remainder of the riparian area in
these allotments will be rested until the standards for
a properly functioning riparian area are met on 124.5
acres. Once the standards are met, grazing will be
allowed as long as a 4-inch stubble height on
herbaceous species is maintained lhrough the May to
June high-water season or no more than 20% of the
annual growth of woody riparian species will be
removed.

Changes have been made in grazing management
practices, acreage of vegetative treatments, kinds and
numbers of range improvements, and levels of
inventory and monitoring. These changes are ex-
pected to result in increased lbrage production that
will be assigned in part to wildlife arrd watershed
protection and in part to livestock uses. These
changes are as follows:

C Grazing Systems: Six allotments will have one year
of rest every third year, two allotments will have
one year of rest every Iburth year, one will have
rest. every fifth year and Ibnr allotments will be
rnanagcd under rest-rotation;

C Vegetation Treatments: A total of 1,124 acres will

be seeded;
C Seasons of Use: Seven allotments will be grazed in

the dormant season, and six will be grazed in the
growing season after" plants have adequate root
reserves for regrowth; and

C Range Improvements: Six wells will be develop-
ed to water 11 allotments. Permanent water gaps
will be constructed on five allotments.

New Mexico
The 12 allotments in New Mexico will initially
providc 1,289 AUMs of forage for cattle grazing. One
allotment will be retired leaving 11 allotments
providing 1,255 AUMs of livestock forage.
l~ivestock grazing will be excluded within the
riparian and wetland areas of the Lower Gorge ACEC
and below the rim in the upper gorge.

To protect riparian resources arrd minimize con flicts
with wildlife and recreationists, all unallolted and
tmpermitted areas (32,327 acres) and 600 acres within
the Pajarito Allotment (#6361) will be exclud-ed from
livestock grazing ovcr the long term. In addition,
24,446 acres have already been excluded by the Tans
RMP. To improve riparian condition over the king
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term, grazing privileges on the Ct,estecita Allotment
(#521(21,392 acres) will be retained only I\~r 
current permittee. Grazing will be excluded t,pon
relinqt, ishment of the permit and no permit transfer
will be allowed. If grazing preference AUMs become
available in the
Rio Grande Corridor, the grazing use of these AUMs
will be at the discretion of the At, thorized Officer and
will be prescribed to meet vegetation manage-ment
objectives. The type, class (i.e., cattle, sheep, goats,
horses, or other livestock) of grazing, and season of
use will be determined and then a grazing schedule
applied to the area where the AUMs are permitted.

The following will apply for all units in New Mexico:

C Grazing Systems: Will be implemented on I\~ur
allotments. No system will bc in place I~r lhe
remaining eight until monitoring demonstrates the
n eed;

C Vegetation Treatments: The BLM will treat 3,066
acres of the shrub/grassland and woodland asso-
ciations on seven allotments;

C Seasons of Use: Will range from 20 to 85 days.

Grazing on four allotments will begin in mid-

May, five will have fall/winter use seasons, and three
will begin use in mid-June; and
C Range Improvements: Will be planned on three

allotments. The improvements on two allolmenl.s
will be designed to improve riparian conditions,
and to improve livestock forage and reducc
unauthorized use of non-federal land on the other.

Table 3-4 contains a description of the basic man-
agcment guktelines for each allotment under the
Final Plan.

The following terms are used to describe grazing
management in Table 3-4: ( 1 ) determent - iiwolves
delay of grazing in a pasture until the seed maturity
(ripening) of the key forage species; I) rest - is
distinguished li’om deferment in that the range
receives nonuse for a full year rather than just during
the growth period; (3) rotation - involves the
movement of livestock from one pasture to another
on a scheduled basis. Systems with deferment a~a(l
rest typically involve livestock rotations.
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4243 River Allotment
Grazing System:
~,nimals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Each Year

Vegetation Treatment:
Range hnprovemenls:
Monitoring:

One pastm’c with deferred rotation (det~:rred until after seed ripe).

Cattle; 200 allowable animal unit months (AUMs)
October 1 to November 12
Graze Oct 1 to Nov 12

None planned.
None planned.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 627 acres (50% of t, nirlventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend every thrce years after growing season.

4244 South Valley Allotment
(;razing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

One pasture with del-erred rotation
Cattle - 136 allowable AUMs
December 1 to February 8
Graze Dec I to Feb 8
Graze Dec I to Feb 8
Graze Dec 1 to Feb 8
Rest

deferred until after seed ripe) with rest every fourth year.

Vcgctation Treatment:
Range hnprovcments:
Monitoring:

None planned.
None planned; livestock water at river on narrow rocky natural water gap
Invenlory and monitor range condition on 738 acres (25% of the uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend every fourth year when allotment is rested.

4245A North Pifion Allotment
G,’azing System: Allotment will be split into two; one-pastt,re deferred rotation system will be developed on each

with rest every third year,
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 168 AUMs
Seasons of Use: May 20 to June 24 and November 6 to November 30

Year 1 Graze May 20 to Jun 24
Year 2 Graze Nov 6 to Nov 30
Year 3 Rest

This grazing plan allows for complete rest every third year for both allotments in the spring and fall.

Vegetation Trealment:

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Reseed 215 acres of sandy bench range site w/mix of native cool-season grasses and forbs. BLM
will work with private landowner to improve riparian condition. Allocate expected forage increase
of 4 AUMs In wildlife/watershed (3 AUMs) and liveslock (1 AUM).
Develop well and 2 miles pipeline to water this, Pifion IIills and Kiowa llill Allotments. Pelmiuec
will haul water to livestock w/change in location every Ill)days.
Inventory and monilor range condition on 500 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend in Year 3 when rested and repeat cvery three years.
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4245B South Pifion Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Seasons of Use

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

One pasture deferred rotation with rest every third yea]’.
Cattle - 114 AUMs
May 20 to .hme 24 and November 6 to November 30
Graze Nov 6 to Nov 30
Graze May 20 to Jun 24
Rest
This grazing plan allows for complete rest every third year for both allotments in the spring and fall.

Vegetation Treatment:
Range hnprovements:
Monitoring:

None planned.
Haul water to livestock w/change in location every 10 days.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 500 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend in Year 3 when rested and repeat every three years.

4247 Braiden Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use:

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Vegetation Treatment:
Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

Develop grazing system with full year’s rest (deferred until after seed rest) every Rmrth year.
Cattle - 40 allowable AUMs
November 1 to November 20
Graze Nov 1 to Nov 20
Grazc Nov 1 to Nov 20
Graze Nov I to Nov 20
Rest

None planned.
None planned.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 960 acres (100% of uninventoried a,’ea) over next 
years. Monito,’ trend every fourth year when allotment is rested.

4248 Kiowa Ilill Allotment
Grazing System: Three pasture deferred rest rotation.
Anirn:tls and AUMs: Cattle - 209 allowable AUMs
Seasons of Use: May 16 to June 15 and October 10 to November 9

West Pasture North Pasture East Pasn.tre

Year 1 Graze May 16to Jun L5 Graze Oct 10to Nov9 Rest

Year 2 Rest Graze May 16 to Jun 15 Graze Oct 10 to Nov 9

Year 3 Graze Oct 10 to Nov 9 Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15

This plan allows for complete rest every one pasture every year. Deferring livestock grazing tmtil
after seed ripe occurs in one pasture every year.

Vegetation Treatment: None planned.
Range hnprovements: Develop well and 2 miles pipeline to water this, Pifion Hills and North Pifion Allotments lor

improved livestock dist,’ibution.
Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,373 acres (150% of t, ninventoried area) over next 

years. Monitor trend in year shown when pastures are rested and ,’eread again as sequence repeats
itself; trend is read eve,’y third year in a pastu,’e.
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4249 Pifion Hills Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Seasons of Use:

Year 1
Year 2
Yea,’ 3

One pasture with full year’s rest every three years (deferred until after seed ripe in second year).

Cattle; 502 allowable AUMs
May 16 to June 15 and Oct 11 to Dec 24
Graze May 16 to Jun 15
Graze Oct 11 to Dec 24
Rest

Vegetalion TreaIment: Reseed 359 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and lorbs. Improve riparian
condition by developing additional water gaps along river. Allocate expected forage inc,’ease of six
AUMs to wildlife/watershed (fot,r AUMs) and livestock (two AUMs).

Range Improvements: Develop new well to water Pifion Hills, Eight Mile, and Mesa Allotments, and pipe water I mile to
Flat Top and San Luis Hills Allotments. Second well and 2 miles pipeline will water this, Kiowa

Hills and North Pifion Allotments. Develop permanent water gaps on river to improve livestock
distribution and riparian condition.

Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,723 acres (25% of uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend every three years when allotment is rested.

4250 Eight Mile Allotment
Grazing Systern:
Animals and AUMs:
Seasons of Usc:

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Yea," 5

Two pasture rest-rotation with rest every fifth year.
Cattle - 213 allowable AUMs
May 15 to May 30 and November 24 to December 15
East Pasture
Graze May 15 to May 30
Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15
Graze May 15 to May 30
Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15
Rest

West Pasture
Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15
Graze May 15 to May 30

Graze Nov 24 to Dec 15
Graze May 15 to May 30
Rest

This grazing system allows complete rest every fifth year on the entire allotment.

Vegetation Treatment:

Range hnprovements:

Monitoring:

Reseed 102 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and torbs. Allocate
expected increase of three AUMs to wildlife/watershed (two AUMs) and livestock (one AUM).
Develop well to water Eight-Mile, Pifion Hills, and Mesa Allotments; pipe water 1 mile to Flat Top
and San Luis Hills Allotments.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,322 acres (50% of the uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend every fifth year when rcsted.

4251 Mesa Cnmm.n Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Season of Use;

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

Three pasture defen’ed rest-rotation.
Sheep - 270 allowable AUMs
January ] to January 23 and September 15 to October 6
East Pasture MMdle Pasture
Graze Sep 15 to Oct 6 Graze Jan 1 to Jan 23
Graze Jan 1 to Jan 23 Rest
Rest Graze Sep 15 to Oct 26

West Pasture
Rest
Graze Sep 15 to Oct 6
Graze Jan 1 to Jan 23

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:

Monito,’ing:

None planned
Develop wcll to water Mcsa, Eight-Mile, and Pifion Hills AIIotracnts; pipc watcr I milc to Flat Top
and San Luis Hills Allotments. Develop permanent water gaps on ,’iver.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,043 acres (50% of uninvento,-ied a,-ea) over next 
years. Monitor trend in year shown when pastt,res are rested and reread again as seqt,encc repeats
itself.
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4255 La Sauses Allotment
Grazing System:
Animals and AUMs:
Scasons of Use:

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

Three pasture rest-rotation.
Cattle - 138 allowable AUMs
May 15 to June 15 and October 30 to November 10
North Pasture East Pasture
Graze May 15 to Jun 15 Graze Oct 30 to Nov 10
Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15

West Pasture
Rest
Grazc Oct 30 to Nov 10

Graze Oct 30 to Nov 10 Rest Graze May 15 to Jun 15
This grazing plan allows for complete year of rest in one pasture every year. Pastures are not
grazed again in spring until the following third yea," of the cycle. Deferring grazing until after seed
ripe occurs in one pasture every year. Year lbt,r repeats the cycle.

Vegetation Treatment:

Range hnproverncnts:

Monitoring:

Reseed t 80 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. Allocate
expected forage increase of th,’ee AUMs to wildlife/watcrshcd (two AUMs) and livestock (one
AUM).
Equip existing well to water livestock, and develop new well to supply water to this and East Bend
Allotment to improve livestock distribution. Install permanent water gaps along river to protect
riparian zone.
Inventory and monitor range condition on 1,560 acres (50% of uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monitor trend in year shown when pastures are rested and reread again as sequence repeats
itself. Trend is read every third year in a pasture.
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4256 East Bend Allotment
Grazing System:
Aninrals and AUMs:
Seasons of Use:

Year I
Year 2
Year 3

One pasture deferred grazing (defe,Ted until after seed ripe) with rest every third year.
Sheep - 150 allowable AUMs
March 1 to March 13 and November 7 to November 18
Graze Mar 1 to Mat" 13 and Nov 7 to Nov 18
Graze Mar 1 to Mar 13 and Nov 7 to Nov 18
Rest
Dcfcrred until after seed ripe.

Vegetation Treatment: Reseed 125 acres sandy bench range site with cool-season native grasses and forbs. (Refer to
recommended actions for Riparian Resources and Sparse Shrub/Grassland Association.) Allocate
expccted forage increase of 2 AUMs to wildlife (1 AUM) and livestock (1 AUM).

Rangc hnprovcmcnts: Dcvclop new well to supply water to this and La Sauses Allotmcnts to i/nprovc livestock
distribution.

Monitoring: Inventory and monitor range condition on 607 acres (511% of uninventoried area) over next 
years. Monito," trend every third year during allotment rest.
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6116 Wild River Allotment
Grazing System: Four pasture deferred rotation system (includes Allotment #641); use excluded during most cool-season

growth periods.

Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 404 AUMs (275 in planning at’ca)
Season of Use: May I to November 1

641 Pasture West Pasture East Pasture South Pasture (Loop)
Yea,’l GrazeMay 1 toJun29 Graze ,lun 30 to Aug15 Graze Aug l6 to Sep 30GrazeOct ltoNovl
Year2 Graze Aug 2 to Sep 30 Graze May 1 to Jun 16 Graze ,lun 17 to Aug 1 Graze Oct 1 to Nov 1
Ycar3 Graze Jun 16toAug 14 Graze Attg 15 to Sep 30 Graze May 1 toJun 15 Graze Oct 1 toNov 1

Vegetation Treatment:

Range hnprovcnmnts:
Monito,’ing:

Note:

Mechanically thin or burn 295 acres woodland, and burn 163 acres sh,’t,b/grassland to ,’educe soil
erosion, increase species and structural diversity and cool-season grass component. Allocate
expected l~ragc increase of eight AUMs to wildlil;e/watershed.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every three years.
Grazing in tire South Pasture (loop) will be eliminated upon completion of vegetative prc~jects

proposed in a settlement agreement, dated 1991.

6118 (; uadalupe Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; one pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze 2,060 acres of unleased

public and state land.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 210 AUMs
Season of Use: May 1 to July 30 (each year)

Partial cool season rest prior to May 1. Partial warm season rest aftcr July 30

Vcgctation q’realment:

Range Improvenaents:

{rMonitoring:

Mechanically thin or burn 458 acres woodland, and burn 61 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil
erosion, increase species arid structural diversity and coobseason grass conaponent. Allocatc

expected Rn-age increase of six AUMs to wildlife/watershed.
None planncd; pcrmiucc will haul water to various parts of allotment to imp,-ove livestock
distribution.
Monitor range condition at least once every five years.
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624 (.;arson Road Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; one pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze additional acreage of

unlcased public and private land. Grazing deferred until after cool season seed ripe.

Animals & AIJMs: Cattle - 19 AUMs (approximate)

Season of Use: ,lune 15 to October 10 (each yea,-)

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

Burn 322 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil crosion, incrcase species and structural diversity and
cool-season grass component.

None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years.

626 (_;arson Allotment
Grazing System: No system in place; one pasture allotment with no fence, allowing cattle to graze additional acreage of

unleased public and private land.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 154 AUMs
Season of Use: May 1 to October 10

Each Year Graze fi’om May 1 to Oct 10 (each year partial cool season rest prior to May 1)

Vegetation Treatment:
Range hnpmvements:
Monitoring:

None planned.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every five years.

640 Guadalupe Mountain Allotment
Grazing System: Two pasture deferred rotation (one pasture in this allotment, other in #641).
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 145 AUMs
Seasons of Use: May 1 to June 20 and September 1 to October 20 (warm season rest and partial cool season resl

prior to May 1)
640 Pasture 641 Pasture

Year 1 Graze May 1 to Jun 20 Graze Sep 1 to Oct 20
Year 2 Graze Sep 1 to Oct 20 Graze May I to Jul 1

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Mechanically thin or bt,rn 410 acrcs woodland, and burn 107 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil
erosion, increase species and structural diversity and cool-season grass component. Allocate
expected [orage increase of eight AUMs to wildlife/watershed.
None planned.

Monitor range condition at least once every three years.

503 Embudo Allotment
Grazing Syslem: None proposed; one pasture system with approved non-use since 1993.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 17 AUMs
Season of Use: February 8 to February 28 (each year - dormant season grazing)

Vegetation Treatment:
Range hnprovemcnts:
Monitoring:

None planned.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every three years.

3-22



RIO GRANDE CORRIDOR FINAL PLAN CHAPTER 3

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

514 Cerro Azul Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; one pasture allotment.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 23 AUMs (approximate)
Season of Use: October 15 to October 31 (each year- dormant season grazing)

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

Burn 222 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil erosion, increase species and structural diversity and
cool-season grass component. No actions planned to treat allolment’s woodland because of
unstable soils and increased potential fo," erosion. Allocate expected forage increase of two AUMs
to wildlife/watershed.
None planned.
Monitm" range condition at least once every five years.

515 Glen Woody Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; one pasture allotment with voluntary non-use approved since 1992.
Animals and AUMs; Cattle - 25 AUMs (approximate)
Season of Use: December 1 to February 28 (each year - dormant season grazing)

Vegetation Treatment:
Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

None planned because of steely slopes and concern for increased erosion.
Construct 2 miles boundary fence between public and private land, develop one permanent water
source.
Monitor range condition at least once every five years.

516 Pilar Allotment
Grazing Systern: None proposed; one pasture allotment.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 8 AUMs
Season of Use: September 15 to November 19 (each year - dormant season grazing)

Vegetation Treatment:
Range hnprovements:
Monitoring:

None planned.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years.

517 Hondo Allotment
Grazing System: Three pasture allotment (one private, two BLM) with deferred rotation.
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 64 AUMs
Season of Use: June 15 to December 1

Nortiz Pasture
Year 1 Graze Jun 15 to Aug 22
Ycar 2 Graze Sep 24 to Dec 1
Year 3 Graze Jul 23 to Sep 29

,~’oulh PaMure
Graze Aug 23 to Oct 24
Graze Jun 15 to Aug 16
Graze Sep 30 to Dec 1

Private Pasture
Graze Oct 25 to Dec 1
Graze Aug 17 to Sept 23
Graze June 15 to July 2

Defer grazing until after cool season seed ripe. When crops are grown on tile private pasture, the
permit will be adjusted to reflect the reduced availability of forage.

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:
Monitoring:

Burn 546 acres shrub~grassland to reduce soil erosion increase species and structural diversity and
amount of cool-season grasses. No actions planned to treat woodland because of unstable soils
and increased potential for erosion. Allocate expected forage increase of five AUMs to
wildlife/watershed.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every 10 years.
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636 Pajarito Allotment
G,’azing System: Develop three pasture rest~,’otation system to exclude livestock grazing from one BLM pasture eacb year.
Animals and A U M s: Cattle - 186 AUMs (approxianatc)

Season of Use: November I to February 28 (dormant season grazing)
North Pasture West Pasture East Pasture

Year I Rest Graze Nov 1 to Dec 30 Graze Dec 31 to Feb 28
Year 2 Graze Jan 23 to Feb 28 Rest Graze Nov 1 to Jan 22

Year 3 Graze Nov 11 to Dec 7 Graze Dec 8 to Feb 28 Rest

Vegetation Treatment:

Range Improvements:

Monitoring:

Burn 539 acres shrub/grassland to increase species and structural diversity and cool-season grass
component. No actions planned for woodland because of unstable soils and increased potential for
erosion. Allocate expected forage increase of 13 AUMs to wildlife/watershed.
Adjust allotment boundary to exclude Comanche Spring area, construct 4.5 miles allotment
boundary fence. These actions will reduce authorized AUMs by 24 to 38. To improve livestock
dist,’ibution, construct 1.8 miles pasture fence and p,’ovide two or three water sources. (These
actions may increase AIJMs for grazing, but mallocation will be made only when monitoring

studies indicated that additkmal AUMs are available.)
Monitor range condition at least once every two years.

521 Cuesteeita Allotment
Grazing System: None proposed; two pasture allotment,
Animals and AUMs: Cattle - 34 AUMs short term. Grazing p,’ivileges retained only lor current pcrmittcc; grazing to be

excluded upon relinquishment of permit, with no permit transfers allowed.
Season of Use: June 15 to Septcmber 30

North Pasture Private Pasture
Year 1 Graze Jun 15 to Aug 31 Graze Sep 1 to Sep 30
Year2 Graze Jul 15 to Sep 30 Graze Jun 15 to Jul 14

Defer grazing until after cool season seed matt,rity. When crops are grown on the private paslure,
the permit will be adjusted.

Vegetation Treatment:

Range hnprovernents:
Monitoring:

Burn 586 acres shrub/grassland to reduce soil erosion, increase species and structural diversity and
cool-season grass component. Allocate expected foragc increase of four AUMs to
wildlife/watershed.
None planned.
Monitor range condition at least once every five years.
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MINERALS

Developnaent of locatable mineral claims (fl~r gold,,
silver and other hardroek minerals) will continue to
require the filing of a Notice (for activity affecting less
than five acres) and/or a Plan of Operation (for all
operations in an ACEC or for those of five acres or
more). A Notice gives the BLM an opportunity to
revicw the activity and recomnaend to the operator
measures to avoid degradation. A Plan of Operation
allows for full review of the mining proposal, with
opportunity for public comment and development of
mitigating measures to ensure that. no unnecessary or
undue degradation occurs

As a general rule, all public lands not within Wilder-
ness Study Areas and/or not closed to mineral leasing
are available for oil, gas, geothermal and carbon
dioxide exploratkm, leasing and development. Site-
specific decisions on lease issuance and stipulations
are dcscribcd in the San Luis RMP (USDI, BLM 1991 
and the Taos RMP Amendment for Oil and Gas
Leasing and Development (USDI, BLM 1991).

The sale of mineral materials is a discretionary, not
mandatory, action. Applications for the removal of
common-variety mineral materials inchlding sand,
gravel, fill, volcanic cinders, and brick clay, and the
casual collection of fossil wood will be based on
restrictions contained in the RMPs, this CRMP, and
applicable Supplemental Rules.

Locatable Mining
The BLM will allow Iocatable mineral entry on 49,931
acres, primarily in the Upper Gorge Unit under the
Final Plan. A total of 73,820 acres will be under
withdrawal to protect resources that could be affected
by surface disturbance and/or facility development.
The additional withdrawals listed below will apply to
all public lands in the area described, along with any
parcels acquired by the BLM at a later date. A total of

14,122 acres of private and Stale lands will bc
withdrawn if acquired by the BLM under the Final
Plan.

All public lands within the Wild Rivers Recreation
Area will be withdrawn in the Upper Gorge Unit. All
public lands within the I.ower Gorge and Copper I lill
ACECs will be withdrawn.

Leasable Minerals
Existing mineral leasing closures or limits will con-
tinue in the Upper Gorge, with an additional 14,906
acres subject to the No Surfacc Occupancy stipulation
for oil and gas development. An additional 90 acres
will be closed to mineral leasing if acquired by the
BLM. The entire Lower Gorge Unit will be closed to

leasing activity. Mineral and geothermal leasing will
not be allowed in the Agua Calicnte and Rio Embtxdo
Protection Zones (an additional 4,550 acres) to protect
Mexican spotted owl habitat and scenic quality.
Leasing in the Lower Embudo Cultural Protection
Zone will be authorized with a No Surface Occt, pancy
stipulation.

Mineral Materials
No sales will be approved in the Rio Grande Corridor
ACEC, the Flat Top Mountain (2,000 acres) portion 
the San Luis Hills ACE(’., the Rio Grande WiM and
Scenic River, and the Wild Rivers Recreation Area.
No sales will bc made from the Lower Gorge Unit,
except at four sites that will remain open (the
Rinconada, Dixon and La Mesita pits and Arroyo
Hondo buikling block area near Pilar) until the
materials are exhat, sted. The Copper Hill ACEC will
be closed except tot three sites (Piedra Lumbre, Hilltop
and Canada del Oso). Scc Map 5 Ibr mineral material
site locations.
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PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Guidance for management of prehistoric and historic
resources on public lands is provided by various
%deral laws passed by Congress over the past
century, particularly Section 106 of National Historic
Preservation Act (as amended), Antiquities Act

(1906), Executive Order 11593, American Indian
Religious Freedom Act (1978), Archeological
Resources Protection Act (I 9791), and tbe Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(1990). The BLM must take into account the effects
of its actions or authorizations on cultural resources.
Agency policy is to avoid disturbing cultural sites, so
cultural inventories are required before surface
disturbance. If sites cannot bc avoided mitigation
must be carried out, ranging from making detailed
records to total salvage.

Register of Historic Places. Cultural resources and
selected sites will continue to bc interpreted lot the
public. The Big Arsenic Springs petroglyph site will
remain open to public use and monitored on a regular
basis. Guided hikes for visitors will continue to
provide some awareness and education to help
visitors respect the values associated with the site.
The BI,M will interpret historic and prehistoric
resources at the John Dunn Bridge and Manby Hot
Springs tbr visitors.

Lower Gorge
The BLM will complete an inventory of cultural
resources and provide interpretation where feasible in
Orilla Verde Recrcation Arca. The highest priority lot
inventory will be areas of intensive recreation use.

Specific recomnlendations are as follows:

Upper Gorge
The BLM will inventory 10% of this portion of the
planning area in Colorado by 2002, in addition to
conducting inventories when ground-disturbing
activities are proposed. Any location with heavy
visitation will be inventoried and the monitoring
lYequency increased from current levels. Sites that are
eligible l~r the National Register and able to
withstand visitation will be interpreted.

In New Mexico, the Wild Rivers Recreation Area will
be expanded to include public lands in the
Guadalape Mountains that contain cultural resource
sites. The BLM will complete a 100% inventory of
Wild Rivers Recreation Area for cultural resources
and rlorninate appropriate sites to the National

Copper Hill
The Lower Embudo Special Management Area will
become a part of the new Copper Hill ACEC, and will
bc managed under the prescriptions outlined under
tNew Mexico RMP-Level Dcciskms@des-cribcd as
follows. A Class III (100%) ct, ltural resources
inventory of the Lower Embudo Cultural zone will be
completed, and all archaeological sites will be
recorded. This inventory will be phased over time
and tied to priority areas (based on protection needs).
Archaeological sites will be nominated, as
appropriate, to the National Register of Historic
Places. Access to the pueblo ruins in the Lower
Embudo Cultural Protection Zone will bc limited to
permitted users only. Fire suppression techniques
cat, sing earth distt,rbance (e.g., fire lines built by
bulldozers or hand tools, off-road vehicles) will nol
be used within this zone.
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PUBLIC EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

Under the Final Plan the BLM will complete an
interprelive plan following the guidelines of tile Rio
Grandc Gorge Interpretive Prospectus+ BLM will
establish guidelines for signs to provide a consistent
appearance and message throughout the planning
area, provide a better appreciation of the resources
and local custom and culture, and to better identify
opportunities and help minimize conflicts. Most
interpretive signs and brochures will be available in
both English and Spanish. Signs will be posted at
river access points to provide information on the
location of adjacent access points, the length of river
segments, safely concerns and emergency services.
BLM will also establish partnerships with a wider
range of users (e.g., fishing, hiking, mountain biking)
to help infoml them of public land opportunities as
well as responsibilities.

The BLM will not provide onsite interpretation at
any areas in the Copper Hill Unit, but will provide
specific information or interpretive services at the
l"ollowing sites:

Upper Gorge
c La Sauses, Lobatos Bridge, and other sites in

Colorado: Place emphasis on riparian restoration,
river-related resources, raptors, and historic sites
and uses. Implen~ent interpretation of sites through
Los Caminos Antiguos Historic and Scenic Byway
partnerships;

C Wild Rivers Visitor Center: Continue displays of
resource management issues, human manipulation
of vegetation, and fire as a management tool;

C La Junta Point: Increase ranger patrols and contact
with visitors, self-guided nature trails, and plans for
interF, retive signing focusing on geology and_
Wild and Scenic Rivers;

c John Dunn Bridge: Post directional signs.
Continue weekend river ranger patrols to permit
boating use, provide inlbrmation, and direct traffic.
Place signing to support parking and use
restrictions/controls at the bridge and springs;

C Manby Springs: Post interpretive signing to
encourage protection of cultural resources;

c Rio Grande Gorge Bridge: Develop interpretive
signing on bridge and parking areas focusing on
the bridge; impact of the gorge on transportation,
geology and watchable wildlife; and the Wild and

Scenic River system in partnership with the New
Mexico State Highway and Transportation
Department;

C Place directional signs at all trailhcads;

Lower Gorge
c Taos Junction Bridge: Acquire land or develop a

land use agreement and put interpretive signing in
place to describe site’s history, river ethics, and
leave no trace practices;

C La Vista Verde Trail: Install a sign at tbe trail-head
about hiker safety, cultural resources protection
and vegetation. Provide BLM ranger presence,
including guided hikes;

C Orilla Verde Campground: Replace the ct,rrent
contact station with an t, nstaffed facility to pro-
vide exhibits describing the area’s recreation
opportunities, sites of interest, riparian ecosys-tem,
cultural resources, safety, wildlile, geology, and
native plants. A nearby volunteer host site will
allow lbr personal visitor contacts in st, miner;

C Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center: Provide displays
and interactive videos, about the Rio Grande
Gorge’s recreation opportunities, history and
resources. Promote visitor etiquette toward
resources and education about h)cal custom and
culture. The visitor center will serve as a hub for
environmental education with local and visiting
school groups. Formal presentations will be given
on a variety of topics of interest to visitors and
local residents;

C Pilar North Parking Area: Provide river ranger
patrols and limited informational signing;

C Quartzite Recreation Site: Develop interpretive
signs describing key resources and river charac-
teristics, and increase river ranger presence;

C Racecourse Parking Sites: Provide interpretive
signs at larger sites receiving the heaviest visitor
use, and focus on Wild and Scenic River
management, watchablc wildlife, and natural and
cultural features of interest;

C County l.ine/RinconadaOverlook: Provide
signing tocusing on riparian area protection;

C Lover’s Lane: lncrcase patrol of the site; and
C Embudo Station: Provide some patrols and

interpretive signing on river use, local history and
good neighbor guidelines in cooperation with
landowners.
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RIPARIAN RESOURCES

BI,M riparian areas in New Mexico and Colorado are
managed under general guidelines provided by the
agency’s Riparian/Wetland lnitiative fi)r the 1990s
(USDI, BLM 1991). The BLM in New Mexico has
developed more specific riparian policy and program
guidelines that will provide management direction
for this habitat in the planning area (Riparian 2000).

A total of 344 acres of public land with (or with
potential for) riparian vegetation exist in the
planning area, 127 acres in Colorado and 217 acres in
New Mexico. The BLM will continue the withdrawal
of Ihese areas from mineral entry and will keep them
closed to mineral and geothermal leasing. Under the
Final Plan, grazing will be eliminated from all
riparian areas with the exception of one allotment in
New Mexico; where over the long term grazing will
be excluded and in Colorado except at water gaps,
until proper functioning condition is achieved.
Vehicle access, where practical, will not be allowed

within 25 feet of perennial streams, unless mitigating
measures arc applied. Vegetation removal, with the
exception of exotic species, will contil~ue to be
prohibited. In New Mexico, riparian areas will be
included in new or enlarged ACECs or recreation
areas to provide for special management and
protection of these resources.

Upper Gorge - Colorado
BLM will continue to work with local groups to
eliminate unauthorized livestock grazing in riparian
areas by cattle moving from private lands on the east
side of the Rio Grandc. Grazing will continue in the
riparian areas of the La Sauscs (#4255), Pifion Hills
(#4249), Mesa Common (#4251), Pifion (#4245A 
B), and Flat Top (#4253) allotments at small water
gaps (about 2.5 acres total). The remainder of the
riparian area in these allotments will be allowed to
rest t, ntil the standards for a properly ft, nctioning
,’ipa,’ian area are met on 124.5 acres. Once in proper
functioning condition, grazing will be allowed as
long as a four inch stubble height on lncrbaceous
species is maintained through the May to Jt, nc high-
water season, no more than 20% of the annual growth
of woody riparian species is used by livestock, and
the area’s ecological health is main-tained. All
vehicle travel routes within riparian areas between the
La Sat, sos Cemetery and the I.obatos Bridge (on the
west side) will be closed to vehicle use. In addition,
the agency will treat closed routes to enhance riparian
vegetation (on 0.5 acre) and will plant on another ten
acres with willows and three acres with cottonwoods

over the first five years following plan approval to
restore native species. Additional plantings will be
undertaken as additional funding and partnerships
become available.

Upper Gorge - New Mexico
BLM will manage 48 miles of the Rio Grande and
four miles of the Red River to conserve the riparian
vegetation that is considered to bc in properly func-
tioning condition. BLM will enhance a portion oi’
the riparian area at the John Dunn Bridge (0.1 acre)

by restricting turnaround and parking space to an area
stxfficient for five cars at the east-side beach. The
launch site on the river’s west side at the John Dunn
Bridge will bc slightly expanded. These ac-tions will
provide a ,act gain of .05 acre of riparian vegetation.

Lower Gorge

Riparian habitat will be maintained or improved by
improving roads and trails, by removing exotic plant
species and by excluding grazing from all riparian
areas. The BLM’s goal of improving riparian con-
dition on nine acres will be achieved by closing
several sites t.o vehicles including the river access
road at the Arroyo Hondo Campground, public lands
at the confluence of the Rio Grande and Rio Embt,do,
a vehicle pullot, t located 0.5 mile south of Embt,do
Station on the east shore, and the pullout located just
upstream from the Velarde Diversion Dam (also on
the east shore). The public land at Lovers’ Lane will
be closed to vehicles, as well as most of the adjacent
private lands it’ they are ac-quircd (parking will only
bc available on a 0.5-acre area between NM 68 and
the cottonwoods). Salt cedar reraoval will continue at
the Orilla Verde Recreation Area on an additional two
acres. Graz-ing will be excluded from all riparian
areas in the Lower Gorge ACEC.

The agency will attempt to acquire 2,510 acres of
private land adjacent to the Taos Junction Bridge and
manage the 1.5 miles of shorelirle for riparian habitat
by closing selected areas (totaling 1.4 acres) 
vehicle use (two acres east of the Taos Jt, nction
Bridge will remain open to shoreline uses).

Seven miles of riparian habitat located along five
short stream segments within the Copper Hill Unit
will be managed to improve their current riparian
classification of functioning at risk. The BLM will
closely monitor grazing within the Rio de las
Trampas and Cafiada de Ojo Sarco riparian areas (in
the Cuestecita Allotment, #521) to ensure properly
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functioning riparian condition. Only the currcnt

permittees would retain their grazing privileges (no

permit transfers will be allowed) with grazing to be
excluded upon relinquislmlent of the pemait. All other
areas within tile unit will be excluded from grazing.

Monitoring activities in riparian areas usually varies in
intensity and complexity, but is used as a means of

guiding progress towards identified o[2jectives. In
most cases, a lower intensity of monitoring will occur

on areas that are at their potential, are not deteriorated,
or have little likelihood of producing resource benefits.

Table 3-5 displays the minimum frequency of
monitoring to measttre the achievement of objectives

in the Final Plan.

iii i i i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i iii i i iii i i i iiii i i i i i i i !!i ! ii iii i iii i i i iii i i !F iiii iii i iii iiiiiiiiiii i iiiiii i iii i i i iii!i ii iiiiiiiii i ii i i i
Photo poin!s at key areas every year

Ecological site inventory 3 years
(Colorado)

Aerial photography every 5 years or as needed
interpretation

Woody species density every 5 years or as needed

Woody species torm, every 5 years or as needed
vigor, and utilization class

Woody species age class every 5 years or as needed

Stream channel cross every 5 years or as needed

sections

Note: In New Mexico, riparian areas will be included in
new or enlarged ACECs or recreation areas to provide for
special management and protection of Ihese resources.
Refer to Chapter 2 for a description of these special
management areas.
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SCENIC QUALITY AND VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (VRM)

The BI.M uses its VRM system to assign appro-priate
VRM classes to public land in the plannirtg area
(refer to Table 3-6 for a description of the BLM’s
VRM classes), q’o determine whether or not a project
will meel VRM class guidelines, the agency uses the
contrast rating systern.

Class I To preserve the existing character of the
landscape. This class provides for natural
ecological changes; however, it does not
preclude very limited management activity.
The level of change to the characteristic
landscape should be very low and must not
attract attention.

Class It

(;lass III

Class IV

To retain the existing chtu’aeter of the
landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.
Managenlent activities amy be seen but
should nol altract the attention of the casual
observer. Any changes must repeat tile
basic elements of form, line, color, and
texture found in Ihe predominant natural
features of the characteristic landscape.

To partially retain the existing character of
the landscape. The ]eve[ of change to the
charactcristic landscape should be moderate.
Managemenl aclivities may attract attention
bul should not dominate tile view of tile
casual observer. Changes should repeat the
basic elements found in the predominant
natural features of the characteristic
landscape.

To provide tor management activities that
require major modification of the existing
character of the landscape. The level of
change to the characteristic landscape can be
high. These management activities may
dominate the view and be the major focus of
viewer attention. However, every attempt
should be made to nlinimize the impact of
these aclivities through careful location,
minimal disturbance and repeating the basic
landscape elements.

The VRM system, therefore, provides a tneans to
idcrttify visual (scenic) values, establish objectives
through the Resource Management Planning process
or on a case-by-case basis lot managing these values,
and provides timely input into proposed
surface-disturbing projects to ensure the assigned
objectives are met. See Table 3-7 for a summary of
VRM class assignmenls.

All public lands have bccnn assigned a VRM class to
set. guidelines for projects that cot, ld change I.I10
appearance of local landscape or structures. BLM
will provide for reestablishment of vegetation
through natural processes or by seeding to enhance
scenic quality in existing disturbed areas or areas
where roads have bccn closed.

Upper Gorge - Colorado
VRM Class 11 will continue to be assigned to 16,457
acres in the San l,uis Iqills WSA and the Ioreground of
the Rio Grande Corridor ACEC (as seen from the
river). VRM Class 111 guidelines will continue Io
apply to the remaining 31,323 acres in Colorado.
Scenic and visual quality will be maintained th,’ough
guidelines for existing special area designations.

Upper Gorge - New Mexico
VRM Class I will be assigned to the 12,413 acres
adjoining the wild segtnents of the Rio Grande and
Red Wild and Scenic Rivers. VRM Class I11 will
apply to 21 acres in developed recreation sites within
Wild Rivers Recreation Area, including the BLM
Visitor Center, Sheeps Crossing, Chiflo, Bear
Crossing, Chawalauna, Big Arsenic, Little Arsenic,
Montoso, La Junta and El Aguajc. VRM Class II will
be assigned to the remaining 24,143 acres in the New
Mexico portion of this unit. To preserve scenic
quality, the BLM will acquire state and private land
in the unit (both surface and subsurface) on a willing
seller basis (refer to Table 3-2 for a list of these
parcels).

Lower Gorge
VRM Class I will be assigned to those lands in the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area above the rim that are
bounded by NM 68, the north rim of the Arroyo
Hondo drainage, and the east rim of the Rio Grande
Gorge (if the lands are acquired). VRM Class II will
be assigned to 5,743 acres of the Orilla Verde
Recreation Area and 16,347 acres in the rcmainde," of
the unit. VRM Class I!I will be assigned to 24 acres
of the unit’s developed recreation sites below the ritn
of the gorge.

BLM will designate the public land south of the
Orilla Verde Recreation Area as the l.ower Gorge
ACEC to protect the visual quality of the Lower
Gorge IJnit. Rights-of-way in the ACEC will be
strictly limited and the area withdrawn from public
land and mining laws. The BLM will acquire State
and private land (both surface and subsurface) on 
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willing seller basis, with priority given to undevel-

oped land (refer to Table 3-2). To improve scenic

quality, the BLM will redesign and landscape the
Pilar North Parking Area and developed recreation
sites, revegetatc closed roads, and rehabilitate the old

mining site near the Taos Junction Campground. The

agency will also develop partnerships with the New
Mexico State Highway and Transportation
Departnmnt and Public Service Company of New

Mexico to improve the appearance of the NM 68 and

570 rights-of-way and the gas line parallel to NM 68.

Copper Hill

The BLM will protect the visual resources of the unit

by designating all public lands as the Copper Hill
ACEC. VRM Class I will be assigned to 1,775 acres

of the Rio Embudo and Agua Caliente Wild and

Scenic River study segments. VRM Class II will be
assigned to 4,789 acres. VRM Class 111 will be

assigned to 10,716 acres in the ACEC’s Central
Protection Zone. State and private lands in the

ACEC will be acquired on a willing seller basis. The
ACEC will be managcd to limit surface-disturbing

activities.

]!i, .......... ............................ ....

iii!i!i!iii iii iiiiiiiiiiiii!
Upper Gorge - I C
Colorado

II 16,457

III 31,323

IV (no C
assignment)

Upper Gorge I 12,413
New Mexico

II 24,143

III 21

IV (no C

assignnmnt)

Lower Gorge l C

II 22,090

111 24

IV (no C
assignmenl)

Copper Hill 1 1,775

II 4,789

IlI 10 716

IV (no C
assignmC, nt)

Planning Area I 14,190
Totals
(rounded) II 67,480

III 42,080

IV (no C
assignment)

Total 123,750
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WATERSHED MANAGEMENT (SoII~ VEGETATION AND WATER RESOLJRCES)

National guidance for management of vegetation
resources is provided in documenls such as the Public
Dornam Woodlands Management Policy Statement
(1982) and the Public Rangetands Improvement Act
(11978). The San l,uis and Taos RMPs also direct
management of vegetation resources as part of the
livestock grazing, forestry, wildlife, fire suppression
and vegetation programs. The BLM is mandated to
improve and protect soil and water quality, prevent
deterioration where technically and economically
feasible, and rehabilitate watersheds in unacceptable
condition. The agency must also prevent or minimize
threats to public health and safety, damage to natural
site characteristics, and economic losses that are the
result of floods, sedimentation, decreased water and
soil quality, accelerated runoff, and erosion on public
land. The BLM will continue to implement the
following actions and guidelines:

c Study the interaction between strcamflow and
riparian habit~tt. The Taos and La Jar~t Field Offices
will continue to work with BLM’s National Applied
Resource Science Center to study stream channel
morphology and flows in order to assess the
habitat’s ability to provide for fisheries resources,
consistent with goals of state wildlife agencies, and
determine where in the planning area these goals
can bc reasonably achieved;

c Take the lead to initiate a water resources
management group which will meet annually to

explore water quantity and quality issues in the
planning corridor. BLM will request participation
by the Rio Grande Water Conserwition District,
Colorado Division of Water Resources (Division 3),
Colorado Division of Wildlife, San Luis Valley
Ecosystem Council, Rio Grande Corridor Advisory

Committee, Rio Grande Restoration, New Mexico
Environment Department, Colorado State Health
I)epartment, New Mexico Department of Game and
Fish, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and LJ. S.
Geological Survey;

C Use Best Management Practices (BMPs), such 
those outlined in the Soil and Water Conservation
Practices Handbook (USDA, Forest Service) 
reduce nonpoint source pollution and conduct
monitoring designed to measure the effectiveness of
implemented practices;

C Comply with the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (1972), as amended, Clean Water Act (1977),
and Safe Drinking Water Act (1974). Drinking water
provided by the BLM is regularly tested and the
results submitted to the State. The BLM will

relain certified water system operators for all of its
public water supply sources;
C Follow water quality standards for all water bodies

set by the New Mexico and Colorado Water Quality
Control Commissions. The BLM has a Memorandum
of Understanding with New Mexico and Colorado to
reduce nonpoint source pollution from activities on
public lands. One key ion in reducing nonpoint
source pollution is to identify and apply BMPs for
every activity with the potential to impact water
quality. BMPs are to be identified in every
environmental assessment (EA), and must 
effective and efficient at accomplishing the project’s
intended purpose;

c Indirectly monitor water quality by conducting
periodic surveys for parasites and other components
that may adversely affect human health, and by
monitoring vegetation loss from surface-disturbing
activities. Vegetation is a major factor controlling the
amount and timing of erosion from a site. By
rehabilitating or manipulating the volume, form and
density of vegetation, the BLM can most directly
influence water quality. Water qualily also will be
directly monitored through occasional sampling of
chemical content and temperature;

C Follow the objectives of the BLM water rights
program, which arc to ( 1 ) cooperate with state
govennnents under state law to protect all water
used for public land management, (2) conform 
applicable state water rights laws and procedures,
and (3) protect existing water rights;

C Develop proiccts as needed to control exotic and
noxiot, s weeds. In the New Mexico portion of the
planning m’ea, actions will be directed by the Weed
Prevention Plan (USDI, BLM 1996). Actions will
include stipulating the use of weed-free seed mixes
and feed or straw bedding, reseeding of all areas
disturbed by planned actions, and providing extra
care to keep human activities in weed-infested areas
from spreading the infestation. Complete a plan to
determine the best strategy for controlling tmnarisk
and noxious weeds and reestablishing native vegeta-
tion to improve biodiversity within Orilla Verde
Recreation Area;

c Contain all fires on public land, including those
threatening private lands during the first burning

period (refer to the Glossary), excepl in areas where
an approved fire management plan is in effect. For
the areas outside of the BLM’s full suppression
zones, the BI,M will prepare fire management plans to
mcct "let burn" or "partial burn" objectives. The
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agency may conduct prescribed bums to support
resource management objectives; bum plans must
bc completed before such fires can occur. If
burning is unsuccessful in meeting vegetation
objectives, sites will be treated with herbicides.
Environmental Protection Agency guidelines
require that no herbicides be applied within 0.5 mile
of a residence, developed recreation site, or
perennial stream;

C Limit fire suppression within Wild Rivers Recreation
Area to the mcthods lcast disturbing to soils and
vegetation and limit fuelwood and timber sales to
those that will enhance wildlife habitat;

c Conduct fire snpprcssion activities within Orilla
Vcrdc Recreation Area m a manner least disturbing
to soils and vegetation;

c Fully suppress any unplanned fires within the full-
suppression zone in the Lowcr Gorge ACEC. In the
remainder &the ACEC, fire prescriptions and burn
plans will bc developed to mcct vegetation
management objcctives;

c Manage all woodland and forcstry resources within
the Copper Hill ACEC to cnhancc wildlife habitat,
ecosystem health, and scenic wdues. Use limited
techniques to suppress fires in the Lower Embudo
Cultural Protection Zone. Suppression techniques
causing earth disturbance (e.g., fire lines built by
bulldozers or hand tools and off-road vehicles) will
not be used within this zone; and

C Improve watershed and wildlife habitat conditions,
close 76.3 miles of roads to motorized vehicles.

Colorado

Sparse Shrub/Grassland: BLM will develop three test
plots in the sandy bench range type. On one plot
native cool-season seed (such as Western wheatgrass
or Indian ricegrass) will be broadcast. Another plot
will be reseeded with the same species, but by dril-ling
instead of by broadcast. The third plot will be a
control plot where no treatment will be applied. If
these tests are successful, up to 4% of the range sites
(1,124 acres) will be reseeded by the best method over
the life of the plan, as funding became available.
Treated areas will be rested from livcstock grazing tbr
two years to ensure greater success.

If the tests are unsuccessful, BI~M will develop
pamaerships with universities or colleges for graduate
studies to detemaine other methods for successfully
reestablishing desirable species on these sites. The
best available methods will be used until desired
species arc rccstablished on 4% of the range sites. In
the Flat Top Mountain WSA, only nativc species will
be reestablished using broadcast seeding by hand.

Savatma Woodland: Allow no fuclwood gathering
within thc planning area in Colorado. Any wood-lands
within this part of the planning area that are considered
operable are inaccessiblc becausc roads arc lacking. No
roads will be constructed for fuelwood gathering.

New Mexico
Oakbrush Woodland: The BLM will burn 184 acres in
New Mexico to create a diverse growth structt, rc and
restore habitat through planned and natural ignition.
Burns will only take place on lands with less than a
20% slope.

Savanna Woodland: BLM will treat 4,236 acres in
areas where stand expansion has occurred using
mechanical thinning methods or planned/natural
burning. Burns will only take place on lands with no
more than 33% slopes. The public will be allowed to
harvest a minimum of 75% of thc wood treated.

Piiion-Juniper Woodland: BLM will mechanically
thin or burn (by planned or natural ignition) 2,994
acres of pifion-juniper woodland. Areas selected for
treatment will have slopes of less than 20% and will
not be on ridges or north slopes. To create a mosaic
pattern only 20% of a particular area will be treated,
and treated sites will not. bc replanted. Prescribed
burns will be scheduled three to five years after
mechanical thinning to remove seedlings. Each area
treated will have one or two snags left per acre for
wildlife. The public will be allowed to harvest a
minimum of 75% of the wood treated.

M&ed Conifer Woodland: Approximately 9,744 acres
in the New Mexico portion of the planning area are
covered by mixed conifer woodland. About 20% of
this area ( 1,642 acres) will be mechanically thinned 
improve the competitive advantage for ponderosa pine,
reduce the potential tbr catastrophic fire, and allow lhc
natural fire process to bc reestablished. The total
square footage of remaining trunks (of all spccics) will
average 40 to 80 square feet per acre treated. The areas
to bc treated will bc selected where slopes wcrc less
than 20% avoiding ridges and north slopes and to
maintain these treated stands, the BLM will carry out
burns (planned or natural) at three to five-year intervals
to keep seedlings under control. A minimum of five
snags per acre will be left as wildliti: habitat. The
public will be allowed to harvest a minimum of 75% of
the wood treated under the Final Plan.

Shrub/Grassland: BLM will burn 3,523 acres to
improve ecological condition and species composition
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through planned or natural ignition. Areas will be
rested IYom livestock grazing lot a year if needed to
ensure enough ft,cl for a proper conlrolled burn. Burn
plans will be tailored to ensure that 50 to 75%
of the shrt, bs are killed to create a mosaic pattern.
BLM will limit treatment to sites with slopes less than
20%. No more than 33% of any site with this type of

vegetation will be treated. Burned areas will be
reseeded with native species where the potential exists
for invasion by noxious weeds, cheatgrass or other
t, ndesirable species. The agency will rest treated areas
from livestock grazing for at. least two years to allow
reestablishment of grasses.
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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

In Colorado, 41 miles of the Rio Grande (including
22 miles in the planning area) will remain under
interim protection. The Wild and Scenic River
(W&SR) designations on 64 miles of the Rio Grande
and four rniles of the Red River will not change.
BI~M will recotnmcnd an additional 12.6 miles of
river tot designation by Congress, as described below.

eight miles from the bridge to the State line as wild.
The BLM is managing this segment under interim
management restrictions to protect their wild and
scenic values beyond the turn of the century until
Congress designates these river stretches. (The
interim boundaries are 0,25 mile from the ordinary
high-water mark on each side of the river.)

The BLM has considered all rivers and streams in the
plalming area to determine what additional
evaluations are needed. Table 3-8 identifies the river
or stream segments and briefly describes the BLM’s
findings. Five streams have been determined to be
eligible I)r consideration as Wild and Scenic Rivers
(the eligibility studies and tentative classifications
arc included in Appendix 3). Because most of these
streams extend onto Carson National Forest lands, the
BLM will complete suitability analyses in
coordination with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
within the next several years.

Within the planning area, 108,7 miles of rivers or
streams will be protected I\~r these values, either as
designated W&SRs or under interim protection (rctqer
to Table 3-7).

The BLM will work with Taos and Rio Arriha
eoutatics to develop local land use plans to meet the
objectives of the Wikt and Scenic Rivers Act. BLM
will contim~e to take the following actions to manage
wild and scenic rivers:

Upper Gorge - New Mexico
In New Mexico, the Rio Grande between the State
line and the Taos Junction Bridge (48 miles) and four
miles of the Red River were among the first rivers
designated in 1968. These segments will continue to
be managed for their wild and scenic values. The
BLM will continue to jointly manage the Carson
National Forest portion of the W&SR.

Lower Gorge
BLM will manage the 12-mile segment of the Rio
Grande designated as scenic in 1994 to maintain its
recognized values. A permanent boundary will be
recommended to Congress as shown on Map 4. The
W&SR boundary between T 23 N, R 10 E, Section 15
SW1/4, NEI/4, and the west boundary of Section 20,
will be moved to the north side of the highway right-
of way, accommodating future highway expansion
without compromising W&SR values. The 7.6-mile-
long study segment identified in the 1994 legislation
will be recommended to Congress for designation

with a recreational classification and recommended
boundaries as shown on Map 4.

C Manage designated W&SRs following guidelines
established by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of

1968;
(2 Provkle protection for all areas found eligible for

designation as W&SRs until Congress makes its
decision. IRefer to the San Luis RMP for the study
of the 41-mile-long segment of the Rio Grande in
Colorado (USDI, BLM 1991); and

C" Allow uses of the public (or adjacent private) land
in the wild and scenic corridors that were being
practiced or were approved before the rivers were
designated to continue to the same degree, if
compatible with management objectives.

Upper Gorge. Colorado
In the Colorado portion of this unit, the BLM has
recommended a 22-mile segment of the Rio Grande
from the La Sauses Cemetery t.o the New Mexico state
line as suitable for designation, with 14 miles fl’om
the cemetery to the Lobatos Bridge as scenic, and

Copper Hill
B LM will recommend a five-mile segment of the Rio
Embudo tbr designation as awi Id component of the
W&SR System. Proposed boundaries are shown on
Map 4, and management prescriptions will be those
discussed throughout the description el this Final
Plata.

BLM will complete joint st~itabilit2,’ studies with tl~e
Carson National Forest on adjoining portions of the
following 10.1 miles of streams and river segments
(tentative classifications are shown ill parentheses):
Arroyo Hondo (scenic), Ticrra Amarilla Canyon
(scenic), Agua Caliente Canyon (scenic/wild),
Cafiada de Ojo Saree (scenic), and Rio dc las Trampas
(scenic). The BLM will manage these segments for
protection of wikl and scenic values until the
Congress determines their status. The interim
boundaries will bc 0.25 mile beyond the ordinary
high water line. (Refer to Map 4 for segment
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locations and the portions of each that will be

afforded this status, and to Appendix 3 lot more

infortnation oll the suitability studies.)

Upper Gorge 22 miles
Rio Grande - Colorado 1,280 acres public

3,200 acres private

Rio Grande/ 56 miles
Red River (1968) 13,516 acres public

1,306 acres USFS
340 acres state
128 acres private

Lower Gorge 12 miles
Rio Gramle - Exlension 3,990 acres public
(1994) , 590 acres pi,livatc
Rio Grande - Bosque 7.6 miles

Wild (8 miles, tenlative)
Scenic (14 miles, tentative)

Wild (53 miles)
Recreational (3 miles)

Suitable, as previously determined
in the San I,uis RMt’.

N/A

Scenic N/A

Recreational (tentative) Suitable - Recreational

Arroyo Hondo Scenic (tentative) Suitability analysis deferred

Copper Hill Wild (tentative) Suilable - Wild
Rio Embudo Box

l, 100 acres public
1,087 acres private

1.2 miles
380 acres public

5 miles
990 acres public
550 acres state

2.3 miles
39(1 acres public
210 acres state

i ......

2.9 miles
790 acres public
40 acres private
40 acres state

2,4 miles
450 acres public
40 acres state
90 acres private

1,3 nliles
210 acres public

Tierra Anlarilla Canyon

Agua Caliente Canyon

Scenic (tentative)

Wild (I.9 miles, tentative)
Scenic ( 1.0 lni[es,
tentative)

Scenic (tenlalive)

Scenic (lentativc)

Cai]ada de Ojo Saree

Rio tie ]as Trarnpas

Suitability analysis deferred

Suitabilily analysis deferred

Suitability analysis dcfi~rred

Suitability analysis deferred

Designated: 64 miles; 13,516 acres imblic (BLM), 1,306 U.S. Forest Service; 340 State; 128 priwlte
Recommended suitable in Colorado: 22 miles; 1,280 acres public (BLM), 3,200 acres private
Recommended suitable in New Mexico: 12.6 rniles; 2,086 acres public: 550 state; 1,087 private, Total 3,723
Eligible in New Mexico, with deferred suitability recommendation: 10.1 miles 2,220 acres public; 29(.)state; 130 private)
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WILDERNESS

The San Luis Hills Wilderness Study Area (WSA),
located within the larger San Luis Hills ACEC, is the
only parcel within the planning area under consider-
ation for wilderness designation. The BLM will
manage the San Luis Hills WSA portion of the San
Luis Hills ACEC lollowing guidance in the Interim
Management Policy and Guidelines ,for" Lands

tinder Wilderness Review (tJSDI, BLM 1995). 
actions will be approved, or new uses allowed, that
will damage the arca’s suitability I~)r preservation as
wilderness. (Note: Valid existing activities are
allowed to occvr in a WSA as long as no unnecessary
and undue degradation of wilderness characteristics

Occurs.)
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES HABITAT MANAGEMENT

The BLM manages habitat on public lands including
soils, watershed, and vegetation to benefit wildlife
and domestic livestock. The New Mexico arrd
Colorado state wildlife agencies manage the wildlife
on public lands, inch, cling regt, lating hunting and
relocation or reintroduction of wildlife populations.
Nothing in this plan alters these responsibilities.

The BLM’s objective is to protect sensitive species
and provide a habitat tior healthy wildlife populations
and vegetative communities. The agency will
continue to consult with other federal and State
agencies to meet this objective. Before authorizing
surface-disturbing work, BLM staff will conduct an
inventory to locate any species, plant or animal, that
is listed or proposed for listing. For actions that may
affect such species, the BLM must engage in formal
consultation with the U.S. Fish arrd Wildlife Service
t, ndcr Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.
Current lists of species within the planning area
which are listed or proposed for listing are available
from the La Jara Field Office and Taos Field Office of
the BLM.

Animal damage control within the corridor has been
managed under the emergency procedures outlined
in BLM Manual 6830. As of March 21, 1995, the
federal Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
was given full authority to manage animal damage
control efforts on public lands under an annual
operations plan. A Mmnorandum of Understanding
implemented on tile same date allows BLM input into
the plan but does not give the agency tile ability to
authorize any particular action. Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service completed an
environmeutal analysis for planned actions ira 1997.

The BLM will implenaent tile t~llowing actions and
guidelines throughout the Rio Grande Corridor:

c Do not endanger the continued existence of any
sensitive species or the habitat on which it relies;

C Monitor special-status species and maintain
updated lists;

C Manage southwestern willow flycatcher habitat in
conformance with the Southwestern Willow
Flycatcher Management Plan for 77~os Reso,.owe
Area (Marcia 11, 1998). Ira addition, BLM will
manage activities under its control in a fflanner
consistent with recovery plans for the southwestern
willow flycatcher;

c Close duplicate and dead-end roads on fragile soils

and within crt, cial wildlife habitats and maintain
road densities (miles of road per square mile) 
shown in Table 3-8;

!:: ’. !i :,:, :,:,:, :,iiiii!iiiiiiiiiiii!!ii::iii = i, === ,:=,,2 =,.... ............................. i

~i~!~!~i!!i!!i!!!~,./~i!!!!!!!{i!!!!!!!!!!l~iiiiiii!i!i!R~i!i!!!!iii!!i i!ii~@iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Upper Gorge - 91.2 miles 57.2/0.8
Colorado

Upper Gorge - 31.6 miles 31.6/0.7
New Mexico a

Lower Gorge 33.6 miles 23.5/0.7

Copper I lill 45.4 miles 14.g/0.5
i,,

Total/Average 201.8 mites 0.7 t,

Notes: q)esignations for this unit were completed in
1994.
bThis is a weighted average road density.

c Prohibit actions (i.e., access, activity) during
critical periods, such as breeding or wintering, to
eliminate potential adverse affects to wildlifE;

(2 Consider requests from the public for removal of
native vegetation on a case-by-case basis, except
in designated recreation areas/sites and all
riparian areas. These areas will be closed to such
use to protect the nesting sites of the
southwestern willow flycatcher mad roosting sites
for tim bald eagle;
Allow pack stock, such as llamas or horses, in the
planning area except at developed campsites and
on trails closed to such use (in the Wild Rivers
and Orilla Verde Recreation Areas);

C Construct cable grates on the mine entry at Black
Rock Springs and at the El Poso Cave entrance to
protect bats from human contact. The agency will
close the caves to the general public and will only
allow scientific studies;

c Treat approximately 13,703 acres to improve
biological diversity (refer to the "Vegetation, Soils
and Water Quality" section above);

Upper Gorge

C Modify 4.25 miles of net wire fence in Colorado
along the state line to li~cilitate big game migration
and movement;

c Do not allow parking or overnight use (including
camping) within 300 feet of existing trailhcads or
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trail descent points, as appropriate, to protect
wildlife migration corridors and access routes to
water. Install appropriate signs to inform users of
the restriction. Restrictions on overnight use will
not apply to the Manby, Raven, or Powerlinc

trailheads or to the trailheads on the cast rim of
the gorge within the Wild Rivers Recreation Area;

c Introduce a reproducing population of river otter
into the Upper Gorge Unit in coordination with
the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
and Colorado Department of Wildlife;
I Amit fuelwood and timber sales within Wild
Rivers Recreation Area to those that will enhance
wildlife habitat;

C Prohibit eornmereially guided fishing along the
Rio Grande fi’om Chiflo Trail to Big Arsenic Trail
(year-round) and on the Ute Mountain segment
(from April 1 to May 31);

c Close the West Rim Trail from the John Dunn
Bridge to Chifio from May 1 to July 31 for big
game fawning and calving;

Lower Gorge
C Restrict shoreline access in designated areas, and

close selected side channels to boating use to
protect bird habitat;

c Acquire from willing sellers tlac water rights tbr
springs in Arroyo 1 londo Canyon, east of NM 68
near Horseshoe Curve;

C Discourage human use on public lmld in the big
game migratory con’idor within Arroyo Hondo
Canyon (near l lorseshoe Curve);

Copper Hill
C Prohibit all surt~ace-disturbing projects, vegeta-

tive removal, and mineral material sales to protect
Mexican spotted owl critical habitat area
NM-BI,M-3 in the Copper I lill ACE(;. The habitat
area will be withdrawn from public land and
mining laws and closed to mineral leasing;

c Continue the cooperative effort with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish for the
reintroduction of Rio Grande cutthroat trout to
Agua Calientc Canyon after the existing popula-

tion of rainbow trout is removed. Designate the
Rio Grande cutthroat trout as a BLM sensitive
species in New Mexico;
Exclude livestock grazing including the Cuestecita
Allotment (#521 ) over the long term;

C Withdraw the ACEC from the public land laws
and mineral entry;
Allow new rights-of-way and mineral leasing only
within the Central Protection Zone; the remainder
of the ACEC will be closed;
Manage all woodland and tbrcstry resources to
enhance wildlife habitat and ecosystem health;

C Acquire state and private lands within the ACEC
by purchase or exchange with willing owners; and

C Acquire administrative access to Agt, a Calicntc
for fisheries management.

In rnanaging wildlife and their habitat, BLM is raced
with identifying whether progress has bccn made m
meeting desired objectives. As a means of tracking
success or failure, and to provide a backdrop for
evaluation, the BLM will implement the l-bllowing
monitoring methods:

Type Survey Method

Southwestern Willow CFWS Prolocol
Flycatcher

Cowbirds C Level of parasitism
C Identify Ibraging
distribution
C Relative abundance

Neotmpical Migratory CBreeding bird surveys
Birds

Raptors C Active nest counts
C Fledgling counts

Big Game c Population cot,hiS
c Sex and age ratios
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT

The objective of BLM’s recreation program is to
ensure the continued availability of quality outdoor
recreation opportunities and experiences that are not
readily available from other sources. Specific
program goals are the protection of visitor health and
safety; protection of the natural, cultural, and other
resources which provide the setting for a quality
experience; enhancement of the public’s enjoyment
of these lands through education and interpretation;
maintenance of high quality, univers-ally accessible
facilities; and resolution of user conflicts.

The Final Plan is designed to provide a balance
between recreation use, protection of resources,
visitor safety and needs of local residents. BLM will
implement the following actions and guidelines:

Continue to follow the Supplementary Rules for
managing visitor use on public land in the Taos
Field Office (Federal Register; May 10, 1996).
These rules are generally revised every five years,
with an opportunity for public input. The next
revision is scheduled for 2000.

tracking will yield numbers of recreation users, as

well as the social conditions that result from user
interactions, and will help determine the effective-ness
of the Rio Grande Corridor Plan. This data will help
with compliance of Special Recreation Permit
stipulations. In addition, monitoring will docnment
conditions of the riparian zone including river access
sites, campsites, springs and vegetation health.

Monitoring will take place during the high use season
from May through September using a team of BLM
rangers and volunteers. Although all seg-ments of the
Rio Grande in the planning area will be monitored,
special emphasis will be placed on high use zones in
the Lower Gorge where user interac-tions are most
numerous. In addition to river user numbers, the
count crew team will monitor quiet zones, outfitter
launch windows, parking, and visitor satisfaction in
order to determine if the Corridor Plan management
actions are effective. Infomaation compiled by this
team will be presented annually so that an accurate
picture of current conditions can be assessed.

Continue to collect user fees to comply with
national policy and establish new fees consistent
with policy and other local agency practices.

Controls will bc established for boating on most
segments of the Rio Grande with an opportunity
for a small increase in private or commercial use in
the Upper Gorge Unit and some growth in the
Lower Gorge Unit.

Any new facilities or services would be located in
areas already in use or would be provided when
older facilities were scheduled for major repair or
replacement.

Monitoring
The primary purpose of a monitoring program will be
to track recreation use on the Rio Grande. This

In the more remote sections of the corridor the number
of group encounters a user experiences is an indicator
of the type of experience a visitor has. The count crew
will conduct studies to determine the number of
groups encountered on average in differ-ent river
segments to determine if the remote nature of the
canyon experience is being compromised.

Campsite and river access sites will be measured and
photographed on a regular basis to determine the
extent of human impacts. Representative undisturbed
sites will be chosen in the riparian zone and monitored
periodically by photo points and site characterization
descriptions. Wildlife surveys will be conducted
periodically by BLM wildlife bio-logists to indicate the
overall health of the area. The discharge of springs
occurring on BLM lands will be measured periodically
in order to determine long-term trends.
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SPECIAL RECREATION USE PERMITS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Criteria used by BLM to evaluate applications for
commercial recreation on public lands in the Rio
Grande Corridor are as follows:

BLM’s ability to effectively administer the permit
within the capability of the resource. The BLM
will allow only the minimum number of outfitters
needed to provide recreational services, while
ensuring fair competition and an adequate level of
service;

Consistency with management objectives for the
area (such as suitability for a proposed use, or
mitigation of traffic, congestion, conflicts with
other uses, and timing); and

Whether the proposed service is readily or
potentially available from vendors on private
lands.

Outfitted Boating
The BLM will issue no new permits for use on the Rio
Grande between the Lobatos Bridge and the Velarde
Diversion Dam, outside of the approved and
authorized transfer process; nor for use in the new
Copper Hill ACEC. Existing Rio Grande boating
permits may be transferred in their entirety to any
qualified individual or company, but transfer of part
of a permit (e.g., for use on one particular segment)
will be allowed only to parties who already posess a
Rio Grande permit. If the number of permits for
segments south of John Dunn Bridge is reduced to
less than 10 (e.g., through attrition, cancellation), new
permit(s) may be issued to maintain this num-ber.
Segments above John Dunn Bridge will be
maintained at five permits. (Additional restrictions
on the use of permits are described in the following
Boating section).

Allocations for commercial boating activities on the
Rio Grande will be based on use figures collected for
the 5 seasons prior to the year when allocations will
go into effect. The figures for the two busiest years
for each outfitter will be averaged and used to
determine that outfitter’s allowable use, launch size,
and total number of launches. Commercial opera-tors
who fail to operate at least one commercial trip in one
of the two preceding seasons on any one segment will
lose permit privileges for that segment. Allocations
will be adjusted every five years or as conditions
warrant.

Outfitted Fishing Guide Services
Permits for the use of streams in New Mexico will be
considered after case-by-case review. Permittees will
be limited to one trip per day in the planning area
with up to four people per trip (including guides). 
address wildlife concerns, commercial-ly guided trips
are prohibited along the Rio Grande between the
Chiflo Trail downstream to the Big Arsenic Trail all
year and in the Ute Mountain segment from April 1 to
May 31.

Rock Climbing
Commercial permits will be considered on a case-by-
case basis. Individuals would be required to have a
permit only if they intended to permanently install
hardware.

Other Commercial Uses and Special Events
The BLM will permit these on a case-by-case basis.
The traditional Mother’s Day event began in 1959,
and will be allowed to continue, with daily boating
use restrictions waived for use of the Lower Gorge
segments. Other requested uses would have to
comply with restrictions in place for the area in which
the use is proposed.
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Boating will be regulated according to guidelines
listed below for the different segments of the Rio
Grandc and Rio Embudo. These guidelines, includ-
ing limits on group size, restrictions on boating during
certain times of the day or seasons, or closures at
specific river flows, vary by segment, depending on
the opportunities available, or the type of conflict
between users or resources.

BLM will monitor this use throughout the season and
work with outfitters, private boaters, residents and

BOATING

other recreation users on a recurring basis to deter-
mine whether adjustments can/should be made to
resolve new concerns or better meet the guidelines
established for each segment. An annual meeting will
be held with residents, private and commercial boaters,
and other recreation users to assess the past season and
recommend changes which could be made to resolve
recurring conflicts, reduce congestion, assure
equitable access, improve the quality of the
enviromnent, or address emerging issues.

All Boaters

Outfitted Boaters ¯

RIO GRANDE - ALL SEGMENTS

° Emergency takeout will be allowed on public lands at all times. No landing is allowed on
private lands, without landowner permission, except in an emergency.

¯ No motorized watercraft will be allowed to use the Rio Grande from La Sauses Cemetery
south to the Velarde Diversion Dam.

¯ Each outfitted or private group must register each trip at the launch site.
° All overnight parties, including solo kayakers, must use a firepan for all open fires, and a

human waste carry-out system, preferably a portable system compatible with RV dump
stations.

° A toll-free number will be available for advance telephone reservations or to provide
information on current boating conditions. The reservation system for segments requiring
them will provide equitable access to launches for private and outfitted boaters. Commercial
outfitters may be asked to verify a booking when making a reservation for a launch.

See Table 4-1, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Upper Gorge.

All Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Facilities

RIO GRANDE - UPPER GORGE

La Sauses Segment (La Sauses Cemetery to Lobatos Bridge)
¯ No restrictions will be placed on private or outfitted boaters.

At La Sauses Recreation Site BLM will define parking areas to control damage to riparian
habitat. Currently, BLM has an informal agreement with the landowner at Lobatos Bridge
which allows for public use at the site and will continue efforts to acquire public access rights
at Lobatos Bridge.

Ute Mountain Segment (Lobatos Bridge to Lee Trail)
° Launch/takeout access will be provided at Lobatos Bridge (as stated above), and from the

Sunshine Valley and Lee trails.
° The segment is closed to all boating from April 1 through May 31.
¯ Two launches are allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, but only one can be

overnight. All launches must be reserved in advance on a first-come basis.
¯ A total of 16 people (passengers+guides, commercial or private) will be allowed each day.

° Improvements at Lobatos Bridge, if access rights are acquired, will include a defined parking
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All Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

area, and if use warrants, seasonal or permanent toilet facilities.

Razorblades Segment (Lee Trail to Chiflo Trail)
¯ Launch/takeout access will be provided at Lee, Sheep Crossing and Chiflo trails.
¯ To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch

for an overnight trip will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come
first-serve basis. Overnight launches must be reserved in advance.

¯ Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).
¯ No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows

that daily use is exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional
controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

¯ No improvements are planned to facilities.

Upper Box Segment (Chiflo Trail to Little Arsenic Trail)
¯ Launch/takeout access will be provided at Chiflo, Big Arsenic and Little Arsenic trails.
¯ To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch

for an overnight trip will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come
first-serve basis. Overnight launches must be reserved in advance.

¯ Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers/guides).
¯ No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows

that daily use is exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional
controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

¯ No facility changes are planned; restrooms and picnic tables will be maintained.

La Junta Segment (Little Arsenic Trail to John Dunn Bridge)
° Access will continue to be provided by several BLM/Forest Service trails (Little Arsenic, La

Junta, Cebolla Mesa, Miners Trail). The takeout is located at John Dunn Bridge.

To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch
for an overnight trip (maximum group size of 16) will be allowed per day, and must 
reserved in advance. No additional restrictions will be placed on private boaters until
monitoring shows that daily use exceeds 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

¯ Two launches will be allowed per day, but only one can be overnight, with no more than 16
people (passengers + guides) to maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited
campsites available. Overnight launches will be available on a first-come first-serve basis.

¯ Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holiday launches will be assigned based on historic use records.
The assignments will be assessed every 5 years, or as needed, and adjusted if necessary.
Weekday launches will be available on a first-come first-serve basis.

¯ Outfitted groups are limited to 16 people (passengers + guides). Outfitters can occasionally
exceed the group size for day trips through use of a pool - up to a maximum of 21 people per
group, for a total of 10 times per season on a first-come basis.

° Outfitted launches will not be able to pass or takeout at John Dunn Bridge before noon on
weekends and holidays to help relieve congestion at the bridge. Trips wishing to continue
below John Dunn Bridge will not be required to obtain a separate Taos Box launch unless
monitoring determines a need.

° Primitive campsites and vault toilets are provided at the base of trails in the Wild Rivers
Recreation Area. Primitive campsites and vault toilets are maintained by the Carson National
Forest on Cebolla Mesa. Refer to the Taos Box segment for facilities at the John Dunn Bridge
takeout.
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All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

Taos Box Segment (John Dunn Bridge to Taos Junction Bridge)
¯ Launch access is provided at John Dunn Bridge, along the west shoreline north of the bridge.

The east shoreline north of the bridge will be used for overflow on the busiest weekends.
South of the bridge, both shorelines are closed to boaters. Taos Junction Bridge is the main
takeout (see the Orilla Verde/Pilaf section for access information). Parking is available along
the access road from Arroyo Hondo and may be expanded if BLM acquires additional lands
in the Arroyo Hondo Grant.

¯ Due to the limited number of campsites available, one trip per day of 16 people (guides 
passengers) will be allowed to camp on this segment, whether private or outfitted, on a first-
come first-serve basis.

° Up to 200 boaters will be allowed per day on weekends and holidays, and 150 will be
allowed per day on weekdays. No additional restrictions will be placed on private boaters
until monitoring shows that daily use exceeds these limits. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary.

¯ Private boaters will be encouraged to launch before 1:00 p.m. to ensure completion of the run
before twilight and minimize displacement of other users at John Dunn Bridge.

¯ See Table 4-1, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Upper Gorge.

John Dunn Bridge: year-round restrooms will be installed and the northwest shoreline area
expanded slightly. See the Orilla Verde/Pilaf segment for facility development proposals in
the Taos Junction Bridge area.
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All Pen-nits issued to outfitters specify the river segment in which they are allowed to conduct business. Four river
Segments segments will be allocated (La Junta, Taos Box, Orilla Verde (through Pilar only) and Racecourse). Commercial

use on other segments will be on a first-come first-serve basis. For trips that originate in one segment and
continue into another segment, launch requirements for both segments must be adhered t~ (for example, a Taos
Box trip continuing through Pilar must use one of their allocated launches to continue down river). The only
exception is tbr authorized La Junta segment outfitters that continue into the Taos Box segment after 12:00 pro.
Use continuing through file Taos Box in this situation will not count toward historical use in the Taos Box, since
this use generally would fall outside the allocated time period.

I II II

La Sausas No restrictions will be placed on outfitted boaters.

Ute The segment is closed to all boating from April i through May 31.
Mountain Two launches are allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, but only one can be overnight. All launches must

~e reserved in advance on a first-come basis.
A total of 16 people (passangers+guides, commercial or private) will be allowed each day.

Razorblades To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch tbr an overnight trip
will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis. Overnight launches must be reserved
In advance.

Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).
No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use is
exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if
determined to he necessary.

Upper Box To maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available, one launch for an overnight trip
will be allowed per day, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis. Overnight launches must be reserved
in advance.
Group size is limited to 16 people (passengers+guides).
No additional restrictions will be placed on private/outfitted boating until monitoring shows that daily use is
exceeding 32 people per day. Once this threshold is exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if
determined to be necessary.

La Junta Two launches will be allowed per day, but only one can be overnight, with no more than 16 people
(passengers+guides) to maintain primitive opportunities and due to the limited campsites available. Overnight
launches will be available on a first-come basis.
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holiday launches will be assigned based on historic use records. The assignments
will be assessed every 5 years, or as needed, and adjusted if necessary. Weekday launches will be available on a
first-come basis.
Outfitted groups are limited to 16 people (passengers+guides). Outfitters can occasionally exceed the group size
for day trips through use of a pool - up to a maximmn of 21 people per group, for a total of 10 times per season
on a first-come basis.
Due to the limited number of campsites available, one trip per day of 16 people (passengers~-guides) will 
allowed to camp on this segment, whether private or outfitted, on a first-come basis.
Outfitted launches will not be able to pass or takeout at John Dunn Bridge before noon on weekends and holidays
to help relieve congestion at the bridge. Trips wishing to continue below John Dtmn Bridge will not be required
to obtain a separate Taos Box launch unless monitoring determines a need.
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Taos Box

CHAPTER 4

All commercial launches will take place between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm.
Weekends and holidays: up to 8 launches will be allowed per day and size will be limited to 21 passengers per
launch.
Weekdays: up to 8 launches will be allowed per day and size will be limited to 32 passengers per lamlch.
Although no trading of passenger slots will be allowed between outfitters, they can occasionally exceed the day-
use group size limits above through use of a pool, up to a maximum group size of 40 passengers and only on
weekdays. Outfitters will request slots from the pool on a first-come basis. Initially the daily pool will have 15
passenger slots available.
Over-limit fees: to allow an outfitter to fill trips, BLM will allow up to 4 extra passengers to be booked, but an
extra fee will be imposed to remove any profit incentive for doing so. These extra passengers will not be counted
towards an outfitter’s historic use for allocation purposes. This option is not available for launches that have been
augmented from the pool. The over-limit policy may be discontinued if monitoring indicates a need.
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Segment

All
Segments

Orilla
Verde/
Pilar

Racecourse

Bosque

Winter Spring Summer Fall

Oct 15 - Feb 28/29 Mar 1 - May 14 May 15 - Aug 14 & Labor Day Weekend Aug 15 - Oct 14

Over- n t fees to ~ ow an outfitter to fill tri ~s BLM will allow up to four extra passengers to be booked oll Lower Gorge trips,
but an extra fee will be imposed to remove any profit incentive tbr d(fing so. These extra passengers will not be counted towards an

nutfltter’s historic use for allocation purposes. The overlimit may be discontinued if monitoring indicates a need.

Initially, no specific use allocation will be made for individual outfitters. All outfitted use will be regulated by guidelines described
below. Use will be allocated to specific outfitters when thresholds are exceeded on any given day. Once exceeded, that day will be

rationed for the following five seasons. Each outfitter will be given a specific nmnber of passengers as their allocation based on their

percent of Lower Gorge use for that season and the previous four seasons.
||,1

For trips that take place solely within Grills Verde Recreation Area, maximum group size s 40 passengers, but there is no limit at

this time on the number of launches.

All flows - 120
passengers per
day, first-come
first-serve basis,
maximum group
size of 32.

50 passengers per
week through Pilar,
reserved on a first-

come first-serve
basis, maximum
group size of 32.

ALl, FLOWS: No passage allowed past Orilla Verde
Campground before 9am or alter 3pro. Trips originating
above Tans Junction will have to use (or join) an Orilla
Verde/Pilar launch to continue downstream, provided group

size requirements are met..
BELOW 2000 CFS: 32 passengers per outfitter per day, one or
two launches.

BETWEEN 2000-4000 CFS: Each outfitter can take a total of 32
passengers in one or two groups through Pilaf as part of their
Orilla Verde allocation. In addition, one Racecourse trip per
outfitter can launch above Pilar; limit is 40 passengers.

ABOVE 4000 CFS: No boating unless priwtte owners grant
portage rights around the Pilar Bridge, or the bridge is

reconstructed.
POOL: The Racecourse and Orilla Verde/Pilaf segments will

have a combined pool of 50 per weekend and 100 per weekday
which may be used to increase group size up to 90 on
weekdays and 50 on weekends,on a first-come first-serve
basis. Where augmented launches exceed 40 passengers,
launches must split and be staggered in 10 minute intervals to
minimize the impacts of large groups
ALLOCATIONS: Specific days will be allocated when

passengers exceed 300 (when flows are below 2000 cfs), 
450 (when flows are above 2000 cfs). These allocations will
apply to all trips taken between Tans Junction Bridge and
County Line.

All flows- 120
passengers per
day, first-come
first-serve,
maximum groups
size of 32.

Qumlzite launch windows will be assigned each outfitter from 8:30am to 3:30pm. Limits arc 40 passengers per launch, two launches
per day per outfitter. On weekdays, outfitters will be able to combine these two launches into one by providing advance notice to
BLM. Most trips will take out at County Line. Although no trades will be allowed between outfitters, BLM will maintain a Lower

Gorge pool that all outfitters can draw from. Racecourse and Orilla Verde/Pilar will have a combined pool of 50 per day on
weekends, and 100 on weekdays. The pool can be used to increase a launch to 50 passengers on weekends, and 90 passengers on

weekdays. These augmented launches, as well any combined launches, will be encouraged to be rescheduled (luring the noon period.
When passenger numbers on any given day exceed 600 in the Racecourse, the size of the pool may be rednced, and/or that day will

be allocated for the fbllowing five years for this and the Orilla Verde/Pilaf segment combined, based on historic use during the
season when the threshold was exceeded and the previous 4 seasons.

All trips for outfitters authorized to use this segment (except for high water trips originating above County Line and ending at
Lovers" Lane) will count toward the daily limit of 50 passengers. Outfitters without a Bosquc permit will not be allowed to float
past Lovers’ Lane.

50 passengers per
week first-come
first-serce basis.

50 passengers per
day, first-come
first- serve basis.

50 passengers per day, first-come first-serve basis.
ABOVE 2000 CES: One Racecourse trip per outfitter per day
can take out at Lovers" Lane.
ABOVE 4000 CFS; All Racecourse trips can take out at County
Line or Lovers’ Lane, choice up to the outfitter.

50 passengers per
day, first- come
first-serve basis.
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All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Private Boaters

RIO GRANDE * LOWER GORGE

Orilla Verde/Pilar Segment (Taos Junction Bridge to Quartzite Recreation Site)
¯ Launch and takeout will be allowed at Taos Junction Bridge, the Cable Site (north of gauging station 

kayak/canoe only), and Lone Juniper, Takeout will be allowed only at Orilla Verde Campground.
Access at Karmic Wave will be allowed only for boaters in kayaks or canoes. Other sites may
bc accessed from thc river to use shoreline facilities - boats can be moored or partially
dragged on shore. Shoreline access will be restricted in designated areas and selected side
channels closed to boating to protect wildlife habitat.

¯ Until portage rights are granted at the Pilaf Bridge, or the bridge is altered to allow safe
passage at higher flows, all boaters will take out at Lone Juniper or Orilla Verde Campground
when flows are 4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) or higher. No public access is available 
the village of Pilar except with landowner permission, or for an emergency.

¯ A no stopping and quiet zone will be enforced from Pilaf Campground downstream to the
beginning of Karmie Wave. Sounds must be kept at conversational levels, except in
emergencies.

No restrictions will bc applied initially to private boaters until monitoring indicates that 100
or more private boaters per day are passing through the village of Pilar. Once this threshold is
exceeded, additional controls may be implemented if determined to bc necessary. Measures
may include providing information at upstream launch sites to encourage private boaters to
take out at Orilla Verde Campground; prohibiting boating past Orilla Verde Campground
takeout after a specified time; or others which may be suggested at that time.

¯ See Table 4-2, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

¯ Taos Jnnction: BLM will work with private partners to provide management of the private
lands on the east side of the river between Tans Junction Bridge and the gauging station. If
acquired, permanent facilities will be constructed at the Taos Junction boater takeout. If the
private lands are not acquired, BLM will provide for boater access on the west side of the
river.

¯ Cable Site: the parking area at the Orilla gauging station will be relocated to the cable site.
The vault toilet currently located across from the gauging station will be relocated to the new
parking site.

¯ Lone Juniper: the site will be redesigned to improve access.
° Orilla Verde Campground: access will be improved; boater parking and launch/takeout will

be separated from other uses.
¯ See Camping section for additional information.

Racecourse Segment (Quartzite Recreation Site to County Line Recreation Site)
° Quartzite, Souse Hole, and County Line are the main river access sites.
¯ Locational boating will be available where desired, but vehicles must be parked in areas

which have been approved by the Highway Department. Outfitted boater parking will be
identified through BLM permit stipulations.

° At Quartzite during congested periods, the beach may be divided into two zones - one for
rafts that are inflated and rigged or canoes/kayaks (express lane) and one for rafts that are not
inflated and rigged.

No restrictions will be placed on this group until monitoring indicates that 300 or more
private boaters per day are launching from Quartzite. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary. Additional actions
may include assigning launch times, encouraging use at less congested times, or other actions
which might be suggested by interested parties.
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Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

All Boaters

Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters

Facilities

¯ See Table 4-2, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

° Quartzite: the level of the beach will be raised to allow use at higher flows, and improve
traffic flow with signs and barriers. The BLM also will install a pay/emergency telephone.

° Pilar North Parking Area/Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center Parking: a committee of
stakeholders will make recommendations to provide for additional short- and long-term
parking and improved rest’room facilities for outfitted and private boaters and other users of
this area.

° Souse Hole: build a permanent rest room and provide more space for parking.
° County Line Area: build permanent rest rooms, improve access and parking, install a

pay/emergency phone, use signs and barriers for vehicle controls, and landscape.
° Other Sites: provide portable or permanent vault toilets at additional sites if use, resource

degradation or public safety warrants. The BLM will work with the Highway Department to
provide safe access points for sightseeing and parking, and improve trail access to the river to
control erosion and provide for user safety.

Bosque Segment (County Line Recreation Site to Velarde Diversion Dam)
¯ County Line, Lovers’ Lane, Embudo Station (if owner allows) and Embudo South are the

main river access sites. There will be no landing on private lands except in emergencies or
with landowner permission.

¯ A quiet zone will be enforced from County Line downstream to Embudo Station. Sounds will
be kept at conversational levels except in emergency situations.

No additional restrictions will be placed until a threshold of 50 or more private boaters per
day launching or floating past County Line is reached. Once this threshold is exceeded,
additional controls may be implemented if determined to be necessary. Additional actions
may include reducing group size, requiring call-in reservations, or other measures which may
be proposed by residents, boaters or BLM.

° See Table 4-2, Outfitted Boater Guidelines for the Lower Gorge.

County Line: See the Racecourse section for a description.
Lovers’ Lane: if public access is acquired, a permanent rest room will be built and a parking
area established above the riparian area. If access to this parcel is not acquired, then BLM
will work with stakeholders to determine alternative strategies.
Embudo Station: private facilities may be available if boaters make arrangements with the
owner. If the Embudo South site is developed, BLM will limit development to what is
needed to provide for resource protection or public safety, such as a vault toilet or trash
receptacle, a small parking area, and a trail to the river.
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Private Boaters

Outfitted Boaters *

Facilities

RIO EMBUDO

Rio Embudo Box (west boundary of Picuris Pueblo to BLM road 146 access point)
¯ Boaters will be required to register at river put-ins. BLM will monitor activity and may

propose actions if more than 200 boaters per year are making use of this segment.

No commercial use permits will be issued for boating on the Rio Embudo.

Low-key signing will be used to identify access points and mark public land boundaries.
Parking areas will be defined with landscape barriers.

All Boaters

Other Segments
BLM will cooperate with Picuris Pueblo in providing information to the public about their
use restrictions. Downstream of Dixon, BLM will monitor use and propose actions to resolve
any concerns related to boater use, such as unsafe parking, trespass, noise, or other issues.

Facilities ¯ No facilities are planned.

The public lands are used for a large variety of
recreational pursuits that require little in the way of
facilities or developments and for the most part,
currently do not require intensive management.
Wildlife and bird watching, recreational rock
collecting, rock climbing, and camping away from
developed sites are a few of these pursuits.

Casual recreation use was considered during
development of proposals for vehicle use (refer to
Access), since access is an important element in many
of these activities. Non-motorized trails are also an
important element in access and are describ-ed below
under "Trails. (page 4-11). When parking or camping

CASUAL USES

within developed recreation areas or sites, visitors
will have to keep vehicles within 25 feet of any
designated route of travel. In the rc-mainder of the
planning area, vehicles will have to remain within
300 feet of designated routes; this restriction may be
re-visited by the Taos Field Office during future
transportation planning in adjacent planning areas.

An environmental assessment is being prepared to
consider commercial hot air balloon activities near
the Manby Springs area. A decision on this issue will
be provided following additional public input and
analysis.

BLM will take steps to improve access to favored
fishing sites, including steps to provide for improved
access, or barrier-free fishing platforms where terrain

FISHING

allows. Information will be provided at entry or key
use sites to minimize conflicts with otber users.
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CAMPING/PICNICKING

Steps will be taken to provide developed sites for
both day and overnight use at several locations
throughout the Rio Grande Corridor, with an
emphasis at Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde Rec-reation
Areas. Key river access sites, such as John Dunn
Bridge, Taos Junction Bridge (the east shore),
Quartzite and County Line will remain closed to
camping but be developed for a variety of day-use
activities.

Camping will be allowed throughout the corridor,
with these guidelines:

Camping in Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde
Recreation Areas is allowed only at developed or
designated sites. Undeveloped campsites outside
the two recreation areas will remain so, unless
monitoring indicates a need for facilities (such as
restrooms, trash containers, site designation,
hardening) to mitigate resource damage.

Within Wild Rivers Recreation Area, no additional
sites within the gorge will be designated for
camping. Shelters visible from rim viewpoints will
be removed as the shelters deteriorate.

signed or marked.

Ovemight use will not be allowed within 300 yards
of existing trailheads or trail descent points. An
exception will be made for developed sites within
the Wild Rivers Recreation Area and at the Raven
and Powerline trailheads.

Human waste must be carried out by all overnight
boating groups not staying in developed
campgrounds.

Campfires in Wild Rivers and Orilla Verde
Recreation Areas and at all developed sites will be
allowed only in grills or facilities provided. In
undeveloped areas, campfires will be allowed, but
the use of camp stoves will be encouraged instead.
Dead and down wood can be collected for
campfires. Boaters will have to use firepans for any
campfires along the river and may only use
driftwood.

Facilities that are not universally accessible will be
replaced or redesigned after considering physical
and economic feasibility.

¯ Within Orilla Verde Recreation Area, camping will
be allowed at designated primitive sites (Lone
Juniper and two sites on the west side of the river).

¯ Areas opened/closed to camping will be clearly

In the Copper Hill ACEC, primitive camping will
be allowed except within 100 feet of rivers or
streams to protect riparian habitat.

TRAILS

Trails have been used throughout the Rio Grande/Rio
Embudo corridor to access favorite sites for fishing,
boating, or other pursuits, or for the enjoyment of
walking, biking or horseback riding. Table 4-3 lists
the trails which will be maintained and/or built to
continue providing for these opportunities. The
following guidelines will be followed by BLM in
implementing this plan, or by the trails’ users:

When proposed trails cross state or private
property, an access easement will be acquired
before public use is encouraged. If an casement
cannot be obtained, the trails will be rerouted to
avoid the parcels.

¯ Place directional signs at all trailheads and trail
junctions.
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Rio Grande Corridor ACEC (Colorado)
State L~e Gauging Station
mery urr

Rio Grandc Wild and Scenic River (New Mexico)
East Rim - Sheeps Crossing to Sangre de Cristo Grant (p)

Ute Mountain
Cisneros, East and West
Sunshine Valley
Lee
Razorblades
Miner’s
Black Rock Spring
John Duma
Manby Spring
Raven, East & West
West Rim - SR 567 north to Chiflo; closed north of John

Dunn Bridge May 1 -July 31 for wildlife (e)
Yellowbank
Powerline

Wild Rivers Recreation Area
Sheeps Crossing (NRr)

Chiflo, East and West (NRI’)
Bear Crossing
Big Arsenic Springs
Little Arsenic Springs (NR’r>

La Junta fNRJ?
La Junta Nature Trail

Wild Rivers Recreation Area (continued)
E1 Aguaje (NRT)
Confuence
Guadalupe Mountain
Pescado Trail - linking Wild Rivers Recreation Area ~md

the Red River Fish Hatchery (P)

Red River Fault Loop
Rinconda Loop
Red River

Orilla Verde Recreation Area
La Vista Verde
West Rim - Petaca to SR567
Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center Nature Trail
La Cieneguilla Trail - Pilar Campground to Taos Junction

Bridge (e)

Lower Gorge ACEC
Improve foot trails from parking areas along NM68 to river

sites. Where terrain allows, BLM will construct a trail
which parallels NM68 to connect these parking areas for
foot or bicycle travellers.

Rinconada Hill - County Line Recreation Site to Rio
Grande Gorge Visitor Center (P)

Copper Hill ACEC
Agua Caliente

Rinconada Hill (p)

Notes: NRT = National Recreation Trail P = new trail or planned extension of existing trail
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APPENDIX 1

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

ACHP
ADC
ACEC
AGL
AIRFA

AMP
AI’HIS
ARPA
AUM

BLM
BMP

CDOW
C I:: C
CFR

CO
C R
CRMf’

cwocc

DOD

I,:A

EIS
EPA

FAA
FLI’MA

113/s

lIMP

LAC

M

MOU

NCA

NEPA

NIIPA

NM

NMDG&F

NMEI)

NMSII&TD

Advisory Council on 1 listori¢ Preservation
Anit’nal l.)alnage Control (federal agency)
Area of Critical Environmental Concern
above ground level

American Indian Religious Freedom Act
Allotment Management Plan
Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service
Archcological Resources Pl’olectioll Act
animal unil monlh (grazing)

Bureau of Land Management
Besl Management Practice

Colorado I)ivision of Wildlife
Colorado Environmental Coalition
Code of Federal Regulations

Colorado
County Road
Coordinated Resource Management Plan
Colorado Water Quality Control Commission

Dcparlmenl of Delcnse

l.;nvironmental Assessment
Eiwiroamoalal llllpacl Slalcmenl

Environmental Protection Agency

l.’ederal Aviation Administration
Federal Land Policy & Management Act

(1976)
cubic fcct per second (watcrllnw)

I labitat Management Plan

"Intprovc" category Ibr grazing allotments

Limits of Acceptable Change {monitoring
system)

"Maintain" category for grazing allotmenls

Melnorandum of Understanding

Nalional Conservation Area

National Environmental Policy Act (1969)

National 11istoric Preservation Act

New Mexico New Mexico State Highway

New Mexico Department of Game & Fish

New Mexico Environment l)cpartrnent

New Mexico State l tighway &

NMSO

NMWQCC

NOI

N()I.

NPS

NRCS

NS()

()HV

ORV

OVRA

P.I,.

P.L. !)0-452

P.l,. 103-242

PRIA

R,

RGCRMP

RGORP

RMP

ROE)

ROS

ROW

R&PP

RV

SCORP

SCS

Scc.

SIIPO

SMA

SRMA

-F.

USDA

Transpo~Xation Depwl:ment

New Mexico State Office (BLM)

New Mexico Water Qnality Control

Comntission

Notice of Intent

not ot:,en to leasing (for oil & gas)

National Park Service

Natural Resources Col]servalion Service

(formerly SCS)

no surface occupancy (oil & gas leasing

stipulation)

off-Ifighway vehicle

off-road vehicle

Orilla Vcrde Recreation Area

Public Law

Wild & Scenic Rivers Act (1968)

Amendment to the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act

(:1’)94)

Public Rangelalads ItnprovemeiR Act

Range

Rio Grande CooMinated Resonrce

Management Plan

Rio Grande Occupancy Resolution Program

Resource Management Plan

Record of Decision

Recreation Oppo,~unity Spectrum

right of way

Recreation & l’ublic F’urposes (Act)

recreational vchiclc

Statewide C:ompreheltsive Ot,ldoor

Recreation Plan (New Mexico)

Soil Conservation Service (now NRCS)

Section

State l listoric Preservation OITicer

Special Management Area

Special Recreation Managen’~enl Area

Township

U.S. Department of Agriculture
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

I.JSDI I_J.S, Departn3ent of the Interior

USFWS/FWS U,S, I:ish & Wildlife Service

USFS U.S. Forest Service

USGS U.S. Geological Survey

WRRA

WSA

WSR

Wild Rivers Recreation Area

Wilderness Study Area

Wild and Scenic Rivet’

V R M visual resources managenlent (BLM program)
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LIST OF PREPARERS

:::::::::::::::::::::: :

Core rrcanl
Terry Humphrey Tczun Leader (NM) BS - Recreation Management, BLM/NPS/USFS .. 20 years

Foreslry

Bill Dailey Team Leader (CO) MPA - Public Admin BLM/COE/City of Colorado
Recreation/l’ransportation BS. Agriculture Springs - 6 years

John Bailey Recreation (NM) HA - Anthropology BLM/NPS - 2:; year’s

.Iohn FIlIigtol Recreation/Access/Visual Res. BS - Landscal)e/Architecture FII .M/USI"S - 26 years
(NM)

Mike Casscll Vegetation ((2()) I/S - Agriculture BLM/USFS - 7 years

SLtnl DesGeorges W i ld l i felV e get ationfr ransp./Fire BS - Wildlife Biology BLM - 18 years
(NM)

Kent blain iltoll Project Advisor (NM) BS - Agricultural F.conomics BI.M/BIA - 34 years

Patty McLean Prt~jecl Advisor (NM) BA - English BLM/NPS/DOI - 29 years

Yasmeen N~(jllli Asst. Team Leader/Recreation BA - I-’olitieal Science BLM/USFS - 2 year’s
NM)

Mark Sundin River Managemenl (NM) BS - Int’l & Env. Studies BLM - 12 years

Interdisciplinary
"J’eam Rccreal.ion/Environmen ta] Educ. I{S- Wildlife Management, BLM/USFS - 14 ycars
Anne Apodaca (NM) Biology

Jolm Carochi Resource Advisor (:CO:) BS - Range Management, BLM - 22 years
[:orestry

l_,arry Durarl Wildlife (C()) BS - Wildlile Biology USFS/BLM - 7 years

I)ave Gilbert Fisheries (CO) HS - Fishery Biology CI)OW/VWS/BI.,M - 16 years
MS - Wildlif¢ Biology

Melissa Johnston Vegelalion/Range Managell]ent BS - Range Management BLM/USFS - 6 years
(CO)

Fred Martinez Minerals (CO) BS ̄  Geology, Erw. Science BLM/USFS - 19 years

Bill Miller Lands/Realty (CO) BS - Forestry BLM. 21 years

Hill Overbaugh Wild &. Scenic Rivet’ Studies (NM MA - Outdoor Recreation BI.M - 15 years
HS - Natural Resources

,leanotte Pranzo Socioecc, nomics (CO) MA - Economics BLM - 20 years

Karhl Rogers Socioeconomics (CO) BA - l/conomies Bl.M/Other F:conomics
Training

Jim Silwl Fire (NM) BS - Biology BLM - 25 years

Steve Storo Mincrals (NM) BS - Geology BLM - 1 I year,;
MS - Hazardous Wasle Mgl.

.Jerry Wall Soils/Air/Water (NM) MS - Forest Soils BLM/t)SFS - 29 years
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I)ave Wallace Vegetation/Fire/Forestry (NM) BS - Wikllife Biology, Range BLM/Wyoming (lame & Iqsh 
Mglnt. 5 years

Monica Wcimcr Cultural Resources (C()) MA & BA - Anthropology BI_,M/Contract Work - l I years

Royce Wheeler Vegetation/Range Management BS - Range Management BLM - 27 years
(CO)

Paul Williams Cultural & Historical l~,csourccs MS ̄  Anthropology BI.M - 17 years
(NM) BA - Psychology

Lor;.t Y0neJlIoto Lands/Realty (N M) BLM Lands School BI_,M - 13 year,;

Wayne Yormrnoto Vegetation/Range Management BS - Range Management BLM - 17 ye, ars
(NM)

M’Lee Beazley I)esktop Publishing/Graphics/ Graphic Design (degree in BI.M - 15 years
Printing Specialisl (NM) progress)

Bob Bewley GIS Mapping (NM) MS & IIS - Geography BLM/Other- 16 years

DoIII1 Bode GIS Mapping (C()) BI,M/USFS - 5 years GIS
13 years cartography

Grog I 1on1~111 Cartographer (NM) BS - Geography BI.M/Olhcr- II years

Charna [ ,e fton Public Affairs (NM) Graduate work - Public BLM/U.S. Peace Corps/Red
Relations BA - Psychology Cross - 16 years

Mark I.ow±lo Cartographic Technician (NM) BLM - 16 years

Francina Martinez Lands/Realty/Process Re, cords HI,M I.ands School BLM 7 years

[(NM)

Eli7.abeth Peck (-;IS Mapping (NM) BS - Geography HI,M - l0 years

S{li3h W, Spurrier Wriler/Edilor (NM) MBA, BA Psychology HI.Ml(31her - 17 years

,I. W. Whimey I’lanning i’rocess (NM) BS - Botany III.M - 3() years

Note: ~’ Acronyms are as lollows: BIA - Btll-eati of Indian AffairslBI,M - Bureau of Land Managemcntl CDOW -

Colorado l)ivision of WildlifelCO - ColoradolCOE - Corps of EngineerslDOl - Deparlment of Ihe

InteriorlFWS - tJ.S. Fish & Wildlife ScrvicclNM - Now MexicolNPS - National Park ServicelUSFS - U.S.
Forest Service.
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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY

APPENDIX 3

SUMMARY

The three phases of a Wild and Scenic River (WSR) Study are eligibility determination, classification analysis, and
suitability assessment. In this report the Bureau of l.and Management (BLM) evaluates the eligibility of 
waterways within the New Mexico porlion of the Rio Grande Corridor Planning Area for designation as Wild arid
Scenic Rivers (WSRs). Seven watcrways have bccn determined to be ineligible and are dropped fi’om further study.
Seven waterways have met the critcria for eligibility, and tenlativ¢ classifications of wild, scenic, or recreational
have been assigned.

Tint BLM manages only small portions of the larger watersheds for five of the scvcn eligible and Icntatively
classified waterways. The agency lrltlSI now coordinate with other landowners upstream to complete WSR studies.
Two of the seven eligible and tentatively classified riversC Rio Embudo and Bosque segment of the Rio
GrandeC are considered manageable waterways in and of themselves and arc analyzed for suilabilil.y for inchJsion
in the National WSR System,

Tile purpose of the suitability study is to develop recornmendations Ibr tile Rio Grandc Corridor Coordinatcd
Resource Managcmcnl Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (CRMP/EIS) and to provide a basis lot Congress 
determine whether the two river segments should be added to tile National WSRs system.

INTROI)U(?TION

BI~M planning guidance suggests that WSR studies bc completed for all waterways wilhin the scope of a planning
area. This study considers tile following 14 waterways for inclusion ill the WSRs systernC An’eye Hondo, Rite
Cicnegt, illa, Piedra I.umbre Canyon, Tierra Amarilla Canyon, Agua Caliente Canyon, Cafiada dc Ojo Sarco, Rio de
las Trampas, Cafiacla de Piedra lmmbre, Arroyo del PMmo, Cafiada Comanche, Cafiada dcl Agua. Cafiada dclas
Marias, Rio Grandc Bosquc segment, and Rio Embudo Box.

The October 1988 Taos Rcsourcc Managcmcnl Plan (RMP) rcqt, ires that a 5-mile-long section of the Rio Embudo
east of Dixon, New Mexico (from the Picuris Reservalion to the mid-section line of Section 36, T. 23 N., R. 10 E.),
generally referred to as the Rio Embudo Box, be evahiated for WSR designation. Public I,aw 103-242 (May 4,
1994I) requires the BI.M to study an 8-mile-long section of the Rio Grandc north of Velarde, New Mexico
(generally referred to as the "Rio Grande Bosque" segment, which is actually 7.6 miles long), from the west section
line of Section 15, T. 23 N., R. 10 E. to the south line of the northwest qt,arter of Section 34, T. 23 N., R. 9 E., and
Io submil a report Io the Congress withiu 3 years.

This rcporl is a recoM of Ihe WSR study process associated with tile Rio Grande Corridor CRMP/EIS. It is not
nleant to be an environmental impact analysis but an examinatkm of the river segments in rclationship to the WSR
eligibility/classification/suitability criteria. Tile environmenlal analysis is discussed in Chapter 4 of tile Draft
CRMP/EIS.

Land use controls on private lant] are a matter of stale and local zoning. Although the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
of 1968 includes p,’oviskms encouraging protcction of river vahles throt,gh stale and federal land use planniug,
these provisions are not binding on local governnaents.

The ft.:dotal governmenl is responsible for enst, ring that management of designated rivers meets the intent of tile
acl. In the absence of local or slale river pn)teetion provisions, lhe federal government could ensure compliance
Ihrough acquisil.ion of privale lands or inlerest in lands. The present st,rli~ce land ownership in lhe Planning Area
ix approximately 50 percent public and 50 percenl private.



The basic objective of WSR designation is to maintain tile existing condition of a river. If a land use or
development clearly threatens the outstandingly remarkable value(s) that resulted in designation of tile river,
efforts would bc made to remove the threat through such actions as local zoning, land exchanges, or purcl.lases

fronl willing sellers. Agricultural and livestock grazing activities occurring at the time o1 designation wol_lld
generally not be ~.,ll;ected+

OVERVIEW OF THE THREE PHASES OF TIIE WSR STUDY PROCESS

Tile firsl phase of a WSR study is the eligibility dcternlination, an analysis to see whelher Ihe river is eligible to be
tentatively considered for WSR designation. To be eligible, tile river nmst meet tile criteria of being free-flowing
and possessing one or more outslandingly remarkable values.

The second phase of the study is the classification analysis, whicln determines whelher the river should be
tentatively classified as a recreational, scenic, or wild river it it were designaled by Congress. This tentative BLM
classification is based on tile level of development presell in Ihe river corridor.

The third phase of the study, the suitability assessment, consists of comparing alternative ways of managing the
river. Tile suitability of a river for designation depends on the managing agency’s ability to resolve key issues
such as public access, long-tcml protection of resotlrces and traditional resource uses.

PHASE ONE: THE ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION

The purpose of an eligibility study is to deterlnine whether a river meets file rllinin/um requirements for addition to
tile national system. According to the Wild and Sccnic Rivers Act, eligible river segments must be free flowing
and, with their immediate environment, possess one or more outstandingly remarkable values, such as scenic,
recreational, geologic, fish habitat, wildlife, historic, ecological or cullural resource values. "Free flowing" is
defined as "existing or flowing in natural condition without impot,ndment, diversion, straightening, rip-rapping or
other modification of the waterway that would encourage future construction of such structures." (Free flowing
should not bc conlused with naturally flowing, a state in which a river flows without any upstream marlipulation
except by nature.) "Outstandingly remarkable values" are defined as natural and cultural resources that arc either
unique at a regional level or exemplary at tile national level.

A determination that a river is eligible for designation does not lead immediately to a recommendation that it
should bc added to tile system. The eligibility Sl.udy simply determines whether the river sbot, ld be carried inlo Ihe
chlssification and st, liability pllases of the study.

Table 13-I st,mmarizes the comparative analysis of the scenic, geologic, recrcalional, I’ish habilat, wildlifE, cultural,
water quality and riparian resources ti)r the rivers within If,he Planning Area (refer to Map 4). In the analysis, 
BLM compared resotu’ce values of Itle rivers under study to simihu" tk.:atures on other rivers in Ihe region and
identified values Ihat are unique or exemplary. To bc "unique." a resource or combination o1" resources must be one
of a kind within a region. To be "exemplary," a resource nmst be one of the better examples of lhai type of resource
at a national level.

Eligibility Evalualions of the Fourteen Waterways
Table B-2 si,nunarizes the eligibility deternlinations of the fourtecn waterways thai were. screened during the
eligibility study. Seven waterways were fotmd ineligible and dropped from further study. Seven waterways were
found eligible and were assigned a tentative classific~,lion of wild. scenic, or recreational. The table is folh)wcd by
narrative descriptions providing detailed explanations of the cligibility determinations. Tile tentative
classifications are described in the next section.

Rio Grande Bosque
The Rio Grandc Bosquc segment is free flowing with no exisling dams or other slructures to modify tile river
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channel. Evidence exists of past water diversion into ditches, but no recent activity. Water is actively being

diverted from the river in 12 places for use ill orchards and other farming activities by motorized equipnlciat and
siphorl hoses.

The Taos Resot,rce Management Plan (RMP 1988) designated this stretch of river as a portion of the Racecourse

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (CEC). The Bosque seglnent provides unt,st,al fishing opportunity and
outstanding scenic values. Fishing use is year round. Game fish inclt,de rainbow Irout, brown trout, northern pike,
catfish and smallqnoulh bass.

Rio Grande l.Jppcr Box
( 1968 designation) 1 i 2 I 3 2 3 4

Rio Grande Taos Box
( 1968 designation) 1 1 I 1 3 1 3 4

Rio Grande 12-mile
Segment ( 1994 designatkm) 2 2 1 1 2 1 3 1

Rio Grande Bosque 2 4 3 1 3 2 3 2

Rio Embudo Box I 2 1 2 I 3 3 3

Arroyo Hondo I 2 2 4 2 4 2 2

Rito Ciencguilla 4 4 4 4 3 3 4 4

Piedra Lumbre Canyon 2 2 3 4 3 2 4 3

Ticrra Amarilla Canyon 2 2 2 4 3 2 2 1

Agua Calicnte Canyon 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 I

Cafiada de Qjo Sarco 3 2 3 4 3 3 4 3

Rio de las Trampas 1 2 4 4 1 3 4 4

Notes: No outstandingly rernarkable values were found for Rito Cieneguilla, Piedra Lumbre Canyon, Cafiada

de Piedra I~umbre, Arroyo del Plomo, Cafiada Comanche, Cafiada dcl Agua, or Cafiada de las Marias.
Key to Ralings: I - Exemplary, one of the better examples of that type of resource at a national level.

2 - Unique, a resource or combination of resources that is one of a kind at. a regional level.
3 - High quality at a regional and/or local level.
4 - A common resource at the regional and/or local level.
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Rio Grandc Bosque 7.6 Found cligiblc tot+ cultural, fish habitat, riparian and scenic wth.tes;
tcntativc classification of Recreational.

,,, ,,

Rio Embudo Box 5 Found eligible for geologic, recrcational fish habitat, wildlife and
scenic values; tentative classification of Wild.

Arroyo Hondo 3 Found 1.2 miles free flowing and eligible for unique geologic value
tentative classification of Scenic.

Rito Cicneguilla 4.2 Not eligible no outstandingly remarkable valHcs Found.

Picdra l+t, lmlrJre Cmlyon 3.5 Not cligiblc no outstandingly remarkable values found.

Ticrra Amarilla Canyon 2.3 Found eligible for geologic, recreational, cttltural, water quality.
riparian and scenic wtlucs; tcntative classification of Scenic.

Agua Calientc Canyon 2.9 Found eligible for geologic valuc; tentative classifications of Scenic
(1 mile) and Wild (1.9 miles).

Cafiada de Qjo Sarco 2.4 Found eligible For uniquc geologic w~lues tentative classificatioll
of Scenic.

Rio de las Trampas 1.3 Found eligible f’or geologic, wildlife and scenic values; tentative
classi fication of Scenic.

Cafiada de Piedra Lumbre 5.5 Not eligible--no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.

Arroyo dcl Plomo 3.1 Not eligible---no outstandingly remarkable valucs fbund; dry wash.

Cafiada Comanclne 5.2 Not eligible---no outstandingly rcmarkablc wtlues found; dry wash.

Cafiada dcl Agua 1.4 Not eligible--no outstandingly remarkable valucs tbund; dry wash.

Cafiada de h:ts Marias 0.7 Not eligible--no outstandingly remarkable values found; dry wash.
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In considering the uniqueness of the Bosque segment, one might envision the transition from the designated wild
section of the Rio Grande that runs fi’om the Colorado border south throt, gh the Rio Grande Gorge. This segmenl,
which ends at Taos Jt,nction Bridge at the north end of the BLM’s Orilla Verde Recreation Area, is pristine, rugged.
rocky, narrow aud sleep. South to Pilar, a mostly residential community, the gorge then opens up to laigh rocky
hills with a green belt of riparian vegetation on both sides of tint river. From Pilar, the river canyon takes on a
rocky character and contint,cs soutll to the P, io Arriba-Taos Cotmty Line where the riparian vegetation zone is
limited. The section of the river from the north end of the Orilla Verde Recreation Area to a mile below the County
Line Recreation Site bas been designated as scenic. Recreation facilities arc interspersed ah:mg the two paved state
highways Ihat run the length of this river section.

Sot, th of the County Line Recreation Site, large cottonwoods and wide stretches of riparian cover begin to appear
in what is known as the "Bosque" section. The floodplain broadens to support orchard and farming activities
associated with small rt, ral communilies. I luman modification to the environment is noticeable from the river. The
scenic resources of the Bosque section are contrastingly different from other sections of river in the region because
of Ihe pastoral setting.

Tbe scenic and cultural values of the Rio Grande Bosque segment are considered unique in the region, with no
olher river segment containing the free-flowing character in a pastoral setting. The opporttmities for game fishing
also set the Bosqt,e segment apart from other river sections in tile region (refer to Table I3- I ).

It is delermined that the Rio Grande Bosque segment meets the criteria of being fi’ee flowing and possessing
outstandingly remarkable cultural, fish habitat, riparian and scenic values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility
requirements to be considered for addition to the rlational system.

Rio Embudo Box
The Rio Embudo Box is fl’cc flowing; no structures, diversions, or otlner deveh)pments were found to cxisl. This
section of river also possesses a number of characteristics that are urliqt,e and exemplary in the region. The Taos
RM P describes the Embudo Canyon ACEC as "an area where scenic values are exceptional.., offers outstanding
scenic and recreational opporlunities.., is important to wildlife.., contains riparian habitat and a perennial
stream... [an] ecosystem of high value due to its vegetative w~riet.y and year-round flowing waler."

The Rio Embudo Box is a deep and narrow, incised canyon with rugged walls of sandstone, basalt., and granite that
have bccn sct, lptcd and shaped by natural threes to form an array of colors and form. The aqt,atic habitat contains
brown and rainbow trout and Rio Grande sucker. Big-game species found on the rim and in the canyon include
elk, deer, mountain lion, bear, and wild turkey. The vegetation represented is a complex type, lying between the
Great Basin shrt,blands and tile Great Basin shorlgrass region. This segment is considered unique in the rcgion
because of its pristine variety of geologic and vegetative features, and associated scenic values (rcli:.r to Table B- 1).

It is determined thai. Ihe Rio Embudo Box meets the criteria of being free flowing and possessing OLIt- standiugly
remarkable geologic, recreational, fish habitat, wildlilE and scenic values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility
requirements to be considered for addition to the national systern.

Arroyo llondo

Thc Arroyo Hondo is a free-flowing strcam fl~r about 1.2 rniles above a diversion, a 10-inch steel pipe located
approximately 3 miles upstream from Ihe Arroyo 110ndo’s confluence with the Rio Grande. Tiffs diversion
effectively dewatcrs the final 3 miles of this small stream during the st, miner montlas.
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The Arroyo Hondo is a steep-walled canyon with a primitive road paralleling the stream fo," most of its lengtll. The
v-shaped canyon is cut first into basalt, then metamorphic rock as it ascends to the east. The aquatic habitat is
limited because the stream is diverted in surnmer months, and is degraded by erosion from the road nearby.
Riparian vegetation is limited but heallhy. Vegelalion in general is healthy and varies from pifion-jt, nipcr-oak Io
pine-spruce-fir-aspen. Big game specics found in the area inch.de elk, deer, mounlain lion and wild turkey. This
area is also a migratory corridor for elk and mule deer. The area is internationally known for tile occurrence of the
mineral staurolite as cruciform twinned crystals, or "fairy crosses."

It is determined that the Arroyo Hondo above the diversion meets the criteria of being free flowing and possessing
outstandingly remarkable geologic, sccnic, recreational, wildlife, water quality and riparian values. It thus meets
the minimum eligibility reqt, irements to be considered for addition I.o fine national system.

Rito Cieneguilla
The Rito Cienegt, illa consists of two segments. The segment on BI,M land in Sections 25 and 26 (T. 24 N., R. 11
E.) consists of an intermittent, dry streambed with no irnpoundments. During periods of high precipitation, the
river serves as a channel for runoff, as evidenced by the wide river bed and large granitc river bot, lders and stones.

I listoric photos indicate that the canyon was incised or cut because of a change in the vegetation at. the head of the
canyon and the historic road Ihat rtlus near the river. This road served as the historic road to Taos belore New
Mexico Highway 68 (NM 68) was const.rt,cted.

The vegetation consists of pifion and juniper woodlands and the terrain is gentle rolling hills with scattered granite
outcrops. Evidcnce of elk and mulc deer exists.

The second segment parallels NM 68 in Scctions 27 and 33 (T. 24 N., R. 11 E.). This segmem contains human-
made struclures, including two bridges and three roads that cross the river. These acccss routes lead to residences
on Ihe eastern side of the river channel. A small power line that crosses the river provides electricity to Iwo homes,
and pipeline following the channel cmplies irlto a pond constrt,cted next to the riverbed. NM 68 contains a hu’gc
pullout with a solid wasle lransl)r slation and restrooms.

The pol-tion of Ihe river thal enters private land in Section 27 contains sevcral springs. The springs and channels
are lined with watercress, coltouwoods and willow trees. The area with springs historically was called
A-Seneguilla@or marsh. Apache Indians built wattle-and-daub (slick and mud) encampments in the arca.

Continuing southwest along the highway, the river water continues to be supplied from numcrot, s springs. II
appears thai a portion of tile spring water is diverted at a constructed pond with an irrigation gale.

It is determined that the Rito Cieneguilla does not meet the criteria of being free flowing and possessing one or
more ot,lstandingly remarkable values. It thus does not meet the minimum reqt, iremenls to be considered eligible
for consideralion as a Wild and Scenic River.

I’iedra Lumbre Canyon
Pie(Ira I aambre Canyon contains an arroyo that has evidence of intermittent water llows. No structures, diversions
or other developments exist. This arroyo does not have characteristics that are unique or exemplary.

Picdra Lumbre Canyon is a deep and narrow box canyon with steep walls of exposed bedrock. No aqualic species
are evident in the dry arroyo. Big game species in tile canyon include deer and elk. Vegetation in thc area is
common to this part of New McxicoC pifion@miper stands interspersed with sagebrustl and grasses.
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It. is determined thai Piedra Lt, mbre Canyon does not meet the criterion of possessing one or more ot,tstandingly
remarkable values. It thus does not Tneet the minimum requirements to be considerect eligible for consicleration as
a Wild and Scenic Rivet’.

Tierra Amarilla Canyon
Tien’a Amarilla Canyon is free flowing with no structures, diversions or other developments existing along the
drainage. At the time of the field inspection water was flowing it] the drainage. The stream originates on U.S.
Forest Service lands approximately 2 miles above the BLM boundary.

This is a deep and narrow box canyon with steep walls o1’ exposed bedrock. Aquatic species are not evident even
though water exists it] the drainage. Big game species in the canyon include deer and elk. Vegetation ranges from
pifion-junipcr woodlands to ponderosa pinc and aspen forests as elevation is gained. Willows and thick vcgctation
are abt,ndant along the river banks.

Tierra Amarilla Canyon is considered to be a unique rivet" segment containing a pristine variety of box canyon
geologic and riparian vegetative features associated with scenic values (refer to Table B-1).

It is determined that Tierra Amarilla Canyon meets thc criteria of being frcc flowing and posscssing outstandingly
remarkable geologic, recrealional, cultural, water quality, riparian and scenic values. It thus meets the rninimun~
eligibilily reqt, irements Io be consMcred for addition Io the national system.

Agua Caliente Canyon
Agua Caliente Canyon is flee flowing as no structures, diversions or other developments exist.. The stream begins
on t.).S. Forest Service lands approximately .2 miles above the BI ,M boundary. The 2.5 miles of strearn localed on
BLM and state lands possess a number of characteristics that are unique to the region. The stream is situated off
NM 68 about a half mile northeast of the Village of Pilar. The river flows northwest and enters private land
approximalely .2 miles sot,lheast of NM 68. The stream flows into the dry Rito Cieneguilla just bctbrc the river
travels under the Itighway. The Rilo Cienegt, illa then crosses about a half mile of private land before it enters the
Rio Grandc.

The lower portkm of Agua Caliente Canyon has beet] used for irrigation since the eighteenth centm’y. The
majority of this stream segment lies within the Agua Caliente ACEC, which was established because of the slream’s
potential for cu[throat trot,t reirltrodt, ction.

Agua Caliente Canyon is a perennial strea]n containing waterfalls and pools. A jeep trail begins on the private
land off NM 68 and parallels the stream for a mile, where it terminates at at] open meadow. No indication of
livestock grazing is evident.

The stream traverses cottonwoocls and pifion@miper woodlands, and as the elcvalion increases from 6,200 feel to
6,600 feet, the rivet" eaters ponderosa pine and aspen I\~rests. Willows and thick vegetation are abundant along the
streambed. Evidence exists of a small I’ire Ihal scorched and destroyed several pondcrosa pines, akmg with axe
catting of a small aspen stand.

Elk and deer are ti0und in thc canyon. Historically, beavers thrived and bt,ilt lodges Ihat trapped sediment;
however, Ihe beaver popt, lation has disappeared. Currently, thc scdimcnt is being deposited into aa irrigation
reservoir located on private land near the confluence of Ihe Rilo Cieneguilla and the Rio Grandc.

Historically the stream contained Rio Grande Culthroal Irout, bt]l some time after 1958 these fish disappcared.
Rainbow trout are cnrrenlly found in Agt, a Calicnte Canyon, and it is still potential habitat for the native cutlhroal
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trout. Along tile entire stream is riparian habitat that consists of cottonwoods and willows.

As noted above tbr the Rite Cicncguilla, the area around Pilar was historically called 2~ieneguilla@or inarsh.
Apache Indians built wattle-and-daub (stick and mud) encampments here.

Agua Calicntc Canyon is considered an excellent example of a stream segment containing several waterfalls and
pools. The strcambcd cuts through a deep granite canyon and winds to the south before flowing northwest to the
Rite Cicncguilla, which flows into the Rio Grande. Tile broken undulating outcrops in Section 3 (T. 23 N., R. 11
E.) rise to about 400 feet in elevation with ot,tstanding geologic resources (rel;cr to "Fable 13-I).

It is determined that Agua Caliente Canyon meets tile criteria of being free [lowing and possessing a variety of
outstandingly remarkable values. It thus meets tile minimum eligibility requirements to be considered for addition
to tile national system.

Cafiada de Ojo Sarco

Cafiada dc Ojo Saree is frcc flowing; no structures, diversions, or other developments exist within the study
segment. This 2-miledong stream scclion (Section 6, T. 22 N., R. 11 E.; Section 1, T. 22 N., R. 10 E; Section 36, T.
23 N., R. 10 E.) is located .just sol_lth of tile Warm Springs Special Management Area and the Embudo Canyon
ACEC, north of County P, oad (CR) 75. The conrluence of thc Ojo Saree and the Rio Embudo is on private land 
Section 36 (T. 23 N., R. 10 E.), about a quarter mile north of Ihe BLM boundary.

The Ojo Sarco is a perennial stream that contains a waterfall flanked with granite walls. The vegetation rcprcscntcd
is a c()mplex type, lying betwccn Ihc Great Basin shrublands and Great Basin shortgrass region. Cottonwoods line
portions o1" Ihe streambed. Many small mammals and specics of birds are associated with the riparian zone. Big
game species found on the rim along Ihe stream include elk, deer, and wild turkey.

The Cafiada dc Oin Saree originates on U.S. Forest Service lands approximately 13 miles above tile BLM
bourldary. Small communities upstrcam from the sludy area t, sc tile water for irrigation, during which the stream
Call be entirely diverted before it reachcs thc Rio Embudo. Tile Pieuris Pueblo Indians were probably early visitors
to this area.

Tile 2-mile-long segment of Caiiacla dc Ojo Sarco posscsscs a number of charactcristics uniquc to tile rcgion (refer
to Table 13- I). II is considered tile best cxample of a stream scgment containing a 50-loot-long waterfall flowing
over granite blocks, a north-facing granite cliff, a small granite canyon near the confluence with Embudo Creek
and arroyo-style bank cutting.

It is dctcrmincd that tile Cafiada de Ojo Sarco meets tile criteria of being fl’ee flowing and possessing outstandingly
remarkable geologic wdues. It thus meets the mininmnl eligibility requirements to be considered for addition to
tim national system.

Rio de las Trampas
Tim Rio de las Trampas is a stream that passes through thrcc small conmmnities whcrc water is removed fl)r
inigation. In dry years the. strcanl may bc completely diverted tk)r this purposc.

Tile Trampas has its source in the Sangre de Cristo Mot, ntains on U.S. Forest Service lands, flows through several
parcels of private land, then onto BLM lands where it entcrs a granite canyon in the final mile above its confluence
with Ihe Rio I~.mbudo (the ]xLowcr Ti’ampas@). Tile aquatic habitat is at risk because the entire streamflow could 
diverted for irrigation.
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Tint Rico de las Trampas flows in a steep-walled granite canyon. A primitive road is nearby in one location. Big
game species fourld in tile area include elk, deer, mountain lion, and wild turkey. Vegclation is healthy and is of
the pifion-juniper-ponderosa pine type. The final mile of the Rio dc las Trampas is a good example of an upland
stream containiT~g outstanding geologic features and associated scenic valucs (refer to Table B-1).

It is determined that the Rio dc las Trampas meets the critcria of being free flowing and possessing outstandingly
remarkable geologic, wildlife and sccnic values. It thus meets the minimum eligibility requirements to be
considered for addition to the national systcm.

Cahada de Piedra Lumbre, Arroyo del Plomo, Cahada Comanche, Cakada del Agua
and Cafiada de lax Marias
These waterways arc dry washes that contairl water only during wet weather, including floods. They contain no
resource values that are unique in the region. It is determined that these waterways do nol meet the criteria of
being free flowing and possessing one or more outstandingly remarkable values. Tht, s, they do not meet. the
minimt,m eligibility reqt, irements to be considered for addition to the national system.

PHASE TWO: THE CLASSIFICATION ANAI~YSIS

The classification analysis determines whether a river should be tentatively classi fled as recreational, scenic, or
wild. This determination is based on the level of development present in the river corridor as it. exists at the time of
the study. The determining factors include waterway developlnent, shoreline modification and vehicular access.

The thrce classification catcgories for eligible rivers arc defined as lollows.

Wild River Areas
Those rivers or seclions of rivers Ihat are free of irnpotmdmenl.s and generally inaccessible except by trail, with
watersheds or shorelines essenl.ially primitive and waters tmpolluted. These represent vestiges of primitive
America.

Scenic River Areas
Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of irnpot,rKhnerlls with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive
and shorelines largely undevek)ped, but accessible in places by roads.

Recreational River A reas
Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some development
along their shorelines, and that rnay have tmdergorle some impourldrnerH or diversion in the past.

A wild river would bc an undeveloped river wilh very limited access. A scenic classificalion would be applied to a
river or river segment that is more developed than a wild river and less developed than a recrei:,tional river. A
rccrcational classification wouM bc appropriate irl developed areas, such as a river running parallel to i’oads or
railroads with adjacent lands that have agrict, ltural, forestry. COlnmcrcial or other dcvelopnlenl.s, provided that tile
waterway remains gencrally natural and riverine in appearance. Attributes of each category are lisled in Table g-3.

It is a common misunderstanding that rivers designated as scenic are managed primarily for sccncry, and that
recreatkmal rivers are managed to promote recreation use. These labels can be misleadingc regardlcss of the
classification, managcment is designed to maintain or enhance the river-related values and character of the river.
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Rio Grande Bosque
The Rio Grande 13osque segment best mal.ches the classification category of recreational, compared to the
classification of other designated wild and scenic river segnlents in the region. The river corridor contains an
adjacent highway, tligllway It,rnoffs, residential hot,sing, bridges across the river, and pipelines, similar to the
scenic section of the Lower Gorge immediately to the north. However, the character of the developments differs in
the Bosquc because shoreline modification is intensified and more visible from the river and the higilway,
waterway development includes diversions but not modifications to natt, ral water flow, increased levels of
vehicular access exist, and commercial businesses occur in the river corridor. Iil addition, nt,merotls utility lines
cross tile river, household and commercial trash is present, mechanized noise levels are somewhat increased, and
human-made structures and modifications to the natural environment are more visible. The BI.M recommends a
tentative classification of recreational for the Rio Grande Bosquc+

Rio Embudo Box
The Rio Embudo Box best matches the classification category of wild, compared to the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is free of impoundments and is currently inaccessible by
vehicle. The few vehicular trails tlnat do appear on the rim within a quarter mile of Ihe river become singleq.rack
hiking trails Ihat allow access inlo the box canyon and Ihe river. NO other Ilut}’lan developments exist within a
quarter mile of the river. The BLM recommends a tentative classification of wild for the Rio Embudo Box.

Arroyo Hondo
The Arroyo Hondo best. matches the classification category of scenic, compared to the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is predominantly free of diversions and accessible by
vehicle. No other human developments exist within a quarter mile of the river. The BLM recommends a tentative
classification of scenic for the Arroyo Hondo.

Tierra A marilla Canyon
Tierra Amarilla Canyon best matches the classification category of scenic, compared to the classifications of other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is free of impoundments and contains an existing trail
network that has not been used for a number of years. No human development occurs along the drainage other
than an unauthorized cabin that is uninhabitable. The BLM tentatively recommends a classifical.ion of scenic for
Tierra A mari lla Canyon.

Agua Caliente Canyon

Agua Caliente Canyon best matches the classification categories of scenic and wild, compared to the
classit-ications of other designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The stream is free or impoundments. From
U.S. Highway 68, the two-track road parallels the stream enters private land and continues OhiO BI~M land for
approximately a mile southeast, ending at a riverside trailhead in an open meadow. This segment of the river
contains arroyo-type banks and two small wooden logs serving as foot bridges across the river. The BLM
Icnlal.ivcly recommends a classit’ication of scenic for tiffs portion of the Agua Calienl.e Canyon.

Beyond the meadow, a small game/foot trail continues tip the stream btit disappears as the canyon narrows. This
portion is considered wild. Tile sel.ting is ponderosa pine and aspen forests. Small dry tributaries enler north and
south of lhC stream. The stream ravine takes on a rocky character and contains a green bolt ot’ riparian vegetation.
Numerous small pools and ripples provide a desirable habital for fisln. The BLM recommends a tenlalive
classification of wild for the portion of Agua Calientc Canyon that flows through Sections 2 (state) and 3 (BLM; 
23 N., R. 11 E.) to the riverside trailhcad in Section 3.
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Cahada de Ojo Sarco

Cafiada de Ojo Sarco best matches the classification category of scenic, cornpared to tile designations of other

designated wild and scenic rivers in Ihe region. CR 75 parallels tile Ojo Sarco on tile south, althougln il crosses Ihe
rivet" ill two places. A li:w vehicular trails/roads leave CR 75 within a quarter mile of the river. These trails/roads
allow access to the river.

The Ojo Sarco flows into Embt, do Creek near the Village of Cafioncito. The 2-milc-long study segment of the stream

crosscs two sections of BLM land, one section of state land, and near the confluence with Embudo Crcek ctlters

priwlte land. No other developments exist within a quarter mile of’the stream. Household and commercial trash is

present along the bank and in lhe strcambcd, and noise levels are somewhat increased due to the proximity of CR 75.
The BI,M recommends a tentative classification ofsccnic tbr the 2-mile-long segment above the confluence with

Embudo Creek.

Frcc flowing, l,ow dams, diversion
works, or other minor stmctta’es that

do not cause flooding of the natural
riverbank rnay not bar consideration.

Future construction is restricted.

Generally inaccessible by road. One or
two inconspicuous roads to the area

may bc permissible.

Shoreline is essentially primitive. One
or two inconspicuous dwellings and

land devoted to production ot’hay may
be permitled. Watershed is lmtuml in

appearance.

Water quality meets minilnum criteria

for primary contact recrcalion, except
where such criteria wot, ld be exceeded

by natural background conditions and

esthetics. Capable of supporting
propagation of aquatic life nonnally
adapted to the habitat of the stream.

Free flowing. Low dams, diversion

works, or other minor structures that

do uot cause flooding of the natural
riverbank may not bar consideration.

Fulure conslrucfion is restricted.

Accessible by roads that may
occasionally bridge the river area.

Short stretches of inconspicuot~s and

well-screened roads or railroads
paralleling the river area may be

permitted.

Shoreline is largely primitive. Small
communities are limited to sho~l:

reaches of the total area. Agricultural
practices Ihal do not adversely affect

the river area may bc permitted.

Water quality shoukl meet minimum
criteria for desired types of recreation,

except where such criteria would bc

exceeded by natural background
conditions and esthetics. Capable of

supporting propagation of aquatic life
normally adapted to the habitat of the

stream, or capable and being restored

to that qaality.

May have tmdergm~e some

impoutldnlent or diversion in the past.

Water should not have characteristics
of an impoundment for any significant

distance, l.’utum construction is
restricted.

Readily accessible with likelihood of

paralleling roads or railroads along
r erriverbanks and bridge crossin~,s.

Shoreline may be extensively

developed.

Water quality should meet minimum

criteria for desired types of recreation,
except where such criteria would be

exceeded by natural background
conditions and esthetics. Capable of

supporting propagation of aquatic life
normally adapted to the habitat of the

stream, or capable and being restored to

that quality.
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Rio &, las Trampas
"file final mile of the Rio de las Trampas best matches the classification category of scenic, compared to other
designated wild and scenic rivers in the region. The river is flee of diversions in this section and accessible by
vehicle in one area. At] old, shallow (10-foot-deep) mine shaft lies within a quarter rnile of the river. The BLM
recommends a tentative classification of scenic for the Rio dc las Trampas.

PHASE THREE: THE SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT

The third component ola WSR study is the suitability assessment. It is designed to identify the impacls of
designation and manageability of eligible rivers. TIle portion of the suitability assessment contained in this report
identifies isst, cs to be considered in fine environmental consequences section (Chapter 4). In addition, the
willingness of county, state and local landowners to participate in river corridor ,nanagement is considered. These
aspects of the suitability assessment are also considered in Chapter 4.

Criteria for Determining Suitability
In considering suitability, the criteria specified in Section 4a of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (listed below)
provide a basis for assessment.

$ Characlerislics thai. do or do not make the river corridor a worlhy addition to the WSR system
$ Current status of land ownership and uses in the area
$ Reasonably Ibreseeable potential uses of the land and water that would be enhanced, foreclosed or curtailed il

Ihe river were designated
$ Public, slate, local or other interests in designation or no]designation of the river
$ Eslin]ated costs of acqt, iring necessary lands and interests in lands, and of administering the river if

designated
$ Ability of the agency to manage the river and protect identified values
S Historical or existing rights that would be adversely affected by designation
$ Other issues and concerns identified in the land-use planning process

Rio Grande Bosque
River Values~Characteristics
The Rio Grande Bosque segment provides an tmusual fishing opporttmity and ot,tstanding scenic va.lues, la’ishing
use is year-round; gaInc fish include rainbow trout, brown trout, northern pike, catfish, and small-mouth bass. The
scenic and cultural values of the Rio Grande Bosque are considered unique in the region, with no other river
segment co]lathing its free-Ilowing character in a pasloral setting. The opportunities lot game fishing also set the
Bosqt, e apart fl-Olll other river sections in the regitm.

Land Ownership and Uses
Land ownership is approximately 50 percent private and 50 percent BLM (public). Private land is associated with
the communities of Rinconada, La Bolsa, La Junta, La Cienega, and Embudo.

The prcdon]inant use of private land within the river corridor is residential aild agricultural, including orchards.
Major uses of the public lands within the corridor arc river access, fishing, river boating, sightseeing and general
dispersed recreation activities.
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APPENDIX 3

I’otential Uses of l.and and Water Resources
Hydroelectric power tacilities would not be allowed and designation could prech, de new diversions or structures.
Other polcntial st, rfacc-distt, rbing uses of the public land and water resources in the river corridor would be
conslrained by designation to protect, scenic quality, l)esignalion could impact private development indirectly by
influencing local planning and zoning.

Interest in l)esignation
During public scoping, the local commuuities and river conservation organizations cxprcsscd positive intcrest in
designating the Bosque segment as an addition to the Rio Grande WSR.

Estimated Costs of Acquisition and Administration
The inilial cost associated with designation would be limited to mapping and printing documenlation of Ihe wild
and scenic river process. Future costs would depend on the level of threats to river-related values and are foreseen
to result From Ihe need for regulatory and educational signing, iraproved access, road closures/barriers, patrol and
en[~orcenlcnl, biological and social invenlories, and use permitting systems. In addition, approxirnalcly I, 165 acres
of privale land cot, M be acquired if the owners were willing to sell.

A bility to Manage~Protect River Values
Rccognition as a wild and scenic rivcr would aid thc BLM in managing and protecting the river-
related values shot, ld development or other threats to the recognized values be proposed in the ft, tt, re.

Adverse Effects on Historical~Existing Rights
No adverse effects on historical and valid existing rights are expected as tile result of designation of the Rio
Grande Bosquc as wild and scenic.

Other Issues and Concerns
The intent of designation would bc to preserve tile existing river-related values. This would benefit traditional
uses of the Rio Grande Bosqt,e such as fishing and boating in a pastoral setting.

Rio Embudo Box

River Values~Characteristics
The scenic values in the area of the Rio Elnbudo Box arc cxccptional. The area offers outstanding sccnic and
recreational opportunities. It is important to wikllifc, contains riparian habitat and a perennial stream, and the
ecosystem is of high value because of its vegetative variety and year-rot, nd tlowing water. The stream lies in a
deep and narrow box canyon with rugged walls of sandstone, basalt, and granite that were sculpted and shaped by
natural Iorces to form an array of colors and forms. The aquatic habitat contains brown and rainbow trout and Rio
Grandc suckcr. Big game specics found on the tim and in the eanyou include elk, deer, mountain lion, bear, and
wiht turkey. The vegetation represented is complex, lying between the Great Basin shrublands and Great Basin
shortgrass types.

Land Ownership and Uses

Land ownership is estimated to be 64 percent BLM and 36 percent state. No devdoplnents exist within the river
corridor, and land use is considered to be in a primitive natural state. ]liking arad fishing are the known
predominant uses.
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Potential Uses of Land and Water Resources
Designation would preclude hydroelectric power facilities, new diversions or structtu-es, mining, and mineral
leasing. Other potential surface-disturbing uses of the river corridor’s land and water resources would be precluded
by designation, where needed to protcct scenic quality.

Interest in Designation
During seeping, local communities showed a positive interest in designating tile Rio Embt, do Box as a WSR.

Estimated Costs of Acquisition and Administration
Initial costs associated with designation wot, ld be limited t.o mapping and printing documentation of the wild and
scenic river process. Future costs may result from regulatory and educational signing as well as the acquisition of
about 550 acres of state land.

Ability to Manage~Protect the River Values
Recognition of the Rio Embudo Box as a WSR wot,M aid the BLM in managing and protecting the river-related
values shot, ld development or other threats be proposed in the future.

Adverse I,~f.fects on Historical~Existing Rights
No known or foreseen adverse effects Oil hislorical and valid existing rights would occt, r as the result of
designation.

Other Issues and Concerns
The intent o1 designation would be to preserve the existing river-related values. This would benefit traditional
uses of Ihe Rio Embt,do Box such as fishing, backcountry uses that rely on a natural setting, and the local cultt, ral
activities that depend on them.

SUITAIIILITY SUMMARY

Arroyo Hondo, Tierra Amarilla Canyon, Agua Calienle Canyon,
Cahada de Ojo Sarco, and the Rio de lax Trampas

Tbese five streams originale on U.S. t=orest Service lands. The BLM will complete st, itability assessments for these
stream segments within tile next few years in coordination with the Carson National Forest.

Rio Grande Bosque
The foreseen impacts of designating this segment as a WSR dcpcnd on one’s point of view. Preserving the existing
and sensitive natt, ral and cultural values would require a cautious approach to any proposed developmenl, or use
that would negatively affect the fabric of Ihe adjacent commtmily and/or ecosystem. On the other hand, limiting
high-impact uses and developments would negatively impact users who seck developments and uses that are not
compatible with preserving exisling vah,es. For those uses that are compatible with preserving existing wflues, the
dcsignalion would be beneficial.

An increase in river-related uses such as boating and fishing could be expected, as trends show overall river use has
been and will continue to increase, both regkmally and nationally.

Designation in and of itself is not to cause a significant increase in river use, because better known, accessible
opportunities also exist t, pstream. The degree of protection provided for under tile leg- isolation would call
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greater attcrition to rnanagement of tile river, as the result of the Bosque segment being acknowlcdgcd as
nationally significant.

Ovcrall, designation is well st, ilcd to the existing river-related uses and cultural vah,es of the local communities.
These communities are definitely interested in participating in river corridor management.

Rio Embudo Box
The lorescen impact of designating this segment as a WSR is minimal. The ruggedness of this landscape wot,ld
naturally dissuade rnost people from considering any dcvclopments not compatible with tile wild nature of the
environment, because such ventures would be costly.

I)esignation is not expected to cause an increase in river-relaled visitor use. The rugged cotmtryside and character
of waterflow in this segment of the river el-runnel are natural deterrents to most cxisling uses.

The degree of protection provided for trader the legislation would enhance preservation of lhe existing resource
values and compatible uses.

Overall, the designation is well suited Io Ihe exisling natural and cultural environmcnt, and complimentary to
public comments received over the last few years.

Suitability Findings
The above analyses of river suitability criteria arc based on current knowledge of resoL, rce issues and public
involvcnlent. Chapter 2 of the Proposed Plan provides suitability recommendations. Comments on tile Draft Plan
were considercd in arriving at a recommendation on wheiher these river segments are suitable lor inclusion in the
National WSR System. No opposition to recommending tile Rio Embudo Box as wild was expressed Ihrot,gh
cillnel- written or oral cornrnent during the public comment pcriod on the preliminary recommendations. The
primary topics (1t concern raised during the comment period on the preliminary recommendation lor the Rio
Grande Bosque segment were its tentative classification as recreational and condemnation of private lands within
the boundary of t his river area. Classification categories for various river segments were completcd as pcr
direction (11 the BLM Manual 8351. The Bosque segment was classified bascd on the type aT~d degree of human
developments associated with the river and adjacent lands that existed at the time the evaluation was performed.
hi response to the other concern about condemnation of private land, as ot,l.lirle in the Proposed Plan. BLM would
seek to acquire selected lands by purchase, easement, or dorlalion if the landowners were willing. Ill addition, i I 5(.)
percent or more of the entire acreage is owned in fee title by the United States, BLM would not be authorized to
acquire fee title to any lands by conclemnation under the authority of lhe Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Currently
50 percent (1,100 acres of the total 2.187 acres) of the acreage in the BOSClUe segment is owned in fcc title by thc
United States.

This report finds the Rio Grande Bosqt,e and the Rio Embt,do Box suitable to be considered for inclusion in the
National WSR System. The Rio Grande Bosque is tentatively classified as recreational and the Rio Embudo Box
as wild. Until Congress decides whether to add thcse river sections to the system, the BI.M will manage them to
preserve the river-rclatcd wflues identified in this reporl.
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MANAGEMENT OF SIJITABIJ~] RIVER SEGMENTS

Tile following is a general st, nmlary of BLM’s management direction to be taken for tile Rio Grande Bosque aud
the Rio Embudo Box. Refer to Chapters 2, 3 and 4 I-br specific actions proposed. The BLM would work with Taos
and Rio Arriba counties to deveh)p local land use plans to meet the objectives of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Rio Grande Bosque
Under Final Plata guidelines, this segment is recornrnended as a WSR with a rccreatkmal classification and will be
managed according to the following prescriptions:

,5 Ihe segrncnt will bc withdrawn from the public land laws and mineral entry, and closed to mineral material
disposal and to mineral leasing

$ any unplanned fires will be fully suppressed
$ VRM Class II designation will be applied
$ selected private lauds will be acquired if landowners arc willing to sell
$ grazing will be exch,ded from Ihe riparian and wetland areas
$ new rights-of-way will be excluded unless necessary for administration of rccreation sites to improve access to

these sites, or to provide access/utility service to private or state lands where such access was otherwise not
possible; utilities will be tmdergrot, nd only, and will be co-located with roads

‘5 vehicles will be limited to designated roads and trails (see Map 6 and Table 3-I)
$ BLM will work with Taos and Rio Arriba cot,nties to develop local land use phms to lnect the objectives of

dle Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

Rio Embudo Box
Under Final Plan guidelines, this segment is recommended as a WSR with a wild classification and will be
managed according to the following Copper Hill ACE(; prescriptions:

$ woodland and forestry resources will be managed to enhance wildlilc habitat, ecosystem health, and scenic
values

$ vehicles will be limited to designated roads and trails (see Map 6 and Tabk’, 3-1)
$ state and private lands within tile area will be acquired by purchase or cxchangc with willing owners
$ VRM Class I designation will apply
$ grazing will be excluded
$ the area will remain withdrawn from public hind laws and mineral entry, and closed to mineral leasing and

mineral material disposal
,5 new rights-of-way will be excluded
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